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1. a. Current G-2 Periodic Reports. 
b. Omitted. 

SECRET 
Auth: CG, 3d A. D. 
Init: 
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SECRET 

Hq 3d Araid Div 
960105 
052000B Sept 1944 

2. a. 3d Armd Div will attack on order to seize and secure the town of LIEGE (4729) 
and the crossings over the ~~Us& RIVER. 

b. Troop Composition - No change from FO #13. 

3. a. (1) 83d Armd Ron Bn will precede the C Comds by two hours and will reconnoiter 
in C Comd zones. 

(2) V~en contact with enemy is made end hecvy resistance is imminent, they 
will move to the Nand S flank of the Div zone and screen the movement of the C Comds. 

b. C Comd "Att will advance rapidly in N zone, using as axes of advance, routes 
13nd 2 shown on overlay. C Comd "A" will secure thE:t portion of the town of LIE-GE shown 
overlay, and crossings over MEUSE RIVER. 

c. C Comd "B" will advance rapidly in S zone using as axes of advance routes 
and 4. C Comd "B" will secure that portion of the town of LIEGE shown on overlay, and 
ossings over the MEUSE RIVER. 

d. Div Res (minus Hogan TF) will advance along route 2. 
e. Div Arty supports attack. 
x. (1) Situation reports regularly - reference phase lines and routes shown. 

(2) Units will keep closed up and will clear road and coil off roads et all 
he lts. 

(3) Ln by Div units for march discipline. 

4. No change. 

s. a. No change. 
b. Axis of Sig Comm - Route 3. 
c. CP will follow combat elements along Route 3. 

OFF' I CIAL: 
SWEAT 
G-3 

DIS'l'1 
VII Corps (3) Tn Comdr (4) 
1st Inf Di v ( 1) 486th AlA Fn ( 1) 
9th Inf Div (1) 703d TD ( 1) 
C Comd A (10) 83d Ron Bn ( 1) 
C Comd B (lo) CG ( 1) 
Div Res (8) Plus Staff 
Div Arty ( 8) 

S E C R E T 

ROSE 
Comdg 



ANNEX No.1 to FO'Jfl6 

S E C R E T 

HEADQUARTlaW TIHHD ARMORED DI7ISION 
Office of the L. C. of S., G-2 

A.t>O 253, U. S. Lrmy 

9 November 1944. 

I'i..ps: Gerrili'ny, GSGS 4414, Scc.le 1:25,000, Sheets 5004, 5005, 5103, 5104, 
5105, 5203, 5204, 5205; 

GSGS 4416, Scale 1:100,000, Shouts R/1, S/l. 

a.. 'lhe 89th Inf H.egt of the 12th lnf Div holds c sec.tor frolll STOL .. :m=w (:i.n.cl) 
to GRESSLJiiiCH (excl). Tne regt '1 CP is :i..n the Sv~ section of BASTENRATH, tho 2d 
Dn is in STOLBERG, the lst Jn is V'l of GRc~-::SElJICE. Holding c. sGctor between the 
two .bns of the Regt is the 12th Fus Bn. In suptJort of the 12th li'us J:n, SH of 
ELSTENRJ~.TH, heLvior leT wel:.'.pons (of tho 12th AT .Jn?) occupy positions which hLve 
lr.rgor fields of .firu. This is u pLttern of defense vroll bJ.own tons: A fus 
bn with close-in J.T woo.pons, flLnkcd by inf bns. The trc.:L:ns { ncl rue r ocholon 
units of' the div c.ro on both sides of tho mr.in ror...d :CSCHvh: ILLll.-DllR:::.:N . On the 
western fknk is tho 27th Inf R(igt ( ~-{ of ST~}LD"8I{G); on tho or-stern fLnk (in
cluding the roc..d GRESSENICH-HASTENRlrT-.::) is thv 48th Inf nocc (less tho 2d Jn). 
Somo c,rrnor hr.s opor~ted out of ·ll.SR'l'E c.nd j_n G:i.t.f;(;s;~NICE but novor with more 
thr.n four tc~nks £tt f<ny one time. (Soc Inc1 -Jl). 

lmmodkto reserves ere unknmm, but the Gth Lrnd /,nv consist:"mt; of tho --- , 
l, 2, 12 SS .l:)z Divs, end th~; l30th Pz LI:il'm Div is reported ru±'oj~hlinc ilc the 
:JJ.::GLEFELD t.rot.. Tho 9th 'und lOth SS ... )::; Divs, h st. j_do...Dtifiod in Northurn 
Hollc..nd, o.ro ct.pcblo of being pulled ovt of lino for c .. ction on tho XIX Cori)S 
front mccy, if forced, withdrew to tho E c.cr oss our div front. 1'ho 15th i'z 
Gron Div, lt~st identified :in Hollcnd ~-ftor u long mc.rch from tho 3d L.n,y sector, 
is nlso in roservo. Ls for tho Army pz divs: 2d ?z lliv is unlocc.tcd (but be
lieved rt,forming in tho N:CUSS-COLOGlif.C o.rec); 9th Pz Div Wtcs lest ro_rJortod in 
Hollc,nd end tho 21st Pz Div on our 3d l~rmy sector. The ll6th h. Div h~-s been 
committed S of IflfRTG.GN t.nd in the vicinity of SCHMIDT. (Seo lncl 7f2,). 

As for pcrLchute nnd inf form~.tions, it is iJOSsiblo tho.t u prcht div 
(tho 5th?) Lnd two volks grunc.dior divs (tho 567th (.,nd 56~1th?) cLn be mustered 
in tho c~roL.. 'l'ho 275th Inf Div is not likely to interv-ene in the bc.ttlo for 
tho Cologne bridt;o crossings. 

For order of bc,ttlo dotcils see Jnc1 i/=3. 

b. Torro.in r,nd defenses: 

(1) Purpose: The torrcin ~.nd its trtificit 1 iqJrovu1;1onts fm· defense 
is cansiclcrod from tho point of viovv of l rmorcd exploitf tion in tho CorjJs zone 
of c,ction. 

(2) Gonorc.l topogrcphy: Tho zone of probe blo omployracnt of tho Div is 
cut by two river vr.lhys, tho RUR ::...nd KtFT :;cnorL J.ly pc.rt.llcl to thu RHINE. Ex
cept for occcsionr•1 woodGd [.roes tho torr• in iu tho sector north of c. 1ino 
through DUREN is rolling or .fkt O)Cll ommtry suitLblo for employment of Lrmor 
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except when wet when the mud will bo o. serious obstc clo to cross conntry move
mont. However, un t.doqw:.to rond not ex ists. South of DUR~N c coiilbin: i. i.on of 
urbo..n development Lnd wooded torrnin constitutes c.n u:.11suitt blo field for J"LXi
muiil employment of tcnk ct.pc~bilitios, Tho bror.d flct vr lloy of tho DHFT is 
believed to bo c btrrior vxcept for crossinc;s on the existing rord ne·t. Hooded 
o.roc.s, roc.d Lnd bridco dLtc. including lm :JI;in bor:.1b dGr:Jt:.go r.r.d prcpt rod der::olitions 
o.ro shown on i..."lclosod ovcrl~.ys ( Incls -ri- 4 & 7f5). 

(3) Propcrod defenses: Tho following suln!aGry. of' Gorlnr:cn iupr ovoment 
of tho tcrrc.in is quoted fron VII Corps G-2 BstirnL:to of tho l.;noqy Situc.tion. 
7 N ovcmbcr 1944: 

11 (1) Or igi..."lo.lly thu G-orroc,n clofenso plt..n iNLS to continuo tho SIEG
FRIED Line: north from .AJ,.cm:.N. Tho broo ching of this lino o. t AACHEN c:::dlod for 
o. chc~ngo of plt:cns resulting ill tho propnl'o.tion of c line rt long tho RODE Vr.clloy. 
Priority soomod to bo- fr Jra North to South. but photogrr phs c:.1.f 28 end ;.~g October 
show tho defenses to be cantmuous L,nd ro~. s onr.bly formidt blo for scverc.l miles 
South of DUlmN (F-1145)~ Depth o.n<l donsity of thu positions very consi doro.b ly 
L.nd consists of light field works. SLli..~lJ. concn.~b pill boxes r.ncl cnti-tnnk 
cc.soBc.tos c~ppoar occr,sionnlly . The P';ss ibility of concreto oml'bcomont in or 
co.m.ouflc.god us houses, hr~ystccks, etc., must not be ovcrl oo1:.ed . .t)hot ogrc.phy 
shmV's r,ctivity c.round buildj_ngs D.nd ht.ystc.cks. Critic~.l tcJ\ms snoh c.s J)iJREJ'J 
(F-1145) c,nd JULIGfi (F-0359) hLve porinoter defenses . Ls those t~)' .. :ns [ ro the 
f'oco.l point of r ocds c.nd n ilroocls ~:mel c~ s thoy rro usur lly si tnc. t·xl. :i.n tho 
nt:.tural c.dvt,nce corridors they bec ome strongpoints o.f iuporl;t,nco . 

n(2) J~nothcr lmo of defenses oxton<.l:L.'1g Nortr111..n:.rd fr ou JSCif~i:SILER 
(K-9647) joining tho RO:.::R. Rivur Li.no o.t LHHHCH, hr s boc~L e:.;:tuns i voly c~ovc lopod . 
Hero thoro is evidence of comr,nmity cli~;5;inc; c.nC c:xtor.s ivo cnti-t: nk ditoll:'cn; . 
Although wo ods obscure rJ.uch of the:. :roc. South of ESCli1·iEILL : ~ there is uvidc,::.co of 
tho so defenses continuing froLl tho \iostorn o~:go of the tcJ!im. in r n ere Southo~ st- ~~ 

v;c.rdly towurd GRDSSBNICH (K-9942). * * * * * * 
11 (3) Lr..tc photogrnphy llidicntos tho onor:ry int ends to d ony us tho 

use of tho nutob·lm. Tho Lutobnhn bridge owr tho no:;:;H. hrs boon r eported cs 
d-estroyed end mc.ny of tho ovorpnssos whcro it crosses other hi[';hwr.;ys Ctnd r[.il
roc..ds Lre bc :ing propt .rod for demolition . 

11 (4) Unquestionc,bly lNO oc~s c.nd troos hide r n Hpprocinbl0 port ian of 
tho onomy's dofonsos. (The: overprinted defense IIl[.ps, scl, lo 1:25,000, ehow tho 
d.etnils of this ol bornte systom o.nd co.n bo. k ept up -Go de-to by t·dding the now 
:instnllc. tions cs they cppor.r * * ':' ':' .) As oLch defensive lino or crete ranchos 
[~11 offuctivo stL.to of propr..rt,tion L. nuw one is bogU...'tl behind it. Scnttorod 
entrenching is now cppot-ring c.long th0 l1.L{FT River end Ccnc.l c.t Kt.?ELLEN (F-2181), 
:£1'Rll/lMEl1.SDOHF (F-1872), BLEinCEElJ (F-1865). :CLSDOHF (F-1760) [llcl betvvoon. MODW\TH 
(F-2854) r:...nd TUHNICH (F-3052).. As on p1·ovicus lines tho priority of construction 
t.gc.m sooras to be fror:J. North t o Soutl1. 11 

c. ·vYor.. thor: 

(l) WO(\thcr conditions during NovoDbor c.ro likuly t o c0ntinuo goncrclly, 
un:ft;voro.blc for r.-rmoro·d opontion duo tv _probcbility of n.in ~ nd poor visibility 
cnusod by 10\'r clouds , hr~z0 c,nd dr iz z lo . This conJ.i tion IllL<Y prc"Jtl il two thirds 
of tho do.ys. n or~t lly improving in v..:.ry mg do groe s by 11 oon. I;xpor i on co shows . 
thc.t 17 dtcys of ruin or 2 . 28 mchos of procipitction rnc~y bo o~~ 1' ct vcl . Snovv con 
be oxpoctod on two dr..ys. Provtt iling wb:1ds ~:~ro from th0 vw st with r..n c.vorc.go of 
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8-10 x;;ph but per iods of sever[ 1 days of cnlms 111cy be expo ctocl . 

cl • . Enor.w cc.pcbilitics : 

( 1) 'rho onony is co.pr,blo of dofo:1ding hjs rr~ Ront pr;sitions . 

(2) Tho onoJ<W l:;: cqx .. blo of countorntwcking in cJur zo11e with o. pktooE 
or c:.Jnpc,ny of tcnks nnd n bn of :inf within six h1·s r: ftor Ln ntt[ ck nnd vvit:1jn 
12 hr s in :liv strength :L'1c luding L bn of tnnks . 

Discussion : It i s possible tho.t tho ene;:qy will dofond his prosont 
positiuEs end dolo.y t o tho RU:illaver. ConsidcrEb l e digging clong tho Rur" 
~(i v...;r J.,.; Lcl[o to the be l j.of thtL t it is tho un in line of defunse boforo COLuGi,Ji.J . 

2 • ]iS~).CNT JlcL ELI:lvlENTS OF INFOR>[h T ION : 

c. . ·~111c,t is tho loection of mbu fie l cs l\Tld .hT wc::.,pons iL tho PJ..STE1~RLTH 
(K- 974:::) - ~JJ~J.I.TII ( K- 971:1:3) ··KOJ:'TE:IJIGH (K00.:,± 3) o.rou? 

b . Will ·i;ho orwqy countord;tc.cl: wost of t ho HUR? ,-ihun 1 whor e o.nd in who.t 
strength? 

c. r1hc.t j_s tho condi tim of b!' :Lc~ rcos o\or tho Rlf.R o.nd EI~FT Rive r s? 

d . Hill tho line of tho E:L~FT .iliver be dofondod? If so , with wbct t r oops ? 

o. Hill r..rJ:wrcd reserves cEcst of tho R£ITIJB bo emvloyed west of tho RHTiifE? 
·;f.hon nnc1 in trhu t stron[;th? 

3 . l;:l:,CONNfilS.SLHCE LND OBSE1(VATION: 

o. . Lvio..tion: Ii.esu l ts of T[tcticL,l ~{oconno.issc..ncc wi ll be d:Lssonino..tcd . 
I1issi.cns of c.n urgent no.tur .. ; wi ll be requested through G- 2 . 

b . Ground Itoconncdssc.nc e : lnitic.l r oc·:>rm::d.ssu,co will to rat.tdo by cornbct 
olon1onts . 

4 . :t.~.suREs Fo~: Hi·NDLDifG ~"J.ISONE:r~.s 1">.ND cLL)TU:.U:::D n ocmliENTS : s .o.?. 

5 . MA:i~S AND ~HOTOG!I.A.i'US : As issuod . i.c~c'itiom.l cover of 1: 25 , 000 dofcnso 
pr :intn O.Jld 

quc,r tor s . 
c~ir .t:)h ntor;rv .. pb.o vvi11 bo l~!C~\·'.c ~.vL~ilr· blo Vfhen rucoivod fronJ. l1igher 
~ioquosts for spoc:i.: .. J. : i:c pllc;t cgruphy will b"; m.~ t do through G- 2 . 

