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The 36th Armored Ini'antr·· J.egiment was originally org
anized at Brovvnsville, Texas, in June 1916, as the 36th In
fantry, the Reciment ·being organized b·.r the individual trans
fer of men from the ,:, th, 26th and 28th Infantr:-r hegiments. 
It dic.l not serve oversea ~3 during .".'orld :.::J.r I and was made 
inactive at Fort Jay, Ne•;; York, 13 Oc t ober 1921. Pursuant 
to instructions contained in a letter f r om the 7-le.r Denart
ment dated 16 December 1940 as a~ended by letter dated 13 
January 1941, the Regiment \KTas made active as a...'>l Armored 
Regi~ent, which on 1 June 1942 was redesignated the 36th 
Armored Infantr~r Regiment. At the ~ine of its ~e·acti .·ation· 
the Resiment was entitled to no Battle Honors. 

· DESCRIPTION OF COAT OF AR:t."S 

The Regimental Coat of Arms is in three parts as 
follows: 

1. SHIELD. The official blazonry is A7ure, a sword 
ba,ronet in fess, or within a border of the like. On a can
ton argent a cross of the field, over all a cactus proper 
(for the 4th, 26th and 28th Infantry), which means in simple 
English, A horizontal gold sword bayonet on a blue shield 
with a gold border. On a silver guartered insert in the 
upper left-hand corner (canton) is a blue cross, and super
imposed on top is a cactus. in natural colors. 

The field of the shield is blue, the Infantr·r color. 
The sword bayonet and border are taken from the unofficial 
insignia adopted by the 12th Division. The three parent 
organizations are shown on the canton. The 4th and 28th 
Infantry took part in the Vera Cruz expedition, the name 
suggesting the cross in blue for Infant~r. The cactus 
represents the b9rder service of all three Re~iments from 
February 1913, until the organization of the 36th Infantry. 

·1: 2. CREST. The official blazonry of the crest is"·On a 
wreath of the ·colors a six-bastioned fort vert charged with 
a mullet argent," which means in G. I. language " A silver 

· star mounted on a green six-bastion resting on a wreath of 
gold and blue." 
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The crest symbolizes the birthplace of the Regiment. 

The origin of Bro\vnsville was the fort built b~ General 
Taylor in 1846, at first known as Fort Texas, later as 
Fort BrC'.'.'!l in honor of Major Jacob Brown, who was killed 
in its defense while comr.'.anding the 4th Infantr•!. The 
36th Infantr-r is therefore doubly associated with .Browns
ville, as its birthplace and through the 4th Infantry, which 
was connected with the birth of Brownsville. The battles of 
Pala Alto and Risaca di la Palma were fought for the defense 
of Fort Texas. This is shown by a six-bastioned fort in green, 
an allusion to the Mexican color, charged with the silver lone 
star of Texas. 

3. ·MOTTO. "Deeds Not Words" needs no explanation. 

B. On 22 April 1942, the War D~partnent redesignated 
the Coat of .~s, 36th Infantry, as the Coat of Arms, 36th 
Armored Infantr~~ Regiment. 

c. On 16 May 1941, information was received from the 
.war Department that the distinctive insignia of the 36th 
Infantry consisted of the crest onl:v of the Coat·· of Arms, 
and on 22 April 1942, the distinctive insisnia of the 36th 
Infantry was redesignated the distinctive insignia of the 
36th Armored Infant~! ~egiment. 
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Date: 

4-16-41 

4-17-41 

4-18-41 
to · 

5-31-41 

6-1-41 

6-2-41 

6-3-41 

6-4-41 

6-5-41 
to 

6-12-41 

Station: 

The 36th Armored Inf was activated in comnliance 
with .. ar Department letter, AG 320.2 (7 .E'eb 1941) 
E.C. Subject: Cadres for the Ar~ored Force, dated 
21 .Feb 1941, as a unit of the 3rd ,\rmored Division, 
Camp Polk, La., with temporc...~r station at Camp 
B8aure~ard, La. Colonel W~lton H. Nalker was asgd 
to and assumed co~~and of the regiment. 

C.A1"~ BF.Alr.:GGA..-rt.D, LOUISLUa 
Preparing a tent camp for the ~rival of the cadre 

Cadre consisting of 6 officers (RA), 80 officers 
(ORC) and 652 enlisted men joined by transfer from 
41st Inf (.Armd), Fort Benning, Ga., having de-parte 
from that station vi&. RR Train at 8:30 .AM, 16 Apr 
1941, arrived at Camp Beauregard, La.., at 8:45AM 
17 Apr 1941 • 

Usual garrison duties. 

Usual garrison duties. Band, 36th Amid Inf activ<l , 
b7 transfer of personnel and equipment of the Band 
20th Inf., Fort Francis E. ·.varren, ·:'!yo., per lette 
~:{ar Dept., Subject: Bands, dated 2 Ap 1941, file 
AG 320.2 {5 Mar 41) M (Ret) Itt-C. Did not join. On 
Detached Service, Ft Leavenworth, Ka.n. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Usual garrison duties. Advance detachment departed 
.for Camp Polk, La. 

Usual garrison duties. Band arrived at Camp rolk, 
La., · by RR Train from Ft Leavemvorth, Ae.,n. 

Usual garrison duties. 
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Date: 

6-13-41 

6-1~~-41 
to 

6-19-41 

6-20-41 

Station: 
C -~~ POLZ, I. ·:~·U:J :.:.:.I::-A 

Regiment d.,;:purted from. Car.:p .:::.eP..urc.::·::.rd, La., at 
9:00 A1~ a."ld arrived at Camp Poll:, .•. z.., at 12:30 
P1I. Method o:f tr::!.vel !1otor Convoy. Distance 
tr~veled 75 miles. 

Usual garrison duties. 

U 1 . 'J' ;"J • ... d .. sua garr~son u.u-::~es. ·'""eC~.JW!1"' co:'!lr:lence rece~ v:t.ng 
selectees. 

6-21-41 Usual garrison duties. 
to 

7-17-41 

7-18-41 Col Wal. ton H~ \7allcer reld from asgd and comd and 
trfd to Hq 3rd Armd Di v. Lt Col E. A. ·:!:l.i th assumed 
comd. 

7-19-41 · Usual ~arrison duties • 
. to 

8-19-41 

8-20-41 Usunl garrison duties. Col ','lillio.."ll L. Itoberts, Inf, 
asgd and assumed comd of Regt. Lt Col Edwin A. Smith 
reld from comd of ReGt. 

8-21-41 Usual garrison duties. 
to 

9-6-41 
9-6-41 Usual garrison duties. 2 Re;ular J.:rmy and 20 Reserve 

Officers and 123 enlisted men departed bz: rail for 
detached .service at Ft Knox, Ky., as cadre for 5th 
Armd Div., to be activated 1 Oct 1941. 

9-7-41 Sunday. Pvt Burch, Hq_ Co. was accid·::ntall~r killed 
in an automobile accident near Lake Charles, La. 

9-8-41 Usual garris.on duties. Col Wm L. Roberts reld fr 
comd of Regt and de9arted as an observer, 3rd Army 
maneuvers; Lt Col Edgar B. Heylmun assumed comd. 
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Date: Jtation: 

9-9-41 Usual garrison duties. 

9-10-41 Usual garrison duties. Col Roberts r:-:turned from de
tached service and assun.cd comd. ~t Col. Heylrn.un 
reld of comd. 

9-11-41 Usual garrison duties. 

9-12-41 Usual garri :'3on duties. 
to 

10-30-41 

10-31-41 Usual garrison duties. Col ·.vm L. Roberts, Inf, 
reld comd of Regt. Lt Col :Edgar B. Hcylmun, Ini.', 
assumed comd of Reg~. 

11-1-41 Usual garrison duties. Lt Col Ed!.;ar ·B. Heylmun Inf 
reld comd of Regt. Llajor Joseph J. 3illo assumed 
comd of Regt. 

11-2-41 Sunday. 

11-3-41 

11-4-41 
to 

11-7-41 

Usual garrison duties. 
reld comd of Regt. Col 
sumed comd of Regt. 
Usual garrison duties. 

i.~ajor Joseuh J. Bille Inf 
William L.-Roberts Inf re-

11-8-41 Usual garrison duties. Pvt 3ugene E. ~ell~y, Co D, 
died at Lawson General Hoo~ital, Atlru1ta, Ga. 

11-9-41 Usual garrison duties. 
to 

11-21-41 

11-22-41 Usual garrison duties. Col Wm L Robert, Inf, reld 
comd of Regt. Lt Col Edgar B. He,.rl::nun,. Inf, assumed 
comd of Regt. 

·11-23-41 Lt Col Edgar B Heylmun Inf reld comd of Regt. Col 
William L. Roberts Inf assumed co~d of Regt. 
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Date: 

1-7-42 

1-8-42 

1-9-42 
to 

2-20-42 

2-21-42 

2-22-42 
to 

4-26-42 

4-27-42 

4-28-42 
to 

4-29-42 

4-30-42 

5-1-42 
to . 

6-9~42 

6-10-42 

6-11-42 
to 

6-21-42 

.6-22-42 

6-23-42 

6-24-42 

Station: 

Usual garrison duties. 

Band was transferred to 33rd A.rmd .:.~e~t., per leJ;;ter 
Hq. A.F. file 32C.2 dated 29 Dec 41. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Regiment commenced.training personnel for 7th .~d 
Div by increasing strength of regL~ent to double 
auth strength. 

Usual garrison duties, including tr~ining of per~ 
sonnel for 48th ;~a Inf Regt, 7th Armd Div. 

15 Off and 357 ELl were transferred to 48th Armd 
Inf, 7th Armd Div cadre per TM No 7, Hq II .trmd 
Corps, 14 Apr 1942. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Pvt Grady L. Baker, ·Hq Co, let Bn, died. 

Usual garrison duties. Yellow jaundice epidemic 
20 percent of personnel affected. 

Pvt Elias B. Ortega, Co I, died. 

U~al garrison duties. 

Col Roberts reld comd. Lt Col Cockefair assumed 
comd. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Hq & Hq Co, 36th Armd Inf Regt: Hq & Hq Co let Bn 
and Hq &: Hq Co 2nd Bn and Hq &: Hq Co 3rd Bn, 36th 
Armd Inf Regt were enactivated, and Hq, 36th .trmd 
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Date: Station: 

6-24-42 
to 

6-27-42 

6-28-42 

6-29-42 
to 

7-10-42 

7-11-42 

7-12-42 
to 

7-13-42 

7-14-42 

7-15-42 

7-16-42 

7-16-42 
and 

7-17-42 

7-18-42 
to 

7-19-42 
7-20-42 

7-21-42 
and 

7-22-42 

Inf Regt; Hq Co; Hq 1st Bn; Hq Co 1st Bn; Hq 2nd 
Bn; Hq Co 2nd Bn; H~ 2rd Bn; Hq Co 3rd Bn were 
activated per letter Hq Armd Force, file 320.2 
~NOAG, Subject:·~rg~~ization of Hq & Hq Co's of 
Units of the 3rd Armd Div dated 6-19-42. 

Usual garrison dut ies. 

Lt Col Cockefair reld comd. Lt Col :3eely asmd 
comd. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Lt Col Seel;,r reld comd. Col Roberts asmd comd. 

Usual garrison duti~s. 

Fvt Erie G. Linnstaedter, Co B, died. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Col Roberts reld comd. ·Lt Col Cockefair asmd Comd. 

Regiment dep~ted from Camp Polk, La., in 7 RR 
Trains for Desert Training at Freda, Calif. 

Zlffi OUTE 

Enroute from Camp ?elk, La., to Freda, Calif. 

Lt Col Cockefair reld comd. Lt Col Seely asmd comd. 

Regiment arrived at Freda, California, and estab
lished bivouac l2 miles southwest of Freda, Calif. 
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Date: 

7-23-42 

7-24-42 

7-25-42 
to 

7-26-42 

7-27-42 

7-28-42 

7-29-42 
to 

8-7-42 

8-8-42 

8-9-42 
to 

8-11-42 

8-12-42 

8-13-42 
to 

8-16-42 

8-17-42 

8-18-42 
to 

10-22-42 

10-23-42 
to 

10-25-42 

Station: 

12 1~IL3>) SW PR:::DA, CALIFORNIA 

Preparing camp site. 

Lt Col Seely reld comd. Col Roberts asmd comd. 

Usual camp duties. 

Pvt George A. Parker, Hq Co, 1st Bn, died. 

Pvt Spencer A. Cornelius, Co F, died. 

Usual camp duties. 

Col Roberts reld comd and trfd to C & GSS School, 
Ft Leavenworth, Kan. Lt Col Cockefair asmd comd. 

Usual c.amp duties. 

Lt Col Cockefair reld comd. Lt Col ·Seely asmd comd~ 

Usual camp duties. 

Col G G Parks joined by transfer fro~ 8th Serv Comd 
asmd ·comd of ~egt. Lt Col Seely reld comd. 

Usual camp duties and maneuvers. 

Regiment departed from Freda, California, in 6 RR 
Trains for Camp Piclcett, Va. 
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Date: 

10-26-42 
to 

10-29-42 

10-30-42 
to 

10-31-42 

11-1-42 

-Station: 

Enroute from Freda, California to Camp Pickett, 
Virginia. 

Reg~cnt arrived at Camp Picket, Va. 

CA!.!P PICJC:TT, YIRGINIA 

Usual garrison duties including preparation for 
overseas movement. 

11-18-42 Col Parks reld comd. Lt Col Seely asmd comd. 

11-19-42 
to 

11-27-42 

Usual garrison duties including preparation for 
overseas movement 

, 
11-28-42 Lt Col Seely reld comd. Col Parks asmd comd. 

11-29-42 
to 

1-10-43 

1-11-43 
to 

1-12-43 

1-12-43 
& 

1-13-43 

1-13-43 
to 

2-3-43 

2~4-43 

2-5-43 

Usual garrison duties inc-Luding preparation for 
overseas movement. 

Regi~ent departed in 5 RR Trains for Indiantown Gap, 
Pa. 

INDI.AlTT0~.7N GAl? biiL RES, PEN~lSYLV .iliit .. 

RegL~ent arrived at Indiantown Gap Mil Res, Pa. 

Usual garrison duties including preparation for 
overseas movement. 

Major Charles Cooke, 36th -~d Inf Regt died. 

Usual garrison duties inclu~ing preparation for 
overseas movement. 
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Date: 

2-6-43 

2-7-43 

2-8-43 
to 

2-13-43 

2-14--43 

2-15-43 
to 

2-19-43 

2-20-43 

2-21-43 
to 

2-23-43 

2-24-43 

2-25-4-3 
to 

3-11-43 

3-12-43 

3-13-43 
to 

4-1-43 

4-2-43 
to 

4-15-43 

4-16-43 
to 

4-30-43 

5-1-43 
to 

"5-16-43 

St~tion: 

Usual garrison duties a.'"l.d pre:paretio::-. for overseas 
movement. 

Col Parks rcld cor.~. Lt Col ~ussell asmd comd. 

Usuc.l ga::·rison d::.l."ties includin;_;; prc::_Jaration ;for 
ovar~eas movecent. 

Lt Col ~ussell reld comd. Col Parks asmd co~d. 

· Usual garrison duties includinG preparation for 
overseas movement. 

Col Parks rcld comd. Lt Col See:~r asm.d co:md. 

Usual sarrison duties includli1e preparation for 
overseas movement. 

Lt Col Seely reld. corr.d. Col P::-:!.l'ks as::nd ~omct. 

Usual garrison duties including preparation for 
overseas movement. 

Pvt Ernest Ringen, Co I, dieu. 

Usual garrison dutiea· including pre::?aration for . 
overseas movement. 

Usual garrison duties including ,reparation for 
overseas movement. 

Usual garrison duties including preparation for 
overseas movement 

Usual garrison duties including preparation for 
overseas move.ment. 
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Dcte: 

5-17-43 
to 

5-31-43 

6-1-43 
to 

6-18-43 

6-19-43 

6-20-43 
to 

6-30-43 

7-1-43 
to 

7-13-43 

7-14-4-3 

7-15-43 
to 

7- ~2-43 

7-23-4-3 

7-24-43 
to 

7-31-4-3 

8-1-43 
to 

8-17-43 

8-18-43 

8-19-43 
to 

8-25-43 

8-27-43 

~: tation: 

l;sual garrison duties includ.in; pl~ E: JJ ~' .l~2.tion for 
overseas I:love :.~~ent. 

Usuz.l garri::on duti -:: s i~cludin;:; p:::.~ ·Jp8.ration for 
overseas movement. 

Opening of Su.."':ll!ler Tra:!.ning Area• .Swimmin.:; instruct
ion and floating of equipment scheduled for the J.{ ,_:~t. 

Usual garrison duties incl~cing pre~ ~Tation~ for 
overseas me v~ment. 

Usnal g2.rrison duti c~ s inclu.dine preparation for 
overseas movement. 

Ivt i'la~rne A. Crabtree, Co I, died. 

Usual garrison duties includine; preparation for 
overseas movement. · 

Pvt L7le L. Page, Hq Co 2nd 5n, died. 

Usual garrison duties includine preparation for 
overseas movement. 

Final preparation for overseas movement. Unit kno\Yn 
·as 2190-M. 

S~er Training Area closeo. 

Completion of pac!~ing ~d preparation for overseas 
movement. 

Regirnent departed froo Lickdale, Pa., in three trains 
to Staging Area. 
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Date: .~: tation: 

8-28-43 
to 

8-31-43 

9-1-43 

9-3-43 

9-4-43 
to 

9-15-43 

9-16-43 

9-16-43 
& 

9-17-43 

9-18-43 
to 

9-30-43 

10-i-43 
to 

10-10-43 

2190-M undergoes fi..l'lal prepara·tion for over :3eas move
ment 

2190-r:! completes prepar3.tion fo:- overseas move:~nent. 

RegLrrent departs to Port of :::.::rr.barlce.tion in 6 trai..l'l.s. 
Troops depart on T::::-ansport Carrie:::-, Cepe Town Castle, 
an English Liner. 

AT SEA 

Overseas Movement in .Convoy. 

Docked at Liverpool, England. 

Debarkation Regiment :::1oved to Sutton V'eny, :England 
in 6 trains. 

General police up of Camp. 

Usua.l garrison duties. 
Road. Marches. 

Training Program includes 

10-11"-43 Identification of German Uniforms and .·:eapons. 
· Field Demonstrations. 

10-12-43 Usual garrison duties including si:: day field 
to 

10-24-43 

10-24-43 Death of Holland ~,. Holm, Co F. Buxial at liational 
Cemetery, Brookwood, England. 
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Date: 

10-25-43 
to 

11.!.30-43 

12-1-43 
to 

12-24-43 

12-25-43 

12-26-43 
12-27-43 

12-28-43 

12-29-43 

12-30-43 
to 

1-7-44 

1-8-44 

1-9-44 
to 

1-16-44 

1-17-44 

1-18-44 
to 

1-23-44 

3tation: 

Usual garrison duties. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Christmas day. Holiday for all. Day spent with 
the Enlisted men. Party for neig boring E~glish 
children. 

Usual garrison duty. 
Death of Pvt Fred Urban, 1st Bn Hq. Burial at 
National Cemetery, Erooknood, Zngl~~d. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Lt Col T. A. Seelv transferred to 28th In£ Div 
~"ld departed. Changes in Re :::imental Staff. 
r.!ajor J. R. Hutcheson to Ex 0 and Capt T. F·. L:ason 
to S-3 

Usual garrison duties. 

Usual garrison 
Hq Co 3rd Bn. 
wood, England. 
for first time 

duties. Death of Pfc Harm Kock, 
3urial at National Ce~ete;y, Brook

American Flag raised at Reveille 
at Sutton Veny Ca~.:.:p, 

Usua~ garrison duties. 

Gen Bernard Montgomery, CO British Ground Forces, 
visited Camp and addressed assembled troops. 

usual gGxrison duties. 
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Date: 

1-24-44 

1-25-44 
to 

2-12-44 

2-13-44 

2-14-44 
to 

2-24 44 

2-2;-44 

2-26-44 
to 

3-6-44 

3-7-44 

3-8-44 

3-9-44 
to 

3-25-44 

3-26-44 

3-27-44 
to 

4-12-44 

Station: 

Usual garrison duties. Ar.erican flag lowered for 
security reasons on advice of Division G-2. 

usual garrison duties. 

Fornal ope::.1ing of ~~egime:ntal N:~.AFI Service Club. 

Usual garrison duties. · 

Visi·t by General Eisenhower, General Sir Arthur 

1 
Tedder and General Sir Bernard. I;1ontgomery who 
visited ~raining Area and witnessed a field exercis~ 
in which one battalion of the Regiment participated, 
setting up a defensive position again~t an armored I 
attack. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Deaths of Pfc John A. Havelka and Pvt Eartin H. I 
O'Kada, Co F. Burials at National Cemetery, brock
wood, Engla.."ld. 

Regiment Show "It's In The Bag" opened at Sutton 
Veny Camp. Show scheduled to tour other units of 
Division. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Co's A and B and Hq Co, lst Bn, 120th I~ (30th 
Inf Div) moved into Sutton Veny Camp for one weeks 
training with 3rd J.rmd Di v. 

Usual garrison duties. 
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Date: 

4-13-44 

4-14-44 

4-15-44 

4-16-44 
to 

4-19-44 

4-20-44 

4-21-44 
to 

5-17-44 

5-18-44 

5-19-44 
to 

5-23-44 

5-24-44 
to 

5-27-44 

3tation: 

Co's C and D and li~ Co 1st Bn 117th Inf (30th 
Inf Div) moved into 3utton Venv Ca:;:p for one weeks 
training. 

Nor~al garrison duties. 

3rd aruLiversary of 3rd Armd Div. Training suspend
ed for afternoon. Message from Co~anding General 
read to all troops. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Usual garrison du:;ies. All Officers and IWOs 
attended an address by Major Gen Corlett, CG XIX 
Corps. 

Usual garrison duties. 

Gen Omo.r H. Bradley visi~s camp and addresses all 
Officers. 

Usual garrison duties. 

·;aterproofing of vehicles begun. Uaual garrison 
duties. 

5-28-44 1st stage of water:1roofing vehicles completed. 

5-29-44 Usual garrison duties. 
to 

·5-31-44. 

6-1-44 Entire Regi::1ent completel ·· combat loaded. Personnel 
moved to shelter tent camp within Sutton Veny Camp. 