6. C01JlJ TE.Li:IN'l'ELLIGDNCI: : 

ovor
houd -

o.. . Spoci~:,1 Lttc.ntion w'i.ll bo :1 J(d to rc.d:i. o Lnd to1ephono socurity C\nd to 
t ho sc.foguc.rcl:L'1t~ or' documents con:rlcc·i:;,;d ;·r ith th.o uporrt:i.ons of FO r/=16 . 

b . L.11 porsormo l wi ll bo n1ort t) c1ctoct cnony t [~cnts l:novm to be opcroting 
behind First Army lines or Vlho nay bu lr_,ft behind our linos cs our t r oops cdv::.nco . 

c . Attention i s cliructod to 1otto r this h·JLLtlUC:rtors 15 Soptwabor 1944 , 
subjc ct : So cur ity D.1ring O.tJor~ t ions in. Go:r1:1cny . 

d . Dotuchmonts of the CIC with C Cond L , C Cond J Ul'~- Div Hq . 
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7. ~1BFORTS Ll-JD DIS 'riUJUTION: S.O.?. 

Offie'0.l: 

ROSE 
C·Jc.td::; 

5 Incls: 1fl- Ordor cjf Jcttlo OvcrJc,y , C'ol'.cJ3 Sector- 1:~;5,000 • 
. -i2- Order of Jtd;tle O-v-c1~lay, 1.rr.1y Suetor - 1:21::',ouo. 

-;{=3 - Ord0r of Jcttlc llctoG . too 
tf.-1 - Terrn in Ovodt<y t r.> tho HUll. - J. : 2ti ,000. 
i/6 - Tcrrl. i.'1 Ov·ur l~;y I(T;l{ & !.UIJ.LJ~ - 1 :100 ;000. 

-· Ll -
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("I ... ) fl 
\.)- l ..... I .. . L--.J .. .J.. 

l'!,o tollovling is a synth~sis of f.'."~Jtl.:ilt.)lo 5nrorrnation C!!l nll divi-
sions 11h:tch o:ro TJ0\1 tropa:ltvd in. CCli'J;ta ct on Vli- DCWJ;)S. f\rap,i~ ,Q:r wh&oh at 'irs be
liio':'r::d i~.o.y bo cnc :cunt.orcd d'Urcimg) t~1is opere.tiOJ.-:to 

2 i'L,r~--~~t ;)lVL~IOi; -A GC--.7Ci1ltmr'l Luttuitz (Ln.st rcJ_Jor"Gc;d JFl;y 3), or Col Jrnssurto 
' id;ory: (he of the r:;i;ronr;o .. ~ ch·.i. s :i.ons in ~:re.ncc ~t the tiue or the :ir: 
~-~-:ron; it 1'JF.l. S cor·.ndtted ver:,r 0r..rl;,r i n ttc Gacn-C£cUL'.Iont sector. It took 
~Jf:crt ic. tho r ct:rcr:.t tov1nrd Gcr:,ar~y n :.tor t he battle e.t in le isc • ;~o rc:)ort 
>un uccn rec.:liwd of its d<.;struc~ic.:a1 durinc; tl.ta ·i; cr.npn:i.fJl nlthov.;~~ ~ i·~s 
losses v:cre unC:oubtc(].ly o:r:trt.ucly S(.)VCl'Go i1. De..ttle Group Juchol't ( ::"'oi': :,:Jd 
J.'l'o,.r elouc:r.:ts oi' JO' f'z Gr ... ~o;;-b) is t~:o only oloJ ,:ent of the div relit~ . .'bly 
r ~:p ortotl since no reached tho tJ ort:.crs of Gcrl•llny. P.is report the div is 
r:.oY; r•o .~·or ;; . .J:l.G solrlcuhero in Gcrmo.nJ'--J?roba.bly in the Colo1:;nc . Lt'ce • 

.Q.92':J2~ t i 0::.: 
2 .1.'z 1~cn Jn--co, !.<j •J Chl: o.:_'J~J m· .LL1dcl., j:or;rnl1y b cos. 
3"7'i~~:f--:oc, Lt Gol 1.och . 
• --- ... .:J:n .. -co, Ca_tJt .ieC:,u::::iJru ck: 

l Co-- .., C, Cci.JC vo:n Losden 
1 Co--J !), -:, ,o.) ~; ~k.nz in6• F'Pl: 1/59179. 

II an--l·: oth :i.J1:~ r;-;cc:~: r,ly r e ported. 
2 Pz Grcn .:lc ;·;t--CO, Lt Col ;r,':~·. ::.<;ort (?). Ldj ... vblt Crortke. 

Hq Co c,:.; , U:; VuL:c l;;:a • 
I Bn--:.::0, ;.;C.Jl; J.;: ur.dts. 1·::-•:; O&:lDb. 

2 Go--(~(, , i.t uoir.h!:.rdt. 
J ~;o .. - :;~; , UuH Llcinert. 

Il Jn--CO, :Jr::1~ oud3che.u. ,;,dj., Lt Feitn.cr. 
ti \~o--CC , Lt : ~c..;:_ttJr. J.: '!.~1; 21''145. 
6 Co-~cp, Lt I:Uoth. r-'.r'l J 141r.!O. 
'7 Go-~GO, Lt Tluc:<.cnstoin. ;.,-·[, la:>oD. 
8 co--co, Lt Sc\Uer. f'i'l: OOG15. 

9 lni' :1o~; Co 
10 .... ,n.;;r Go 

30'* .:-'z ~~22-.:.~e ~;~--C C ~ Lt Col .·.clJac\6 • 
. ~lcnc.nts o · ·c~: .is r0 ;; t ~tr=.. vc been se.cr L·icoC: ~c.r1 ·t;hc 

.r't.!:·Cl:on !i~rvw:~:.,)lc. ?art of tflis 1·G~~t f1Rs bo€n id~Yl.ti
fiet:. ij~ lnt y1c · r ou~; .:uchert. 
l ~n·- (<'r.;cJ.'i' ) CO, .. .a.j TE>.nzlor. 

1 Go--~, o, Oblt :;chol inr;. 1.·'I'i! 0 J l7G. 
3 Co--uu, Oblt .Stockmoycr. 

li ,Jn--GO, Ce. YG :t:lbhuhner • 
b \; o--GU , Lt .• ~ir.dlr.nd. 
G Co-- co, capt j~n:..;v. 

7 Co-- ~;1..., Capt Dot t. 
a Ini' , : o;r Co 

10 iill~;r Co 
74 J,rty l{C&;t·-~ arty bns. c;._;, Col _ _,cus or hj I:eusl. 
;,;.t; 1iz :~:u,';r 3n--CO, . .a. ·i }_ol0::c3 n r_~ ~ ?) • ArlT:/ rer :ortod l: ov 5 tLe.t a. 
- - _ u "-' I:' 

. .c.rsch Go o c' liJ :J : .• en \,rf. s distr ibut;c<J to .:5 cos· of on. 
3L Pz :.; i ;~ :Jn 
60 L.T :Jn:".:CO, • .llj Storz. 
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;s i'Z ::R;~:.· DIV 
------c . .-.::::Jeilcvno (r{cplt-ce<.l Li-en ~~cc':or'!) 

:t=istory: C.ne of' thu divisions dcs'Ci;oyod at Stali.n:~;rad, it ·;112s l'Ofm•noa 
in ~··ru:.{ce Etnd sent to tho Italia:~, ..:'ro.r•t June lS'46 \'Jhuru it we.s active in
terni0tc:ntly uutil it v:as tre.ns:i.'un·.;d. :.o the .6storn .l!ront in l\U[;t.lS·c 44, .. 
lt say: sevorc adion en the .Jol:t'or-G f'l"Qnt un·til th> l.iicld.le or October 
\.'}!01-c it 'l.Jf,G sent ~Jorth to ·0cl~J S.v l:.aoh<>no It ltmnch~Jd scvural s:i:ll.ll coun
·L0re. i.:.te.c~·:s in ar~ C:'i"'ar·t to sta .c u?.:' tho final tukin;: or .t:.aclton. 

~2~osi ·t~: 
lOij Pz ~~en i3n--GO, Capt /E:ldbc.i.'• 
10T;z ·,in-·-:."0 tar;ks ,;oreide :-:td2:1c.;d r:ith the div whilo it was :i.n the 

Jclfor0 r.re£'.. and. e.iJ.• o ~JsCl'VGd no ·tanks durin,; the '.,.co·vo li, 
bu~ somu 60 tanl·;s l:Cl'G l'tJ ported used. durinr; tf>o cotL"YJ'Gor•• 
D.tte.cks e.t i~E'..che::1 ancl a Y.; cave the follorrin ~ ; inlor"~ation: 
Cri[;:i.nally tLe bn I:o.cl o assault r,utl cos of 18 1 onc-ban·el...;d 
Sf' 7bmn . E;I>.:ns vac:1 a.m.: 1 A/Tk Go. }',; .:'urthor ruportod th~H'v 
viure only 7 cuns i:o his suctor Cct 2;; and that ~02 i"ssa.ult 
Cun lriga.C.c (lo.st. l'C)or·tcd aJ.; a.bont co st:/.'~J' t;~th) ... -.as st~p
iJortinf; th,; 0 i v. it is _Jrohe.blc that on roe.ch:inc tid.s scc
tcr e.nd <.lu:d;rt:; tho lull a ~\,cr the _: achen be.ttlos, t:.c div 
liiS.!lf:t [~fJd to r:c t te.n1: or assault ~';Un rvplacc:uents. 

i.3 Pz lircn l:ur;t--B:r.berod .i?l' '-' s r..:nt cl.l'' C:J & uith il. ~n er;tire.tocl sl.rc:; gtl-1 o£' UO 
ltiC:l £lGr co. ~':: :r.·u ~Jor·l;; Oct 20 t i·a.t ;5-100 l.t~m r:e:ce -:!ith
c.ra~:n i'r·o: t~te r·c ;t for ,_'urchn· t1·ain ~:n::; in Cicr1any 
tmd 1.;~m ·c tho r c ... t nr.s disbanch;d. It Lns not 11ccn idcn
tii'ied for so, :·.c U .r.:c on tl-:~ l:int: . ;:.or!(:l\'vr, ·~here is 
al~~-:' s t>to )Oss:i:bllity -t;h~o:.t it has l.Jccn rool·_sa:nizc:d 
ciurinc; t llC lnll a..:'Lor Lacljenco 

2£.:- 1->z l.-ron _{oGt--Cu~ . aj .ic ·:<lno:t•. 
- 8 Co8 -l mc:!.-:~e.r pltn -.:ith 6 bcr.t , tortarsz 1 .: G pLn 

1. it!!. 1 ' ;_.,; 1 AT .iJltn \Jith 2 '/5nm AT ;:uns; 120 
n1on. · {, ~olJO:C' t,cd Cot 26) • 

D, 10, 11 Coa•-.J.'otul 220 r.Km r<.:.::ort0d 'jet. 17. 
3 Artv Ho;~t ... -I Jn-·ROf:)O.r··;.oo. u:i.(;!!. ;; htrios ca oi' .:1 lOLa.an hc•;s os .• 
----·<-~:.:..... 

12 Ii:.t~ ·-· '.t' ~y DIV1Sl O.t'; 

II Bn--:;an': as I ,jn. 
Ill Jn-·2 btr ics of / lGOmm hous fJa 

l btry o;: ~ lOf:i' .u:i f;uns. 
'.1.1-l::: l'O 1:"-.:;.; "' ru ~)Ol''G tha ~~ n I l3n l'C 1.1.\ incd in Italy • 

. Even L.' fJO, rc1Jlaccucnts vrer0 pl'obnbly recoiv.JC: 
since t Lu . ·o;;1..: •• or·::ho 

LiG-- ~:l;:rt v.Lut;z ov! (pr <-;. ious ·co oo:·.d..:.'!.''; to . thv -.Jost). 
:itcccntly roiJOl"tcd to bu Col ..:;;:i,;:.~l Ol' Col Schir.:lc. 

:, istor:r: The div.1:t.s idcntir'ied. .. om· froxrt Sept 16. It 1:as sent :Cro;;1 .8 
~-~~~ whure it had been rcconst5.t·~.~c:..c( nne n<;~. ly oquilJfCd follo.t:L11r; a sev
orc dei"'utct on the H.usGie.n i'ron'..;• >t ~·;as s<.mt to our 1'ront to t>rcvunt the 
(;J:_1f:.naion or~ our break throu;:h ·l;;, .... : .. c· frict. Line and to protect Duren. 

- 2 .. 
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It co··mteratta.cked for several 0.c.~rs on ·oath our flanks, n.:-tcr ·which roGtS 
WGl'G reported to ltav;.c rect;ivc J r uplucc:ilcnts for their qu5:tc hs-:::.vy losses 
(;.}J:'cbably fro;n the e. ~ ; c; lo;·1el'!:'. >:;ion of leone Hes, i or·trosc::, ctn. bns j n ·~he 
aroa). It 1-vus at first repo1·tcd o. :, full stren;:;:th--1~ ,000-H ,000-- 1;lJcn it 
c.:,:ltcrc d. this area. later docw:1crrl:iar:;r evidence ca vc tru stront;th of 216 In£' 
.Uiv at a;}:2rOX. UOOO nnd it is :J.Oc believed that tb:l 12 l.YJ.l' uiv is :mch 
:rcl' on:.:or than ·chat. l'he lull on i i.;s f ront and tho im}:-"l'tancc attached ·~o 

"ci,rd; l'ront lJy the don:"£ln hlci.1 co.n.,ancl ::ll.kc it probable the.t the div has 
c::..:.2.:ln been t>rOU[~ht to its ori£;in::..l s7.rongthe 

C011L)os i t ion: 
~ l(}::.ls {:{cr:) nn--COJ _aj . . 

... ~SC.:.:l. . 

1st 
bt!:. 
6th 
'/th 

3 lt troops --- 9p1·ox 70 r::o:;'l oP,er repor·t(_;cl. 
1 :<.vy ~;l'U O)--Jc;_~ ortcc:. with :, 'Gs, blnun nortaro, and 

120u:J mor·tars • 
1 j:nE;r Plt j1 
l Ar i?lb!l-- 80_-u.,. .i.oc :~et 1;uns C'J.'UPt.)chon"). Clm is 

s :i.·<i.lal· to cur ba z oo!(tl, but; is :·;_ountoc on 

Uo 
Co--80 ncn 
Co--dO ,:iCrl 

Go--dO ILK:r~ 

i.! G~;CJ. ,\ocket ~Tojcctor (Ofenrohrc) • . ' ini .. 
lar to our bEzooku. 

rc· )or-Gee]. 
rc· 2; or~tc~ d. 
~.·~ ,~ 
~ ~ J())~ t :. d. 

Evy Cos--t) ·, C, G 2cn mort~.r s, :5 12cn mortars. 
13 Co 
14 Co--l pl tn of.' 10-12 ba. zookas, 1 pl tn of cit her inf 

hovvs or ant:i.-tank guns. 
48 Inf Regt--1\hj Osterholt reported in regt. 

11 21 3 COSo 

5 Co--Reporte d with 110 men. 
Hvy Cos--Probably tho same as 89 In.f Regt r. 
II Bn·--Identified on tho XIX Corps front but pr oba.b1y 

returned to area s incc thene 
13 Co--CO, Oblt F:i.l::er. 111 men reported Oct 22 0 

14 Co--SO men, 3 75rrun AT guns, bazookas. 
27 Inf Regt--CO, lV.rn·j Lcnnp or Lc·,,m. 
--------- I, In' B:ns :l.Jont i f i ed . P,J reports only those bns ex ist. 

t5 Co--Co:nt8.:1.r1s half-truck s and flamo throvvors. 
D Co--CO, c~,pt Janke,. 
10 Co--Pvi r vported no officers were left after first at-

tc. cl-:: s, 
11 Co-- [\._j lJOl't ed with 100 men. 
Hvy t:md roc;tl Cos--pr ob~cb ly tho same as 89 Inf Regt. 
Asso.ult Pltn--III Bn hns a si>'\J ciul plt.."l culled 11Assault 

Pl tn 11 --30 r•10n with machine pistols. 
Arty Regt (12]l--C01 l•~~Boehm. Repor·ted with 3 lt bns of 12 105mm 

gun/hvws eo. and 1 med bn of 9 l50mm hovrs. 12 Btry 
C01 Lt neugobo.uor. 

12 Engr Bn--Used as infantry. 
2 Co--Reported with 120 men. ( I-IL~s suffered some losse s.) 

- 3 -
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12 Anti-Tr,nk Bn--1 Co--12 75Mn AT gtr1s (Ivitz). 
2 gtms v:roro roporte:d dostrQJ·cd. 

2 Co--12 75mm Assnul t Guns. 
3 Co <;;Or·nn fl t h T ""'nn --~ .. ... ..... l.l .·... (J\A. lo.) 0 

1012 Asso.ult GUX!- Co--.R.cporte d with 8 o.sscnlt guns, 150 men (Oct 14)., 

15 PZ G:aEN DIV 
-CG--Gor:IT Eberhv.rdt Hodt., 

History~ TI1is division wo.s actively engo.god in both the Sicilian o.nd 
:C-Galicm cc..mrxdgns before being. transferred to the We stern Front in la:bo 
August with tho 3 Pz Lrr Div in c.n effort to halt tho US 'f!.:.:.:t.rd ~rw: dr·ivo 
torro.rd Gormany. Towo.rd tho end of Oct, it moved north and vms identified 
on tho British sector. lVIor0 re.contly it hD.s loft the line and is prcsl-un-
o.bly i.n. rcsorvc in tho Cologne ._ ' aroo.. VII Corps osti:mntod 7000 mon 
in tho division Oct 26. 

Composition: 
115 Pz Hen Bn 
115 Pz Bn--Roportod tho.t bn re<;:oivod c lements of 113 Pz Brigade be

foro mov-ing north. Another r 'oporot Rto.tod that 30 Mk V tc .... nks 
wor:.; roco i vc d o:n tho wo.y north., 'rho Bn mc.y have as :mnny c.s 
60 to.nks o.nd/or o.sso.ult gunso 

104 Pz Gron Rc:~--Be:].iowd with 3 bns. 
115 Pz Gron K'ogt--not bolio\ivd with tho div. 
129 Pz Circn lkl-gt--Bclicvv d to ho.ve 3 bns. 
33 Art,TJro gt 
33 AT Bn -
~-Engr-3n 
78 Sig Bn 

9 PANZER DIVISION 
CG--Gon Jolassi or Gon1t Vir~lto l.~ :)u holloro 
History: Formed in Fro.nce froin ro:mno.nt s of 9 Pz Div c.nd 273 Pz Tng Div. 
Our fir-st encounter with clomonts of this div wc.s in tho drivo fram M:l.y
crme to Rc.:::os. It wccs badly cut dv.r ;:: tho r otroc.t to Gor:mD.nyo It ,vo, s 
oncountorod agr,in soon u:.','tor O' '!r i:1itio.l o.ss[mlt on the Siegfried Line. 
At thnt ti::no, the ci i v cm:trollud c, ntunbor . of orsutz ond misc ullaneous bns. 
Since then, its uso iu c. count or-o.ttucJdng r ole in tho Arnho:im. sector and 
absorption of othe r nnit s il.dico;t.E:J it l lCcS m&no.god by reorgnnizc::tion to ro
·turn 'Go c. nwr o o f fc. ctivu stren gth. This div is c.1so out of contact and mo.y 
bo expe ct ed t o bo in tO:ot icc.l rosorvo o.nd co.po.blo of commitment on tho 
First US Arnw f ront. 

Composition: 
9 Pz Rcn Bn--CO, WJD.j Buc~~ off (Lc,st Re ported in August). 
10 Pz Gren Rc gt--Army re:t.)orts docur.1o:ntc.ry ovidonco o:E' 3 bns ( l'J av 3) • 
11 Pz Grcn Rogt--M::.y also ha:ve 3 bns$ 
33Pz Regt--Believo d to ho.vo. o.b Gorbod sor,le olomcnts of 105 Pz Bdo. 

llb.;y have rpco ivod other ro i.n.forcomonts,. 
50 Pz AT Bn--504 AT Bn. with 88mn g,uns wo.s r oportod o.ssocintod with 

. di v o.nd l~JD.y hc. ·vc boon a bs or bod., 
102 fz Arty Re~--Div controllod 4;60 IIvy Arty Bn, 59 Hvy Arty Erso.tz 

l3n during Soptombor .. They have probably boon ab~ 
sorbed into tho o.rt~;r rogt. 

3-E-C-;R .. E-T - 4 -



/ 

I • 

116 PANZER DIVISION 
-- CCc:k8portud c:ltornutcly u[~ Col Wo.ldcmborg nnd Gonlt Gorhnrdt Gro.f von 

Schrrorino Van Schvrorin is considered ono of thu c,blost of tho Gor 
u.c.n gonorc.ls . Ho is extremely populo.r with his nono Tho div o.djutnnt 
is identified nt Mc.j Gudorkn , son of Field Mcrshnll Heinz GudcriLn, 
to.nk export, o.ncl now cjs of tho Gormu:c. Ar.rrr;. 

!Iistory : Tho div ;vns formcdby tho c.mo.lgt:~untion of 179 Pz 'l'l:;.g Div o.nd lo 
?:3Tfr0ii' Div rcmnnnts in F:r.c.ncc:. Conu:d:!:;tod on tho Normo.:ndy front, it lost 
hoo.vily on tht.' British sector, in c. countoro.ttnck c.t Mortcin, c.Ed :ln mo.k
iEg its osco.po from tho Fc,la.:i..so pocket., It VJr'.s ucth'D in tho dofonse of 
Ac,chon Lnd lcd;or withdro.vm to tho Juolich r:.rea for a reported rufitt:U1g. 
It hc.s boon identified recently a.s the c 01mtorntto.cki.ng force o.ttcn11pting 
to hc.H tho c.d"'v~.:.nco of tho 38 US lnf Divo 'lhe div ho.s rocoivod ropla.ce
nonts from 10 0 Pz Gr H.npl Bn, 6 Pz l':rty Bn.1 60 Pz Gr Ikpl Bn, 13 i..iAF Fort
ross Bn. PWs to.kvn fron tho div ha.vo em nvorc.go 3-5 yocrs mili·tx:.ry oxpori
oncoo 

Compositim: 
- 116 Pz Rcn Bn--1 Co--50-60 J.icn, 12 Armd Co.rs (Ropor-\;od Oct 17) • 

2 Co--.i.'robnbly sa.r.1o c.s l Co. 
3 Co--80 uon r vportcd Oct 1'7~ 

Bn prbo.bly contc.ins t< pltn o.f' L.T suns c.nd o. pli;n of 
Inf £iows or 120:rrn mortnrs ., The dusirod orgc.nizc\tion 
consists of 5 cos, 

llG P7: Rogt--Estimt:.:.tos of to.nk st1·ongth wry f ruH 25 to a reported 
lf:iO. It is pr obo.blc th:J ro gt h::-.s b the vic of GO to.nks. 
'fne lo.tost exti:r;-c.to fror,1 28 US lnf Div (now in conto.ct) 
is 25 l'vik V to.~1ks. I,Ik IVs [~nd IV!k VIs ha. 1rc o.lso boon ro
portode It so021s possible tho.t tho rogt conto.ins o. mixed 
bn of GO tanks o.nd a. bn of C'.sscult gtms. Tho rogt never 
ho.d rJ.orc tho.n 2 bns. 

60 Pz lir,n Rogt--CO, H':l.j Zo.ndur. 
I B:~1--CO, Gc..pt :~c.gol 

Co.rr ied in ho.l£'-trc..cks. 
l , 2 1 3 Cos--Ect.Jortcd Nov 4 vrith nppr ·ax: 50 men 

oQ . Or ganizod into 2 pltns of 4 
sq ds (7 men) on. 1 LlVIG per sqd. 

11: Evy Co--£1: 50mm morto.rs 1 G EMG. 
!\.A Pltn--Ono reported with co. bn of div. 

II Bn --C O, Cccpt Schneider or lift:\j Eustonsen 
IU.flo cos c.re roportod with 3 r.utornc..tic rifles, 
;~ bo.zookc.s (ruplncing AT soc b Co) . Eo.ch sqd 
is rc port,;J wi t:1 2 Pz Fc\Usts. 
Bn is trc.nsportcd. i.11 trud:s. 
b Co--CO, Lt Hcln1:.n .. 
8 C o--4 ELfGs . 4 Glm..rn mort~ r s, 4 75Ill.il AT t;uns . 

Rcgtl Cos--IVk'.y hecve 9 Inf Hov,; l.nd 10 Eng~· Cos. 
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156 Pz Groi1 i.?.egt--co, Col :F'is·cher . 
I Bn--CO, Cc.pt hir.tor. 

B11 reported with c:.rmd cc.rricrs. 
Ri.:'le C os--3 pl tn::; of 3 sqds eo.. 1 Ll:viG in oo. 

sqdc 1 hv-y pltn of 2 ILIGs O.l1d pos-
sibly some nortt~rs. . 

Hvy Co.--l'rovided the hvy p1tns for the rifle 
cos . M0rtcrs LUY be coLcen trc~ted :L."l 
iiliis co far effective firepo~JEJr~ 

2 Co--CO, Lt Mueller., 
3 Co--CO, Lt Bo.ckstodto 

II Bn--Eiflo cos pr obc. bly s imilc r to I Bn" 
8 Hvy Co--Reported Oct 211 with H1i!G, 8cri1 mOi't. 

tccrs, 3 75r,u.1 J,T guns, 3-4 20mLl il.L/L.1'o 
Regtl Cos--l\'ic..y ho.vu 9 In.f Hovv o.nd 10 Engr Cos., 

146 Arty Re~:-;t-·-CO, Kall (AuGUst 44) o 

------ I r1n--CO~ l\fll.j So.ndkuhl (.hugust). 
Possibly 3 o.rof::y bns (24 1061~111 gun/hovrs, 8 150.1.Ll hmvs , 

· 4 l05r.ua guns) o 

675 fz E:q~r Bn-- CO, Cupt Al)pe1,. 
------ Est:L.:JD.tod 100 men Oct 17. (prob received rupl sir'.co) 

228 Pz S;;.g Bn 
Worl-±6 Fold Brs B!l--Lo.st l"oportcd with 280 men. Not he vily ongnged. 
J,J, Bul'GHQT=-hop-ort:"d with dh-. \fH1 probcbly heLve sevort'l 88r&n AL/AT 

guns~ 

176 INF~' NTRY DIV 

History: This c.ctur~lly c. croup of 1:is0ollo.noous units ho.stily thrown to
gc.:bhor:-under tho control oi' 1'76 D:i.v Stuff, in c.n effort to stuvo ot'f fino.l 
diGa.ster v..s wo o.pproo.ched tho Siegfried Lirw 0 'l'hcro hi.\S boon s ,_· lo c.-vidonco 
tlwt c.tter.1pts were mc.de to roorgc.r .. i~;c tho r,li:::collo.rcuous units c.:r_d ro:~uo.nts 

i..'"lto divisiono.l units il.'. LJJ. effort to h .. provc the. ;;:f:'ficioncy of t''-G cliv. 
It is oxtromoly difficult to o.ssoss tho stron[;th of such o. unit but it no.y 
he. vc c..s l,J::cw o.s 2500-3000 non~ It hccs boon in conto.ct c1uost. continuously 
sinco the niddlo of' Soi_)t. 

Conpositim~: Tho follv. citl [; l:J.-:its t,ro r <. ported under its control: 
22 G~.F Ro:;t 
15D Rop1 Bn 

.167 lvt.r sch Jn · 
328 Ropl Bn· 
4 64 Ru ]?1 Bn 
2 86 ( j.'hr tr oublc ) Rc pl Dn 
15 Hen Bn (Ronur:ibol'od 176?) 
30G West Bn 
25 Holi'10 guttrd Bn 
1 7G Arty H.e gt 
842 lfrt z GHQ J,rty Bn 
843 IIt ·z GHQ i.rty Bn 
423 Arty Bn 
15 Gll.F Fortress Bn (4 Cos) • 
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183 I!JFANTRY DIV 
c~-Gc;n Lcngo 
Hi story : Tho cU:v is o. hurriedly rcuo:•st:i.tutcd uu:Lt thc,t ho.cl bcon destroyed 
an tho Russio.n front" It is !'(,fJortod to be o. l'GllULlbGrcd VolLs::;ronttdio:r Div 
56'd:o Personnel includes c onvulcscents 9 ft.ctnry worker, RR cr:ployocs,. A:i.r 
Force porr;ormol~ D.:>J.d oven po.rt;;r rr.o"_i.bors,. It has boon in continuous conta.ct 
on XIX Corps front since corni ng to tho Westc It ontorod the liY'.G with o. 
reportud cor.1pa.ny strength of V.50 lx::c1.,_ Approx llOO PVl to.kcn fr OLl div by Oct 
l Oo 

Ccnros it ion: 
·---2DrFU"s (Rcr:.) Dn 

330 Inf Roct ··-3 bns of 4 Cos eo. reported. 
--·- III Bn--CO, Co.pt 1\oohlor. 42 MG Bn cmd NCO Bn Duren ro

P(:>rtod :incorporo.tod Oct 23,. 
3~3 Inf Ro:~t-· -3 bns of '1 cos on reported ~ CO, 1\':hj IIoffr,JD.nn~ 

- II TJn ... -C O~ Ca.pt Gc;j __ s:i.n.gGro 
NCO Bn J·uolich ineorporr-tur1 . (Ropor'bcd Get :~3) 