/ 

6-2-44 Usual garrison duties. Passes for personnel stopped 
at 1130 PJ:,1. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• Spearhead :DoughboiJs• 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

6-3-44 
to 

6-5-44 

6-6-44 

6-7-44 
to 

6-16-44 

6-17-44 
to 

6-25-44 

6-26-44 

6-27-44 

6-28-44 

Jtation: 

Usual garrison duties. 

Tent ca:nrp il1:3pected und. Officers oeeting by Div 
C om:1nnd er. 

Usual garrison duties including preparation for 
overseas :novement and - combat. 

EiffiOUTE 

Regiment moved from Sutton Ven~r .Ca.::p, England, to 
France via marshalling areas near Southhampton, Eng
land and :.veymouth, England, from which ports grou-ps 
of the Regt in varying sizes sailed during this 
period. Debarkation was on an established beach
head known as Omaha Beach (code nnne), near Isigny 
France. The entire regiment assemoled in areas near 
Neuilly la Foret, France, and began de-waterproofing 
vehicles and making further preparations for combat. 

FR.:UW:E 

Regiment in assembly areas near Neuilly la Foret. 
Regiment assigned to Combat Com:nand "A" under Brig 
Gen D. 0. Hickey. Regt preparing for combat. · ( 

1st and 3rd Bns move to vicinitv of St Clair L'Elle. 
Remainder of regiment stay at Neuilly la Foret. Prep-~ 
arations for combat continue. · 

CCA divided into 3 task forces: Task Force X, com
manded by Col Boudinot, 32nd .~, consisting of ~rd J 
Bn 32nd AR.and 3rd Bn 36 AIR: Task Force Y commanded 
by Col Graeme Parks, 36AIR. consisting of 2nd Bn 32nd 
AR and 2nd Bn 36th AIR; and Task Force Z commanded ( 
by Lt Col Walter Abney, 36th A~, consisting of ~t 
Bn 36th AIR and 1st Bn 32nd AR. Each ha~ detachments 
of engineers and tank destroyers. Regt iiq Co and 
2nd Bn 36th ~'\..IR move to St Clair L 'Elle. Orders for ( 
attack on 29 June issued by Combat Co:rn!Iland "A" and 
reconnaissance by all commanders conducted. InfantrJ 
com~an~es integrate with tank companies for engagey ( 
ment. Task forces moved to forward assembly areas 
during night of 28 June 1944. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• Spearhtacl 1)oughbovs" 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: Station: 

6-29-44 

7-1-44 

7-2-44 

CCA attacked through lines of 29th Inf Div at 0900 
with a mission of secur~~g high groa~d about 2 miles 
north of St Lo thus re:::;;.o•ring a salient in and improv
ing the lines of the 29th Inf Div. The attack covered 
an area approximately 3500 yds Yvide and 2500 yds deep. 
Task Force X with Co's G & E, 36 AIR, in the assault 
and Co I in reserve, attacked on the left. Task Force 
Y with Co's ~ & E in the assault and Co F in reserve 
attacked op, the right. Task £orce Z was in CCA 
reserve. tiea~J resistance was enco~~tered through
out the day. After some proe;ress was made dur~ 
the day, at night the ta.~lcs withdrew behind the Inf
antry, positions were outposted and preparations were 
made for continuation of the attack on 30 June 1944. 

Attack continued at 0800. Co C 36th AIR with a Co 
of tanks was ta.~en from Task Force Z and committed 
on left flank of Task Force Y during the morning. 
Strong enemy resistance continued, with .artillery 
and mortar fire particularly heavy. :.J:errain was 
difficult to attack over, beinc made up of small 
fields surrounded by hedgerows and S1L~ken roads, 
but well adapted to defense and affording the ene:ny 
excel:ent observation. He~:.gerows were breached by 
dozers on medium tanks and by de:n.oli tions. Attaclr 
";as made from hedgerow to heJ.gerow with sr:1all groups 
of infa11.tr;r working with each ta...11.lc to for:n small 
combat tea~s. During the day's operations, the vil
lage of Villiers Fossard waG ta::cn in Task :3'orce Y' s 
zone. ~a 1500 Co :3 with tar.ks ;·1ere move·} .. from Task 
Force z to Tas~~ ?o!'ce X and ·;:ere co1~ii tted on the 
right fl::ml: of that Force. Zle~:;ents of the 29th 
Inf Div took ove:r- the positions held b~r CC.A during 
th~ evening of this day Cll1i.~. all elements of the Com
mand were moved to the attack assembly area and then 
to 3t Clair L'?lle. • 

Regiment rer2ainecl at St Clair L ··-:ale. 

Regt (less 3rd En) relieved from C~A and moved to 
Heuilly la ::!'oret. 3rd En under CCA moved to vicinity 
of le :ronguay \vith mission of rei~forcin8 V Corps · 
line. 2nd Bn assigned to CC B \o7it:i.1 mission of re
inforcing XIX Corps line. Regt (less 2nd & 3rd Bns) 
asgd to Div Troops, commanded b~r Col :Parks, with 
mission of bacl~in,!; up either CC ".A." or CC "B". 
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• $pca,.luad ::Doughboys· 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

7-3-44 

7-4-44 
to · 

7-6-44 

7-7-44 

~.itation: 

Regiment (las ~: 3rd .:.:n) in bi·;ouac nc2.r :3t Clair 
L'~lle. E~tire re5i~c~t refi~~inc lor conbat. 
Re ,-:;i:nent raceive 8 Officers a."l.d 175 -:nliste~l men 
replacements. ~-2.jor Gen lero~r 'Ja.tson, CO 3rd .Armd 
Div and 3r:.G Gen Do:•le 0 .. ~:icl::e;; e.warC..ed Silver Star ! 
for gall~'1.t~r in action in engage~ent 29-30 June 1945 I 
3rd Bn 36th A7R still' under CC.A. near le Trongua.y. 

N'o change i..'l'l st.atus of ail~ elenents of 2e~;ioent ! 

Late in the afternoon of thi3 date, the 36th AIR 
(minus 3rd Bn, which was still near J.Je Tronguay 
under CCA) ~7as assigned to CCB under Brig Gen Balun. 
CCB issued an attack order at about 1800. CCB was to 
move during the night of 7 July south to .\ire, to 
cross the River Vire at ilire, pass through bridge
head.that had been established across the river by 
~the30th Inf Div., make contact wi·~h the enemy and 
·drive him south with ultimate mission of siezing 
the high ground at St Gilles (XIX: Corps obj'ective) 
in the 30th Inf Div zone some ten .miles south of 
Ai~and four miles west of St La. This order divid
ed CcB into three Task Force~, namely: Task Force X, 
Lt Col Cockefair, 36th AIR commanding and consisting 
of 2nd Bn 36th .~R and 2nd Bn 33rd AR; Task Force Y, 
wd. th Col Parks, 36th. AIR cor:rr::anding, consisting of f 
1st Bn 36th AIR and 1st Bn 33rd AR; and Task Force Z, 
consisting of 3rd Bn 33rd .~ without Infantry and 
commanded by Lt Col Hogan, 33rd ~ta. Each Task Force 
had attachments of Engineers a.nd~a.nk Destroyers, in f 
addition to medium ta.n.~s equiped with bull-dozers. 
Task Force X crossed the river and made first contact 
with enemy at 4967 46 (see overla~·) at about 2245. J 
Four enemy tanks were destroyed and the enemy with
drew, after which Task Force X went into assembly 
area in that vicinity preparing to continue the 
attack. During the night orders were received from 
CCB to continue the attack at 0630 of 8 July 1945. 
In the meant~e, Task Force Y crossed the river ~ 
arrived at an asseubly area as shown on overlay 
(496755) at about 033o on the morning 8 July, and 
prepared to displace forward behind Task Force X and 
assist it in the attack when so ordered. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• Sptar•htad 0oughbovs· 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

7-8-44 

7-9-44 

Station: 

The 3rd Bn, 36th Armd Inf ?.e[t, remained near Tron
quay under CC.A during thiG date. 

Task Force :{ crossed the LD as sho\vn on overlay at 
0630 ~~d advanced some 1500 yds during the day to 
a position as sl:own. lt'esista.nce during the attack 
was initially lieht but increased as ~he attack pro
gressed. Taslc Force Y remained in it! s assembly area 
until about 2200 at wh~ch time it moved fo~vard through 
Task Force X and contin~ed the attack, but only slight 
advances were made during the night. During this date 
CC B was attached to the 30th Inf Div. 
At 1800 this date the 3rd Bn 36th .A.IR, still assigned 
to CCA (commanded by Brig Gen D.O~ Hickey) moved with 
CCA from its position near Le Tronquay to an assembly 
area north of Martigny (see overlay) at 480745. The 
mission of CCA initially was to cross the river and 
assist CCB on 3rd .~d Div Order. At 2000, 3rd Bn 

36th AIR, part of CCA Task Force commanded by Lt Col 
Russell, 36th AIR, moved to a position behind the-
3rd Bn, 130th Inf Regt, in the 9th Inf Div (VII Corps) 
zone, prepared to attack through that battalion at 
0600 on 9 July. Ho··.7ever, this attack was not made 
due to last minute changes in orders from ~CA. 

In the XIX Corps Zone, Task Force Y continued the 
attack at 0700 and during the day advanced so that 
one comnanv of tanks of this Task Force were on the 
CCB objective (Hill 91 at Vents - see overlay) by 
dark. The Infant~r was some 1200 yds short of the 
objective due initially to traffic congestion that 
prohibited use of vehicles and then to L~tense ar
tillery and mortar fire being plaped on the objective. 
Meanwhile, Task Force X, attempting to withdraw north 
to its original assembly area as soon as Task Force Y 
passed through its lines. and then attack south on the 
west flank of Tasl:: Force Y, was unable to move due to 
traffic congestion and did not reach the assembly area 
until 2020. Prenarations were made then to launch the 
attacl:: on the morninf: of 10 July. Col Roysdon, 33rd 
AR, assumed comman·l of CCB this date, vice Brig Gen 
Bohm r~lieved. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

"$pta,.htad :DoughboiJs" 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

7-10-44 

7-11-44 

Stc-.tion: 

In the 9th Inf Div ·~one (VI:!: Corps) the Task Porce 
under Lt Col Russel:., 3rd Bn, 36th :U:a, relieved the 
3rd Bn, 117th Inf end received orders to attack at 
0430 on 10 Jul~r 1944 and take objective as shown on 
overla•.r. 

Task Force X e:~~.;acked astride the s·t Jean di Dav
Vr.nts highwa:r duri_Y!.g the early mor~in;; of this date., 

1 meeting only s_li;;ht resistance; in the meanti!:le, Task 
1 Force Y was receiving heavy artillery and mortar fire 

and could not advance. The tanks of Task Force ¥ were 
fo!'ced to withdra';; from the objective behind the liner 
of the Infantroo:r when Task Force X reached lines held 
by Task Force Y, Co c, 36th AIR. vrith its integrated 
ta~ks was attached to Task·Force X from Task Force Y I 
and Task Force X launched an attack on the objective 
at 1630 which was successful and objective was tru:en. 
Task Force Y was then withdra~TI some 2000 yards and 
outposted along the right of the St Jean-Vents high
way during the ni5ht. Task Force X (plus Co C 36th 
AIR and tallies) d~fended the objective during the 
night. At 0430 on this date the CCA Task Force undeJ I 
Lt Col Russell attacked in the 9th Inf Div zone and 
reached a position as shcvm on overlay where enemy 
resistance prohibited further advance. During the I 
night the Task Force was relieved by elemen~s of the 
9th Inf Div and the Task Force moved back to original 
attack assembly area. . · 
At 0830 on this date Lt Col King, 33rd AR, with forc•l 

· consi.sting of Co A, 36th AIR and two companies of tanks 
from 33rd AR, was ordered to move to the vicinity off 
Carigny to meet an enemy tank threat on the left fla: !. 
At Carigny this force divided into two equal forces 
and proceeded as shown on the overlay. These forces 
successfully operated in this zone until relieved onJ 
13 July. ,Task Force X (plus Co C and its integrated 
tanks) continued to hold this objective despite ter
rific enemy artillery and mortar fire until 1900. f 
Task Force Z was ordered to the objective during the 
day as well as Co B, 36th AIR with its inter9rated 
tanks so that at 1900 Task Force x, Y and z \less Cof 
A, 36th AIR and ~vo compani~s of tanks under Lt Col 
King) were all on the objective and organization of 
the ground.was completed. 3rd Bn, 36th AIR remained 
in fonvard assembly area behind 9th Inf Div. J 
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• $ptnrhtad X>ow;ltbovs" 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

7-12-44 

7-13-44 

7-14-44 

7-15-44 

7-16-44 

7-17-44 

Station: 

CCB continued to hold.objective d:.spite heavy enemy 
artillery and mortar fire. Co A, 36th AIR was still 
on special mission. 

At 1500 3rd Bn 36th AIR moved to bivouac area as 
shovm on overla•r ( 4807 48) still under CCA; 

CGB continue.d to hold objective av:ai ting to be re
lieved b" ele::-,ents of 30th :Uiv • . The 30th Div passed 
trrrough lines of CCB and prepared to continue attac~ 
.~tillery and mortars continued to shell objective. 
Co ;. relieved from special :tis~ion during the after
noon moved to bivouac at 472718. There was no ch~~gp 
in status of 3rd Bn 36th AIR. 

No change in a.Tl.y elements of 36th AIR • .Artillery 
and mortar still falling on obj ·:~ctive,. CCB expectei 
to be relieved during day but n::o orders received, 

I~o ci1ange in any comp:::.nies of 1st and 2nd. Dn 36th 
AIR. 30th Inf Di··.t launched attacl;: at 0515; CCB 
co:1.tin:1ed to hold objective penc1.inr:: relief by 30th 
In::· Div. :.t 19CC, CO, CCB, issued order reorganiz
inG CCB into one ~sscult group (on objective) u.~der 
Col J.ovsdcn wiJch .i.Jt Col Coc:!refair in co:c..':lan•::. of In
fo.ntry··, Col Hoea"'l in cor:n:1a..."1d of ta.:1.::s a..11.d Lt Jleve
lend in commenu o~ reserve (2) Task Force Y (Co A, 
36th AI:l ancl 1st En 33rd .':..?..) YTi th Lt Col King in 
co~-n.a..11.d (3) CC:S Reserve. with Col r~r!cs in com:::J.and. 
3rd 3n as ~art of CC~, moved from position SE of 
St Jean de Dave to new asse::nbl~r area at La Dessert 
C::est of St iean de Da;;e) duri.D.g afternoon. 

I 

Cos B; C,D, E, and F, v1hich were holding object-
ave at V'en.ts were reliev,~d b~r ele:::ents of 30th Inf 
Div at 1500. Tne 36th AIR (i~ss 2nd Dn) was assi~ed 
to CC :\, a..11.d moved to vicinity of Le :;)essert at 2100. 
The 2nd En 36th ~\.I:1 rc!!~aine .d under CCE and mo-..red t() 
asse!.~bl;.r in Bois de Hotl.l:1el ( 413733) • 

Elltire Resiment rcf:~tinc and refiJ;tin~ for further 
combat. 2nd Bn r ·.: n>.ained u.:der CC:S in Bois de Eo:ml":lel 
and rest of ;t.egirnent re~no.ined u.'l1.dc .. ~ CC.A near La 
Dessert. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• .;\ptarhtad :Douyhbor~s • 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMAN'! 

Date: 

7-18-44 

7-19-44 

7-20-44 
to 

7-25-44 

7-26-44 

7-27 .... 44 

No change in stc:!.tus of Re.;:.:1er..t. 4 "-fficers and 
11 enlisted men receiv-:P, 3:r:-c1.:;e Stars per GO Ho 12 
3rd :!.rmd Di v dated 18 July 1944 • 

Ho chang~. i~"loca_:t~ons. Col :y~ L Cornog ~ss~e~ ~com- I 
mand of .i:· .. e,s~ment Vl.ce Col G. G. rark:·: reld. J;:aJor 
P W Corrigan assuned command of 1st Bn 36th AIR 
VICE Lt Col W L Abney reld. Re ·:i!D.ent, less 2nd Bn, j 
received alert orders from CCA on pending operaticns. 
CCA divided into (3) Task Forces: TFX (Lt Col Do~ 
32nd .:.R comdg) consisting of 3rd Bn 32nd .AR and 3ld I 
B!i 36th AIR; TF'I (Col .C ·Jrnog 36th AIR comdg) consis
ted of 36th AIR less 2nd and 3rd Bns and 2nd 3n 3~d 
AR; and TFZ (Lt Col Daniel, 26th Inf Regt comd.g) en n~, 
sisting of 3rd Bn 32nd )3 and 2nd Bn 26th Inf Regt 

· from 1st Inf" Div. Each task Force was assigned a.P
tiller;r, .engineers and tank destroyers. 2nd En ·re ... 
mained under CCB. I 

I 

No change. Pending operations delayed due to in
clement weather. I I 
CCB, of which 2nd 3n was part, attack at 0700 in 
zone of 1st Inf Div following air bombardment and 
opening of enemy lines b:r coordinated attack by I I 
1st, 9th and 30th Inf Divs. Steady progress made 
during day against slight opposition. CCB went inm [ 
assembly area west of Marigny during night. Regiment 
less 2nd Bn, remained under CCA at Le Dessert. 

CCA, of which Regt less 2nd 3.n was part, passed 
through enemy lines at 0630. Initial progress 

I 
was slow but b:r noon TFX, of which 3rd 3n was part, 

1 had cut the St ·Gilles-Coutances road and continued 
to advance to St Bonort where strong ene~J resist~~ 
was encountered. This resistance was b·--passed and 
the advance continued until leading elements had I 
reached LeGault (404578). TFY containing Regt less 
2nd and 3rd Bns, followed TFX and halted between iliar-
igny and St Giles (438604). I l 
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• $ptarhtad 0oughboys· 

* NORMA.NDY * NORTHERN_FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

7-28-44 

7-2S-~ 11-

7-3C--1-'~ 

CGD, of ·:.'hici:!. the 2nd :3n \·:as p::.rt, ·::2..:..~ -:~·c:c··::t. to 
"'O'·.+;YIU"' ..._~~C- -:-:..._ ·~·.-,,·,:- +11· ·. "- '.-~.--..,....., ?C T,,~ .. 19~1.-~. • .~11 ...., ·-·1.:.-... " v..... -u :.J· .... --- v ~.IJ v•-~ :· ··-· ' · \1 (,.i ""':..L - ... 
ele:1P.l1t:J . Gtr.r~ed ::l.O"Til1::: ~t ("', ()C;O r:'..:1c1 =~ · l2L1r0 the 
l~r:t ·~lin :·: 8 ~. G! .'!C Zl 'tG ll~.rl ~~dvance rl . :i:'Ol.::.r sile S ', ~ec; t ;.'.10::.1. ·:: 
t::.-.· r :··i.n 3t :T:o-G ·uta1ces hi:·.:h'."'lC.:' • 

.. 
At. 0530 i"FY !'-'1.ssed t ~ ·" :·o 1 .:.:h '::::TC c.::·~. a4v~nced towt~.rd. 
its r:)bjccti"le nezu""' Cou.tel!ces. !:..t 21Ct) TF':- '."iC: :1t into 
as:3enbls arn·. nc:=tr C risY la. 3alle (3553) anci durin:~ 

· .... 1' ·"' ..... ; .,.;~t ~-,,o b.., .... l-le ..,..,..,..,U""S 'o1 0"''- . .,,; .,--.; ts f..,..o..., 1,.; ~-·h v .... .~. .... _,._ ,.r.... . •• '-·t.t u ·:.L. u ~ - ............. ... ~ ':;~ .. - - " ~ •-'- r_ .. 
ground ~ t ~Ton tp inchon from '.7 e s·t and ~1 ou th. 

The 2:1.ri En, uncLr co"':1· ·::and of GCTI, drove form.3.rd to 
co;:: .. :a:lrlin ·· ~':rotmd overlookin,g; t;1eir fin-:--.1 obj(-;ctive 
a..'"lc: •,·;err: ordered not to occu.n~r the to~::n but rather tu::.·n 
SE and a-ttack g stron1 point- that was holdi.'"l r.; up the 
1st Inf Div. ~.'ii th. th~s mission acco:-:mlished and after 
fi:c;htin,s cent: nUP .. ll~; for three d2.rs and t"•70 ni :;hts, 
CC3 was orrl9l"ed to sit ti.sht on t~1.e ir position u."fltil 
fm·ther order~ in the mor.1ing for a ne'N mission to be
:::;in s.t once. 

·£?'" he 1(~ exits fror1 hi;.;l1 z,rou:'ld at 1-:or.. t?inchon rrhile 
~rx Htt.?:.cl\:ed f:-:-om :rorth at 1200. ~?t disencacec.t and 
co;1ti;1ued .on miesion to seize objE:ctive sout!::v-:est of 
Coutance. Objective ·:!as rc:e.chec1 at 183C · 8-'"ld ~J'Y v:as 
!';ivP.n a. ne·,v objective near Cov.tanc9 (3450) whic::1 it 
reached b'r 24C. . ~::T·X moyped up high .-:::·nu.'1.d at ~;Ion t
Dinchon and moved on to its objective near Contriers. 

CCD revertei. from 1st Inf Div to 3rd :\.rmd Div control 
and YlS.S ordered to as.:::en1.ble south of Co~etous. P.:ow
~ver, the CO, CCJ, urged. that the :mel1 be given a fe7l 
hour:? r'=st as the·- h~d b-:1en g_oin,s contim.tell:; for 
three da~rs an.d three nights. Request was gru.."'l.ted 8!ld 
C\;:B closed to assemblY area at 2000 that eveni!lc-:. 2nd 
Bn und~r CCB remainerl near Conbe:-1on ur..til llOC and then 
moved to assembl~r area east of La Villedieu. 