351 Inf I\.ogt--3 bns of 4 cos oo. roportuc: l) 
21 D :.rty .. Rcc;t --CO, Col i.:O.yor. 

I Bn--3 btrios oa of 6 75mm J;T guns (nt::z)~ 
I I Bn-- CO, C[...pt Bossoror., 

2 btrios oc of 6 105Jnm hows (mtzL 
III Bn-- 3 btrics oo. of 6 lCl5iam hows (mt z), 

IV Bn--2 btrics oc' of G lGOm;1 hovvs (horsc-drO.Wll). 
I 

Anti -Tr:.nk Co--Heporto0. Sopt 27with ~J ?:;rmnA/T guns . 
En[c;r cs--Roportccl Sopt 2'1 with 1';)0 non ~ Explosives Lnd r.l ines~ 

PAl1LCITIJ TE DIVISIONS 
------Ithc.s boon fc.irly well Gsto.blishod th[...t tho PL,rr::.c:mto Divisions ;Lc.tvo boon 
tho m.ost offcctivo of tho Gor:c-.nn formc.ti C\nB _. It i s on l y nt:t(;urtcl th::d; ovory effort 
would bo :mdo to reconstitute thoso c:ivs wl!ich ho.vo 8Uffcrod l osses c.nd to uso 
those o.·vo.ilc.b l o c.t tho most critic[~l _;_)o:in ts 111 tho lino, Sil~co o. goou porcontc.ge 
of roplc.oor,1onts for the ground for cos c.ro coming fr on thl; GcrrJIUl Lir Force :~ it 
i s o.lso probable tho.t cood porsu:mtc l J:'or th\_; roor r;nnizo.t i .:)n of those Pc.roohuto 
Divisions is o.vr.ikblo ~ 2 Pr..ra. c.nd 5 i.'n.rc. Divs ho.vu been rolio.bly rllported forn:l
ing in t.Jw Col ogno urou. o 

2 p;,R,A DIV 
CC}-.:.(;'fr_mlt HorJnt:,ml Bc r11l;c.rcl Ra.r'lckc . 
History : lUcmKr_~_tc of tho division wo r e r cpo1·tod in tho Brest Ponbsulo. 
cJ.urj:1.g the ct:\ml---nig;n in. Normr..nd~"• Fo-rr reports ht\vo been r oco ivod si:'lco. It 
is p.t' obc.blc: thc.t tLG cl:i:v wns not rofo£l:led i..->J. Brittany but thnt those e le
ments were wi thdr~.wn L~Ld c.re now r eport ed reforming i:'1 tho Cologne o.roo • 

Composition : 
2 , 6 ( ?) , 7 Pc.ro. lnf Regts 
2 Pc.ra L.rty Regt--Prollo.bly c. good number of 88mm t:;\.4->J.S h10ludocl . 
2 Pnru F1c~k Bn 
2 Para AT Bn--Probc.bly i:'lcJ.ucles 88mm gnus . 
2 Pa ra E:ng;r Bn 
.2 Pure. S i g Bn 
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5 Pl.RL DIV --·-CG--Gcnlt Wilko 
!!_istory: Th0 5 Pc.rr Div 1:vc.s used to hold 'Lhc Gorr1L11 lino to;ctllcr nt tho 
time of tho rronkthruut~h i n Nor:r;-!C,ndy. It fout;llt t.i.J.nost continnous l y in ti1. 
J:i'r:.lo.ise 1)oc l:e t c.ncl durinc tho rctroo.t from Fro.r.coo l..i'tor Sl'ffiC lii_;ht cm;tn. ct 
since ~ it hc.s been r 0ported severo.l tim0s cmd f r om w:l.doly L:i-f'fol:'ont s ources 
to bo r eforming in tho Colo;:_;nu Qrco.., If f ully ro constitutoCi~ it should bo 
o. fornidt:.,b l e d i v i sio:1c 

_C::upositir~ : 
ti P~.rt< llcn Bn 
13 I'c.rt~ Riflo Ro[;t--CO, Co.pt I'Ioshei.."'ler, 
14 l·)LrL, Riflo Re [_~t··· - CO$ Rc icl:o or :L1hj No::;ten 0 

15 Pc~rr, Rifle: Ro r~t--CO~ Lt Gol Groschko . 
~ . . 

5 Pnru L.rt:y- ltOgt-~Probo.bly 1vill inelu.de c~ rlur-lber of 88rran gun.sv /w· • .,_ 

.6 (5?)--t3 Pc,rc, Ropl Tng; Bn hc,s boon r vportod ft_,rmill t~ c.bout 1 :?o.rc...AT 
l~T ~3n Bn per mo? ... th, It nc,cr . be the, t tho nui.,bor G will be cho.n[~od to 

5 on o. t to. chuon t to 5 .l?c. rc.~ D i v ~ 
1 Co--·.1: 88ut:J. 1.T ,:·uJ::w,. 
2 c ~.)--4 7fl.t1I~l .J..;.. T t~ll.TlS S.i.J tl 
() Co-·-1 75"m:;J J: .. r::s~.ul'L gcn:.s or towed LT 1;uns., 
Lll thit1'ElO comlX---~.:..cs Lt>.y hc.-1,,; o.dclitiuno.l pltns of buzookns~ 

G Pc rc,_ El1 t.~r B11 

5 Ptcrn S ig Bn 

7 PARJ, DIV (iJolioved to 1Jc thC" sc.no i:\s Perc. Dhr E:cdl:JCc:::m.) 

i20 l)nr:... .Ro gt --II, III P.ns r up ortc d. 
;~ 1 Pc..ru Rogt-- II, III Dns ro _:?ort od . 
Divisicm.o.l units aro probc.bly nuraborod :;_ .. 

Po.rc. Rogt L1onzol- -Conposccl. of Pc.ra. Offic·:'r C~.r.:cl.:tdc..tos . Q"ly I Bn hc,s 
boon ropor·bod (Oct: h). 

I Bn--4 Cos of 120 :~;en co. . 

ss Dr:;rsiOl{S 
- :rhv 8.3 divs (1, 2 , ~~ , 10, 12, l7) o.rc in t21c pr ocess of r oor gc-nizo.tim. 9 
o.nd lOSS Pz J.;hs uro possibly :L.'1. Hollc.:-::.d . Tho others t-ro probc,bly close to tho 
Rhino. Thv d..,sirod C:l'G:.2,iz.o.t:Lr ... n for thoso diYisions ghrcG thcr11 r.bont 3000 :i.c1f1 
2000 mo:: in t'1o I:laq·, LT , G.EC', Gig u:nits . .rc this thcro 11iill be o.ddvd 2 lt o.nd 
possibly 11 ~\r1I l!l<AUum u.rt.:r o~_ , n c-:;.rq LL Bn probc.bly dr~.vm from tho fkk :.U1 tho 
Ruhr (.true.. 1 c,nd f:i.nc.lly tho tc,nh. l'C ,;t . l'!.1iG 0 ens is t s of c:, bn of 60 Pc.nth-Jr s o.nd 
pos sib 1y :;, bn of 42 & s sc. ul t ;;tms o 

Tho Sixth L.rmorcd i...ri.~· mcCur Scpp Dietrich co~1sisting of 1, 2, l 2SS 11 and Pz 
Lehr Divs is reported in tho Bielofu1cl c.ron 0 

,-
- 1,) 
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lSS p_·NZ2R DIV LDOLPII EITLL:R 
-·-cd--ss Gnt-:9pC';.fU:f;M:-;I'ho oclu Hisch (Lt Gen ) 

SS Bri[;O.dc.d'ullror liiuhnLc (Fc.j Gun) 
lSS 2z Eor~t --CO , Clbors";~;:;-ob:c•J.ud:'t.lh:f~;.t ~·Le ' Col ) _Pe;i.};XTo 
-------·-- 'l'c,nk Bll-- \;0, S·b\.u:ob~nf:uhl·,;;ni_fMaj l Kl jn?;o 

Ls sc.ul t Gun Bn-- C 0.., Ha.uptstuL1fuhror ( Ca.pt) Eo ttl i:nger 0 

1 SS Pz C'r en Regt--CS:"'\1<' i1osonkohl , 
~~-~"- i'z_ Gr_o!::~_Ho g~-~~ OSBF Frey o 

J.i)S Iz L.rty Reg;-c 
l (£1'Z- Hc:1Bi1--
lSS-·Fz'-G1;;i;Bn 
Ys s Pz LAe~'TB"n ( ? ) 

2SS p, "J:~ ZEE DIV Dl\S REICH 
- -- cJ.:-..:stcndc~;":t-;.)11 fu1ir8r (Co 1) otto En um 

Obor:f'uhr or (Brig Gem) La.riliilerd:int;a 

.?.§:S ___ Tm~ ~k['t --l~ood::; cor,ctplet:; r oo quip:1ont " 
3 SS Pz Grcn }~or;t Dout~whlo.nG. - -OSJF Yiitzlobcn ~ 
4 s;.fl?z-·Grcn l~or;t Dor "hw-f1r-or·-- SBF ifoicl:inr;or 6 

2 ~§ Pz -~rtx_Ho s.::-----··-·---
2 S~J LJ.j. Bn - ·- - --2 SS Pz Rcn Bn--IISF Rosch., 
0·s·•.·:· Pz ,, . ..., ·:·r P)1, __ uc::l'' B .. ·~ oz" 11. 
(.., >J ...r.. .J J.:JJ..Lb - ..., LJ.1...1 J. v. 4.(i 

2SSTT"Bi1--Sl3 F ( Ivlnj ) Knoop e 

1 2SS :PL.NZER DIV n:::TL:bR J'lJG:;::;N:!) 
CO-- Stccndurtc.nful",rer libyor Q 

12SS Pz Rogt--SF Wuonscho~ 
25SS Pz Grcn Eost -- OS3F Mil ius o 
2633 Pz LXr· .r~or·t --OSBF Molu1ko (') . 