Durin.-; the day T?:.{ ( ~ CA) of w: i ich the 3rd Bn was IE rt, 
esta~'llished a li."'le j'..1St Horth of G·aYray where they re
mained throughout the cifternoon and nir::;ht. TF'" of 
which 36th AI~ (-- 2nd and 3rd Bns) advanced ~~til 
it reached an assenblY area near St Denis Le Gast. 
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' IIIII ~ THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• Sptarhtad J:loughborJS• 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

7-31-44 

8-1-44 

CC:B, of wbic~ 2nd. 3n vms pm-t, ad·nmced south and 
crossed. the river at La Sayeria and b·: 2100 were on ( 
the J:. visio~al objective · \'.'est of Yilled.ieu-Ies-Poelcs 

1.:; f::ecti ve Q.t 24C':O this date, 3rd :an, was as signed 1D 
CC.~ ~"'ld the Regt (lcs_s '3rd Bn) was assiGned toCC'B • . .I 
CC.A hc:ld brir.::;e-hea~ ac!'oss·Siel"...N.e River and at -1000 
began moving forward tO\'l:J.rds Villedieu-les-Poeles. 
The Engineers (Co B 23rd Eng) suaceeded in bridging 
a forty foot gap to prepare the way for CC3 to con
tinue. B7 1900 t~e 1st ar-d 2nd Bns 36th AIR as part 
of CCE succeded in crossing the river although this 
area was heavily blanketed with mortar and artillery 
fire. Results of the day show ~vo bridgeheads sue- I 
cessfully established across the river north of Ville · 
dieu-les-Poeles. 

CCA continued to move south durin~; this date against 
moderate enemy resistance. 
On the morning of 1 Aug 1944 TF 2 (Col Cockefair) 
crossed the IF at 0500, lau."'lching an attack simul
taneously With TF 1 to secure the initial objective 
of the 4th inf Div which was east of ¥illedie~-Les
Poeles. However, enemy action succeeded in delayilg J 

the advance by mear-s of road blocks which were covere .l 
by AT guns. small arms fire, plus a very heavy- con ... 
centration of artill~ry fire. A few enemy tanks were{ 
dug in and used as ar:nared pill boxes. The enemy 
.PUt up a stubborn rear guard a~tion. ·Our units accoun
ted for a few enemr tanks and AT guns and were able f 
to inflict heavy casualt~es. However, the progress. 
made by our units was very slow. (Three of our tanks 
were !mocked out.) . 
As a result a new plan of attaclc was formul~ted. CCB ( 
was to bre~~ contact and move west with head of TF 2 
at bridge (390352- see overlay). TF 1 with CoD, ( 
E and A 36th AIR, from assembly area, would move via 
route sho\v.n on overlay to an objective at (435295). 
TF 2 (Col Cockefair with C & F co's 36th AIR) would 
maintain liaison with TF 1, moving their columns J 
over same route. 
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Date: 

8-2-44 

8-3-44 

8-4-44 

TF 1 made .;ood progress on this newl~- as;:;ien,ed 
mission. .:'~t 2225 T? 1 reported a column of veh
icles about two miles awa~.r from along its route, 
moving south about 20 t:.iles per hour. TF 1 was 
moving so fast the CC, CCE, could not report the 
location of hi~ leading ele~ents. 

At 02 58 TF 1 cau . .:::ht un \'lith the tail of the enemv 
armored coluro21. -There was much confusion. Several 
of the enem~r v-=~icl s were set afire but the main 
bod-: of the·· ene::!y force \Vas al)lc to get away. This 
action took place j~t sho~t of C0B's objective 
(La ~oncelliere,. T~ 1 coiled in the fields ·for 
the niJht. Enei:l~.- Ye::icles were hcc.rd oovin.; in 
fields a few h::t::ldred ~r!:ll'ds avJa•t. T!1crc was much 
active patrollL1g b•r bot'C. sides. The e~1e:w~.r b:!;S::t."l 
firin;.:; small ar~·!s tracer arzmni ~;ion a..."'!.d set fire 

· to sevsr::..l 4alf-tracks which li;·htc ~ up the countr~r
side. ~2he enem~r zeroed in v~i th ilis mortar and a 
close range firc'fight ensued. 3oon seven half 
tracks e.nd two If-4' s were ablaze. Our casualties 
were heav~. TF2 came ~o the assista..."l.ce of TF 1. 
The enemy pressed an attack and reinforced with 
tanks in strcncth and fought te!1aciousl;r for sev
eral hours; situation obscure. 

In the morning ccn resumed the attac!·: e.~;aim;;t the 
en'emy and occupied area as sho·;:::. on overlay. Hill 
32S was secured by the 2nd Bn, 8th !nf Rest of the 
4th Inf Div. 

CCB continued to hold until lato in the afternoon, 
at which time it disengaced and st~~rted adva:'lcing 
to,::arcl a new objective at Chercncc .lc .f\ousel. Upon 
r~aching Couves enemy resistance was e~countered 
and CCB went into assembl·r aree.. C~A re~ained on 
objective th:i:-o·~1.t;hcut d&::)r.'' 

Task Force T·wo of CCB,. of which :;;6th Hm (less 2nd 
and 3rd Bns) was part, left Couves at 1900 and mov~ 
to a point one mile soutl:. of G~1erence .le .~oussel. 
CCA re~naine:~ on objective for rest and ~ainteno..!lce. 
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Date: 

8-5-44 

8-6-44 

8-7-44 

Task ?orce ~wo of CCJ ~ttackcl at 0530 to secure 
brid.c;e-~l:;:; a<l at Chere)tce-Le-2ousse::.l an:5 at 07GC 
had e.cco::.:plished t~:lis mission. 

CCA o~. •;;::~?h 3rd :::1 ~:e..s par-::! moved ~~-~ 15CO to seize [ 
nev: o ;)J ec-cJ.ve at !h.':L.ront. .:.:.v 24C·J :: ;A, h~d r ene into I 
asse:!!~bly e2rea in vicinit;r o:t· Le Teilleul (6298). 

CCE moveci. to vici~itv of .Reffuveille fo"~"" rest and 
maintenance on this 8.fternoon. -

CCA. continued· to advance and b ·.; night had ele:..1ents 
in !~brieres le ' Grand a~d pat~ols near Barenton. 
RegL~ent (less 3rd. Bn) in rest area lines (061800) 
at Reffuveille. 

·Reet (less 3rd Bn), part of :J~B, ·was attachc:~d to 
30th Inf Div sometime in the mo:-ning. C8B was bromn 
down into 3 Tasks Forces, namel~.~; ·£:? 1, TF 2 and TF 3 I 
TF 1, which the 1st Bn 36th AIR w2s part (Col Roysdon 

.. comdg); T? 2 which the 2nd 3n 36th AIR was part with 
Col Cornog comdg; and T:&' 3 7!!1ich consisted of tanks, I 
no infantry and was coiill:!anded b Lt Col Hogan. 

The Regiment (less 3rd En) was in vicinity of Reffu-

1 
veille. L.a.te in the afternoon T::? 2 was ordered to 
move out b•r ( 2045 hours east via Reffuveulle-Ju-
vir;ny le ·rertre road and thence b~r using unimproved 
roaC.s north of main Juvigny le Terte-?;:ortain road · 
to attack, seize and se·.:·ure road betwesn Cherence
le-Roussel and Mortain. TF 1 was to move south of 
Cherence-le-Roussel, seize high 5rourid around town 

. which had. be en retaken the S:lllle mor::1ing b,_r the enem:y. 
TF 3 was to ·move just north of l!ortain ( ST Bartel!ny) 
seize road and seaure and defend position along road. 
TF 2 was broken down into 3 sub TF's e~ch consisting 
of one Inf Comnanv 36th AIR and l co tanks from 33rd 
AR. Sub TF l Under Lt Col Cocl~efair was to put in 
mine field and road block at 556159. }.11 three m b
TF's were to assenble just west of oojective for 
the night and attack early in the morning of the 8th. 
Sub TF 2 began moving about 2100. Hortheast of Juv
igny le Tertre enemy re.sistance \Vas met and Sub 'J;F l 
did not get road block in until morning of 8th. h.egt 
CP was established just west of Juvigny le Tertre. 
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8-:!.0-44 

8-11-44 

8-12·-44 

~o~d block was set 
0630 agains·~ he~.v·· 
to 119th In~ ~: ~ :·, t. 

at CSGC. 

enr:!:r~ mort:~.~, . . ··· :c.: ~ .. r-tiJ_lr:~··; _:"j.J:·r:. C .. b .j, .. c.!~:L,.re .:~e -~ 

rc:;;:ched. 

3""" nl, -.: 7 t 11 AT'=· ,~;], ''ll'l~ . .,.. c(TIJ. ;~1~J·or 11 /1'\ D., . ..,., _ . .• i ) _ .,) • ) . "' - -· ·· ;,;, y._ .~ '- ...,;.(;":;- .· ~· YJ;I l' \ .•. I,.. ••• .J.!.-

ev ::l,C1J.i:;,ted ::~r '' Japt T. G. 'l'ou.se. · ?.s s-..,_ .. : : d co. ":.:.na.'l'lcl 
of 3r< 3n. 

For.'!o::.rd ele~ents i·, 't~le •::.~~-~·: .. ::. t-~ o:Z · :~o~tr:.in with 
thE tau~ bei~~ in the h~~~ of t~e enere~. Fierce 
fi .:hti::.;.::, a .3.inst f:r::.G.t:'..c ·.1 res is""; ?..IlCe r1a~ encc·rt..."lT 
tere1. \.rtillcr-• ar.. r~. t!Orte.r f'ire ·:.'8.2 e::":;rc~e 1~~ 
!~ec..v··. Both Inf::.~ .: ·:;::· ·. m:d T·::.nl:s s~_,_:;,'.>rs<.l many 
co;.sr:.al ties. Col Cornos n.nd Lt Jol CockP-faiT we::-e 
tilled in action. 

Still attached to 119th In:? su-ppo:~ti:'l;-; their left 
flAnk o::? line nmnin: ~ f :;:o:.-. about 54 7158 to 54::162, 
I.lap france 1: 50, 000. ·· 

Lt Col ::utchi:1.son took ave:- Gc· :: .. :::> .... :d o:t' 2nd ~.n. 
Lt Col Lov lad~r assu~ed. co:-:::·";.n:.1_ of :c.:::' ·. :·arce 2. 
~h, enem.'· counter-at-:n.cked in .strcn:·t~l bu·; our 
lines h~ld and he was U..'"l.C~ble to -~ain g:::':Jill'l/! . • ar
tillery a."'itl mortar fire still hc:;.vy a.,;,d -- accurate. 
The Infantr-r contim~.ed to s;:.ffer he ·0vy cc.:~ual ties. 
Objective not reached. 
T:? 1 in vicini t~.r of T:es : :e:::::.:.il 'T:ove ;;out~ ( 528158). 

TF 2 still in sa::1e location Earth .=cl"' e-:J'ot'.Ilt::>.ine, 
ordered to or:;a.!1ize and defend :present position. 
'l·ittle change in situation save c::sual'!:ies were 
lighter than previous. 3rd Bn skill under C.C.A. 
south of Garnon (690795). 

Situation changed very little. Posi~ion org~~ized 
and beins held, Regiment (- 3rd :?·n) released :·rom 
30th Inf Div control at 15·:C. ?..€v8rted to C-:-!3 and 
Div control. Prepared to move south to join Div 
located South of Oisscau. Route followed south to 
Fortain-St Hilaire-du-Horcourt road; east to r:"ill~r 
to Notre D~e de Techet ro~d; south to Pougervilles 
du Ple :sis, east to Desert:.nes; :3outll:.aot to Garron; 
East to j-:.mctio~1. road Le Ecs-St •. ~2.rs-sur Calmant; 
Southeast to liis seau, reac : :in~ bi '.~ou.ac area at e. bout 

· C·3CC 1'5 Atuplst 1944. 
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D2..te: 

8-14-44 

Wi~1 Ra.n~s as o ~Jjective TP X Ci' C..CA (8:-iq.Gf:n 
. Hicl\~y com~r) of wz!ic:}. Jrd ~"\ 36th 1tr1:~ (Ct.t-:Pt' "J.'ouse? 
co~~r) ·,·:as a part, m!'l/~6. frail 1l~sern~;l1' :lre::. at 
0630 as per Fi9ld Order Fa 6, :-rq 3rd .:\r~6. Jiv, d2.to:~ 
12 Aug ,~4, noYed s ~uth o:1 route, cor.tj :r.;_e·~ 2.ttack I 
th:rott.s:hout the ~-a:r -!·iith li ~t~e. r<!c;;is·~-:mce du~L'1!j; 
early ""'·"r-~- of a-tac ··- bu+ ,.,., .... . ~ , ""C1" 0 "'"'" r1c· ... ~.,,st'"'nce ~1... ,. ~ V ,; ._ tJ t'f.t.\.1,. _ -~.:. - ..... ..: . • -.J.a4f':- .;_ - L,;.J. ... 

as t 11e·.· neared objec~ive. O"Jjectl7 e ~e..nes sec1..tred 
at 2030. 

T.P Y, :put of CCA ;·1hich i::,clucled 1st D!1 36th AIR, 
!:lov e d. over !Torth route, encounte:-ed stron~ resist:"'.nce 

1 
fran :::t..."lti-tank and !!l~~chine .~"'tlr.. fil~e in vicL:.i t;; of 
043914 ~bout 1130. Bv by-passing this rssistance 
TF Y reached 115955· b~r 2400. Both columns had con
tinuous air su;.nort during the da·r. Div ~e::;, com
manded 'by Lt C.ol Kin·=~ , of which 2nd 3n 36th AIR was 
part, re :· eived orders to move at 0950. TF 2, con
sistin,:: of one Co 36th AIR, one C.o of Tanks, one 
Co a :·? TD' s and one Co of En~:.neers, noved over :Harth 
~oute aml encountered he:'J.V'.r e!le:n-- re!>ist.<:> .. nce. TP "'( 
( CCA) h~d o~-:pa.sseC. same. · c ~~: ordGr:; ~~- to move and 

1 
secure o1:jectives Joue-du-2ois. TF 1 of C8B moved 
north. route to vicinity o:f Cou:92tr~in where it joine6. · 
at'tack a~;ainst enemy resistance encount :·;red by T? 2, 
Div Res. TF 1, Div. Res, of vThich 2nd Bn 36'th AIR I 
(- one Co) was a.part, moved south route to vicinity 
of Pre-En-Pail and attacked north to secure objective 
(070990). Objective not secured. b·r 24-CO. Objective [ 
Joue-Du-Rois-. i'lent into assenbl;.r area in vicinit·, oj 
Pre-En-Pail for ni~ht. 
60th Inf ReGt attached to Division at 1745. hours, 
jo~ned TF z, COB, in their location. 

TF X ( CCA) of which 3rd Bn 36th AIR was :part, ·re
mained on its objective (Ranes) throu.:;hout thE day 
in _face of heavy eneny opposition. A stronp; enemy 
counter-attack from North and South was repulsed; 
however, TF X was unable to extend north. TF Y, of 
which ls~ 3n 36th AIR was p~rt, attacked at 0630 
on ~·rest route to join TF X on objective (Ranes) but 
was delaved due to stubborn enem•r resis~ance in 
vicinity ' of Joue-Du-Rois (124040). 
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8-15-44· 

TF:·~ reir..force·i TPX a-t .tc.!'les arotmc. 170C af~er over
comin::; road block a.t roc. ·:. ju_~c~cion ( 1£~ ~015). 
,..., • • • .,.... ( m·:~ 1 ,. • ) •• • • h 2 ~ - - ,.th !.~::."..Vl.Sl.On .~. .... eserve .!..!.! "''"::!..n~ 0 ~ . ·;:.::::. .~ nc. .in .:>) 
.H?. ·,-.:as par~, continued attac:: at c:::o wi t}1 ~i ::::Jion 
of seizin~ objective (Jo"..l.e-du-'.:ois). '3t:-o,l ,:~ enc!!!.y 
:resistance ~.·1c.s e · ~. CO'Q."lte:r-e<l 9.nr.::. tl::e to ~'l ·ur;~s 0··
passecl to the east at 2100 to seize hig12. .~rotmd on 
north. .!~fte!' occ:1.pation of hip:h ::~rou:1d, to·:.n v:as 
to be cleareo.. CGE attacked at 06::;0 with :1oC. ·=· rate 
resist~c e; th.ro,.::,; :-:oui; the da,. end seized ohj: ctive 
(La ;.:otte ::1 ouq_uet) at 1700. ~:"Y. a."'ld J1i': :aes ·,·;ent 
into assembl·· area in vicini t~,. south of Joue-du-..l3ois 
for night around 2200. 

CCA attacked at 0730 along th· ~ Ranes--E'rom:=mtal 
highway. The comma."'ld had as an objective, Putanges. 
Considerable resistance was met consisting mainly 
of artillery and tanks. At the close of the period 
the Combat Command and Div Res were consolidated and 
d :-:fending the area of Ranes. Elenents of CCB crossed 
their LD at 1700. This combat cow~and was UL"'lc.ble to 
attack earlier because their In::antr·· had not been 
relieved b·r eler:1ents of the 60th Inf. Div Res Com
mand group a."'ld service trains coiled at about 190C. 
Considerable ene::n~.r opposition h[!.d been net during . 
the da:." but the morale and combat eff::.cienc:v of our 
troops were e~cellent. Col Louis l'. Leone assumed 
command of the Reci!:lent anli Lt Col H : ~tchinson re
~ed his duties as Executive Officer. 

The 3rd Dn 36th AIR reverted to Division aeserve at 
Ranes. Both Combat Commands at 0620 began an attack 
to seiz3 previousl~ assigned obj~ctives. Div Res 
prepared to follow either Combat Command on Division 
order. The Combat Commands advanced steadil~r against 
heavy resistance consisting of artillery, mortar fire 
and tanks. ~\t the close of the period C~A v:as fight
ing on the outskirts of Froment~l and maintaining con
tact there. CCE advanced steadil,,. a11d T:, 1 coiled in 
the vicinit" of Les Yveteau (075146) and T:5' 2 in the 
vicinit•r of Hill 231 (100115). 
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8-17-44 

8-18-44 

8-19-44 

The 1st :Sn 35th i:..I2 still in C ~:A. )he· 2!1J ::.n i:1 
CC:S and the 3rd i:: Di ~: ;~ e:, . ". t C83C .:;.j.:.;:. t ·iec1. to 
join CC.:.. 00 9-G to COO::..~t:.in::·.tG 311 T~ "';ac·: 0::. :'rone~t~-::.1 
but met heav~.]' re niste?.nc<:> a.'rl.d '-''~s u.~u~. ~~· le to do ~a. 
cc_;;, 1?.-..mche <i an attac~:: on j'ros·=::te:"..l .:-.t l~CO e;r.~. b~r 
170C had occupied the to·;.rr.. e::cept for S"C~:r~tc:red re
sista.nce r:rc1;:r~s in the ~·:estern nart • . '..t 1700 the 
town rms hegvil~r bor:bed b-· frien:ll'r "?.ircraft (~'-38's) 
and in tb: resul tinr-: conf·J.sion the enen•r reoccu-pie f.' 
the center a.'1·:l more o! the .,.,.estern section of the 
town. Casualties resultin;:; \"Jere heav•• for us a:1d at 
the . close of the neriod CCA had t;.) be .:on tent •::i tl1. 
occ1.::oanc~r of but the e::•.stern Da:-t of ?r::-ment2.l. The 
2nd Bn 60th Inf a.'rl.d a 1~edium 1an1: Go were d~tached 
from Div Res a:'l.d sent to CCA. At 2030 8CB ::net he2.~1;r j 
resistance but advanced stee.dil~.r r..cvertheless. :!)iv J. 3 
moved north at 1705 to new asse!!!.bl-- area (099145). 
Shell fire fell around the area ~'1c se0.ned to come I 

r 

from the northwest. Plc.ns :m.d. reconn:.:-.ir;ssncc vrere 
made fa:- occupation of the objective. 

At ClOO Capt lia:·m, 32nd .A_-q, was scr:.t ·;:it.: '. .~ force 
to :9rotect our rear, while 8 .~. -pt :r C- Tou.se~r, y _; th 
AIR, tool:: ~- force to protect m.u- ri ·':'ht ::.·l::ml::. :.;ach 
of these forces cons:Lsted of a Ta.'1": Co :m:: ~n .\.r:1d 
Ini~,.l+~· Co At c6~o q ~a ·~c" -~~e un of 0 ' ry ~~~d - ........ -..J- .. • -~ ~ ..I ' .:. ~ - .. , ' &. ..., . \..4 • _J ..; • ..... ...,.,_J..,. ·''R ..,.,,, ,...,o H "io~th AI"? ~·...,;lo-.. ·t-]·o co .... .,.._.,..,.,cl " ·:" :·., ior 
:_-- • t;.--\..1. v - -·, iwf...J., •. .....,,. V---" ··:"' •• ,. ~- · •·· 1 , 

DF.tl.l~r, v:cs sent tc :::l.OlJ up £: ?OC ::r.:t 1.n tDe o.rec. of 
Trie.ze Saints-3atill~r. 'fP- fb.il·.· ;..1;.9 .?.1 ~-~o to co:::tact 
TF Ho ·p.n. T:' .ri;::.il~.r m(':t mode:-:,te resi:.: &"1.Cc 8.n;3. it 
was re ' nforced. ·with a lir :.:t t~1~.·: ;::a, ~- : edhu:t ·.::~1~\: 
platoon :;;nd a Co of In:t'"'n tr-. C ·:~er:J.tio!'ls \'!ere 
successful and tile ~ask Force coiled for the night. 
CCA comnleted the occun2.tion of 2ro:-,ent<:~: .. and CC3 
secured. its objective south of :'0.lt '~ .:1.ges du.rinz the 
da·r. 

DiY Res conpleted I~op::>in :-::; up the :::.r<:2. of ~rieze
Saints-:2atill,r b-;r 10~0 and moved 'b · c·: to. asse:::bl~· 
area. at coordinates ( 101149). :t:o:- ·2.n.i "':ation 
and maintenance were ste.rte(l,. Maint~;nrmce ~·:as 
bP.dl~· n~edcd dne to the contim1ous Ove::-ations "o-.r 
all unit :,~ of the Re :i::1ent. 
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8-20-44 

8-21-44 

8-22-44 

8,..23-44 

8-24-44 

~~u.intena"!ce and c.:-.rc and c~.e3.l~in ~· ac ·ci7i ty continued. 
throueh the day. 3rig \Zen L:-.-.::.ric ~ 2:o ::~ e, CG, 3rd .A...-md 
Div presented a.nards to e:;:::icers a.."ld. e1'!liste~l. men of 
the ..;.\egiment. The Division was Teor .:a:-.ized vri th 
troops as ·.:igned as fol::..ows: 

CC"A" under coinEa.nd of Brig Gen Hickey was made up of 
tfl.e 32nd Ail (less 2nd Bn) ; 1st :>n ~6th .AI:~;. Co A 23 rd 
Engs; Co A 703rd ~D ~n; Co A 45th ~ed Bn; o7th AFA 
Bn; 54th AFA Bn; and a Det of ;:,::aint Jn. 

cc 11 B11 COllli:landed by Col T. E. 3ou.dinot consisted of 
the 33rd AR (less 3rd Bn); 2nci Bn 36th AIR; CoD 23rd 
Eng; Co B 7t:l3rd TD Bn; Co B 45th 1.~ed 3n; 39lst AP.A. 
Bn; 87th AFA 3n; and a Det of 1~aint Bn. . 

Division Reserve , with Col Leone co~ro1din~, was mm
posed of the 36th AIR (less lst and 3rd BnsJ; 2nd Bn 
32n~ P~; 3rd Bn 33rd AR; 703rd TD Bn (less ! ~~d B 
cos); 23rd Engr Bn (less A and D Cos); Co C 45th Ued 
Bn; th~ 99lst AFA Bn; th:J 183rd FA Bn (155-m.m. Ho"!) 
and a Bet of Maint Bn. 

Division Reserve still in rest area a\'Iai ting ordr;rs 
to make administrative march to new area. Co:sposi t:i on 
of troops issued 20 Aug 44 remained unchanged. Care 
and cleaning, maintenance and reorganization continued. 
Morale was high anci combat efficieny excellent. 

Division Reserve departed ~ssemply area for march 
to new area at 1457 hours. Unit was still marching 
at the close of the period. The column progressed 
nicely despite Casual vehicles using the same routes 
which created some delay. 

Division Reserve closed in new assembly area (Cour
ville-Sur-Eure 1:50,000 - 195132) at 0415 hours. 
Remainder of the period was spent in care and clean-
ing of equipment. · 

Division Reserve still in asse~bly area south and 
in the vicinity of Chatteaux. Departe~ for new 
assembly position at 1615 hours. The column was 
still marching as the period closed. 
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8-25-44 

8-27-44 

Div Res closed into z.ssembly £>..re ~ ·- ·,·;it~,_ Eeadq_uartcrs 
located at 055060. T? Ro•.rsdon (' -Yld En 36th ·E::l, 1 
·:rank Bn of 33rd ~m ."'..:nd 1 Rcn Co of ·~;~ ·~ 83rd :len Tin) 
was alerted. to eros s tl~e S eir..e ~:U ver at "'ill•t >"lith 
the I:lission of assistin-:: the 22nd Inf ·qc::; to secure 
~,oret de Senart. ':' : . ..' :ao:~. ~don move :l o.t 163C a:-:d 
crossed at 1815, t:.;.en coiled for t~:s ni ~ht. :::l::.e 
rer.!~inC.er of the :Ji vision moved to the .'.'est b~ .nk of 
the Jeine ' to cross ':1ehind :_;~, -~o-"s~:. on. 'rhe 23:-d 
Eng 0n ~e ·~an another brid:;e :lcrof: :z tl~ ·= r1-:er Clt 2345 
at p;:.,int 17CC88. 

Both CC .L ::-,nd GC"'3 atto.cked. at l~-0C: the attack ':Jein-:: 
de laved. ons hour 1:>!- cs.use o::-:· elL :~icult t~:,r .:J.in. The 
83rd .. ?..en 3n preceed<;d the Division by one hour. Div 
Res left its o.sser:J.'cl1r area at 1300 and. completed 
crossing the river b~,.. 1900. Reserve sti:!.l mo·.ring 
in zone of .CCB at the close of ths p~riod. 

CCA attacked at 0805 with Soissonc 2.s its objective, 
while CC3 at-tacked at 070C •.vi th ~ontarc;.r as its ob
jective. DiY Res was ordere: to moYe for'.":ard at 
1300 in the :)ivision -one. ~hi~ :nove was nade in I 
two columns with the objecti~!es a::;si:~1~::d as ·Hill 175 
( 52649C). i:a jar R T Dunn col!'.:.."l.c.n(lecl T::'I' X and this 
Task 'l<'orc<=> cc,,s.· ..,.;-c.::~ of '%;,..,, ·;n ·.~ -·;·!-..,., '' 7 -;: (- Co ('! ) • I - .... • J..- .1..'-' ..., ;.J. _,_- -- ,.,/ ' ·J.!.k ....... .... \J' ' 

1 1'-ed Ta...'Ylk Go of tl1e ;i3rd. .\J.l. m1d :Jnt2.c~!~~11ts of J.7edi 3 
and r:.ainte:a.::::.nce. T.? Y r:as co~:-::.:~:c: ·: ~) 'iyr 1t Col ::~o ;o.:1 
and consiste i. o:C 3r~ Bn 3::·r::'. ~\.-:-:. (- Ol'~e Co . a.nil .. nc pl,t) 
3rd .Bn 4 7tl: Inf an ·.: 703rd ·::D :2.n (- :Jos _• ... :m<~ :B). ~he 
objective w2.s secu::-ed b~r 2~311- a:l -~ -";::e reserYe v:2.s or 
dered to re!:.::;.in there t~:!r ·:'t:v:o:l•out t:~~ :1L·llt. cc:_·~ en
cou...."'!tered heavy rssist.s.nca i.::: tll.:-: ~,i:in:.t·• of Cou.lo-:J 
miers (590328) hnt ::ontinucd to --/ .Y:-.:1.ce :·nd crossed 
-tl1e :~£'~me J.i ver at 150C• llou::.~n. :;:-- 1:335 ·:;h· .:;o::t'7!e.nd 
h~d sectl-"'r. th~· · t,., ... , oi- r. ~ ','· · -.~.. ·:-r. -O' '"' Jou-:.·.~i,,.,. f.''~d 

- · --"""' .... "' · ·-· -.:.lo - . _,.., ·· ·J4 •-' • ---- _,fJ. ... 

coiled in that vicinit7 for t~ ~ ni ~t. 

C0E a.t·~acl:ed. East and North i:1. t-::o colu..--;;~:s and b~· 
lnOO the", ·too, had cro~:Je·o t~:~?. :.:>.:·:~e. J·· 1945 the ., __ J·l 
command had taken 1~eau..""C b"TT an ::>.tt~c~-:: from the .:·est 
h[.td secured bridges south of ::e8.~~. 
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• $pta1'htad :Doughbo11s· 
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Date: 

8-28-44 

8-29-44 

8-30-44 

8-31-44 

9-1-44 

CCA advanced in t· ·:o colum..."'ls th:-ou.;h to its objective 
at Pontarcy. At 1300 the co; · and ·.'!as ordcreC!. to se:n.d 
a force J.;o secure Chateau-':::hierr". A :::econ Co, :rank 
Co, Inf Co and a Plat of TD's were ser-~ on this mission 
which nroved successful near the close of thia oeriod. 
At 1530 TFY of the Div 3.es m?..de un of · t·,;o nl8.t:=. of 
Ir.ed Tanks and on'~ plat of lic._:ht tanks, on·::- pL:t of '.r::::>•s 
and a Bn of motorized Inf were attached to CGA. B~r 
2030 CCB had reached. Scissons and CCA was just sh.ort 
of Pontarcy. 

From 0001 and until.'l200 units co:n.sol:!..dated and 
strengthened positions previousl·~ taken. ~J" "Y relieved 
from CCA at 1226 joined Div Res. Both Combat Commands 
ana Div Res were ordered at 1500 to secure hi;_;h erou..""li 
alqng the line S-760980, N-830031, ~T-880050 and U-965063. 
This advance was successfullv completed and the l70u.nd 
was occuyied. · 

All u:.-:i te of the Division attacken to e:{p::md brid .~e
head across the Aisne river, previ :Jusl·r made bv· CCB. 
Div Res crossed the LD at 110C and was on assigned 
objective by 2000 aftar encountering onl~ sli;ht 
resistance. Other units had previousl·· reached their 
objective. 

Division Reserve moved at 1000 hou=-s to secure Nou
vion. Enroute moderate enern·r resistc:mce WC!.S e!'l.cou.nt
ered, but the advC!.nce continue1 s~tisf~c~oril~ t~rouen 
the day. Route and mission was ch:ms'=~l at 1620 and 
the new mission was to secure Herson. \t the close 
of this period, :;)iv aes was lTorth a."l.d in the vicinity 
of Rubigny. 

Field Order No 12, 3rd Armd Div, was put into effect 
at 0700. Div Res (Col Leone comd~) nade stead." ac:
vancement throu;h the dav, bu·:~ were hel~ u:p te:.rpora:-
ily by a destro:red bridge. .~. brid6eheB.d ·was secured, 
however, and late in the day a bridge was constructed 
at 385483. At the close of the nariod Div Res had 
its leading elements in Herson at 385530. 
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D~te: 

9-2-44 

CCA wi ·.:h the 1st 3n 36th AIR as ::~art , c::.dva'1.c; (~ from 
Rozoy to vicini t;r of Landcus ~-· ~-;~ere ~ blorm bridge 
and resistance with e.rti1:-:_ :"J_·-·, r.:ortar, nebel•:!er:.::·er 
and s:nall arms fire n -:?.d? a river cro3sin:::: ·:!ecessar•t. 
The destro•.red. bridc e \"TO.S put into s:12.pe f'Jr ~- crossine: 
b•.r the engineers, e.:.1·:1 the c.dv2.nce res·::.:::ed to ,· .. ve::mes ( 
where the com.~and hnlted for th:: ni::;:~t. 

The advance of the 1st Dn ( C'JA) contir.· ..... e il tl11·our;h to I 
L~aubeuge where Frencl1 civiliano sho•;,rel the we.y over 
the river to avoid the brid c;e deotro~;ed o~;- tl1e ·3-er:"'le.n.s 
to a position just south o:r.· Nons. Here our forces were 

1 
confronted '.'.'i th enen•.r reargu.ard action of AT GUllS e:1d 
Inf. This unit was the first part of the Div to c··oss 
the Bel,:ium border. (Note) CG3 also makes this claim. 
To avoid friction the writer is willi.."'l::: to concede it j 
to both Combat Commands without :prejudice. B'r 1700 2 
Sept 44 the leading elements of· the co~and had reached 
and sent patrols through Mons. The balance of the da;;l 
and night was spent in establishing ro ·cd blocks and 
patrols thTough the Uons area. 

At 1445 the leading elements ofT~ 1 (CCB) cro$sed thEI 
Belgium borden, the first troops of ·;7orld ·.var II to 
advance on to Belgium soil. Near Aloguies Cheusse, an 
enem~r cavalry column car.::.e out of a side road and tu:r:nE ll 
south, meeting the leading ele~ents of CCB's column 
head on. Every German was either killed or captured. 
,Entering the outsk:' rt~ of Mons, TF 1 found -that the· 
Belgians had been waging war with the Ger:1ans for t·,'Jo 
days within the town. The to7:n was. b·--passed to the 
west and southwest, where the·~· set u:p road blocks. 

Div Res encountered noderate resistc...'1.ce during th;; da) 
and knocked -out 10 enen:.y tanks. Lt Col Hutcheson as:md 
command vice Col Leone relieved. Lt Col Hutcheson asm{ 
comnand of Div Res as well as the 36th Airt. 

Note: (For an .~d Div the bag of prisoners was tre-
mendous. T~~oughout the ni~ht, u_~its _continued to { 
round up smcl.l enemv groups. A tank plat from Hqs of 
QCB was dispatched to the west of Mons in position just 
south of Mons, accounted for 35 enem~.r destroyed and r 
within a space o:f a few hours had tal:en 85 prisoners. 
B:r the nig·ht of 2 Sept 44 TF 1 had appro:dnately 700 
·pw•a, TF 2 had 600 and had sent another 300 PW's to 
the rear the d~y before. 
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Date: 

Q-3-44 

CCB had taken 200 prisoners. It ·:1as necessc:;r to call 
on the .Belgium White Army ( an u..""tJ.derg:!'ound o:r;;c:.."lizati on ) 
to furnish additional guards for the .Jivision:J.l ? ','i 

· inclosure until the Division r .l'' s arrived.. A German 
Colonel and his staff were captured and ::.lthough the 
Colonel was arrogant ~"ld very displeased over his 
having been CQptured, he nevertheless expressed gr0at 
relief at having been rescued from what he termed 
the "Belgia."l'l Terrorists." 

BELGI1f~ 

Field Order No 13 was received in the early morning 
and listed troops as follows: 

CCA: 67th FA Bn; 54th FA Bn; 1st Bn 36th .~R; 32nd 
~ta less 2nd Bn; Co A 703rd TD Bn; Co C 23rd Eno~ Bn; 
Co A 45th ~ed Bn and Det Maint Jn. 

CCB: 33rd .:\.R less 3rd Bn; 2nd Bn 36th AIR; 39lst FA 
Bn; 58th F~ 3n; Co B 703rd TD Bn; Co B 23rd Eng Bn; 
Co B 45th ~ed Bn and ~et ~aint Bn. 

~ Div Res: 36th AIR less 1st and 2nd Bns; 2nd Bn 32nd~ ,~ 
AR; 3rd Bn 33rd AR; lst Bn Is~ I...z£ i.,_,~ /03rd TD Bn ~ 
less A and B cos; Co C 45th med En; 23rd Eng Bn less ~l 
B and C cos, and Det of Maint Bn. ~ 

CCB unable to get supplies (the lines being -stretched ~ 
to the brea.~ing point) remained on objective ~~til re- ~ 
lieved b·, units of the 1st Inf Div. \~ 

CCA encountered enemy groups tryine to move ~orth ani 
east through their established road blocks. ~any 
enemy vehicles were knocked out, including tanks and 
trucks. At this stage the enemy appeared generall: 
disorganized with little or no kno~ledge of the posi
tion of our troops. In two days in the area, the 
Command took 3500 pri~oners, u1cluding 3 general 
officers. 
Division Reserve was closed in asse~oly area at 0300 
at 341054. About 20 minutes later the assembly area 
was attacked by three eneny tanks and 15 dis~ounted 
Infantro~. Two tanl{S were knocked out and on~ aban
doned. The enemy suffered ei[Sht killed, while our 
losses vrere one killed and two wounded. The Reserve 
sent out mopping up parties during the day and prisoners 
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Date: 

9-4-44 

9-5-44 

9-6-44 

2-n::"l.. supplies were ta.'-cc·:1. l\oc.d. blocl:s ·::c::c nos ted. a.'l'ld 
0,1~ a.~cfei..,sl.·v,. po"'l.'t-lon·" "'"'r" s ..... .,..e .. ..,,.,.-'-1-'"''''··-d ·cal~"' J .........., - \.J 0 - -- ••- ..... '-- __ ,_~...,--\,;. _ ..,_ ' v• • 
Rosenberger joined and assumed cour:-.s-~1·~ of the 3otli 
.AIR and :Jiv ... {eserve, arriving b·.~ li~ison pl:;_11e as 
no r·.mtes w;;re open to our posi tiona. ( 

Division Reserve a-tt:.:cl::ed over ~S3i::;ned route (::oute 
No 2). C·:JA contin:1.ed to hold it;;; position until ( 
relieved b-- tr..e l::ot Inf :Div. : .. t noon tl::} CO!:unan.d 
moved out v:i t~1 t:.:.e obj(;ctive of reaching Charl·.;roi, 
a.'1.:2 l·.~tc in t:.;.c cv·ani:l£ bivouaced fo::- the nL:;ht on 
the cast side of the cit··. C!ll'' lir·ht on'!"oci tion 
was met ililrirl.g the driy.. ·· - · 

G·..;:s e:..:..c~n.mtcred little or no reoist~·.::..ce ~:."'l.d the CG·, 
3rd ;:..rmd :Jiv ord.:;red the Co!:'!m.::.J."l.d to c ·.-n-~Lltl8 o:::.. to 
l!CJ::.ur ir!ztead. o~ the li!:.;.itcd objecticr...:, C:la~~lcroi • 
.l~.r~:i. ying at tlle :,_eus : river, tllJ·· ::'o-:.,md ·";iJ.c bric.c;c 
ha.Q nee~ destroyed. 

:D .. Y:i.s:i.on Rese::-vc l•.;ft a.s::;e::-Jbl:.~ 2.Tca c.t lC:-CC <::.~'-:. :. co~;.- I 
'Gil1'.'.c:J. towc.rdc ::.il'c..:J•.:..":.~. ::Jet:: Co:o.'.)c.-~ 'Jom::1r'nt-=.:', C8L 2-:.'ld. 
CJ~.:, l1s.d attac1-::ecl :-.t 0630 avid rc~~c1~~~:J. ·~;"·~ ci::."' o~jecti~- a 
~.~ftcr overcom:i.n~ s0vcrr'.l emcm•r -ooc:'::ets. a:: .. '~ occuni~cl 
+·11e ~ TOT"th.-·r,l p·.,··"'~ (· ·:"' -~ ~_ ....... u,.. ,.._.~!'1.; -lr· f":""~ ··-;., .. ~ · ~a,··J-'!.,::::'\~.,; I ..,_ ·•• _ - ___ _.., J~ .... .._ __ , ,, -- .J-J . J •·-•- ~ l..lu--'='-•• 

I'art. Our col't1r...:1: ',il':l'·.::: c0nst8.!1tl~· covcr:;<l by :::~ir 
~.;:rrm~/·tout th~ do.~·. rrisoners contLw.ed to be cc:_-)·:;1.U''.)C~ 

l.·.,., 1-~~~'·c·· n·:·""be""S · ~~1 .. ' .. :,_,s .. ,, .• ,r .. · clo~·'c~ l.·,.,. l.. ·'-- ~ss-=-;;,blv I ~.1. t.. .. _ ....., - ~ - • ~. ..... . .. ..., ..... - \_.. ..., - ~ -- v ..:> - - ..... •.1 

are~ 'Jef'ore the close of t:~c IH.;;rio(:. 

The c:.c.lv:~tncc o:..: C:: ~\. Ylc .. u Ca. .:1:·.~ .. :: . ..:~~ s_li .-.:.)l·~l~r, OJ.lrl tl1c 
Col.:lill..'\lld e.il not movs ou-'..; Ul1til 150!" :1.01.1.:~·::. ( 'JG::l 
follo• ·i .d this colua1"1 \oi th misr;io::. c:? r.;ec·x:-i:1_.' 
y:est o:? LieGe). C81 ~'.-:'v.:mc~:cl as f·r · .. ~: ·:..r..thsit, 
c:1COtt':.:.t:::rin.s~ :\T o-onosition i:1 ~~l1e: y::_:-;.;_:·.i·';:r of ·.:·a:··;th
ChD.usee. A.t 1140- c.:m rocei ve:<l order::; to l2:U:1Cll :.m 
.-.+"·"'c1 - on Ll." e,.,.e 'f''ljl TTo .. , ... ,..., .,'1·..,.,. • .,..a..~:"'c 11·-.r' +o ~r·-:-j· to 
~"'"'~ ~ b • -- ... v"""""" ... ,.._ .. ) c:. .. v.w. --'-4 v J.J .. 

su:;plctlent TP 2 at-'.;ach"d. to tlL• g·ch Inf :Jiv. ~:1e com
po8ition of this TJ n~s as fol:ous: 

TF :logan (Lt Col ::og:m comd::;) 
3rcl :3n 33rd · . .rr.1d .c1egt 
1st :Sn 36th ·r!::.d Inf nect 
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Do.te: 

S-7-44 

9-C-44 

9-9-44 

9-10-44 

9-11-44 

9-12-44 

Ittac~ ~as co~ti~~ed Q~~inst 
:D i vi~ :. o : ~_ Re: .J c :.":V<: i .. ~ .: t?.c : _ ~ .1 c.11<l 
b·· the close of tl1c l1 .:. :r.Lod. 

L~od :.: r'~~· :; : · = r ~sis·~ ~"'.::.~ce. 
OC~lpiG~ it8 c j j C~lVC 
C~ wa~ set ~P at Jort 

:2-o .-C. 'bl ·Jc :·: ' :. ':Terr:: sot ll __ . at ::::.11 c::-:. ': i ·::: ··.l poi:::~;s and 
ro .,.·c'J. blo'"·1-· ·:·o .)- "'t Ltla-:-;·JS '-"'0'"' 1 :-e'~ ·o,··- '""~·r '"·" '"' '·•e··•·r ~. ~·- ..... - ~~ ~ • ,;'- - _ ...,..~ -~ \,4 .. .... · ' ..:;, .... ~ ....... __ '""'-~ · ·-) 

t :~.ll.:.>:B an:.~ l::.l ·~d :1-."l.Ct ;·:otm ... ec.:. an ~_-...n_.:::.:o ... ~l r..1.1.1::b :~·r of 
e::1e~y. C"').r force suffcre .:. o:::c :::1.. ·:: ·::o-,t.ld:: ~ .• ~::.:_ 
and CG3 :.:e!lt st::or..;.:; p:.::.t::·ols into -to,.o!t aAd. ·;:1ey "1et 
onl~.r scat ·~ered :;.~esi:Jt8.n.cc. Licg!~ \T;.s cle~:~~d o:· 181C 
a.."l.d 2-t the close of the · .P~Jriod all t"'-l"'.i ts ;.7~-:::-c :'(.;::-~ ~--:, 
to move forward again. 

Combat Com:-;:c.nds c.tt;:.ckecl d'..u~in ·: ; tho~ mornin:; tor1a.rds 
Verviers. DivL;ion Reserve Ecvcd :-.t lSOO 2-gainst 
little res is ·;ance. The Reserve \Ye~t into ['..:JSe ·~l-::,ly 
are2. in vici:1i t·.r of :tom::::e~ neo.r tl1c close of the 
psriod. 

Bridge; reconn['.is;;anco::: v:o.s 121ad.e fo::: crossin:_~ OY:)r the 
I.:euse :md as soon as CC:J !12.d cles.rcd tl:e east bro1k 
the Meuse -r:as crossed in :::..orce anc~ (;CA ooved to the 
vicinity oi Herve. The 105 Pa."lzer .Jrigade was e!l
cou."'ltered and sev-eral tc:n~~s Cl.estroyed. :Positions 
were tal-~en up in the Trici ·.:it~y of :!:lisen a.."ld Verviers. 

Division ~cserve continued from it's c.sse=.bly area 
and moved into a. new nosi tion '3outl1'::e::::t of Verviers 
acout 2100. Ro~d blocks werG set up by the 703rd 
TD Bn and 3rd Bn 33rd AR. 

l!oppin:; up operations ner~ conducted b~r all Com:::cm.ds 
in th!:: "'ricini t~.· of Vcrvicrs, and reconna.issance of 
the first line of the 3icgfried Line was made. On 
thio dco.td, the CG, 3rd AD, directed that CJJ con·~inue 
its attack at 06GO, objective Zupen: Di·:;ision obj ::- ctive : 
Eschweiller. 