12.ss Pz 1:u-tvRe a-t--OSBli' Schr oclor . 
~~~~=-~"~ ,, 

l2S3 Pz Itcn Bn-- Oldonbr ucckt: 

130 rz LElill. DIV 
CG- -Cionlt }'ritz .. )o.yurloh::. . 

G- 1--Lhj Hr: oc'~o. 
G ..... 2 ..... ~0ult £rlsCllCl' ~ 

G- 3--L!hj Kau.:Crno.rm o 
~3-.~'1 ...... I.L. j T'Jo rnck~J ~ 

130 Pz llcn l3n--Muj Fo. l lois., 
130 Pz .i.~c :;t·- - Col Bornhut or Col GorhD.l'd $ 
t'Ol Pz Gr<Jn :togt--Lt Col Schol ze ar Col v c11 Fc.usor .., 
'§O~l.~\.~ ... -Col Gutmann or Col 1ivclscher o 
130 i)z Ar ty &: gt --Col Luxembourger . 
1 30 Pz :Cnr;r Jn--l.hj Br o.ndt .. 
l ('lO Pz LT Ln--Mo.j 3c..rth ., 

- 9 -
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In o.ddition to tho ob o.rn oro d divisions in tho 6th Lrmorod Army, "bvo d:i.vi
ciuus, 9SS Pz Div (v!hich the Gormc.ns ho..vc had groct difficulty b extricating 
fron tho lj110) c.nd 17SS Pz Gren Div, whiuh fron recent reports hc.s :1chiovod 
n cort::,iJJ. amount of rcorgc.nizo.tio;l c.nc1 now is commgtod O:J. tho lino S of 1\'Iotz 0 
L1i :_;ht 00 USOl:, 

- ...... ; \ . ~·, 

888 Pz DIV IIlli2lTSTL LfFEN 
---·CG--01' Sylvester s:Ci:,dlor 

1 7ss PZ G:tilll'J Div GO_pT~!.?..._ B:snLICI~~]TGJN 
CG--Lo.st roportod Ivhj Gon ~3L1.Ul l c 

li1thouc;1,_ this diYisiun vrns c~lr;wst cornpJ.o C'.J ly do str cy-od in tho ba.ttlo for 
Fr:.. :·.co 11 cn'Bry effort hus Lu cn mudc to lJJ.Ciin·ta.i.l1 i·t c.s n unito It o.ppoo.rs tlmt 
there is u defLitu p olicy tho.t SS Divs ·will not bo disbnndod,. Deca.use of 
t~1.J long r ctroa.t fr om Fr~.nco, the d.iv could n .)t bo reconstituted mrbil roccnt
l;v ·dlon, a.ecording to C.ocu:,1<m.ts, it a.bsorbo<l tho foll01,vins units: 49SS Pz 
Gro:n '-'ri'-;o.d.v, 51SS Pz Gren Ilrigo.do 1 Ebho it Eochonberc (Bn sizo), 1 Co oi' 
tlhl 285 AT Bn. Un1oss it loses hoc..vily :in its p.r .:; scmt sect or, it co.n bo cm
skc r oc( o. stront; division. 

OTYIET~ l.J1JITS 
F:l.nc:,J.ly 2 lll f divs of very poor oo.libor c.rc bo ing .t'oruod of c. bout 5000 

r.1on EK.ch an the E bo.nk of the E.hino botwocn C1 oc;:.1o L.nd :l on n . P cssj.bly those 
c.ro Ei67 VolkS i_T '-• llL. tli Jr l'iv (Rc c;t1 Nos 1159, 1160, 1161) o.nd t;lw 569 Vo1ks
Grono.dior Div (:Lq;tl :~:os llut: , 1166, 1167). 

'l'ho 500, b02: , 500 L~Jb il o llns cmdcr t ho Rcct Fritsohen o.ro baing roor;o.n
izod on thu XIX C-.::r ~: s .'r unt. 'l'~"nf:, th._ r '; i_:t is c o. rablo of Lntorvcmtion on our 
soctcr, It h9-s b GOJ!. <._, ;~t i'iC.t. '. thc,t c ~.ch 1m hus 4:00 men L.nd 21 guns. 

341 Aslt Gtr.1 .Jd~_--Pl:--1 -·tr;y- h~ . s 9 h ·L:mn. hows SP. 2 .Jtry has 75rnu gtms SF. 
3 ,_. tr;;r l1: s 9 lOti .u. hows SF<> { culy b 'Gl.re working.) 

394 Aslt Gun Bde--l{eportod Occ ~2 0 y, Hh 0 btr·ios) ea. with 4:· 75tr.rn. "'uns on 
···--- III chassis a::..-,_ ... : G 105:,J.Il1 hows Sl-'.., ·;, Dt~y lost 4 '--'pieces 

~ Hvy Tank Bn--.2~{ reported Oct 14 3 cos nith 14 Tiger$ en o XIX Corps 
e.ted 20-30 Tigers b :Jn Oct 11 ~ · ·J~· 

I1:k III 
Oct 17" 
estim-

766 Lrty Bde--.?H--Newly equipped., I-l.e p orte d Oct 18 with I Jn of 3 btries of 6 
'75rrlln guns ea;; II and III Jns vrith l05mm ho-vvs., 

902 Aslt Gu...'l Jde--PW reports Oct 16--3 btries ec 1.·.;ith [i 75r.m ..8P gun en :Mk III 

chussis. 2 Jtry dostl·cyoct. . . JlLft~}\lU ly,.-(11.-'l 
- 10 - lvli~TOl:" GIFFLE~ 

1st Lt, FA ' 
ore,. ,yJ Unit 609 
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1i::!L.DQUAR..1'E~.S THIRD J.,_:q_:,;o:t.:;D DiviS I OE 
Of.:'ieo of the Co;:rr.f.l.u(i:l[:~ General 

1. eli . o. #253~ 
u~ s.; Lr::w.:; 
14 DJ ee:rt:bt3r 1814 c 

The 1:1ern.bcrs cf r~y st~~~-,f c~<~- I o:.t:t.r~ J:~d tc ·~E~ c11 i~~.1cliv

idu&l of th i s Divisicn a:;:, ,_: tc i,~Kir 2.o'TL-C'. G '· .. ·s ':l.t hoJ:o" 
01_.1.r sitlcere Cot:\ .. 1 Vlis~08 :i.'c~ .. U I..or:c·;llih! .. j .. s: .' £.5 (.~J cl. ~ Va;·~: 

Il£t Pl--'Y lJew Yee.r ,, 

The su..::ct. s: r.\~ 1 O~J0ro. t; ion of this Dh is iol! f.r o: ·" V1d 
beachvs ol Nan.nc'.ov to the bc.r:ks of' tho Hocr i:n ' 'er r:~y 
has been r:J£<J.G }JOssitlc cnl~r by your C'.c:vct:i.on -i~o crty, 
self sncr ifice$ o.nd £tdht:renco to tho hi,·h i<.\.&ls c -Jd 
stcncl<.r ds th' t -..;e ru.. V<J set for our sv l vo s. 

Plcucc trt..~1 s:ai t to y ot:r lovocl o1.c::: c. t h OJ..lL rty !:)ur
sonrl .~;ooc~ wish.; s ~' (1' tL.c co:Jing holidu.~·s , en :~ rrv s'..uc.:J.·c 
hope thct next Chr idmr.a uill fL--:td t;.ll of us ~·c,t.lit,,c: w~·bh 

those we left c..t h oHJe, wh,;:1 the r...ch:i.cveraents of tL.tJ 
Sp,Jnrhead Division ·will b·.J ·i:;hc sub,jvct of pr und Ct...l!Vur 

sc.tion rathor thou c bc,sis for futnre plunr::i.nt; . I t will 
than bo with 1:. f<.elin~ of ;;utisfcctiun thc.t wu wil l l:no·:r 
thG.t we hrYo dc?~o ou.- pe-rt to r 0::;toro "roaco on (;urth •.nil. 
cood will to l.lfJll, 11 
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13 - 1. e t 10 4. 

n. ro TF "X". · nd I.t Col. illiam 
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nt out ~ re onnoite 
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·:wounded nen; an f1h tlo · oro 1,;·..':111 d. out to ·'·he Cler.::tans in t a n1llbox to 
CT.nt.:.. ou.·t eud t;!va J1,.#:ru .•• wl ao up.. 'I''lG:t.';J lei·~ 12 of th(;ill inaicle~ I~.L · .r:1e 
e u'-t"o.la.ut Q..;jrt!lt\1 , v"i:it ~l' ..,pokeS! n s""idi "Go to nell. \ e vdll fiiht it 
ut". 

- .!ll'..l.lO t a.t 
:tnf.':-· ntry , a.n 

o1• 
pou.r-

w :r .... attal-
ion co. 



.. 1 ~ tu.~~.ks by thiv tir.L ·er oc ·p rsed .n(,. co.L..i.Ulunic tio 1a so dis-
ru · ted by tho .. • .;;.,.:y .. ire thu. Co~. )oe.n hacl c eo.t tliftiou. -vy in contacting 
the • ll · 'I ·ntor· ·o €.et t ..... .::. d w-n. the dr w to .;.ao ri :;ht 1 

'' .sG) o~ ard 
um .;.::: "1 'iJh ,l'C th&"r Cf ~Hi SPt up a iefen. e are~ .lith ! Q 1nf ntry, lreadj 
order~d to th .. :t vici .. _ ty.. A ... fii'i:.)t, he oou.Ld ·eo only 4 Ol' 5 01' his · nks 
"'t 11 in t;:e figllt. lj' ~.~~ c"" th . h, <'l v ered ov r to the left:. ( {, t) 
towurd the ..,ou·.;hel'n ou.t .kirta o::. 0 , :.R FOR .. T.B/'.CH i h the idea of getit:Lne 
rotect· on. r· o.;::.:;. the hcuoe .. alon ..... the :road e din(!: into he tow·n. ·nth 

the T 'tt ion co) Co • s. ~. '.1:11 ord, laL.. ' tL " It Co. _any co, 
c_. t • u. {. h ~ aJ.so k1J._e<. and the radio on ttt~_ tun,. of tho ;'.,.," Co. p ny 
co, tt . J . • Ho r- ., knoo·ced out, Col. L c n ,lad no way ot' conmrunica .:.ne; 
111 tL the i 1.dlvi( u l t nks xcar.>t tfJ J s · ount n J. ,!. conf'ol~ ri th their CO" k un
der a . Eu this . m- don in · p t ot the closo r ... nee fi1~e f'o.llin ~round . 
Gradua. .ly, ., d d ea.stw rd 1-wn ·he w. 

they proceed, how vor, they ~oro S'bject ·on w nd h avy ire-
long l~d.i. 88-l.JU. :! d .h..: .Vi€:r eL~ng "". )I:::J. t,.le ·t, ;! of .;n:cR i'Q. ·, ~ OH ~-nd ~ 'l"f 

gun frml th right, fron the direction of N'UTiiEn.:t. Th Lank foueht back , 
but t ~eir , uni ··1 n ~~ l.l _unu;; 1{:;. ln ·a. J,t Hoff',_l n' s t-. nk vias knoc,~ed ou 
by an en rrry A"! gWl and - h lieuteoont slightly ·; tmded. 

Detw n l'/00 an 80'~t ~;...s O.l.. lYJ ll 11 lt d l.ll .. he vicini'ty of Dillb X 
, 4 (a~ ov rlay) to r· organize,. tb itua.tion of tho tanks h .d beco 1e 
ver>J praoarioun . • t l?... 1~e h .. ~, d.ioee;. G nort 1 a~ C1c y that h h d lost 
3 mo!"e t :mk. ( ~ed:t m), that he ha, on y 10 left, tmd that h would ave 
to hu~ · n re "stuff ' to gvt t hr t gh. He n w ,,a ord r d trJ r t.J.rl.l o 
conf r. He di oun .or nd walked to th t' ar. 

Gener l Hickey told hit'l t;h battu. ion f the 26th Infantry ... ~agiment 
, n hiu l(,ft lToar hc:.d be n ord .r to tt: cl:: (o.t 1630) aud u vin,. l!ound to 
the 1 t and t k " ;n: :e om th est. -r giv n t ·o mora lato· ns ot 
tank ... , could h. oon. in' e his a.vtack on the . .,.,.,e obj ctlv • Col Donn s 1d 
he could. Tho nev t · .ilk support was ordered up . 

Th~:: C loz 1 t n we t ov r to t. house, :;. onaerly th C .. , '~'here the 
1; ard artillery ob orver wa nnd old hin to get in a tank o.nd go to 

-... t he 26th In.tuntty Hct iment o th oth .I' L,i . .; o:.. he ro · ,onB • t ,eth, 
n .. rdar ;o ota.bl:ts oo·.t ct bet 'I n tl a two i'orc s . 

At usk, about 1900, the first .~:lat on of n.npo:rting 
l ''''Y" - oin d tho docir.;.a ·-ed fo "0') beyond the oragon.:J' tel)"
th r nlatoon rollo;~d. About one hour later, · dcr cover of 
her erg nized t.nka and the A:r · red Tnfaltry ,p:-oeee vel nn t 
ard t etc • • 

rom 
nd the 

1arknei:) , 
e <iraw to-

T.h for a ~! · o1r for our rtill.ry tc b~ .rou ht to bear 
on enemy ~orces ulon t e road whioh orosses th draw t 884358 d leads 
into o v1 ·1 • ... al~ Ul d. T i_a ( oint .t5 on the ovurl. y) h d 
b n conin :t"ro.l this direction t"'or om. ti e . Lt . Hof :cmn h d en 

u1·thal" ·ounu.ed d pu · out of c ati, 11 by u.tper, after 1 .. e "L .. 'lOunted 
from his knocked-out tru1k . Anothor t nk 1ad be n hit, apnarontl from this 
d;.r~;;;O ·ion, anrt t~nl<"B bUl .. n d, 11 rlrv~Ug U) ta·:.. ad ·oinin l.lOUHtry~Jide, . e V
ing only 8 o the ori iuol 20. About 40 enemy in ntrymer wer seen Enst
w .~.·d along he ro ' b hir ' t.w ;"{~a.. ero. ( .~85358-BS83oO), und col ·;, n did 
not want to run he r1 k of fur her loss a frou b zooka r ire in the dark 
or from T un • 

Ti recautions mr ell taken, for the oolur.:m roacha l it ob jootiv 
wi thou serious dif.ficulty. vine the tanks of the orJ..gLk~.l 'l'~'F"X' 'oroe 
were lo · o 1 nuuni tion, the first pl toon of the sup )orting foro l d the 

aru:::-3 followed by the ar, 1r.;red in:f' tntl .. Y, and finally the ot. •r SUPI .Jrti 



aroun 

rols .1 re sent out dur1 

axu: · to 

5 

d 

roads . 

) . 

D'c.n tat Task ~orce 
J. .~1 · th ori ::.x10l 

to puSh laments to 
oon of the 

in tll outh
rou ... ~ t\. e 

latoon Of th 



Uot lot t, ..... l:'ter .• oon, both groll'iS were against tho dr =1..£.,"01 .. t:;• teeth • 
about tHo kilcmet.e:ra euat t,_, southt.:a ... t oi' EII; . .::m:JRli" E:.l.t u locality o lled 
E GL llJ (K-90542"/). ( Tni J sec end lin.t, of draeona' veL th, rc.H.t hly 4 niles 
10:rthe: .. dt of t !L othur line nnJ. nnnr·o.:it'l6:tely r)ur;.illel to lt • exte.tdS 
ror u dier~an.ae of sover<1l dloueters in a. nortilwest-southeast. direction 
across the rel1tiv~ly lo•l ground on the n·.)Uthe:rd approac:~es to ST"'I .. BERG). 
Here the infant.cy or tho 16th Inf'antr;r Rq;ir11ant was pluned down by heavy 
enemy Iuach:Lnegun fire from ')illboxes on tlV3 other aide of' tho Dragons' 
teGth.. Do&u sent .;; more t:: nks ~.~o assist, ana uudez· the cover f their 
fil~ the infantry wi thdrevv ~.lic.llt ly, lea vi... e the t nl~s in so new· .ut exposed 
position, ~ome of the.:. being on the road at the ENGLA m looali ty. T'ne 
tanks fouad, however, that there vn1a an o ening in the dr&gons • ta th 
barrad only by -o. ~G~i old. f'am uagons. The ~e the tanks p shod nai.de and 
went through • .At this point, 1315, General l:1iokey accompanied by· General 
:Rose, Cmmnander of the 3t·d irr.Jored Divinion, ca.til.e up to the edge ot he 
woods just .to the s tthoasta adi saw th · ton.l<:s t;oin through . Irl!'llediatoly 
they contacted Col Doan at hie O.P a d, ordered l;he. entire Task l!"'oroe through 
to tho East . 

T'ne e.dvanct~ •?uard meanwhile ucnt northeast beyond the dra.cons' teeth 
bout 300 yardi3 to ~ road junction at .PJ!J. GEISBERG (K-909429) (oorls:ed Ul 

on the overlay), .·here it wus held up by enemy fire comir.ag from tha direc
tion of the URSELER ;ALD, ncroso the roud to the tront, either fran ta.n~:s 
or self'•propellad guna. r.rhe fire was also falling on the eler.aeuts furth~'Jr 
back, where 8 of our tanl;;s and a platoon of crmorod infantry of ~he 36th 
had now· c;otten ilh.roug.t.t tho gap . Tvvo of our tt~nka were knoc}{ed out Just 
inside th'J di'egonfJ' teet!1 but d.id not burn, and two nora ahead of them to 
the left by Ai fire from. the n,;.:.lhox :,... r :ed 11 2 on the overlay . Eler-.i.Snts 