Division Reserve CJ? set uu .Jouthnest of '2upen at close 
of period~ Little f':nerr.y r(:: sisto.l1Cl~ wus aet b3r any 
units. 

Division Reserve ooved into a :new a::: ·:: embl·~ are2. on 
the southwest side of Eupen. On this dat·e the first 
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Date: 

9-13-44 

9-14-44 

troo::gs of the Division croGscd on to Gcr:::~ soil. 
Road blocks were establis:i.1cd in the area and a ::gatro 

1
r 

v•Tas sent to Limbourg. Th::: p;;;.trol r~!)orted mines a.l'ld. 
a bridge out. Follo·::inc troops werG now in Division 

· Reserve: 3rd Jn 36th AIR (leo a G co); 3::d 3n 32nd .'\R I 
3rd 3n 33rd .A.:."1; 7a3rd '.i:D 3n (::1:::..nus C03 A:.: B)· 1st 
Bn 26th Inf; 23rd ."'.rmd En6 :!Jn 'less cos B .&: C~; ... Co C 
45th11ed Bn; Co A ~-a.int :3n. Service '1rai!!s ai!d .tt.egt 
Hqs 36th AI:.=t were also in this group. 

· G:SRLI.:U-TY 

The lst · Bn 26th Inf were sent to CCA ~t 0800 hours. I 
The remainder of the reserve spent the morning clean
ing equipment and doing badly needed maintenance. 
Plans and reconnaissance were made of a new asse:.::.bl:yl 
position. Div Res changed assc:::n.bl,, positions commer .. -
cing at 1800 to a position about a mile east of Raeran. 
3rd Bn· 36th .~R (less G Co) had previously reverted., 
to CCB at 1450 hours. · . 
The first line was breached by ·combined efforts of 
our Infantr;-:T, engineers and ta.I'lJcs. Heavy small arm~ I 
fire from the bunkers and intense mortar fire .. from 
positions behind, backed up with a.l'lti-tank fire _ 
from mobile guns behind the bunkers made the cross
ing of the Dragon Teeth obstacles and reduction of 
the necessary nt-:.mber of bunkers ver:r difficult. 
3r'i ':>n 33rd AR reverted to CCA at 2100 hours • . [ 
There was no activity on any of the road blocks dur
ing the night. 3rd Bn 33rd ~·1.?. de::garted for CCA at I 
0650. Both Combat Commands attacked at 0800 as 
per division order. CCA met strons r2sistru1ce but 
advanced slowly. TF Lovelady and T2 King of ~~F 

· were advancing well at 1100. · :n!aj orGcorge Mills I 
assumed command of TF King when Lt Col was evacuatec 
about 1200 ' hours. TF Mills and T? Blanchard were 
both held up by blown bridges during the. afternoon I 
and coiled about 1800. TF Darn made a rapid advan~ 
during the afternoon and coiled at coo~dLl'lates 895435 
at 1800. TF Lovelady · continued to advance during 

1 the afternoon ~~d coiled at 955390 ~bout 1800 hours. 
Div Res (TF Hoga.l1) protected the left flaP~ of the 
Division and continued to hold road blocks in the 
vicinity of 833314. 

-37-



THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• $ptarhtad 0ollghboys• 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

9-15-44 

9-16-44 

Col Rosenberger was called to D~vi~io~ at 074C. 
Reserve w~s c.lerted at 10 .~ :) hcu.rs fa::.· 2. :uove to a 
new asser.lbl~r · position. 1st :n of ~6th In::- l1o·;:,r a pa...-rt 
of T] Hogan. Reserve startsd to move to new ~r~a at 
1415 through Raera.r:. to sou:th..,.rest of Ko:·nelir:n.A .... "lster 
and closed there o.t 1915 hours. :leserve nov::d c.e;ein 
at 1945 hours for still another erea juGt nor~beast 
of Dorff. I.:ission of Rese'!'ve is to esta"ulish road 
blocks in front of Division CP an~ to close the gap 
betwe~n the Ccmb~t Comman-=.s. Seri -:. s o:? 12 roo.d 
bloc!cs were established a.:::.d we:~e r.:?.IElcd by 1::;' :logc:n 
and the 703rd TD' s. C:P at 915392. ::..'luring the d:::.~~, 
TF Darn (1st Bn 36tb. AIR being a part) and T? Lovelady 
(2nd Bn 36th AIR a. part) breached the t:KI.in defenses 
of the Siegfried LL1e and had estc .. blished conoiderc.ble 
bridgeheads by the close of the perioa. 

Road bl· ... cks were co:.:pl '~ ted b·r o;;c ~ : and there wo.s no 
activity there dur.; nc the cl:::.ri-: ·ho~:r :: of the morr..ifu.3• 
During the morning, the 83rd Rcn :Sn, operatin;; Uorth 
of Dorff toward Bucbc:.ch \'l::lS assisted b·r a. Road Block 
of the 703rd TDs with t.irec~ fir ·~ ~\;-alist a pillbox. 
po, ~iv Res, called a unit co~~anders meeting :lt 
1300 hours. TF Ad·~s (~aj Adams, CO, 1st Bn 26th 
In£') was ferried wi~:;h the mission of clearing the 
town of Busba.ch and advancing to the second barrier 
of the Siegfried Line just .i:Jortl:. of the town. TF 
Adams consisted of 1st Bn, 26th Inf, Co G 33rd AR, 
a platoon of TD's and Engineers on co.ll. The 54th 
FA En furnished FO's and LO's. The T~ attacked at 
1520 and by 1830 had adv~:ced to the nain CR north 
of the town. Ene~v resista~ce at first consisted of 
mortar and small arms fire, but later a tank was 
lost to AT fire. Our c:lsualties were light and about 
50 prisoners were tal::en. TF Adams coiled for the · 
night in and around 3usbach and sent putrols to re
cor~oiter the Dragon Teeth defenses to the front. TF 
~~ was contacted at 21GO and told to report his 
exact front line positions and not to move after 
170600~ At 2115, all units in the Reserve were no
tified that at 170300 the time would revert to 170200 
and become "A" instead of "B". During the dey both 
Combat Commands pushed infantry attac:cs against very 
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heavy resistance. 

At 0330. S-3 of the 1st ' ~n 26tl: Inf, gave a detailed. 
report as to his u..~it's location and ~ctivities dur
ing the nicht ~ Roc..d ~neck~ all repc:--;;ed no activity 
during the. nieht. T:5' Adams re cei veu sracll aro:.:; and 
.A.T fire durin,; the morning. Doth Combat Com.."nands 
r~c"i vee. ai!' support du::-ing the warning, The re- ·· 
mainder of the Div .i:t.es was alerted at 1200 for poss
ible employment GO the· left of Busbach where the 
16th Inf was receiving a cou..VJ.tcr-a"';;tacl~. At 1300 
Lt Col Hog~ reported for al~rt inst~uctions. ne 
was told to reconnoiter for a route to a point 4 
kilometers east of 3ucbach. At this ti~e, CCB was I 
receiving a ver7 heavy counter-a:~tac:: in tht.; vicinity 
of Mausbach. l.iajor Pike of 2)rd ·.~ne:r Bn reported at 
1345 and was ordered to take over the ro~d blocks 
that had been manned by 3rd Bn 33rd :ffi, as this latte [· 
unit was assembled in the vicinity of··norff and held 
1n readiness. Co C 26th Inf reverted to CCB and 'Nas 
ordered to move to the vicinity of Mausbach to make . I 
a limited objective attack to relieve the pres!'Jure 
on TF Lovelady. This move r:as !:lade b ·• truck at 1700. 
Col Rosenbe::::-ger and Lt Col !logan attended a conferenc-i 
at Division CP in regard to an atte..c!~ ·by TF liogan I 
towards ~i.ausbach with the hizh ground around Duf:t"ente.L' 
as his objec-tive. :~he ':'"? was to consist of 3rd Bn 33rd. 
AR fless G co) and 1st Bn 26th Inf. 2nd Bn 36th A~ [ 
suffer :.:· d very heavy casual ties dt1ring the enemy count L!·. 
attack on CCB b·r enemv tanks a.~d i::fantrr . Cos D & E 
were particularly hard hit but it is believea that 
some men from Co E were cut off ah:i captured. 

TF Hogan was alerted and reverted to Division controJ 
at 0700. The security of Zusbaci1 v;as taken over b~r l 
the 85rd 1iecn 13n (minus 2 cos) wi t~1 ~i -v Res support
ing them. Lt Col Yeomans, CO, ·a3rd ~len., reported 
to CF Div Res., to coordinate tha d .::::.'ense of ~.:iusbadl 
with the road bJ.ocl:s ril~intained b -';he :~eze:~ve. LO 
Capt R W Russell re:port -; d S!:lall e:.~rr,s ::.;.1d .~~ fire 
along the positions of "!!he 33rd Ecn 1.::t 1145.. 2nd 3n [ 
36th A.IR a...""ld 2nd 3!~ 32 _:\B. reverted .o ::9iv .... i.es at 170i . 
Both t1ni ts reported· into tl;l~ pro:'n~ r-:.dio · nc -:;s, were 
bivouaccd c.round JorFf and closad. t:::.cre at 2C'3o. Bot}1 
units needed reor",a: :l.zs.tion o.ncl r 8fi ~tin::; 'b:.. .... :.=n~r a:'ld [ 
work waG st2.rtzd Oi.1 thiG il!l!!led.iatel:·. · 
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3.efitting c.:..."lG. r:.:o:::.·cffili~atic ·.'l was curried. out d:;).ri.l'b 
the du;,r b~· t::..e 2nC. ?ns of the 36 ~;h AIR and 32!:.d .AR. 
Co E of· t:.tc 36th AIR did net report with "the. 7f, as 
it v::-;.:: oi1 e ~pec;iAl mission, At 1:535 'five ena~ 
t::mks ~.vcr , , !':por·ce,:_ north. of &sbach. l.t.Coi.Yh.ller, 
co 2nd 3n ;)2nd ·~, w ~-..s cc:.lled to cp. At 1800, e:·H~my 
inf::1:::1t1'~' wcr.::: r c::>o~·tt:.,l cmnin; b£.8\( into l3usboch by 
. ~- 1 t t- A.&. ...... - J • ~ M! ll (? " 0 -2 ' ~n..:::;.._ ra ~o:::. . ... 11.1 1~; .;1me. +"- f"M- • er ._nc. "'n , no. 

AR and :D Co 23r•i fn~) vra.s ~lerted. -tt:> meet -tb.D.s th:::-e.a:t. 
CJl :losen'bcr;s met ~l;ll 3.o.se.. in Bv..sbu~ abo1.1.i; 1.635 to 
rccei ve i;.1s t::·1 .. lctions. j~ .Mi.ller r.-~o7e.d o·._;_-'.; noou"'.; 
184C into position. ..:'..t 2050 the S-3 sec~c:.o~l ::.:H~- a 
Rcn section (Regine~tc.l ~en) )1lovecl to a for-ward CF 
location :.:-..t 925:~01. The re!Il.o.inder o' the. period w::.s 
quiet for Jiv Res. T;:•.roue::::;ut th . ;;e:::..~ioC:, bot:_ Con
bat Co:.:l:!cnds continued to ::top up in th:ir 2.reas and to 
stre~then thr; ir !)OSi tions. 

C:P moved slii;htly to gain !:lore roo~ in s~:rne nearoy 
l'-... ,_j_ld ings • ~-~ t lC 4-5 Co D 3 S th AI~ w~~-Attachecl JG o 
83rd Rcn to h':~ cle.:..r Busbach. and. at lltlO Olli,; 
pl ;;.to o·.: of me;Aiu.m tc..1l:.::::s of Co 'E 52~d AR wa.s ~tto..ched 
fo:::..~ 'i:ihe sal:le :;ur:;ose. Tf y.otman$ At"tac.~Eii a:jout 
1230 .:->.n:l reported s :J.c> .. ll a.:b:1s fire as resistance. 
Col Roseuherger was directed by ~ezsace (rec'd 1335) 
to ta.Ke.. over the ;_)Q.:-;i·cions held b:· 'rP Yoemans, to 
pro-~ect the ca at 929412 and to i."1iti2.te :reconnc.iosanc:: 
north towe.rd Stol'!)erg. Tlli:J ;nis:; ion -;-ms civen. to '!P 
Miller. Onepl2.toon of Co E' 3Gth AI~ '.-res ottachecl to 
't'P' Mills abou·t 1400. '1:3' :.~ilJ . er securect the ~:) a.sse.ge · 
tlu'OU£;~ the .Draco::.1! G t"'eth about 1800. Cu.r cc..s·J ... --:.1 ti·:.: s 
were ver7 lisht end TF I:iil~.er to~l: 81 p:-isoners e.ncl 
knocked ou·:~ several pill bo7.es wi t:i.1 direct tc.!'l~,: fire. 
~O!.'Wm-d C:P vms movod be..cl:: "t ::l rea.1~ Cl' in the vici:"li t~r 
of Dorff and closed. ·!;here at ·.'-1915. 

..:\.11 road block r '.:ports, as well as t~'le reports of 
rre~ M..:11.o.,.. th t 11 · ..., -; t d ,~; ,., '":' ..... ,, , .. -.,; --·n·t _ J:" t' u. _....,_, were . a a 'tt2..u qu_e UI -·-~ ···~ . -·- :... .. • 
.A ~c lOOC hol..'.rs Co S '3Gth AIR.. (l ~~s~ one pl;:t) Wr!.S f;m1 t 
to joi~ TP Blanchard no~tk of ~-sbacn. All tL~its of 
Division neserve in ·~;he i;n:!:fcdiate Busbach 2.rea. were 
unable to do ~!nteno.nce ~s pe~ Di~ision order for 
they W8re engaged an~ snipers in the area ~ere pa.r
ticularl:.: active. Di~ri::;io!l Reserve rras assigned a 
new assembly. aroa a:::l recon:1fc'..iss:mce w~s initiated 
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durin.: the morning. Orders were rccci7cc1 and trans
mitted to T::l' Eille:: th:;:.t he rms to re:·~ ~in on his :pr~
sent assicnment. The TD's nnd TP Mil:.er were to re
vert to 703rd TD :On at 220630. S30 Lt :Pllil2.ip ZulJi 
arranged for novies, clubmobiles and a USC shor: du:.-
ing the afternoon for all r~serve units not engaged. 

Uni t eor:un<lnders mce~..:inc wc:.s calle,.l at 083C to :pre ... 
pare for move to ne':.f assembl~r area. Dilleting party 
departed at 0830 to prepare the area and Oi.v-ision 
Reserve moved at 1000 with the Regt CP group clos
ing at 1130 at coordinates 951395. Cc E 36th AI~ . 
~less one plat) reverted to :Divisio21 e;uard at 0800 
hours and relieved Co G 36th .tUP.. •:;hich went to CC:B. 

·Per Div instructions, Col Rosenberger i 2sued the 
fol:o\·ling order at 1500 to Lt Col :Jiller by liaison: 
~ 2nd Bn 32nd .ffi with 2nd Bn 36th AIR (minus cos E 
and F) attached, will proceed immediatel~r and take 
up a position in· readiness in the vicini t~r of 955413 
prepared to repel a cou.."l.ter-at ~;a.clt against the 47th 
Ini'." At 1555, Capt Toussey was given instru.ctions 
to move to the DOSition and be aoined there by Lt 
Col Miller with his force. TF Miller moved and · too}: 
up the positions L"ldicated without incident. Reserve 
CP moved to the new location at 956402 and closed at 
1900. Four road blocks were set up on roads lead- 1 
ing into the reserve area and \vere ma."l.:led by the 703rd 
TD Bn and 23rd Eng Bn. Capt Patterson assumed com."!lan-'l. 
of 3rd Bn 36th AIR when Major R. T. Dunn was evacuate • 

. I 

All units reported no activity during the night. Re
comlaissaince was made for the occupation of a defen- ' 
sive sector by elements of the Div-i3ion Reserve. Co I 
E 36th AIR (less one platJ reverted to 2nd En 36th 
AIR at 0800 and was put into the defensive position 
with the Bn. 

There was no ene:r.1y activit~~ reported b~t any units 
_of the Division Reserve during the night. CP was 
shelled between 2400 and 0100 and two men were 
slightly wounded. Lt Col Orr, CO 1st :On 36th AIR 
reported to CP at 0730 in regard to effecting re-
lief of TF Lovelady and 1st Bn 47~h Inf. Col Rosen
berger was called to division for ~nstructions at 
0915. At 1000 hours, Col R. L. Howze was assigned l 
and joined. He assumed command, vice Col Rosenberger l 
relieved, of the Regiment and Division Reserve. Plans 
were continued for the relief of units within the 
Division so as to allow a rotation of u:.1its to effect ! 

I 

I 

I 
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~-2,4. .. e."'t. maintenance and reorganization. Col L. L. Dean, 

CO, 32nd AR, reported about 1100 to a::>sist with 
relief plan. Div sent do\vn an operations meoo 
which was to be followed. At 1700 Lt Col Jack 
R. Hutcheson, Ex 0 36th ,::..IR, was evacuated with 
severe rheunatism. The initial relief wa~ made 
from aoout 1900 and continued throu~h the re
mainder of the period with TF Orr (lst Bn 36th 
.AIR and 2nd Bn. 32nd AR) relieving TF Lovelad~r. 

9-25-44 TF Orr completed his relief during the early pnrt 
of this period. His sector was quiet during the day 
except for occasional shellings b7 mortars and ar
tillery. In turn, our FO's harassed the enemy throug~
out the day with Assualt Guns, 8l.mm mortar and ar ... 
tillery fire\. The r~lief plan continu.ed with TF Kane 
(1st Bn 32nd• AR and 2nd :Sn 36~h )"IR) relieving TF 
Hogan and TF mills at 1815. TF Richardson then moved 
into a reserve position preuared to support either 
TF Orr or TF Kane. His TF t3rd Bn 32nd AR and 3rd Bn 
36th AIR) was to continue maintenance and reore~~i
zation tn this reserve position (955415). TF Kane 
~everted to CCA in their po::;ition at 1830. 

9-26-44 Road blocks and patrols made negntive reports throug~-
. out the night.· First light reports revealed no activ
ity on any of the fronts. TF Orr received light 
mortar and artillery fire during the mornin8. Some. 
Machine Guns were located in the sector of Cm C and 
tanks were moved in to fire direct fire on those 
positions. During the morning, Capt He~phill assumed 
command of the 3rd Bn 36th AIR. Durin~ the afternoon 
Co A 36th AIR located three tanks of the 33rd ~~. 
One of the ta.nks ( a"76") was i:r;l good condition and 
it was started and put into position for defensive 
fire. The second tank had a broken track and the 
third tank had to be burned. T? Orr, from good ob
servation points, _continued to pu1:' mortar and ar
tillery fire on the enemy. 

9-27-44 Road 'Glocks and first :l:ightt report.s indicated all 
quiet on the front. Intei'!II.ittant artillery fire 
continued to fall on TF Orr throucrhout the night. 
It vras believed that the Ger::1ans w.;:re usin6 artillerJ 
fire to cover the movement o£ their tanks. Jtowever, 
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reports receive~~- at 0720 i :1dic:::ted that all was I 
cruiet on all fronts a.'1d the si tuc.t:.on remained 
quiet for the re:-.;.~.ind ·~r o£ the perior1. 

Lt Col· S?owler joined the 36th :UR at 1600 and. ~S I 
aasigned to and assUlllcd co;::.1l?ncl of the 3rd. :an 36th 
.\IR. 

Fit""st ligpt l''.:po:-ts fro.::1 all U."li ts indicated a quiet 
nig~1t with only occasio·nul fire. At 080Q ·a meeting 
vms l1el!3. at F..cgi::cntal. Cp for the purpose of coordin
ating the relief of the ))iv .Li.es b;r CCB. Officers 
attendi.n.g ;·;ere Brig Gen B.oudinot, Lt Cols Lovele.dy, 
Richardson, Miller, Grr and FoTiler; Majors mills 
~'1d ;~bra and the P.cgt Staff o~ the 36th AI~. Gen 
5oudinot issued orders to effect the relief by CCB 
of positions occupied by TF Orr. ThG 2~d Bn 32nd ~ 
was relived by 2nd Bn 33rd AR at 1930 and 1st Bn 36th 
AIR was relieved lrr ~rd ·Bn 36th .\.IR at 2145. 1st . 

1 Plat Co A 36th AI~ est~blished road blocks at ~aus- · 
bach. 

l'Tegative reports \7erc re~cived t:b.rou.;hout the night I 
concerning activity on the road bloc){s within the 
Div.Res area. The Div,Reserve now consisted of the 
36th AIR (less 2nd and 3rd 3ns) 703rd T:J En (less 
Cos ·A and E.) ;3rd Jn 32nd Ui; 3rd En 33rd .Ax (less C I 
co) ; Co C 45th M.ed. Bn, A Co r~aint Bn and the 23rd 
Eng.Bn,(less A and B cos). · · 

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR ic now attached to CCA and is I 
part of .TP Kane. The 3rd Bn 36th AI~ is attached 
to CCB and in T~ Lovelady. 

1 
Plans were formulateci" for the relief of the ele:rn.ents 1 I 
of the 2~d Bn 32nd .1\.R on ths road blocks at :Jiausbach 
by ele:nents of 3rd. Bn 33rdet\R. I 
The si tua.tion remc.:ined qui..t throughout the night ani 1 I 
the units of the Division Reserve continued their 
maintenance and reorganization throushout tho dav. 1 

Units no:t engaged. were trying to familiarize their ! I 
replacements with the various \7ea.pons. l!lany replace
ments in the Reg~ent had never qu~lificd on the 
machine gun and trained machine ~'1-~ers and mortar I 
men were scarce. 

Reports received in the early even:.n~ indicated that 
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the anti-tank platoon from 2nd Bn 36thA!R received 
a heu~r shelling ~~d five c~sualtie~ werareported. 
Also during the early part of the Q.<Ven.ing the troops 
on the road blocJc s.t ltausbach r~uo!'ted findin;.;:: an 
abandoned friendly ·~:mk. Capt. Bto<ldard, Co Com.11ander 
A Co. ,Maint 5n, was contacted end planG were ini tia.ted 
for the recove~J of the vehicle. 

The tan_lc ~entioned in yesterdays a~cou...."lt was recover
ed by Co A Jrlait:t.t Bn \7ith the assistance of patrols 
from R3 No 4, iuring the early ho1ITS of the morning. 
Road Block No 4 also drove off an 0ne~y patrol of 
three men, one of whom was reported killed. 
The 1st Bn 36th .AIR was released from Div Res, effect
ive at 1500 and ·was attachnd to CCA for the purpose 
of relieving the 2nd Bn 36th AIR on the defense of 
Stolberg • . Relief was reported co~plete by 1st Bn 
36th AIR at 2015 and at 2033 2nd !n 36th AIR was re
ported that they hc.d closed in their 4SSembl•.• area. 
The AT plat of 2nd Bn 36th AIR relieved the 1st Plat 
of A co 36th AIR on the road bloc).cs at fo\.ausbach. 

Road blocks and first light reports indicated a quiet 
night. At 0800 Lt Col Carlton P. Rus3ell, former 
3rd Bn Comdr, rejoined the Regt ancl was assigned to 
Regt Hgs as Ex o. 2nd Dn 36thAIR spent the day rest
ing and refi ttint; in . t ::eir asoembl"'/ area. 'fhe 703rd T~ 
Bn received their new t!-36, 90-mm TDs- and conducted 
long range ·indirect fire on targetG in Sschweiller. 
1st Bn 36th AIR reported artill~f fire falling on 
their positions in Stolberg causing two casualties. 
During the afternoon H Co 33rd AR ¥vas pl2..ced on al:;rt 
for the pur~ose of repelling counter-attack$ in the 
sector of the 16th Inf of the 1st Ir~ Div. The ~lert 
was to go i~to effect ~t 0700 3 Cct 44. 

Enemy shellinG was quite hea.v:; bct•:rec:::-1 the i.lou..rn of 
0000 and 0400. A.t 0030 t~e 3r0. l)n 33'rd A.B. \JI~s placed 
on i.r!lmediate alert due to tl1e increQscd th=e.at of. 
counter-attack in the sector of ·~he 16th Inf. At 0315 
the 3rd Bn 32nd -~ was ordered to relieve ele3ents of 
thE: 3rd Bn 33rd AR on tl!.~ ro&d blocl:::; at M.au.sbach. at 
fiJ:·st light a."l.d to eo on O!'!.e hm.IT alert at O'og. Firzt 
li~ht reports indicated t}lat th:: Si tv.a.tion h::.d. q_uie:t~cl 
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dcwn -.·.nd. the ale::·.:; st.l.tw.s ~" bo-\::h Arnto 'Rn.s ~ 
ch.a.n~ed.. · At 13)0 Nan Ge1~. t2sse. aw~rW ~h~Silver 
~ r~n::e Sta~ ..f::. .:o me~'rJe:r~ of ·-th't: anJ. l9n )2nd ··: 
~ ef~ H~s 36t~AIR. C~re~ony was hel4 in t~ 
2nd 8n. 36th AIR area. ~hose decorated were <;. Sgt. 
Whitat.ill, Co E; P~c :~ ~--·· C·. >:.L :--, ::> Silver Stl).:tS: 
I!~; Col· Car1·;o:1 ··• ~usse.J.. ~n~Si;a.:r a.n~ Clu~i:e'l"i _ !~~ l.~ W. W.. ~ 2.~-, A~d 13n ~s. &<onze St~r a~ qtv.s~el"d_ 
J . .:.G~ g E; St:rieKla.nd., M~ct tse.~.' >gt ~ W· tnJ..ll::;.ps vO . • 
Fv·t; RolJ.a~ ~ Fletcher Co DA_ ::::1-l ~vt DaYid 1- Rot-c1·::~s 
K.e1t. Hi;Ls Co G1~onzc Stars. \tE.\1.\. Ro!i>e ga..,-e ='- t:hort 
"'C1 '~c·,-, --· s .._o .._,,c• "'S"'"'..., 1'' ~-d Bn. ·:"~·"' ..... -,.,... -:-11" c···r·~···· on~~ -·. ·'· (..l. -~- -~ u W.L.J. Q., ..:,:t{.~ -.iJ-- c. .. .J. "'" ..... U.,&. • .,., .......... 1 •. .1. .J. ·-'"' 

151:;: A 0o_. 33rd AR \70..3 p1~ced. ~n.!l~rt in acJ.C.j_tion to 
H Co 33rl:. ..At\ ~or -th~ 1_:m:!:'pose ·~f sup:porti:~c ·tho lst 
In£ :Jiv in t:Ce event of an ene~ ~tte..ck in that 
sector. LC from 1st Inf Div Hgs rs~or~ad o..t 1445 
for the purpose of coor·linc.ting ?l::::.nnil~~ of d.e~-ense. 
A.t 11~-5 3rd 3n 32nd .L-; too}.: eve:;:-· the ro".c1 clvcks 
at f.'b .. ·,wbach so t~1at the .. \'T platoon cotlli 'Jc rHlcasc:l 
for the service of t~1eir g .. ms. ~l!.e AT pl~toon was 
bac!\: ir: position at 1855 •. New J136 TD '.':e.:J on display 
at Regt C:P at 1710. · 

The situ.e..t:.on re:ua::.ncd <I'..tiet tl:.ro,_:.:-·;l:.out -tile ni:;ht. 
.At 0730 the CO \7i th a .;rouiJ of s~.;aff officel"S d~-partid 
for the C? of the 47th Inf- Col ~th CO of th~ 47th 
conducted the pa.rt7 on a tour of t11e .1ect OJ? an.d fro11. 
line positions in the vici:.1i t~.r of Yu-erNin:.~le and :Jchenn
huttc. The trip was made so t:'!::::'c J:;b.: .. .:roup could be
come bette:- acq_uainted. wit:1 tlle te.Yrain in the Gector 
of the 47th Inf wi tl1 futu.re oyeyution$ i:1 v'ie~7. · 
Duri.."l.g the afternoon, plan::; were m~d.: for the :"clief 

.co th 3 d B _,.-!-, 'I,., ,.., j_l '), d a. ..... -5-l-h A-J" ~'h .0.1. e r n )O v.ll -• .:;-, ..,"1 l;J.18 .... 1 pu :; v . ·-'-"• .1. e 
relief v:as effected at 2100 ~.nd tb} Jrd Jn 36th i.\IR · 
closed in -their asse:::1bly area a.t 2300. 2z:~1. Bn 
36th AIR reverted to CC~ control. 

I 

Intermittent shelling was noted thrc·u.chout the 
night in the vicinity of the ~t C~. First lisht 
reports indicated all clear. 3rd :11 36th ..:u·: con
ducted muintena...'"l.ce and rect tcro·.l/.tout the !:lornin~. 
Atl3CO Col Howze accompanied Ge~ ~ose on a reconnui
ssznce. At 1500 considera":Jle ;:.i:· acti ·.;i t7 VIas noted 
throughout the area but no d~2.,~r.: · ~.n.s clone •. :~t 16 .~ C 
a few shells dropy;e;.! in the vic-i~:tit·~ of the .:.-:eet CP. 
_Ul was quiet for th'J re::!l.o.indcr oi the pcrioc.1. 
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D[·.te: 

10-F-44 

10-7-44 

10-8-44 

Road 1;locks rmc. first lir:ht r:=;ort3 W2"::6 ~e~tiY~. 
The 3rd :an 36-th ·~r~ cc~·ltL."lt:::: ll rest ?.r.. · :tai21~er: :J.!'.ce. 
'2nd 3n 36th ~\.IR r e!)orted e::c -- :-_lt;nt c.:fect o:' tl::.e 
c.n-::;~ p ~rso :.:.11el mines upon ~~:!e ene!!l~-. The ~~ .. :!.e~ ;·,'a~G 
us ed to fill :1 gc~p in thA lines. .lsc ""Cod 'llSe '7Jas 
mc.de of the loru · r::-..r.. -~ i ndirect r.:•1 fi:·e :::tt r·,_:n:-:;.; :3 U '!: 
to 3000 ~~rds. ·· · 

Ro ;ld bloc:cs t.u1d firs~ li :_~ht r ' I>C:"ts i!lllico..tcd th::.t 
the rJi tuD..tion we.s q_~_,_iet thr ~,: ~- ~·~out t::e r..i ·1-l t. In-~er
ni ttent artill ·~r~,r fire ·.·:::.s ~oted duri!l c: the e:::.rl~: 
morning hours. ~\t 0930 Col Bro·::n, 'Ji v - --~tille~r~ 
reported a suspectee~ c::'lem.-.~ OI at ~usbo.ch and ~l:.:.ns 
were mc:.d :.J to evacu::te ell civilians from · the to·.n: :J.:'ld 
to de~olish certain buildings which o!fered ccod ob
servation of the rear ~.rea.s and roads leadi!lZ. into 
the tm·:n from the south. '.t 130(; the GO, S-2 and Ex 
0 visited the OP of the 47th Inf. I;iajor 3r~ra."1., S-3, 
departed for Uausba.ch at 14CO to malce final plans for 
evacuation and demolition of OP's. At 1345 UP.r~ission 
was l7anted bv the Div Ensrs for une o::' our attached 
Enf.TS for the d ;:;:':loli tion i!l ::2u3bach. 1t 1500 trans
portation was sent to Col D~l, Div Kil Gov Officer 
in :·78.uE:bach, for use in evacuation. :S7a.cuation \Vas 
to be completed b'r 1 7CCo and the 3rd -=.n 35tl.:. AIR vrere 
to fur:;.ish tToo-,s to r.1al~e a ti1orou:;h cearch f or 
ci~.rilians. · At 14CO Co G 33rd .ill was ::?laced on alert 
to assist the lst Div. At 173C the ~ntire 3rd I·n 
33rd A?. was 3lerted to asoist the 9th Div. This is 
in ad:li tion to tv10 cospa..'1~. es on alert to as:Ji::;t the 
Pirst Division. At 2210 th.c 3rd 3n -:-:5th AIR was 
alerted for use i~"L the sectors o:f the lst and 9th 
div~Gions and be teamed. with the 3rd I\n 33rd AR in 
the event that they ·~vere used in the 9tl1 Div sector. 
m;"e'l.r '''OUld b"- te"''l'!led ···1.· t-:_.., ... . ,nk ",., .~+~ - "'ll.' On -f'-o~ r"(! '\ 1.' n J. .... :} tf I;'; ~ •• .;..a. \.lc.;.l.. o..l o.. .U •' ""-· - -· ..... .:. ...,_ ., ., 

the event that the~~ were used in the lst Div sector. 

At 0100 Service Com:;;~n;r 36th AI1., 7C3r:i :2') J!! a.."l.d 23rd. 
~ir::ld Eng I3n re ce-iveC. shell:3 i:1 t:1e~r c,rea.s. Fow8ver, :i.'lC 
c ;?. s·~~.al ties Ytcre r0.portecl. ::T'~rst li - -~:·~ re ':·ort::; in
dic :. :.t(~c:.. t!1:1t the sit:.'.:'.L, ion i'!~::; ~' P.iet. Dl.rrin -- the 
:-:J.crnin-:: the CO vicited the Div ·~:· ·~r.r'l vms i:·lforr:.ed. 
th~~ t~ : 83rd Rcn ~n would relieve t:~ ls~ J n 36th 
AI'-:: on ~he d ·;fenses -~~t .:::tol:)er:; . ~r~- ~'21. ~ . : ) ·th AIR 
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Date: 

. 10-9-44 

10-10-44 

10-11-44 

' was notified that they would not be- relieved on 
the road blocks at r.:ausbach. 1st ::Sn 36th AI:S. was 
relieved by the 83rd Rcn Bn at 1820 and moved to the 
vicinity of Busbach at 1900 • 

Concentrations of urtillery fell in the area during 
the night. First light reports were negative. ).t . 
0800 the CO met the staff and Bn Comdrs ~~d nnde 
plans for a future operation. .\.t 093C the CO and a 
party of Engineers( Officers) departed to ma~:e plans 
for the construction of a woods-fighting training 
area. At 1130 the CG stated that the alert status 
of' the Division .Reserve nnits to the CO as follows: 
3rd Bn 36th AIR a..."l.d 3rd Bn 33rd _·..R alerted to assist 
26th Inf in area of 1st Div on call: alert status 
30 minutes. 3rd ~n 36th AIR alerted to assist 9th 
Div in the vic:i:ili ty of Schmidt on call. At 23:?5 a 
contact patrol from the 47th Inf reported to the 
road block No 1 instead of roc.d block Uo 2 and drew 
fire. No ca.sualties reported • . 

Road blocks and first light reports were negative. 
Some artillery fire was reported on the area in the 
·vicinity of Regt CP duri~s the night. The situation 
remained quiet throughout the day. CO was notified 
that 3rd BIT 36th AIR would revert to C~B and would 
relieve the 2nd Bn 36th AIR Thursda~r. At 2030 a 
report v!as received tilat the evacuated. buildings in 
Hausbach had been looted. 
All r8ports received during the night mtd first light 
reports indicated that the si ~..1ation was 0:-:ict. At 
0715 the CO and staff with the Div l.:il Gov Officer 
departed for Mausba.ch to investigate the reported 
lootine; • .it 1400 13 repla.ce!!lent Offic·:r3 were re
ceived and assigned. At 1900 it was Teportel tilat 
the Div artillerJ had placeQ a dummy batterJ in the 
vicinity of ~ausbach for the purpose of causing sus
pected eneJ:ty batteries to dioclose thc::.sclves. At 
1905 A Co 33rd AR was ordered to the area of the 
lst Div and to tc~ up with the lst 3n 26th Inf. 
This action was taken to reenforce the 1st division 
against counter-attack. About 19.30 a fire was re
ported in Regt CP area. It was suspected that the 
fire was due to en-3rn.y sources, possibly as a signal.-··· . ! 
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~J ate: 

1 ~~ ::-. rc::ul t the :;t'.;.rd, ·::as ::ce~f?:tced. 3:d ]j!: 3~th 
A.d.\ w~'.s warned tho.t tney mJ..·rh ·G cc calJ.2a. u :o on :::or 
use i n the 1st Div scc~r. In the event the Jrd 
Dn )6th .;.rR w2.s ord <.. re •:< to UJ.ove, the 1st ::n :;6th 
\7ould take over the )rd :Wn -posi t~.0!1.S in ~~ausbach. 

10-12-44 l~ot}1i21g "Ur-i.lsu:..::.l :h:::-.;.:-pr:!'l::d durinG earl:- mornin~~ . 
1st 3n 36th ~:..r~ we1~e trainin:~; in woo(::.s-fi::hting 
near l3reinig • .:.·'-cgt c.:. L1spe ~ted t l1eo in t:iL :1or;1in;;. 
!)uring the D.ftcrnoon •}en Rose 2..V!ard~(. d c:. cor:::.tions to 
Of=icers an~ men o~ the 1st ~n. 2nd 3n r:lieved from 
line b·: 3r<i Bn. Relief cor.:"':)leted b·r 2025 but 2nd Bn 
was not closed in new ~sse:::b:_~; ;.~rca Ulltil· 2225. 

10-13-44 Uo great ch.a"l.ge in si tun.tion. At 08CO ltegt CO t::md 
·Ex 0 went to 1st Bn to observe trainina. H Co 32nd 

AR ordered fron Div Aes to be attached-to 47th Inf 
for lini ted objective attac:;: toiD.DXrow. lst Bn 36th 
AIR also ordered to 9th Div as a reserve for the 
attack. At 1330 Bn CO and Co Comdrs of the lst Bn 
met with Rcgt CO and received in:.; ·cructions to ...-;am 
m~n against looting, fraternizinz with German civi
lians and to more rigidl7 enforce military courtesy 
and the carryinf; of gas masks. 3-e.s masks are to be 
kept near at all times. At 1530 a meetine was held 
with representatives of the 2nd and 3rd Jns to L""l
struct them in the above mentioned items. 1st Bn 
reported closed in new asse~bly area at 1925. During 
the day the 2nd Bn co!'lducted rch~bilitation and train
i~g. I<Ioralc of troops returning fran lines was ex
cellent. 

10-14-44 From 0300 to 0400 shells fell near CP at v~ious 
intervals but no damage or ce.sual ties r;;ported. Road 
Blocks first light r~"!1orts were ncc~tive. CO & Ex 0 
visited 3rd Bn 36th AIR in 9th Inf .Div zone. Ne'vv road 
blocks recommended b~J S-3 to be at 957400. LO !'!o 1 
instructed to find out what blocked north-south 
road in CCB .sector and to ~lee reco:rm.aissance for 
undestroyed pillboxes along the road. 2nd Bn 36th 
AIR to man road blo~l~s at !lew loc3.tion. Lt Col Rich
a=~son stopped at Rest CP to inform S-3 th~t he had 
assUmed command of 32nd AR in absence of Col Doan, 
who had been evacuated for treatnent. Yiaj<r Brewster 
assumed command of 3rd Bn )2nd .LB.. J .. t 1450 Zx 0 
and Hqs Co Comd.r vrent to Stolberg to r:Jconnai~sance . 
of billeting area, returninG at 16CO. Two shells feil 
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Date: 

10-15-44 

\ \ 

10-16-44 

16-17-44 

nes.r Regt CP at 1£30 and wer•::. r(~:po:·t~c~ to G-3. Dark 
at 1850. Enemy pla!!e straffed nearo·· ~ . t 1849. :ere 
ir..formed that night fi::shters :;oul<l ":J:.: up i...'"l. our secto: 3 
tonight. Div called. for r.'~ajOl' Ro;·;sey, instructi..'1,;; bin 
to report to Div CP at 0800 to:r..orrow to sO with Gen 
Rose on recoiL""'laiss··..:!.ce. Track v1ith -:;~..:' r:~.dio tore
port to i.:ajor Yeager at Da."lgcr CP b:· 0800 to~orrow. 
t:feather - fair. 

Sunday. ~uiet .this • .u.~. Road blocks ::::-~port no activity 
First light reports ·ne~ative. !>urine the ni ,_;ht a her se 

·walked into a mine field near road block ITo 4 causi~ 
an alert. At 0900 Co and S-3 went to lst Bn 36th AI • 
No change in situation there. G-3 called to have 1st 
Bn 36th and 3rd Bn 33rd alerted. Co G 32nd -~~ to re
place Co C 33rd A:r at Div • Chief o:Z Ste.ff called 
that Company of Engineers were attached to Div Res 
to relieve road block detail No 5. lt 1300 Major 
Tousey \'1as ·given baclc his road bloc~: dc,tail to pre
pare to move with 3rd :Sn 33rd }2 to lst Di v. TD Coi:l
pany (less one section) clertcd. at 1325 to mo .. !(' o~ 
order to CCA and. one · scctio:-:1 oTd·3rod to road block 
No 5 in place of . Inf. ~!Ley reported. in at 1550. 
la:il Gov called :mx 0 to sa~· civiL.nns \'Till be allm•red. 

I in 1!c.usbach to~orrow to get focC.. stuf:Z. l:.t 2000 
all units of Div I:.cs \·1ere r:arnot!. ··;::::t all =.en, incluc 
int; cooks a."ld cl·Jr~·s, mic:ht be .1J.sec:. in c::-.se o:2 a par~ 
cl:!.ute 2-t·co.clc. ·:re2.~~;.8r r:;.in~.? dm:·i!'!..;; ·p!·: t r a2.rl~,. ni.:;ht •. 
Jrrl :n still on line. 2nd 3n .::;oi:1G from. assembly arer 
to lst Div with '!::" ::og~. 

~lear at first li:::;ht. Road. blocl;:s ::-eportc 0 .I: • . 
0815 one m2.!1 repo1·t,~d killecl ru1:.. t-.:-o inj-,.J..·c :l f:ro:o 
lunber b•r enemy . sl1ells. 0835 CO e~pl..U.ne ·.: tcntctive 
.pla.11.s t'o put 83rd !len :3n or lst En 36th ei thor in 
Stolberg or l:!ausbach. !'l::~.n will be cl=.rified later. 
Ex 0 to go to !!iausbach to rcn for bj_lletinL o.rcas. 
Var:Lous reports that lst Div· hc.d scvero.l colmte:::-
at-!;c.c!:s yesterda•r c.!rd last ni :~:1t. 1st :Bn re:':ained in I 

area near 47th "!nf rrhile 2:1d._3n '::i ·~!l ~p Hoe;an at 
Bria..11.t. Service Co and Eqs carrying on uzu3.l duties. 

Ever:rthing was quiet at first l:i.cl::.-i; this .AJ;! ':':l"..t it 
rained some durin.~ · t~e morn:L"lr.-. ':~:o lst Bn· .. was orderd 
to St ::>lberg under ~C~A. 3rd Bn'"" stil: on line with c·CB·. 

_J.a_ . .., 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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H Co 32nd :'.B. came "bac::. 83ri ?.c~ :-elie·...-ed from Stol
berg and will take over RB 12 at hlausjach f~om TD 3n 
before 0700. 2nd Bn with TF no ,san at 1st Di ~.'. ..:\.t noon 
Lt Col Orr stop~ed L~ to sa~ A Co had lost 1 man dead 
and 7 wounded while cominr out o:: 47th Inf are?-• 1-!aj 
Brewster notified he could relieve tc:.:::·:s from l.:..ausbach 
as Rcn Bn t;•roulC. t['~l:e eYe:-. G-3 nc~ified of a':)ove. Ects 
Co and Serv Co - no chc..nge. Composition of :Uiv Res 
as follows: 36th AI?. less 1st, 2nd & 3rd Bns; 83rd 
Rcn Bn; Co C 45th Med ~n; 23rd Eng En less Cos A, B 
& D; ·703rd TD Bn less Cos A. & :a and 1 plat Co C; 3rd 
Bn 32nd AR minus Co C. G-3 sent cop:r of this distri-

. b~tion. Weather was ~isty all da~. 

10-18-44 At first light no great activitv reporte~. Rain during 
the night. 3rd Bn reported 5 Jerries killed and 1 PW 
taken during night. No casualties to our forces. 1st 
Bn had 2 men "killed by our artiller:r. 2nd Bn \'lith TF 
Hogan under 26th Inf preparing to attc:ck 1:f':J of Aachen. 
119th Inf attacked ancl. won their objective H of Aachc::. 
83rd Rcn Bn completed r .::lief of · 23rd. :Bngs at .LM.eusbac::: 
this AM. F.~ter di~~er CO and Ex 0 went to Co C 45th 
M.ed near Ko:-nelmunster "';o cl1ec1:: ne•.-; billeting obtain
ed from Mil Gov. Re,orts that e~'l3~ :?.rtillery is 
more active than us-:1al came through. ··:.:=ather was mist::'" 
most of the day. · 

. 10-19-44 No unusual activity in first lieht. reports. Rained 
considerablv du:-ing ni~ht a~d was ve~- mu0c~. 1st 
Bn. continued to defend Stolberg, Y:hile 2nd En under 
TF Hogan reached objective at 830445 about 1045. This 

· north of Aachen. The 3rd Bn stil) on line under CCB. 
Hq Co and Serv· Co still in Sa.J:l.e area do ins routine d,.r. 