of tho inf'unt:ry, ·which had oon.e t 'l~ought:le iragona' teeth, reported 3 
t!net..;y tanks ,,ncl aT flre up the I oad northeast toward STOLB.l~RG, ancl fire 
from this direction ut two more tunks out of action coming through the 
dragons' teeth - o. total or 6 tanks lost. l.~ore su;)port us urgently needed. 

At a )pr xinately .t.600, Col Doau returned to cox pult l"li th General 
Hic1cey. The attack was to be presued forward u1thout interru"::tion. The 
Tasxe Fo:.:·ce •s. u-mored. I.nf'antr-1, the lst .Battalion of the 3oth Infantry Reg·
ment under Lt Col Orr, '•11cH3 orn.ered forward to olean out the l'O<J t •Jtance witn 
the misdi n of reaching SCHN'EID.ru:f!I.~E - about one mile to the nort ltiast in 

he ·STOLBERG f.acto:ry area - wllere it wias to contact the lGtl IP.:t"untry Regi
.ent . 'fue Ini'antry Regit'lent ·.ro·uJ.d be eust of AT~CH, to.md north of liRSELER 
ALD, the woods from uh:tcb TF".~~n was now drawing such troublescme :rira • 

.... ~ore t&uks had no;:l penetrate the dr~.gons• teeth. T1..1ree tanks advanced 
¥lith the forw:.rt'i ele ~.ents or the arnorsd :tnf'a,.1try und 2 more to the rear. 
Keeping the assault gu ·s and mortars behind thB dragons' teeth to cover the 
adv nee, the armored infantry cleaned out the road uunction at .t•1 OOISBERG 
and moved up the road to the northeast, B" Counany on the left of tile 
roud and "Au Coro.pany on tnc ritht. The eneey f:T &"llns had wl thdrawn, so the 
advance proceeded a r.:ile without resistance - until it reached the road 
ju..'l'lction near HAlliM (marked on overlay), where it met t;.tnall arr1.s and direct 
anti-tank fire vJhioh came fron the woods of the mRr:;ELEH 'li\.f..J) on the left, 
and from the factory urea on th~ right . 

It was no 1 past 1800 w1 th dur1mess U1)":'>roaohing. The major part oi" the 
task force '>IO.'" still a ·nile or more to the re r on t .. ,e other side of the 
dragons' teeth, so Col Do<lll ordered the for.~tar<l elenents to ttbutton up" 
for t.he niv,1t. Col Orr began to consolidate his existiv..g ;'osition, setting 
u, a horse shoe-shnped ue.i"enae across the :r·oad, facing the enemy {1nd1.cuted 
on Orr uvol*lay). He famed out his lead company on either side of the road 
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broll@ht t o tanltS u:p the hill, and placed tv.'O nore in the rnr ELER f. ~LD 
to the real' of his Cl'. CO::::lpa.ny nett' in the re.Jerve' \:.es S!>lit, .. en being 
pL.t on both flt .. nka to give the salient all-around protection. ?atrola 
were se1 t out to atte.":l.,)t to contact the 16th Infantry Regir ent, but reports 
co..le bacK that tllia force had not yet advanced into the ORSEUi.R /ALD, 
where, hO',:lover, Gerl:.l.f.u·. i J'antry uas found to be dug in. 

In roaching tile indicated detense positions" the fo:t•w,l.rd .clements of 
TF"X" had overrun a very olElVEU .. ly built and oamouf'la.ged. ener,..~,y pillbox 
(marked if4 on Orr overlay) • .iJGai@led to, rc.~eT'..lble an 1 oe house, the ce.mou
r le.ge a.rre.ngen ,llt or the pillbox was cor.~plete i.n every detai 1, having an 
ioe slide and an artificie.l ice pond nearby. Mar:,rings on the AT gun em
place ent- in th ! hou e illbox dated 1939 and the track was new, but 
there was no gun. 

l?atrol activity seemed to indicate that the enemy . tre.ll.gth in the 
lURSJ.dJ!:R WI\LD to the left and front d1d not con.:)i st ot more. than a. company 
of inf'antry. Late in the afternoon, however, more st.rangth wus indio-.,:ted, 
and the eue:my lmool~ed out two of the tanka that had nonved up with the 

tantry ~dvance part:.y. o·ne or th ·· tanka only had its track danagad, and 
uld continue to i'ic- t to sona extent. Althouejl a largo part of the Task 

Force remt ined south or the dmt:.:rons' teeth for the nig)ltll during the 
evening assault guns, mortars an<1 sono tunl\: destroyer ... vJere moved forward 

. as fell as the u •nporti1.1.g guns (75r on 1·1ght tunlr.a, :.!8s) of tli'lo battal• 
ions, while a 57mm AT r;un \iUS put on tho left flank in the ·oRSELl"''' : 'ALD 
at the r<>ad jtm.otion ( 11 d:tc .. ted f}S on tho Orr overlay) . 

At 2000. Col Orr boLu.u ~.11s nitht patrolling, one patrol going to the 
rit..ht (northeast) tmmrd IiliJ;!i:, another to the· left \1'ith the mission or 
reaching tho high round il'est ct BCilNEIDZIDHLE. A combat patroJ. was sent 
north to penetrate the woods of the iO&S.ELER tiA!J) and to contact the 16th 
Infantry Regiment if it had been moved up. One platoon or the 83rd Reoon
nniosance Battalion was 11.1adj nvaila.ble at 2100 with the mission of patroll
ing betweun the o ... E..:.ments of the 16th on the right at DUSCHk'UHLE, and the 
Battulion of tho 36th Armored Inf'antry Reg1m.ent . 

ii· ring the day of 16 September 1944, ... he buttalio.u we,s held to the 
positions tu.l~eu the night before. Every tine an advance aaa a.ttenpted the 
anti-tank and small arms fire :ould hold it up. In addition, Col Orr 

sitated to move out wnen the 16th Inf ntry Regiment on his riBht had not 
vanoed "VO protect his flank . 

At 1600, he was ordered to .. aovo his force out to take the hill nt 
... CHNEID .. !t.T.fit.iZ. A oompo.ny nuoported by two tctnka moved about 1 :o yards tor
wards, when the fire becru:no so iutenae that the men were pirllleCJ. down . 'lbere• 
upon, at 1830 Orr direotod them to return in order to present an all - round 
defense tor the nlght . 

During t-he evening, a priacm.er of wur said that t.1.en wcra moving into 
the mods to the North. H~o: ctated tllo.t uany of the Gennano ho.;l been in the 
army only u fr:M weeks and that they were being thro.nt into the fig:ht from 
many units, with 1itcle or no fomul oreuniza.tion. 

On 17 ~ ... eptember 1944 at 0515, the enemy 'beg .. n to f'ire on tho battalion 
J:tth small al"'..ns from tbe dil"eotion of. the roud junction ;,2 (see orr overlay) , 

end the intensity of the ~ire incre&oed until 0530, wlen it became clear 
that n counterattack was developing. Thereupon, Col Orr celled for defea
sive .Pire from the DiVision .. rtillory) Hhich had previously been set up in 
c,·;..,ae ot a counterattack. f.t'nrea concentrationu wore brought down upon the 
woods . Tile lines bet~;een "B" Conpany on tlle left EU"ld the enemy in the 
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ood. tere li tl mor. th.an f)O yard ap rt. The en ny a'tt 1 pt "d to 
dr ve n ~,ted[ e bet.1een "J:," Cu :pany n "C Conpany, penetrati to \ 1 thin 
50 y rds or the c~, Orr swun a action of tanks. oun to the c p 
n 1t 0545 to stop the dvnnoe . 

The enemy in thl uttack cane in close vraves e.Ld even the mo:t·e har
dene of Orr's m.aohi .~.e cunners becru:lS 11·cer· lly iok at t 1e way they ha 
to mo.: ~.~ ... e line of o n dovm. By 0600, the ttuclc wa~J over. \~en the 

trols pushed ~u·u into the vood , they reported that tree bursta trom 
our rtillery c no ntrat1ons h d k~ll 4 a 1 rr_.. ri. 1 ti,lnal nU!'lber of the 

n my. The utrols i'urt, e~ r .ported, ho.; ver, that r'J.S.D.y of the en y 1ere 
ot 11 t oving u.; on th le·"' to'li:arda he road junot ... on r rke ·r3 on the 
Orr overl ...... y . 

eun~~lilo, the 1 t .attolion of the 6th Armored Infantry Regin nt 
he.v1n been ord d t e revious night to attaclt in tll direction or tAl 
a.t 0700 - Company A ovcd as schedul d vith a ~rd section of tanka support
ing 1 t rron a OO\Jit;!'Cd pooi tion. '.rhe company W;,.;,. · inned down by small anna 
and chine gun tire 11d oth of ·h 1. dium t t .. ~m we hit by f'ire. A 
atrol sent fro tll right .flank 01 the OOY"l)any t 1rou the grove ot 
rees toward llAl t'l t a large nun1ber of Gel an infantry di ing in about 

mwo, ~thile nip fir be .. an 0 cone froil tho ri )ht b hind the front 
linea . ~•e aituation became a ~it•lo 1ckl1sh". 

t 1000, ith h north :rlank foun to b solid w'th enemy, patrol 
w nt to the far right nd recoi ved r1 chino gun fir from pillbox north
\·est of the ..: actory are- of MUNSTEREUSOH. It waa lat r iscovered t e. t 
th.oso man had re o'J.ed the pillbox by moc.uw of a tunLl fron the factory 
area. 

Alo D.!I'J!!L Here !lany mor bu! dings than rked 
on th m,.tp . tne ricooched of tracer bullets, the fak ~ houses 
could be dist:Lnguish a. which re 1 1 r ulity p11 box s. In the buildings 
in th ,dge or IDNSTER oCR ther re G rm n soldiers f"iring from hou es 
hi ch carriea. \•hi te fl s ot• surrender. 

The right oomp.;my r t~t.ined ahead of the rest ot the be.ttal.ion until 
approximtely 1600, rhen it wos brout · t back ancl told to take 1 ts tamer 

ooi tion. In the 'Vening Col Orr moved a machine t:,'Un and 57r:m . T gun to 
illbox #4. 

I. organizing for the nit:Pt, Col Orr purposely 1 ft a gap between "E" 
nd '0" Comptmi s, but n.oved m chine guns to protect it. In the night 

en vehieul r r ffic , "'Ved to the nortl east near AT CH, whil tracked 
v hicle~ wore he rd oving in "th to·m of SC i'·rn .• IL • About dark, 
elements of the 16th Inf ntry Regi e t e.dvWlced into JUR>-~ELER :ALD, 
and most as soon s c n· ct n ita the.Il th ulled 'back. le v!ng 
the . a lk or tl e batt lion a.., ex:po.~e.. s evor. _ trols cut north into the 
woods and discovered a new line of n...,:ru.y tdong the track bout two hundred 
y rds north or the former position. 

On 18th Sept nber the situa ·ion ra.'11 ined relatively oonstent during 
the d y. The b ttulion wa able to observe into th to m to the rie,ht 
nd front and v t upportin ir force targets on wluoh to drop bo .. b • 

Early in tile orniz.·,. of 19 t ber 1944, tho b t lion was pull u 
out for nothe ·sian, and h e tor l" s given ov r o elements of h 
8t Infantry inent. Th~ forrvard pos~tion of the b tt lion ~;as bandoned 

ho;ev r, and the lines of the l8tl v re oross tho dr gons• te·th, bu up 
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to th real CP of the Battalion. At approximately 1200 the battalion 
began i ts push t awards iUNSTEREUSCH. 

Prepared by 2nd Information and Historical Section. 1st u. s . Amy. -

Lt . F'itED L. HADSEL 

. c . RIDGELY C. DORSEY. 



, HEI\IX)U.ART.LP.S THIF?D ARI:Orum DIVIS I m1 
Office of the CO!"'I'l1cnd:i..ng Generr.l 

Officers r:nd! e!1, Third An~ored 11Sporr1.8r.d 11 ~ivision. 

1.3 Jovenber 19M~o 

The follonL1g ner:Jor. c:e:;_i V":<ed b~r Chc.rldn Pcul H. I·>urer on Sunday, 
J'Jovembel~ 12, l944, is consjdered to be c!: svch be~.vty ::.nd significr.nce to 
the neT''bers o:f the Jrd J'rmored ~~~~pe--rh::;; dtt Division tl1<· t it is rem:odvced 
for tte tenefi t of ttos e who ';'erE:: not ITi'~.'iEere<l to hoc,r it. 

7 //, 
~~u.-AA-~~ ~:~ z 
/) ~·LAuRICE ROSE, ' 

Mc{}6r Gener-:-,1, U.S. Army, 
C omrrt· nding. 

Shelley scid thrt the poets "lerrn in sufferinp whot t;ley +..ecch in sonc." 
Had I the rift of cce:Josition I vro1 :!.d trf~r.slcte the svfferirtt of the Third J,rnored 

Di vis~con end p1.1t it to r.msj_c. Tho Y'orld VJOl'lct :;assess n sym1)hod c :rnc,s terr-iece 
i ndeed . Thr t c o:;+.ribt1ticn IJ01'ld serv-~cs an etrorm,:l ::L r"spirnii n to postt;ri ty. 
In th ~ t 11Sue:- rrerd" Synpho.w I 'I'ICL ld c :.~o end p:t on pry::er the cedent pirnissimo 
of t.t.o Lcuisi<:'n<~ birth of histor7 1 s grer test < · ,Jor,.:;d 1.mi t. In sr:r.f\C:ling clothes 
of t }-;:L:-skinncd n:d untried c.rrwr this y01 ne-ster ror.>ped t''.l'OPVh tl10 Sovt'1lc,11cP s 
s ponc;:>' s·.;.rnps, grew into cdclescenco ':.·:i. th the hot r:lt'sic of th~ desert on i tb ·lipn, 
s r..n tl-:.:; ~~..,rple t~.·ilirht rcolt jnto +,\e stcr-stukled nic;ht rna i ·1 moon-drencl~.od scncl 
drennt of Dcnhood. The clickety cb.ck of whoels on t'-::Ln betnds of steel c crriod 
this robr·st yorng gir.nt to Cm:p ?icket':,, the;1ce to Indicntoun Os.p, on to CeTlp 

- KilmGr, [ew York Is sl7 line onc3 ~he At1rmtic. 

Fel'I' of the tmkncrm ar:d ; ysterict1s deep failed to stHl the song v:ithin his 