J.0-20-44 At first light reports RB 1 s and :pe.trols showed onl:v 
limited activit~r. Rained most of the nir:ht. A. re-oort 
came in that the 2nc. En had lost 2 Officers and 15 
EM in their attack 7esterde.7. The 1st 3n lost their 
~men to enemy patrol.s as P~.'i 1 s. The En ~ontin·.l.ed to ho11. 
its location \7i "!ih CCE. 3nemy pla.:.J.es dropped leaflets 
on our lines last !lig~;. t. CO mad<: plans fo~ a :pa"!irol 
of 83rd Rcn Bn to go and get F7 if pes si ble from 
vicini t~7 of Eschweiller. Left or on line of our 3rd 
Bn at 2145. Serv Co and Ho Co re~~i~~d in same area -
routine dut-~. A 2 1/2 ton -truck of Se:-v Co was hit by 
an ene::n~t shell and burned in the eveni!lg. 

-50-



THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• $ptarlrtad !I)ouglrboiJs" 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

10-21-44 

10-22-44 

10-23-44 

At first light there were no unusu~l reports from 
road blocks or regular patrols. 3ovTcver, the patrol 
sent out from the 83rd Rcn ra."'l. into en enemy boob;r 
trap and fire about 600 .yards out. One oz::'icer· and 
three ·enlisted men were wounded. .tll returned. S-3 
went to che'clc that the·· woul:d get out befor~ day
light as he . co~d not contact 3rd 3n by radio or 
telephone at night. The 1st Bn re~ained in Stol
berg and set up a few more mines as ~ defense. The 
2nd Bn remained with TF Hogan until night when G-3 
called to say -the7 had reverted to Div Res but wouJd 
not return until tomorrow. Later 3-3 was told they 
would be subject to call by D~ger. The 3rd Bn rey 
mained on line but Co Comdrs of 83rd Rcn went up 
to look at their positions pre~aratory to changing 
battalio~ areas. The change was slated for the 
morrow. Service Co and Regt Hq ~~·renained in 
same location doing routine duty. Not much rain 
today. Quite . a bit of ack-ack of our own at lone 

.enemy plane at 2100. 

No unusual activity was reported from road blocks 
or listening posts at first light. ~he 1st Bn re
mained in the samE location at Stolberg exceyt the 
train of 1st Bn which moved from ~usbach to Breinig. 
The 2nd Bn train rejoined the Bn from vicinity of 
Aachen to Busbach and will be under Div control. 

·· The 3rd Bn moved from line to lliausbach to truce over 
. road blocks. 83rd Ron Ben went on line with CCB. 
Div Res now consist::; of the followinG troops: 
36th AIR less 1st and ·2nd .Bns; Co C 45th med Bn; 
703rd TD Bn less cos A and B; 23rd Eng Bn less Cos 
A and B; 3rd· Bn 33rd AR less Co c. 
DUring the early morning there was no u..~usu.al ac
tivity. The lst ·Bn remained in 3tolberg under CCA 
with its trains in Breinig. The 2nd Bn is in Bus
bach under Div control · subject to call by 1st Inf 
Di v. They sent part of their men to KorneiJ.munster 
for showers in the morning. The 3rd Bn · remained 
in Mausbach on road blocks. Service Co and Regt Hq 
Co carried on usual duties. It was rather cold with 
a little rain late at niaht. Early in the evening 
several Bombers (British! went over. New medium 
tanks with 105 guns were received to replace assault 
guns in Hq Cos of each Bn. 
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J.:; .... 24-44 

0 .25-44 

/o .26-44 

. I 

Road blocks reported little activit-· at ~· irst lir.:.ht. 
2~d Bn went to shov1ers from their area at Busbacii . 
3ome shelling in their are::!. r?-ported d'..lri~,:; d2.v. !:To 
casualties, h~wever. 1st Bn remcincd in C0A at 3tol
berg. 3rd Bn maintained road blocks at 1•:-:usbac~. Cre'.7S 
for the new assault guns, ::-4 105!:lm, fron 2nd Bn and 
3rd :S~ received instructions fro:! artillery o:cficer 
in vicinity of Breinig. 83rd Rcn Jn sent a patrol out 
in early part of night toward Gressenich. Retuxned 
before 2200. Did not rain much. toda..~r. 2nd Lt Herbert 
Gontard, a german speaking Officer, joi~ed Re ~:irn.e~t. 

At first light road blocks a_'l'ld p::.trols repo:::-ted no 
unusu.?..l activity. The 1st Bn re!!lained in Stolbertj, 
holding its position. The 2nd Bn went into line with 
CCB in pl.?.c~ of 83rd Rcn Bn. 3xchange made ·in late 
afternoon and night. 3rd Bn in Mausbach and :maintaire d 
road blocks. Serv Co and Hqs Co carried on usual duties • 

. D~ing the da~ the 2nd and 3rd Ens sent their assault 
gun ~rewa to Breinig area to receive instructions in 
use of M-4 105mm. The doughnut wagon .visited Hq_ area 
and sent dougJm·;.J.ts· and coffee to 3rd Bn 36th AIR. Rcn 
~n said the ·· found some dead soldiers in area. They had 
been there for some ti ·~e. Our grave registration off
icer said he had removed them. Y!ill investigate. lro~ 
~ch rain, but rather foggy. Div Res now composed of 
following troops: 36th AIR less 1st and 2nd Bns; 3rd 
Bn 33rd ~~; 23rd .Eng Bn less Cos A,B & D; Co C 45th 
Med Bn and 3rd Bn 32nd AR less Co c. 
At first light road blocks and patrols reported O.K. 
The .1st Bli. in CCA unchanged. The 2nd · Bn in C83 was 
unchanged. It remained in line for the period. The 
3rd En remained. in Mausbach end maint.?.ine .: road bloc k8. 
A few shells fell in the late afternoon near 3rd Bn's 
area. No casualties. Serv Co and Ha Co remai~e1 in 
same location. and did usual duties. -It was fog~J for 
the greater part of the da~r. During the night son.e 
shelling was reported nearb~r and a few robot bombs 
have been reported. 
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10-28-44 

10-29-44 

10-30-44 

10-31-44 

At first li&:ht ·the roc~cl iJl .··clcs c.~:C', pc.t:-ols reported ' I 
0 .K. Ene:1r- :p -:-:.trols were acti-vz. :i.st Bn D.nC. 3rd ::3r.. , 
36th AIR chunge:l _l)O!;i tion:J; the lst :~n t:~cinp; to .Maus- I 
bach to maintain rot!d blocks, \"lhile the 3rd Bn went , 
to CCA at Stolberg. ~her were close(.i in asse::!lbly 
area about 2130. The 2nd Bn ;6th "UJ. re;-:.c.:.ned on 
line in CCE. Ser-.rice Co receive:! .so:c;.c shel::!..ing du=- · I 
ing the nir.:ht. :i:io casu;;.l ties re1Jortcd but three 
cows we:-e hit ncarb·~. Ha Co c::?.rrie ~'. on usut:~l duties. 
CO and S-3 wer1t to Division in t:1c ci'ternocn to see 
a demonstration o:= :rifle l:::.uncher ·.'ti th WP grenade. I 
At first ligh·!; roc.·l "vlockz an~.: :pe:trols reported C.~~. 
1st Bn 36th _AIR \vas in rest arGa at ~c.usb::::.ch :::1tin- I 
taining ro.c.d bloc~;:o. l:fen went to sho'wers an.i :J.SSc .ul 
gun platoon moved to Breinig for instructions. 2nd 
Bn remained. on line with ccn. The~r \7ere :preparing I 
to fire the 37-mm eun at long ra~ce. 3rd Bn 36th 
AIR re::lained in Stolberg with CCA. Service Co and 
Hq Co carried on usual duties. ~uite a few 8hells 
dro!J~ed near Regt CP during evel:ing. ~veather - clear I 
and crisp. 

At first light road blocks and :patr~ls re-ported 0 .~·:. 
Ex 0 went to Paris for SHA .. ~::J lecture. 1st Bn remaine I 
in r.:ausbach and maintained road cloc~s. Training con
tinued. 2nd Bn with COB. 3rd 3n in CCA at Stolbe~ • . 
Serv and Hq Co car:ried on usual duties. During the I 
night there was quite a bit o= shelling near CP and 

·· Serv Co. No casual ties reported. 

At first light there were no reports of unusual 
activities. 1st Bn still in ~ausbach; 2nd En in 
CCE area; with 36th AIRis 3rd Bn still in Stolberg 
under CCA. Serv and Hq Co carried on usual duties. 
Compo,si tion Div Res as follows: 
36th AIR less 2nd and 3rd Bn; 3rd En 32nd AR less 
Co C; 3rd 'Bn 33rd AR; 703rd TD ~n less Cos A and 
23rd Eng Bn less Cos A,B and D. 

First light there were no unus~al reports. During 
the night the ar~a of CCB received some small arms 
and bazooka fire. ·The lst BN 36th AIR, no change; . 
2nd Bn, no change; 3rd Bn, no c~ange, \vith Hq and 
Serv cos carryin; on usual duties. 1st Bn assault 
guns fired from training area vicinity near Breinig.t 
There was alight rain during the night. 
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Date: 

11-1-44 

ll-2-44 

Regimcntc..l CP at 956402. D::.ring tl.lc Jarl~r morning 
a few shells fell in the vicinity- but none close to 
the Regt CP. _!..t first light the road blocks and 
patrols reported no a.cti7it-:'.-. 2nd I3n )ci;h .A:lR re
mained with C0B i~ li~c and reported some enemy patrol 
activity during the night. lst · Bn remained in !.laus
bach and carriad on rehabilitation,training and main
tenance a.s well as maintaining road blocks. 3rd Bn 
still in Stolberg und8r CCA defendins its position · 
against enemy patrols, received so~e artillery fire. 
Serv and Hq Co carrying on usual duties. Rained 
during the day and early evening. 

:~nemy artillery was intense in vicinity of Regt C:E 
·between the hours of 0200 and 0300. During the 
shelling, a half-track belonging to 1st Inf Div 
was hit. No cas~alties reported. Ro~d blocks and 
patrols had not~in:-:- to report other than artillery, 
falling in surrot~ding area. No casualties. CO went 
:to 1st Bn cmd···then to assault gun training area where 
2nd Bn '.s gun crews were receiving instruction in use 
of the weapons. co, 32nd AR, OJisited CP. At 1940, 
1st Bn reported seven casualties (one killed) from 
artillery while on road march south of !.~<::.usbach, .A.t 
1300 CO visited 83rd Rcn Bn and from there to 28th 
Inf Division, returning at 1550. From 1716 to 1740 
a heavy artillery barrage fell in the vicinity of 
Mausbach, accor:.panied by S!!lcll ur.n.s fire to le.ft and 
right. 2nd Bn re)orted some artillery fire in area 
of CCB but not so intense. G-3 notified of above. 
1st Bn requested a countar-bar-:-age b:" our ovm artillery 
which was granted. 1st Bn suffered 6 casualties (1 
killed) from a~ove mentioned enemy artillery concen
tration. At 1856 CO placed 2 Cos, one of 1st Bn 36th 
AIR, and one of 3rd Bn, 32nd .ltR, on 0 :1 3 hour alert 
to :::1.eet. an:r eiJergency which might arise. G-3 noti::'ied 
of c~sualtics suffered and elsa of ~quipment losses, 
which consisted of one half. tra.cl: ani one jeep. Tv-:o 
additional co.sU<:..l ties wera reporte~! b~· l~t Bn 36th . 
AIR at 2000. Same Dn ~lso r~9orted pcrsoffi~cl maintel~
inc listening post bc;ron<i road i•loc : ~ :ro 3 v1ere app~
ently captured d.urin:; ertill~ry oa:.~l~c:.;e. ·::hen contact 
~ncl wire part~r went out, thc7 · f01:t:::.C. pc..rt of equi::;
ment but the 5 men could not be loc~tcl. 3rd · ~n 35th 
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11-3-44 

11-4-44 

11-5-44 

~~I:i stil'2.. in ~to::.::;c:-3 u:Hl .. ·:· CCL .• .::c-::·,· -~"lc. :Iq_ Go, !lQ 

cha.nce •. 

Ro::.'.~ bloc~z :~.nc. p:.:.trols r · .. : .. 1o::.·t0;.. ~10 t:'.Cti-::::-:;~~ o-ther 
.J.;!!::...:: £!.:"'till ·:..r:{ fire. ltJ ··.: ~';.1 ~. ::.il1.-t :~ -. ::~::c J 1"':<.:·:. "Jloc!:s 
in :~::!<.F.: b~c22. 2nd -~n, ~:.o. ci.L.~-:.:;·~. -~· ::..~::.. .~ll, n ;_; clla.'lt;r::. 
Se:~v Co ·::u1 •.l :1:1 Co, :10 c~l<~n;;c. ·_·:; 1:.:::· , the CO v;ent 
to · "Jiv :~sior1. :(or i·ac<"=.Jci~1(;. CC ~~d ·:-:: o::· 5~- tl1 :: :· .. :7ere 
h.:.· ~.-.,, .,c,~ ~ ~c- ~~-- 0"' • 31·~'1 o~ .... ~-'·1.· 1 1 ......... , """ " ·o,...._ .' +- lC•C'' 
•- ·-- 'w J... - . • · J- ... - .Ll ·..:,. ,s;_,... ~ C:lo~ U - \,;- ._; o_, "'"- .. - J J .1. '.J J\.J 

2!ld Jf1 r··;:rortc<l -~:lC:; \'Jcrr; receivi::g zorae i'ir -':· f::..·o.r.: 
so::1e o:: ou1· units. ::-... 3 s~ :.~·~e ·.::. t:1c.t :::o C 32nc1 _;it 
~~a~ f:J.ri!1G 37-rnr:.: ~:1.1..}~ tllr.;::; fi:-.:~2.;.5 ·.·.·au: :;_ .cc:o.s:::. CC 
returned fron Di-:i~ion r:;.t 1C35 :-:-..~1 · ::. .:-.t 1;::c cc.l}.ed a 
nceting of his stafi' e..:.:::.C. re::~l·es;;ntc.·:_:iv~:~ of <:>.12. u:~it; 
in Division Reser:c to 11arn tl-:.::: concerni:1e e~m:1~r 
age:1t~, loo~intS a:."ld the proper u:::;e o:? t:1e pas::PHord. 
CO state< tllat he hc.d been cormlir.lCnte::: b·· Div rel
ative to milit~r CO'l'trtcs~~ ~21~( ... ;oo:J. di.3ci~line sl:oYm 
by gu~··.rds around C? • . .:..t 1945, t:2e Chief of 3 ~U::f, ·~reI 

. !rn.(1. Div notifi::!d tho CO to h2.vc 1st Bn less conpr~:; 
on road :;locks · prep::.red to oc7c to vici:-2i ty of G)rd 
Rcn En i11 zone o::: 294th Enf;rs e.m.1 to .. aid them if 1 
necessar". 1st 3n less one co c.::::.d -~en nlatoon were 
placed on 30 minute ale:-t. The ·S3rC. ..ic:t 3n c.nCI. 294tb. 
:l1g Bn had IJ.et e~1emy resis-~::'....'lce in establishins j;"OC.d 
bloc:: !To 11. .'l eather - rai217 d·~.1.rii1:; r::oc t of the day.' 

I 
Durinc the night tl:e si t1.1.c.tion ';{as v r~: c:: ·.i.E't and f:ir st 
light reports were :~o,~ative. Tb:: c.lort s.tatus of ]ai: 
Bn and Rcn -vlatoon was cc.lled of::. ~~- houze burned 1: 1 
r.ic.uabach. ::he 'fire r:; sul ted from c. hc.lf track which 
was hit ne:;u-b·-. ~~schweillcr was bar.: be 5. b•,· .L'..F duri.zr 
the early evenin~. The attacl:inJ :::orce consisted of ! 
ap·:rozir=.ately 30 bonbers. L;:-~tcr in tl1c evenin::; a 1 

force of approximately 500 bom"oera of the !.tAJI flew 
over and it is prc.:;u:rn.ed that their :~is zion was also 1 
Eschweiller. Ener:1y aircraft \'Tere o2so active. Flares,! 
Bcobs (both heavy and anti-perso:~1el) ~~d str~ffing 
resulted. However, no casualti€•S r:ere re:9orted. No 1 
change in disposi tio!l of troops of :::e2-;inent. :'ieather 1 I 
cold. : 

At first li;;ht all rc!Jorted O.K. 1st 3n had two ! 
casualties from air activity. Sooe artill-cr:· L1 I 
I3rein.ig du.ring th~ ni[;~t. In the fore!loon, the AG's 
of 1st :an fired direct fire on rar-gc near ~.7alherm. 2 '·3 
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ll-6-44 

11-7-44 

11-8-44 

11-9-44 

repo!'ted the result o: firi:1: sc:tisfc.c ~.;or7. During 
the mo!'ning the CO visi te ·: the ~~ns • . :.t 2C55, the Jst 
Bn reported ::l Ger2:111 ::;>::.i.tro:i. l:..c~c:t se c o:?f so~c bool~y 
traps near roc.d bl~ck rro 3. 2~1d 3n - no c!l:::nge. 3rd 
Bn - r..o chr-..l':ge. Division Reserve now consists of 
the foll0wing troOJS: 
36th ..:\.IR less 2nd ar.d. 3rd .3ns; 3rd ::n 33rd .A ... l.; 3rd 
Bn 32nd AR less Co C; 703rd T:J 3n less Cos ..\. end B;_ 
23rd Armd Eng Bn less Cos A a:1c1 B; Co Co ~- 5th I.:ed bn.;. 

Road blocks and firs·t light repo~_·ts were negative. 
A house v;as hit p.ear 32nd .f...R Cl? at 0930. There were 
no casual ties. The 2nd :Jn 36th !:.I::t reported so:::1e 
s~ell fragments fallint; on tl1em in D Co area. A check 
revealed that it was probabl~r AA shells. lTo cl:.<.mge in 
position of units. During the earl··· eveni..?J.(-" pla.rie·s 
dropped pro:proganda leaflets concerning our election 
in the area o~ the road block at !.:.::.usbach. 

All units gc.ve a negat.ive re:,~ort at first light. Road 
blocks and patrols reported no activity. ITo cha."l'lge in 
units of Regiment. 1st :an 32nd A ... ~ to Div Res .and 3rd 
Bn 32nd AR to C~A. During _ the ni6ht a few shells fell 
near CP. Two men were hit slightly. Rainy most of 
the day. 

Negative reports were received from road blocks and 
_patrols. A Buzz Bomb was heard as it passed over ~t 
Bn. 36:bh AIR area shortly after· midnight. At 0815 
CO and S-3 AIR, S-3 1st Bn 36th, went to 83rd Rcn En 
and 294th Eng Bn area. Co B 36th AIR was ordered ~ 
move tomorrow night to right sector to act as Reserve 
for 298th Eng Bn who are tru~ing over road blocks. 
The com.-mmications Officer was instruce::!. b3~ CO to see 
that wire was laid direct from Co B to rlegt. CP~ when 
they arrive in new area. Also that they have a 528 
radio tied in Regt Command Net. No cha."'lge in location 
of unita:.of Regiment. Voting certificates were col
lected from each man in Regiment • 

.A.t· first light all patrols and road blocks r :~ported 
O.K. In the area of the 'lst Bn, six civilian bodies 
were f'ound and reported to S-3 at 0900. Mil Gov no
tified and preparations were made to remove t:i~em from 
the area. Co B 36th AIR moved out at 1130 to a lo
cation at 987355 to be attached to the 298th Eng Bn. 



THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• $pta'l'lttad 2Joughboys• 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 
2nd Bn 36th Airt relieved f~om line dlrri~c tae even
ing and were billeted in vicinity of ~tolberg and 
Busbach. One half track from Co D ovc:.~turned while 
coming out and two men were killed. 1st Bn 36th .·HR 
re:::2a.ined in ~b.usbach and vicinity. :Enen~r p-7-.tl·ols 
were active in the area of th~. road blocks dv.ring 
the night. 3rd Bn remained in Stolberg a."ld rec.eived 
Mortar fire and sone casualties resulted. Serv Co and 

·Hq Co, no change •. First snow fell and te~perature 
dropped considerably. 

' 
11-10-44 First light and road block reports were negative. 

There was some artillery fire dm~ing th0 night. All 
units .instruqted to chec!: vel:icles for grenades with 
rusty p~s and to replace th~I:!. if necessary. At 1000 
CO went to unit COs meeting at Division. CO called ' 
a meeting of LOs from Div Res unite at 1110 and th~ 
were instructed that (1) All Ger!!l.an traffic in Div 
Res area would cease immediately~ (2) Tr~ffic woUld 
he one way on certain roads as shown on operations 
memorandum;. No 16.(3) Platoon Leaders from lst Bn 

· 36th A.IR and lst Bn 32nd AR and 3rd :Bn 33rd ?.R in 
charge of mortars and assault gtL"lS r:ould meet LO 54-tt 
Fl" at 1300. The platoons v,rer<: alerted for a possible 
move during the afternoon. Co B 36th AI2 left the 
298th Eng Bn area a.Jld closed in lst I3n 36th AIR at 
Mausbach at 1350. 