iron clod hor rt--n song in r;hic '~ one cswrht tLe oc hoos of Cn·sclder Is , ·. r.9 t- hymns 
of Pilg-rim e.nd Pioneer, cbmtinv pnens cf prc.ise es +!J(;yblnzed a p8th i~I·cm East 
to West, n pra3'er i;.1 their ho: rts, s gt:n in -:-,heir her:ds. 

The sr1ish.-swasl1 of waves t:·.rcvs)1 .f';:-ir r.rr::rth· r end fo)? br01.';h~ the Division 
to Enrrlond. Compcrr.tj_vo runcc rrowdlx1. Dcrce orchastrr-.s at Eed Ly:1ch, rfar
mins"'.:.er, 1'!incsnton, Svt-'-.cn V.::ny, Font>ill BishoiJ, '"ure vns ~' cc essft' l in silonci~w 
tho mcrti.al strains 1.:hich i-sis·~.::·::JtJ_~:" c:·o-:-:. ::.enred his ever:; day with reveille and 
closed it uitb t c-,ps . S::-·J.isbn; Is (lj_;;;;:s.l pln:.ns, frosty, stnr fl 8cked and chilly, 
ushered in o.n E:•;-:lich sprh.g r :;plet..o c:·~'_t:1 all tte t'l:C :')I:fortable damp 'and soggy 
trappings · .. 

RestloS{lr:oss and a btn:ni"C desire to en["&gE the .foe in martel cor.1bat fi~ 
the Third Arm~d lying on LS':'s and LC'!'s for three J.eys end tbrflo ni~·l,j-.6 c s the 
worst stem in twent~, yof~r·s s·' ri1 es and l cshes the Ohunnel. The t en:po of tha-t 
l!.ule is ns nothi·•g oom:Qc.rod to the force ;Jith wfiich t:·ds t•nit will S'JTee p th:-C1)f'h 
F:"anc o nnd Bolgit1r.1 in a fow d2ys. 
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Now to CDpture the music of high cours~e JS the Thirc1 hihth~ Norr.wndv 
Be~ch, tlien the sineinc: or the blras -1.n l.;he Ol;ile crci1[r6s c.c ~ .• .l\.,...,CC3 ~ 
punctuCJted by guns fired in eneer ot tht: E',nery bcyon(l St. Lc. :~~'C"J:i.l tbt'lt 
whirring din from out of tho blue P.S three tho B::mc: plonos un1n.:d their lethal 
cargoes Dnd the ground boils. Ville..: s .. Fossord ·md the Third l3oches n:on 1 s 
estatd St~ Jcc;rr c.e Dayc, Mvrtcin, P.ll',:.,J.c Hf-c..rt Hi::..l---pr.,.;ycr; tc..;iC:o little 
crosses. and stars of David at Lu C ... <:.:;,.,, I.i"'ri~~r~~", Gvn·u•,------..4'1 A.u Tho 
hesurrcctior: i~nd Tbe Lifc••ooo 1iSh 1:..c Yi;:;rc.~;:;lcoo•oiiFc,_r<~io;:;cil~1t L, .b .. ce.,u 11 , 

!-'.ulloi;e(! r ... armonies of Protestant, Jev: and c~ttolic~ joinPd in the re(~Uiem of 
death from whose craves a living, vibrant anc1 inpassioned chorus emona+,es, _ 
(Take up that refrain am~ with rewrent h¢nds touch_ your instrunents and play 
that reft'ain -again and agailr} o 

B;.J.t ·,;e r::ust be ar:a~' in~t:e stru~:~;le; ot Rnnes F1·C:::.c:-:~ el~ r'..,::..v.bc,·.Arf~eatc.n, 
Corbeil ar..C!. the Seine, on:l.1nd on this mi.:ht.:~ sy::1phc1y of heroisT" rises end 
swells as it sweep~ relentlessly fcrwDrd. Trmks flt Ch:Jteau Thiorr:~, srcrcd 
soil, tanks at the J'kurne; t~mks :et Soisscns 1 t:J''ks, t::;nks blosth1g e·~e:rv c.rrr:or 
into a blackened ond ch~rred .debocle at il!ons~t.·.•nks at .C'~l'Jrleroi , ta•J:l..kS~ at . 
Nal"'ur, te.nks Dt Liege and_reoch~ng [] ·>crescendo chm:c. c:f trim1_tll1 ::1s th,~ .. r lunge 
vJi th r:tighty thucl Dg&inst and through .and cvc:r o'lC ttycri1 tl",e stc•cl :. 11cl irC'ff 
the Siegfried Line after a V.'ild, svJift, c;~clcn:i_c dJ•ive U~1pnr· ~ llelu1 in 1:1i1-. 

itary history., No, I huvc ~.ct .:cr;:;ctten the so·wc~ cf tlcse c'rcl'J ts of blood, 
drl!J, drip 1 drip 7 fror:t a nangled sturr1p of .gn o:t'n c~· t 1lct '..,;'cvo s::·· ilr:~ I :-,;.ven 1t 
.for.;otten the lon;: lines of sin;:ins 'Nirec1 of tl;e Si;;nol :1c~., E:1:,inc('i's brid:in.:; 
stream after strear; ·in total. darkness: the smnc' cf ··ctol"~· i 11 t:w ni,~:''-t, lcng 
supply columns: the pyrotechnics of the Ack M:~; t:,c c:.c..~ t:.:o of t~·.-H·.rHers in· 
the hands of clerks, destined to pla;r their part in t 1:is vast scorq the cfm1ch
ing bull~dozers che'Ning hedgeror•s ~ .Artillerists feedin.c: the hun_::r::· naw of the 
big guns; Air !"en in their tin:r crc1ft; the skilled hanr s cf cur :.icC.ic:-3; t~1e 

mudd:·, slugginc guts of our Dou<~hbo~·s; the hurri.ed hear·t buts of ncn :i.n fox
holes-tortuous, n1J.l':bed hours-the stench of deeth, deca:·, c'esclation and de
struction: the pensivt: stare of a young chile vdth a v!ounc'led cell in her r.rrmst
the clippety clop cf v;ooden shoes~ I :~ven't. fc,rgc-'\;,"vE:.:: t!:.e clo.n.:.;in.: c1 iscords, 
the utterly denonical glee of the SS, :tric!o ol' fru.::;;:;ial> ronzerdor1, their 
whipped arrogance in uur PW cages 1 v.·hcre He:rnn vclk r:Flo~·i(>S v;rrc fc:ievrr 
stilled in defec;_to 

Thrm.tr;'r: it r H. v1c henr the ever tone:.1 cf a i..7ir1 1c·;,e1i ·1es;;, , hr.&rt orc<"k-
in::, a :;uuy, ·uleedi!lg expBl'ience, iu .. ~u:·:i tHul~ C(;Ur<• ~-;e, an ur.!.I'ele~rtin~;, uncor::r
promising, unsvJerving devotion tc the Suearhead Division anC. the fortitude of 
trusting faith in our officers-----Gene~~Jl RoSJ>, conducting tris mi['·ht~r s;.·mphcny, 
a baton, not red ,,·dth blood, but IJ bato7..or01.?ned ·with an eagle onc1 pointing to 
the stars~ "" 

And after this tumultuous surce of vwr's r'nsic , tl:e clo!3inG bors v•culrl 
bring the soft, clear, ringing chil.E:: of o c'mrch bell, c-dl:ing thr! Tl':i:rd tc . 
worship in the holy hush of 8 S8nCttwr;;' f·jr remOVE3d frC'l Lhe scnn" :-, of '~ r rft. re. 
Tl.-.'"'n the- comfo"" ... t ,..,nd. pe ,r1 ce of he,rt'n ,,,..,,i 1 c·,E, R m'·l· Cl>n: · '""''"'r " r3t:·, ·r 'a c:. u ,__, ..L '····l'-· - -~ ... , c ~--~ ·~--- ,, t ......... tl .... ' _, ~ "-

l>anC. cl&S,t:l, tl:c. o.evoticn of e lcy[iJ. v•ifc , ::; !',ctht:":.:; -;;,c ... J2._r lullcb~- Dnr. 1J --. 

babe v1rapped in sleep----hc:<1e is the tt.:nkE r i'Tc·:-1 thl ''Dl'S . 



HE.-iDQl.Utc1T:S:..tS THI:ttD .Aiilv10J3D DIVISION" 
Office of the Commanding General 

201. 2:2 31 DecEmber 1944 

su' ·jeot: Letters of commendat;i.on. 

To CotEbe..t, Regimental and Separate Unit Commanders. 

rt is with much pleasure that the accompanying letters of commend . :Jicn 
on the work of this Division are pubU,s;:}.ed for the infonnation of all the 
members of the Division,. The letters herevJith reproduced will be read to 
all members of the Division within 12 l,.ours after the receipt of this com
muni cation. 

By coMmand of Major Goneral hOSE,/::~] 

>//(~~~/ 
3 Incls - Letters of commendation 

Incl ;'fl - Ltr CG, lst US Inf Div, 10 ])eo 44 
l'lcl #2 - Ltr CG, \.III COrp s, 16 Dec 44 

/ ---- :ao BERT rvr. GA~TT, 

tt Col, AGD, 
Adjutant GGneral. 

Incl #3 - Ltr CG, XVIII Corps ('1.irborne) 31 Dec 44 

DI ST!".-- JUTION: "A" 



HEADQUA.ttT~l.S 1ST US INFJ1NTRY DIVISION 
~0 #11 u.s. Anny 

10 DecEmber 1944 

SU B,T::!:C'l': Letter of Commendati·on. 

TO cormn anding General, 3d u, s. armored Division, AfO 253, Ull s. Anny. 

1. In the recent op eration jus't; completed, oonmoncing with the 
atta.c': and capture of Gressenich and Hamich and c;..1lminating in the c apture 
of Langer wehe, Luch 1.:m 1 and Jungersdorf', the 3d u.s,. .Armored Di ·1ri s i on r ender
ed ·~,he hi gh e st degr ee of assistan ce to this Division. 

2. The fre qu ent, timely an d eff e ctive firin g of th o 3d u. So Armo r e d 
Di v:i sion Artill e ry, th e spee dy capture o f Vlerth and Ho. st onrath end t h e co•' 
or (iinat e d at ta ck an d cap tur e of }l11chel n and Fr enz erbu rg j_n conjun ction with 
the t.J:7th I n f antry, were of i ne st:irn abl e valu e 5.n our mutu el su ccoss during 

the oper a't;iono Th e spirit of cooper atio n displ ayed by your units made :;h e 
n e cos sar-y coordination and t ba!Tni'r' r k ~)os sibl e . The complete und erst and: 1g 
sho ·wn by your officors and L1 en of th e probl em s invol vr:3 d in the oper ation 
welded our units to get h er into a po werful stri k i ng forc e . · 

311 I wish to expr e ss my apprGciation to you and th e p e rsonnel o! 
your Divi si on f or th e gre at a ssist ance r ender e d in maki ng the op er ation 
successful, and for t.h e a dm irabl e sp irit a:.::1d ability shown by your un its. 

1st I nd, 

/ s/ c. :t. Huebner 
/t/ C. R. HU3BNER 

. .Mo.jor Gen er al, u. Se Anny, 
commanding, 

( 10 Do c dll ber 44) 
HBAD :n .AJ.l.TZi:lS VII OOilt S, .!CO 3071 Unit ed st ates gmy, 

TO: commanding Gener al, 3d Armored Division, APO 253, United States Army. 

rt is a pJ en sure t o forwar d thj s gen erous tribute to the "Spearhead" 
Division. Tho a ct icns descr ibed f o rmed a rnajor contribution to tho suc
cessful reduction of key t errai n e r.t st of th e I n de ai ver and added another 
brilli t1Ht chspt e r t o t he fi ghting r e cord of the 3d .Armor ed Division. 

Rep r0duoed Hq 3d Nmd Di v, .Al"O ·~¥253, US Army 

/s/ Jo La.;vton COlH n s 
/t/ J. LN.'iTO N OOLLI NS, 
Major Gen e r al, tj , S. Army, 

commanding. 



In Reply Refer To: 

H3ADQU.ARTERS VII OOR? S 
Offioe of the commanding General 

Major General Maurice Rose 
commanding, 3d Armored Division 
.t;PO =/fo253, United states Army 

Dear General :;:(o se: 

16 DeoErn ber 19 44 

The clearing of enemy from the VII Corps zone west of the Roer 
].i -vor marks the end of another phase of our operations, and affords :rte an 
opp ·)rtuni"t;y to express to you and the officers and men of the 3d .Armored 
Di 1 .i. sion my profound appreciation for the magnificent work done by the di v
iskn since it joined the VII corps on July 15, 1944. 

Following the aerL-..1 bombarcll~lent of July 25, 19 44, the 3d Jlrmoreq 
Division played a major part in the decisive breakthrough of the GermUJ/1 
pc·sitions northwest of St. Lo which changed the slow and costly "hedgerow" 
fighting of Normandy int(1 a rapid wpr. of meneuver. combat command Eoudin,·t. 
attached to the 1st Infantry Division, led the attack from the vicinity of 
Marigny to out the enemyt s communi cations at Coutances~ Farther to the · 
south, the bulk of the 3d Armored Division, advancing by way of cerisy la 
SaJ.le, protected the south flank of the 1st Division and drove the on$1y 
from his positions soutr'east of coutances. T·vtrning quickly to the south 
the division assisted in crushing the Gennan forces caught between itself 
and the 3d Armored Division in the vicinity o.f st .. Denis le Gast, which 
resulted in one of tb most disastrous defeats the Germans suffered in France. 

J),lr ing the pursuit phase that followed, the 3d A_r::nor ed Division 
greatly assisted the lst and 4th Infantry Divisions in their oro ssing of the 
Sienne River and in their drive to the south to capture the key communica
tion centers of Vi::.ledieu les Poeles, Brece;y and Mortain, east of AVranches, 
thus blocking off the corridor through which the Third Army wr~s fanning into 
Brittany. An official journal of the German Seventh Nmy emphasi.zes the 
vital chE,racter of these operations. 

J),lring the critical battle in the vicinity of Mortain in which the 
German Seventh Army endeavcred to cut the communications of the First and 
Third Aneri can Aruies in the direction of Avranches, elements of the 3d 
.Armored Division played a deoisi ve part. The single enemy penetration north 
of Iviortain was finally chock0d by COmbat command Boudinot which then pro
ceeded to assist elements of the 4th and 30th Infantry Divisions in annihil
atin .c; this German force. 

Following the Mortain battle• the 3d Armored Division carried the 
whip-end of the VII corps' attack toward Falaise from the south. In vicious 
fighting at Ranes and Fromentel, the division crumbled part of the southern 

ancLor of the Falaise Gap through which the German forces were retreating 
to the east. 
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After the VII Corps hn.d been shifted to the es.st across the Se:ine 
Ri vor• the 3d Annori3d Division spearheaded its advance aero ss the Marne and 
Ah.>a'a Rivors, recapturing the historic World ~11Jar I bctttle fields of SCissons 
auu chemin des Darn os and w:1s well on the wey to Mezieros when the vii corps 
was directed to the north to cut off the retreat of the German forces 
end(w.vnring to escape through Belgium. The 3d Armored Division -wheeled to 
the left, oro used into Belgium at Ma.ubeuge and qui okly seized the im.p.ortant 
ro : d center of Mons. This was clone in the nick of time, for the next da0r 
an oEtire German corps struck tho posi-t; ions of the 3d Armored Division and 
tho 1st Infantry Di 'vision on its left. There followed one of the deoisi ve 
battles of the 7:estern Front in which over 23,000 Germans were taken prisoner 
and other thousands killed or woundede This disastrous defeat sealed the 
.fate of Namur and Liege and made possiblfl the rupture of the siegfried 
dofel' ses south of Aa~hen. 

Even before the conclusion of the Mons battle~ tho 3d Armored 
Division was again spearho L,dir..g the advance of the VII · corps reversing the 
routo of the 1940 German invasicn of Belg~ium via Charloro i~ Nernur and --Lioge. 
On ,JeptE111 ber llth elements of tL,e div:i don oro ssed into Germany and the next 
day begcJ1 breaching the Siegfried wo.llo1 W~th great skill and detennination 
the division over-ran th0 first line of defonses and then crashed through 

the :. len more formidable sooond line in the .tiunsterbusch - stolberg area. 
T:v '! rapid breaking of this second line unquestionably saved thousu.nds of 
A!Tlerican lives which would have been lost in our recc:mt operations if this 
posit:l.on had had to be attacked fully manned by the G(3rma?-S• 

In the operations just brought to a close, each of the combat com ... 
mands of the division was called upon jn turn .for quick powerful thrusts to 
secure deoj sive objectives. These were taken with the cool daring and mini .. 

mu; ,, loss of life which has charu.ctorized all c.£' the operations of the divi
sicu during these p,:;st R ix months. 

:rlease convey to each officer and men of your great fighting 
orgu;nization my personal apprecb.tion v.nd admiraticn for these great r. ,''1ieve
mer,. l:i s1 We look forw_ard with confidence t;o our corning ad. vance to the Rhine, 
law wing -):;hat 1 ead int; the way over oll opposition will be the 3d .Armored--the 
Spearhead Di visicn. 

/s/ J. Lavtton collins 
/t/ ,J • LAVv'I'ON COLLINS, 

Major General, u.s. Army, 
Commanding. 

Reproduced Hq, 3d Armd Di v, APO #253, US gmy 
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HEADQU AiLTSJ.S XVI If OOR? S ( AIRB0:1N3) 
Office of the Corps Commander 

Doar General i\o sec 

.420 109 - In the Fi e1d 
3109 30 DecElTI ber 1944 

This is to express ·to you e.nd your magnifi~ent di v
ision my appreciation both of its services whil0 in this corps during 
the first critical days of this operation, services which maintained in 
all respects the high reputation the 3d .L'-Fmoired Di ·vision h a s earned and 
uniformly maintained since the invo.sion of N"ormandyp and my recognition 
of the privilege of sharing this service with so distinguished a com
mander and the unit he leads. 

The best wi shos of this COrps go with the 3d Nrnored 
Division, as well as the hope that we may again v.'Ork together for the ac
oompl:i.shment of our joint task. 

~th warm personal regards. 

Major General Jv~ . Ii.o se, 
commanding, 
3d IJ,.rmored Division. 

sincerely, 

//ts// M. B. -:ti dgw'I.Y 
r,r . B. RI DG''TAY 1 

Major General, U9 g, Army, 
Cornr.l an ding, 

Reproduced Hq 3d Armd Div, &0 ,f253, US Army 



JillAIY}JAR·:rER;-; TEIRD AfuU)E:::;D DIVIS ION 
Office o.f the Cor;r.n:1t~.in:~ G;mero.l 

A. F. 0 • ~>2 53, 
U. S. J.:J:'r:ry 1 

14 DocG:"be~· 1944. 

70 T?E OFi?ICE:lS .AJ.TD MEN OF THE 'I'HIRD AREORED (SPEJu"tiiSA.J) DIVISI0~-T: 

T:w "nombers of rrr:r staff and I extend to each individ- · 
ual of tl1is Divis ion and to ~heir lov·ed. ones e .. t ho:no, our 
s ir.core sood uishos for a Merry Ghrist!llo.s and a very HapJ.1Y 
lJoa Yco.r. 

T:1c successful opor::tt:ton of th5.s Division fran tho 
boD.ohes of Hor:r;o.ndy_ to the b:;.nl~s of tho Rocr in •ierrce.ny 
z"'_,;s l.~cvn m, ... J.c 1. o~o--onl;' ~,r your de·rotion to duty, self 
sacrifice, a.r1d adl1crunco to tho hig~1 ideals o.nd standards 
that 1:0 ha.vo sot for oursol~:cs. 

FLt~so tro . .nsmit -Go yoLC:.' lovod on..;s at homo my pcrs an
al good \,·:i.shcs for tho cor:".n[; holidn.ys, and lTfr sincere hope 
thnt no::t Cl~r i::rta.r s rrill i'incl o.ll of us :~ounitod with thos o 
1ilo loft a:t ho1::.o, ·.rhon tho 8.c:1:.ov.Jrronts of tho Spoarlwo. i Div
ision ·::ill be tr.o su'-ojoct of' proud con-.rcrsation rather tlcr.m 
a bo.s :1.s for ftr~~urc plo.r .. :ninl:.;• It Yrill. -~hon bo 'Nith a fcoling 
o.f s~'.tisfo.ction that v-ro vrill k:c.o·· . .r tho.t ,.!C hmro dor_;_o our part 
to restore "poaco on oo.rth and good v:iJ.l to men." 
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:t;t,,. 1led to Y Oo:r s. _)i.e Gth n.:ncl 78tr~ l.n:i:">.ntrv ;ivisiond · ~Ius a '-'como2.t 
co.rT.1o.n o_ 5th {~:rw ..... ed . i'''rhrrmr ... :m.~e ·c:t·t·u:c"lbd to ·.tne ...,o:·_, - ~.nd tile ootndLr;y
c:'l ... n,:.,ecl. uet·' '"'en ·"c:w , II '211C' ·-:• •(fg:..·_~S' r;iv±:i.1~ J'!I t;o<:t:_;.z ~- lo.rger ~·one. Cn 
l'J <Jceuorr t .. ~e :r:'Brl .i1:dC"l"' ·a~~ ·;s,?_f' • ·-:i."''ITC1."...: p±-vi~·ion ·.:-ns lost to 1 Co:.."'yS. 
et " e e.,., 1° r ""d ')l '.Je c em~""CI"':"" .. ~c -l"' ~·rorn r. ,- -,...o :Yt:t ' '"" ~l-i ""J.,t, • 11 - r' e· e· · ("'<; ~re In ..D ,,- .L.!. J c,.u. c.._._· J. ut:..:.J... J.c; v ...... lJO ...L _....,. \1 ... u- · • ....__..v .L~--4- v -~ _ .:.J.u ..... 'O' • 

tne uecntL1e the it..1<...t:i:cn.1 in i;_,_J.c; 'Jou·t-1:::- oec-- .. c . .mor(5 c:..~itic"'.l. Coviou<:.y 
c~1Lnge:::; li'C:. to oe -n .de an\ ... ' _'h".l'ls t-o :::;-top t:1e ene.ty's d:..·ive h"'.d to be _ u.t 
into ef...:ect. Uo::sec!_UGL1t·l:., ·; "0'11' ·t~~-e· i.ritht of _)ece'fubCl' 20 Ye1·g~:.l orders ~ .. e:.'e 
receive to r:1ov-:; the eor~''S'i-'0' tile cr-iti: C.l-¥e._.. .~ven bo:o:;:e t:1e c:.!mge 
bec<~me ei'fecti ve,( 21 400 "Dec·eu·oe:-) elepentb o:L" the .!.1endg_uo.rtcrs ·::ore !'lOVing 
t-o;. ard -tL'C nct. ~.Dne . · · · · · · · · ·- · " ---

) • • • ' "' • ... • • • ' ., .. I) .l 

c.,nd 

J..-rom the oeginning o:= t:w encn ... -' s dTive m: 16 ~Jecc!'l.JOl', he h .d :::c)l•geC:. 
<.A.hend to the ':,est uith v:;.r:·int., decre,es o:~: :::;_Jeed . '.!.'llUe, :.e '.:.!),d. been J.rel · 

-up. at $? VIT:'": b~r. t:1e \' .1-i .. i.lt st.'"".nd o_ h1o l'C~i:.1c.::.ts. o_ t.1..o 106th- :r ~-r c.:...:'l(Grv 
.Divi.sion . ~rue,·~ e could not·~icrcc th.~ Cie:1.'cri:_e o::.. _..,A\.S10GYli:. c= .c:rv;:ertit--elos-s 
ne moved west. ,,hi::.e s1woting othc:- coltun ... l'J.s to the nor'L.t' .. oct cr~i~ inst, the 
sti:...feneo. d fensec o:.:? · uor::-s, tmd · ... ·III t:orl>!s . :t:is :..i.1ited sv."ccocse~ 
to the Qortn anc northlrest ~e~e not ~ccordin~ to ~:-~, ~nd he ,~id 
costly "'rice .in <?.rao:r :~Ol' ·.,h~·.t _c·.: icot .. e J:id t,._d:i.l. .. v 

__ ealizin0 he .:~mst not :to) :::.t r.'.nv oint, :.o conti11Ued. · .. itn ex~r in
creasing ·s~)~ed t_m;a:r the 1-?est ~ ho:~int:;u to rec cb. Lle. :: .Ju ; .i v .. :t .-,;.nd turn 
.q.o~th tO\!f!.I'd :UL~G~ . .-.~y raidnight of 22 "Jeccrhber b:r:no::ed colunns o:r. 116 z 
:Jivision {l),nd 2 .z J.Jivisio~l !H:.d nec.chcd _,oir1tt i1i t:w no'. vii vorns zoue 
_Tom cc.st_to r.est c.t G _ .Jl , I::-(_-5290) - 3C7(_-4l.o£~ - .... ·-~-, __ :J( -3~86) 
South o~ ~-~-C. _ __;(- - 2983) - un:;;in( :_ -~381) .'J:JI;j.__C)~·7r :;_,( ~ -18~2) - l: ..... ICL.C 
J 0 0 :'1 :1 t:\ :1 _.·..__~-"---'-
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Inl nt:I'Y _•}!h.v ision, ns '~ct unt:..icd-un:~el'--J:.i:::e(75th In-'- .Jiv; . --·l1e c.o:ri!s set 
t 0 :!O~C~ est ~ lis_lin..::_, OOUlld ..,,'.!. ics ~-ncl J:'UC~lill~ _,:;_'U1.S t 0 ,"1t< .bi:ize '"'..11 ext:.·emely 
l:luid situc..t~on . Initiclly, o:r:.u.vr::., '.e:.~c :::eoeive<l novL... t~lc Lor_;~ to a 
co ... Hientr[~tion c..rea i.u. the "'10 .. :;_jo:.:c . . .. Jc:.OI'C thi:J could oe :~ulJ.y completed 
the 'e:rie1~y ''s ·~:cr:v:;~lic-e orought ~1i.. into co_lt<:"ct ~.,it::. t.he 84-tl.~. In: ... .'-.ntry ivi sion 

n3. cler:1ents o~ t:1~ ):L'd __ illo:::e~.o. ivL_,io:l, nec ..... s::::i-Lc.vL."lC the issv:ance of 
o::-del'C o . .: ~ ... it,her l:.a.J.c>u--:rtei't> to _~ent ,.n,..r -t 1 .. -~: ... ~1, ew~raJ nove.1cnt to the 
uest and no:L'tb.: .. cct . en :.•cce.::..~t o~. t::ese in2t.ruc~io.L.1s, .n -;.:.ttt;.ck ·.ic.s o:::de1ed 
j_n the o.:reL r;J._Cil"' t~-, 811CL1J ·,; ~ .1 king t...le . ._ :'C-..t est he"'cl\JC.y • 

' · tt "1-rl. '"' 0 ~ • " t• "' " ..,. · ' ~ v_l ._JlC ..,. O..~..:K O:C '--) ,CCC.~i,JOl' 01 .tlC d1C ~.-,1'!. O:.:'CL ::!:."Vl.S~Or •. 12.;y 1'70.- DC 
re:metib rr.ed ·~s h~.:Vilig one oT· -G!-8 •. OSt -_;: .r :!?GUO.!. i!lg e~-~GC .. C8 Of :::....11y :,1,Ct ion O:L 
·ol'ld ... r II , for t.i-1e IJ1 >-~c~r:~r!.l ')X:Qr;uclOH o_ L!-lq <..L v:::;.C~\: u t...._e "Z.~.:tct ,.-':':e:l 
on .. heels.,. .2no:...-ied -.,ivision rto-t o.:.1l- sto ,ec. ~..:_e ~..tc· 1.:~.!1 22:d m~e:!' ivL.don 
long ocf'ore 1Te · cou•ld rec:ch ., '-~ J.J'.. ~ b~1t ttnrllhil: .tad ,_ (;!''~at .c.rt of it and 
forced the rer.mants to ;·,it·hc1:o.' .. :::':.0;11 Celles, · IG-:TO~; , BUI3S0_'7I:L~ ami 
... ~Ul.lltLi ·tov:ard :-:oc:~ ..:'0_:..: , thus bri.ne,itl0 to 11 .lt t·he grec..test stwto.ined 
Germ::m c-ount er wdl"i ve ~gc..inst - llied tl"OO~JS on · t;1e Cont L:cnt since n ... :ba ... 

~'he neet ing o:L the US 2nd ,..~:cmo1·eC:. .Ji visio~ and (re:.·llOJ1 2nd 211zer .Ji vi~ 
s ion 1!7qs- "'r~ "l"i tt in& c.on) :c.·iso. o~ .;t~_lj_cd o.nd· G-c-:r.1sn ~ .:::.::101~ed- nii~J.lt . -=ach 
;. o.s· an dole· r.ec~,rc on.-c, ~t i \'e of the 2:l·rtJ.o:rdcl cU.vir/io.L~ o:L t .. o ,.~-=-mJ . .;.'ol' L1 

- d ys '1:!10 811[;' gemen-c L:O~.!:'CfrlUCd , l!.I.."!01V'l.!.i2) uLl.ud_ed.s OJ.. sm .... lJ. u._'tv.lOS . JJj 

~' Tiecer:mer ·cne Gernu. ...... o.~. ... slought ;;o~ en to :t. •• lte·r , ·sto,9)eC: , ..... nd tg-.c'"'d.ualJ..y 
1. i thdrew, loc inc he;_wily ih men <..-.rid uat eri2.l . ..c:rw _ ollor,i:nt, ::... igures '~·ill 
wive soce idea of tho deLtruction su~~ered by tle 2nd ~z ~ivisioti durb~g 
the eriod oct\7eer.. 23 j)eccrrfbe:r :::m 27 :Je'cerJ.bSl' . It is est im :ted tlie 
division st1'"e~16th 

9
just 02:: . .'o:re ·ti,..is ::ov~· -day :: e_·iod ·:.as t..:-'_1-_ :.:>oxim tc1y 80.;0 

men tnd 1 00 t u1l:s . ",.... 

..J -

_ ~ '*s t · ~:::cJ. .... .................. . 
~.st:::..1 ted .~L-led ••••••••• -••• 
~t .. 11::s Tiest1 oyed •.•••••.••••• 
. ~ . .21:.:s C,....~' tured::...--..,..------- •••• 
. i.l""tilL.r~- _ ieces· ~JC:St::::'o~reC:. •• 
~.,:c'c:Lller,/-:,_ ieces Cc':'pturDC: ••• 

+- _ QU...L"lS Jes vl~o~reC: ••• • ••••••• 
~-8::-i::'.:J.l.L...G:m~ ::!Je'_ t;.:.. o~rad... ... ..... .. 
1. C>S"'\'l + r 'Pl"' T~~--'1·c' "rA-a:~ .... u f_;,L. . ...... u- ~T1.... ...... C> Ji.lO.,t-J v.. :7 . • • • • • • 

1 e il:.i. c·le-s )e S't r o3re a-'. .•..•..• 
".fe~1ic le s C .ptu1· e d ••.•••••••• 

r 

-"lse\7hcre :::.long the; corl)S ·::?:t'"o.Pt ·c~~e e.~. ... eri;;~ unc::ec. c!.e.te:."'lf1inevdl~-· t'11 o·L .~ot 
the ~iGe.1: c.df.inst COVeted ':"0" G C"ent-e~ ,_, held Or con t r olled D . OUl" :troo )S . ~ 
. • .1d- . t· . -pnf"') .J...."' _· ..... , ) .. ~·p ... , '1-_ l -...'£~ ~~--, .. """" r., "'\.;~ ~!rt • v, .- l __ € OOLL.1.. no _o_ '-''-' ~,rr-c ...;U..,.TCHu.-.:;.L O.L ...., ~..: 0 _ _...ru. ~-~. O.LO . .,_,_VJ..""lOll \l.IllC- _l:-f'.~ 

dri"ven. ~eToss' h!is ,,\e:.."tY.-r;.rd :Jo:L .of L.O.vl,.ncp to ho::..G. anC. e·,•c:1·-.ut.lly oe su.:v-roJ.m 
ed . 1/ E-·he'~,r gutn thisv l.OTce._oeo.'t o:::.... ·re:pe<:ted at t~iicks n:rHl P.l te:c tJ1ree 'cys 
d-e,:.troye<i" its vehicle'S"'and eq_Uipfl'bnt , :...nd n1c.d.q i·cs 'l.C.;}r throug.L·i lG miles o f 
ener.w lines . It c.rr:::.ved ':;ith '-'-)~, :ro:~im .tel ... - 90,.) o.:.' its _ --rsor:ncl in _'ri.an!R.ly 
lines . · 
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