11-ll-44 At first 'light all reports VTere negative. r.:o~tar 
and Assault Gun platoons of 1st En 32nd AR a.'!'J.d 3rd 
Bn 33rd A.r were attached to 1st Bn 36th ~~IR. Platoom 
wer~ netted.in 1st Bn radio commc.nd net. At 1300 r 
artillery LO reported enem•r · "'fehicles :noving on super· 
hic;h'.vay in vicinity of Eschweiller. .'•.rtiller:r fired 
on them but range was . too great. There was unusual 
enem;: movement reported during thi~ da7. No cht:nge 
of location of Div Res uni tz. It r::ined a.."'lcl snoi'ieo. 
during the day • ' 

11-12~44 First light reports \Vere negative from m1its and p~t 
S~J was over~ast most of the day. 1st Bn re~aineu L~ 
vicini ~.r of La us bach and maintained road blocks. 2nd · 
Bn was in v:icinit- of 3tolberg lE.der CCJ. 3rd :an 36t 
:i:'e!:lcined in Stolberg and defende·i po::itions under CC.'i. 
Hq Co and Serv Co 36th carried on usual duties. At 

1210 a few shells fell in in vicini t'.r of, Regt C~ near 
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11-13-44 

11-14-~4 

11-15-44 

'11-16-44 

cro~s roads. Div Res now cc~si~ts of: 
36th .UJ. lcs::: 2I;ld and 3rcl Il:i.:s; Co C 45th 1:ec Bn; 
3rd Jn 33rcl .. Ll.; 1st 3n 32nd A. .. tt; 703rC, T.J 3n less 
Cos A and ~; 23rd Z~g En less Cos A ~~d I> 
At firs~ li:_:ht tee~·= Y:cre no rep or~ .: of acti Yi 7-y. 
During the da:· tl:ere: ·::as some artil:..2~y f::.~e i:1 the 

~ • - - · 1 · , , • t ~ - r: t· "r-o 1.. area OI •.. aus ;~ c-. :: .. 1. ,:. _ _._ u.n~ s o:: )o ~n .. .i.. - no c...,.a.nge. 
usual duties carried on. 

At firs~ light all reports weru negative. DurinG the 
night there was some artillery cncl mortar fire in the 
Mausbach area. At lOCO the CO held a m!;etin& of the 
:;)iy Hes cor:!l:.and group and Regt Staff. The following 
officers were present: Co, :S:~ Q, ~~-3. G-3 .AIR. CO 
1st Bn 36th, CO 1st :n 32nd .:;.R, CO )rd Jn 33rd, CO 
703rd TD Bn. S-2. S-4 ~~d CO Trains • . At 1955 the 
road block ITo 2 reported that the-~ fired on wha.t later 
was determined to be a dog. Later when the7 went out 
to bring in the dog or collar, neither was there. At 
midnight the 2nd Bn lled D')t in Stolberg reported they 
had seen a five man patrol, •.vhich the-- thollbht to be 
enemy, come through their area. Later investigation 
did not con:firm this report. It rained and was very 
muddy through the day. 

All first light reports Vlere negative. lTothing else 
to sustain the reported Geruru1 patrol of previous 
perJ.oa.. All units re:::1ai::1ed unchanged during the period. 
Routine duties and cleaning ~'ld care of equipment 
carried on during the day. Cloudy most of the day. 

Road blocks and patrols gave neGative reports. During 
the night there was sooe mortar and artille~r fire. At 
0645 all units were notified that the attack would 
start today; that bombers would be over at 1000 and 
1300 (H hour). At 0800 all units notified that time 
of attack had been change -1. Bombers were no-v·1 scheduled 
for 1115 and H Hour 1245. Hq perzonnel were warned 
.to take cover during the bombing ~~d artillery barrage 
a.s preparation against a count.:;r barrage. Troops of 
Combat Command Howze were broken do~v.n into Task 
Forces. Troops of this ·co:t:llll2D.d were listed as follows: 
TF Kane · (Lt Col Kane) TF Hogan (Lt Col Hogan, comdg). 
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TF Kane conDinted of: 1st Bn 32nd ,\...1; l:Jt :an 36th 
AIR les ~3 Co 3; Plat Co B 703rd TD .in; ::: lc.t Co C 
23rd Eng 3n. 

TF Hoo!;an cor:sisted of: 3r1 Bn 33r(: ~'ll; Co B 3oth AIR; 
Plat Co B 703rd TD ~~; Plat Co C 23ri ~~g Bn. 

703rd TD En le3s Cos A a."'l.cl C <::nd two Pl"J.t:J Co B; 
23rd Eng.r Bn less Cos A ~"ld ~ and 2 plats Co C; 
Detachments of 1-lt::.int Bn accessi ole to both TF' s. 

At 1345 a large bomb, later estioated to be 1000 lbs, 
fell near the Re;;:t CP. The gti~rd reported that it was 
jettisoned from a P-38 which was o.~tc.ck .: d by an ene:nrJ 
aircraft. Due to traffic, ~t Col hcne was ~~a~le to 
to move at sched.uled time. Lt Col Hogan closed in 
assembly area at 1505. At 1735 1st ::Sn 32nd .AR closed 
in as~.;embly area. At 1910 G-3 notifiGd that the 47th 
Inf was on the outskirts of Grcs~enich. CCB had t~~· 
Werth c.nd were on the outsldrt$ of 2Ic.ste:lrath at dar~ ' 
·The l04th Inf Div on the left, had no~ b an able to 
advance as fant as units of cc:a, ti.lc!'eforc c-~ part of 
2nd :an 36th AIR was placed on le:Zt flan!: of CCB for · 1 

protection. Over 100 J?',';. s '.'!ere ta:-t~n, nine having 
been captured b~.- the 1st 3n 36th in thJ vici..."lity of 
M~usbach. Ha and Serv Co re~~ined i~ their location. 
There VIas a -frost during the ni;!1t, 

ll-17-44 At first light all road blcc::S redorts vrerc nc:ative., 
At 0810 G-3 called. to have o::e plate-on of t£:.;1l>:s r~ac;· 
to help 83rd Rcn :Sn nop up "octv;ee:::.. its previous lo- 1 

c:ttion and CC::3. Col Ho•:rze notifie ,_:_ t::c 1st :On 32nd 
A..:."'l to alert one ol' t~1eh"' nl2.too11s. \.t 1035 tl:e 47th 
Inf had t:::.2cen G-rssacnich.- ~he lst Jn 35~h sent a 
P!"l+rol to ~-1-.e 47+.a' 'n-(-' ·"'rom 7-: .. ,. ,,. ~ . ...... l, ~.,.,,, r , . ...,o· -r+-·e·' ··a c..;.u ..~... "' ~ - ~ ••• .,.. . _ • • _ .. .,., • .- ..... _~ c:.-.a. ... -. ·.,:. , -\1 ~t,.;. •· 

· evidoncu of mines n~~ ar the ro~ci.. "'.t 1350 !:t Col 
Fo~.7ler of tho 23 ··d --;ng En il~or :-,1.e':1 t:::e CC tl1at the 
Engrs ', ·ou:!.d. cle~ r:1ines in rccr of c.:n. .l.t 1530 
TF J1ills of CC13, reported heaver resiste.nc3 c.t -S<?hel ... -
pc:1seel. co instructed 1st :Bn 3oth ~un to cive one 

· pla-+ o -;~ In·:> to ~n-rr-s ~-o !'1"d 1·n cl"'"'T'1.'1rr ~1·n,.., .... ""10"""" 
\J ... ... - ~- lJ .... " \;,. '--- •. 0 -· - j,;) (,."' -·Q 

the road ; also to s e1:rl ~C!l p <-T t~{ to ~Io.s t ~nr::>. th aro c. 
anc.i. reco:;:.noi ter with vim-: of pos:Ji.;lc us :,. -;_>.;)r ·~he 
norti:r;rest of the to•:m. !~t ni;:ht, t!: :;~ . l1l.:.toon, from 
lst Jn 32nd ·hl, \Vere ta~:r: n off the clert am~ toll:. to 
'oe on tlle alert again at 08(-0 to::'.Orrm·:. 1st :Dn 36th 
ancl 1st :Bn 32r..d _\R notifiec th~.t th .: Ger~~ans · mc.~r be 
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11-18-44 

11-19-4-4 

11-20-44 

plar ... .r:in6 C:.. cou.-.,.t~l~-::.t.;;acl<: i::1 -::: -.. ~ "'v·ic:.~!:~t ·- ~ of I·:.:.:!ich. 
At 2-153 o~8 cor.::·L'..n~T o:Z 1st: En ;5-::-:. .·:.r.: ·~~d. o~:(J co::.
p:.'.ll"" of t<?..:"-1::: o:f the 32:;,d. " ' '~'-"-:·~ 2.l ·~rt ~.:; d. to lJCS :3i bl:· 
move to ·~c'he.,...,...r..,., .... c,._, !"1~_, "'S"'"' ·~.._ ,,;r ~ - ~..,,.,. '1'1.._,ey .. ,.,,...e ...., •- """..:\;,;;--a..> -- ~..1.\...i. c.;;. o.;__.L: - ~ 1'·· •-=-..:..Ve ....__ ,, __ 

pls.ce d on a two hour s.l ~rt un t:. ~ CSC.O 18 ~; o~r 4L~ ~"--:, 
thor_ on a 01:e hour :.:.lor~.; tller .~c.f~cc:~. LO f::.~o:t: lnt En 
36 .._,I.! ,\ T., TITe 'lt -'·- ~ .,. t ~,~ '::;2n 'l ·'-:> ·'- ."'\ "0 orr'~ "rl" .... e . ""l"YI"' !.I- .. '1..~-~ H .. .-, \.t'J ~'-' ,.j.;,~.; l: .. ~~ u ·'-' (_, v.,.....,c:,.;.V ;_J '-•"'-""""• 

It ~-;:ls cold .m:.. r2.in fel: durLlC oost of th: :;cried. 

.;;.t first lit:rht ~11 re)Ol'ts were ns:;£·.tive. '£:.1:.: ale~"te C. 
co:;.)3ny of 1st Jn 32l·d ;~3 was tole~ to aJ.low the I1~f, 
vrhi':;h was to go ·::i th thee, to ta!-:e t:~ eir half-tr8.cl:s 
if the,, moved. At 0753 wa:~::. was r~ccived from LO Ho 1 
t ;.. ,....;. .,J, , • -h ... '"' r-: • n ("!,.,~:'\ t 1~~.!. ··"'1 ~· 1- 1~"" • ··l"'s no .l.:;.u "'"-e .U.l.5 g:.oar.. .. Q __ J •J.L' s _,;_._ . ..L-·-··n..::::, r~.;.Q .. __ .:;.;;) 

the ":Pinple" hud b(:· en taken by the lC•~th Inf Div at 
"1620. One co~.pa.nv oi ta.l'l.ks a..'1.d o~~c co:r:rvany of Inf:::.."ltry 
of ~iv Res were placed on a one ~our alert. Socc R)2 
pla.'1.es went over at dusk. All u..vdts were noJ.;j_:fied 1-.ho 
the~r were, but warne~1 thet t~1e Ger: ~~ ~'.11S still haC. 
planes. Sev·cral b:1z·· b~:::n.bs v;·:.;re si;;htccl; traveling 
i..11 a northwesternly direction. l5t B:1 ;:i6th .diB. re
maine::: i:1. action wi tl1 C~B. A~aj c~~ ·£ousey we.s Llissi11g 
in Action e.t 12CO. Cept Smith t ,)o:: over t~1e Bn at 
that tir::e, and was in comno...'1.d tll:";;i1 Lt Col Ruosel m s 

· sent to them. At 0700 19 Nov Lt Col Russell joined 
theo. .h/ajor Tousey came in at 1700 and was evacuated. 
3rd Bn 31Sth AL~ re~1ained in CC"'.. Ser.; and Hq_ Co re,.,r-d 1.1e: 
in former pl9.ces and carried on usual duties. ':leo.tl"E r 
was clear for most of the period. 

First li.:;ht repo:~ts were :ne-.~c:.tiY~. Hq ,:; Serv Cos 36ih 
rer.ained in Div Res, cur~,ri..l'lt; on usu~.l duties. lat 3n 
was in Mausbach and did patrol ~::orl:. 2nd Bn in G·J:S 
nee.r Scher~enseel and Haste~~ath ~'1.d were consolida
ting previous gains and mopping up :::.rca. 3rd Bn 36il 
moved to Busbach. The/ still r ~ained in CCA. CO 
and S-3· ~IR went to CP ncar Tiusbc:.ch to observe the 
attack of the 47th Inf on Hill 232. 

First lizht reports were n&gative from all ~iv Res 
Units. There \Vas no change of locations of units 
of 36th .~R. Rcn Officer reco~toitered two possi0le 
routes forward for units of Div Res, to\'lard Langerwehe. 
Ee reported that there were still plenty of mines 
along the roads a.nd some artill~~t fire. It was rain~· 
nost of the day. 

-60-



THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• Srtal"htad 0oughbo1Js• 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCS * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

11-21-44 

11-22-44 

11-23-44 

11-24-44 

ll-25-44 

11-26-44 

11-27-44 

First light reports were ne~~tive. A:l units re
mained in same locations. ~he 2nd .bn 35th AI:a con
tinued to consolidate its ... osi tio~ i~ IIn.s ·';e:r..rath 
area U..""l.dcr CCB. Co A, 83rd. Rcn Bn, was ~t-:ached 
to CC Howze at 1500. T!le CO calle : 2. :::.: etini: of 
Bn Comdrs of Div E..:s at 1530. to d:.. . cuss fu.tu.:-e oper
atioij.s. Rain fell most of the; day, and the evening 
was quiet. 

.At first li3ht re:por ·r~s all we1te ne~;ative. All U."li ts 
remained in their former locations, At 1530 the 
CO cal:~ed· Bn Comdrs of the 1st and 2nd Bns 36th AIR 
to meet him at the CP to discuss future oper~tions. 
It was quiet during the entire day and the weather 
was cool. 

First light reports were negative from all units. 
CO visited each Bn to inspect messes for Thanks
giving. All ""units renained ;Ln. the s2.r:1e location. 
It rained most of the day. The Engrs would not 
permit heavy traffic on the bridge in front of the 
CP until the water receded. It was auiet in the area 
of all our units. -

At first light all reports were negative. The Regt 
remained in the same place, carrying on usual duties. 
Major Chaney took over the 2nd Bn, 36th AIR, from 
Lt Col Russell, who returned to Regt as Ex o. It 
rained most of the · da'~ • . 

First light reports were negative. f;_ll u.Yiits re!:laire d · 
in their area carrying on rehabilitation. · It raire d 
most of the day. 

First light reports negative. All units remained ·in: 
same areas. CO visited the 2nd Bn )6th AIR in the 

. morning. Ex 0 and S-3 36th AIR went on a reconnaiss anc! 
in the morning. In the afternoon the CO and S-3 visi ·
ed the CP of the 104th I1rl Div and ·~dv CP of CCA. It 
~as cool most of the day. 

First light reports told of all quiet save for a few 
shells havinz ~allen in the vicini t;.r of Breinig. All 
Units of Regt in same areas and car:!j'ing on rehabili- . 
tation and training.· CO, Ex 0 went on a reconnaissan e 
,ot area. It was cold most of the day. 
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11-28-44 

11-29-44 

11-30-44 

12-1-44 

. .A. t first lieht all repo:~ts were :1e..::at:. ve. All u:1.i ts 
of Regt reoa.:.ncd in sa.me a2"eas, ca¥·rling on rehabili
tation and training. CO lst En and ;>rd 3ns 36th .'.IR 
and CO 1st Bn 32nd .:'3 visited CP. CO went on a 
reconnaissance in the r.1or~1ing. It ~·:as clear most of 
the day. 

First li~ht -reports were negative. A scllool on 
artillery and i11fantry coordination was held for 
Regi~e:ntal Staff a~d LOs. At 0830, CO, 3A 0 and 
S-3 AIR went on a reco~1.aissance in the vicini~J of 
LangerNehe. At about 1530 a large shell fell in the 
vl.cini ty of Ua.usbach but no one was injl.J.red. There 
were quite a few of o1.:r planes active during ·the d~r. 

' First light reports we2"e nege ti ve. All md ts of the 
Div Res co:rn::1and rei!lai!lcd. in sn.me urea. Ha Co o.nd Ha 
still located at 956402 a..~d Se~v Co at Breinig. Both 
were in Di Y Res. 1st En 36th ~uR was in vicini t7 of 
Ma.usbach in the Div Res. 2nd Bn ]6th AIR L~ th'e 
vicinity of Scherpenseel, :crth c..11.d Hastenrath under 
CC ":Soudinot". 3rd Bn 36th .u::. under CC 11 Hicl:e;r" 
were in vicini t;.r of :Eks'Jach. Cni ts carried on tr<!il1-
ing a'ld ca=e of equipnent. ..i fe·.7 shells fell in th8 
vicinity of i.~ausbach duxing the earl~r eYening. It 
was mild weather for the d~~. 

Rget C~: at 956402. Fi::-st li~ht reports \':ere n.egatiYe. 
The follO\-:ir..g . units were in ·.;c-s. a~d located as :0: -::>::.T · .: 
Eq and Hq Co in vicni ty of CP. lst ::=n 36th in vicini t-.f 
of I~Iausbach. The 2ncl :n 36th v:as in Scherpen:s~el area 
under CCE while the 3rd Bn unclcr C:J..:\. w~s in B ll.sbach. 

The :~o went to Di v at nbout 0830 hou=s. ".'/hen he re
turned he had e.ll Bn a."'ld separate (!o Comdrs of CCR 
notified of a meeting to be held ~t the J..e:;t C? at 
1100 AOurs. At the meeti~z 9l~~s for future oper
ations were discusseri. At 1340 hours the CO w~s 
called to Div and whe~ he retl.u-!1-~d. c.t lt.oo he said 
that all :pla~s for the move had 'oer::!::J.. po:.;tpol-:.ed t·.-_:ent;;r 
~our hours. LOs notified their u:1.its of the ch~~ge. 
At 1600 tr.e CO isnued further instructions to all 
Comdrs of CCR at a meeting called at the CP. LO. ira 2 
and CO of Co c, 23rd 3ngr Bn, reported to S-3 after 
making a reconnaissance of the routes and area of the 
p2"eposed move. S-3 gave the route to G-3 at 2025. 
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12-3-~-4 

C-.;e11 l3y5 ~>.r..d r!!8.rch o:-dPrs we.:r(;if i %:t..;.~ :A to !11.~ Cor:d!'s. 
·.::roops of CCR we.re cgr·c i.·.pecl. :in ~hE' ~ollCU<': iitl<!i rna.T~ .. :ner: 
TF Ho·gan - 3rd E-n 33rti i).t\; 1-~t" 134 JGth :H'fie. .. (- 1 Co); 
1 plat of C<:" C 23r'l E'n<fr Bn, 1 :i?lnt" Co 5 7C3:rc1 T:J Tin. 

T~ K::>21e - 1 s t Bn 32nd ~ ( 1 Co A); 1 :pla·t. ·:jo C '23rd 
:!:n[r s~; 1 pl.::;t Co G ·ifJ3r."q. +D bat-taJ.i . p~. 

Reserve - Co A 33.r ::l ~; Co C 23rd En,ry 3n (- 2 ?lats); 
Co B 703r1 TD 8n (- 2 pl::1.ts); C.o A 63rd i:tcn En. 

First liz.ht re9orts YTere ne,::;ative. / .. t CcCO S-3 
went to CCA to coordinate tr~.ffic of this U.."'li t with 
them for the mov~ forward. /.~t lCf O CO, '3 -3 .AIR, S-2 
and aC.vance part~r went to ::Sa"'lger'.'.'cile to se ":; u~1 ":.:.:e 
:ifonva=c1. C?. Lt Col D:::-,vidson CO 738-th I-::?. :Sn brou.::ht 
the Cor:.clr of Co A and plC~.t lrlr of :~nd I'la:t Co A vthicil 
was attached to CCR to this CP. ~c~1e7 were loca.ted 
at Aachen and provisions wer8 na~A for them to be 
routed through Eschweiller and \?ei~'.'T~iller to L~'..:1gsr
wehe. Col ·navidson was 1n ~: ti"'..:t8teC. to h:1ve that nl'-'t 
at RJ at 938418 in Stolberg at 1~00 hours, ~:here. a 
guide would take it to 7eisweiller to join col~~~ of 
one of Task Forces. The CO sent ;·rord b~r LO to .~ive 
two large and one small mine e:~ploder and one tank 
dozer to Lt Col Ho~C~n and ·one small m1d one large 
mine exploder to Lt Col . Kane. The CG visited t :.:e 
Adv CP at 1400 hours. At 1355 the CO 33::-d .ft-.'l re
ported that the TDs had put out mines •;;i th the 1st 
Div. Capt .Anderson was sent to the Adv CP to notif~: 
the CO of the above. · Div was· also ·~1oti::'ied of tliese · 
mines. At 1630 hours ins"'.;ructionc ~·,e=e r-=ceived that 
the operations from Langerwehe r:er ~: ind.efinitel7 post
poned and the fonvard CP returned to Stolberg. No · 
other elements of CCR or the 36th AI2 h~~ moved dur
ing the . period. 

First light reports •.vere negative. ·:.t 09·:0 tb.e CO 
cr:1.lle::~ a meeting of all Comdrs of ·~o::bat 8oT!".nand R. 
Omaha Five called at 1030 and O.irectl?.d t :1at pr3sent 
plans concerning Langer'Nehe ope!'a ·:ion be extended eas 
to include the to··:n that was to be blocked U.""ldP.r the 
old plan (Hoven). The CO went to Div _at · l300 andre
t' .. trned to hold a conference with T? Comdrs at 1500. 
This conference concerned possible future operations. 
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12-4-44 

12-5-44 

12-6-44 

All u:1i ts of the Reet r8..J.<::.i . '.ec'. in "Gh: sc..:.mG lJcations 
and \'lith the: same units. 

First li--:ht reports Yrcrc ne ~:ative • .\-: ogcc the CO 
went to Di v and when he ~--et'.lrnec he called. a mset; ng 
of CCR unit COs o.t l?OC. Col ITowze r-:1ceivcd the 
following in:formal;ion from Div: The.t th·,· 703rd TD 
Bn le8s 2 Cos ~~d the 23rd =~g Jn less 2 cos were 
bac :: in CCE. G-3 ce.lle (l at 1245 to sa·." that the 
2nd. Dn 36th ~~I:-9.. \Vas attached to the 13th Inf, effect
iYe im.Eleuie.tely. The ·· were to act as a reserve in 
Lc.n=::crwehe area. At 132C kajar ?c.l!le:!." se~t a l!les ;:;aze 
that ehem.y aircraft was ne~r. All uni t:J of CC:2 ·1;ere 
notified to be on the alert. The 2nd Bn 36th AIR 
started ~oving at 1750 to vic:..nitV of Lzt..'rl.gervtelle to 
tc.ke up positions •• :.11 other ru1j.ts a:: tllc: ?..egt re-

-m.::.ined in s~e locations. 

, ITo acti·,rit,, re :Jorte<l at first li: l~ . .-~. ~;.t CS:OO G·-3 
called tbr.t enemy aircraft Were active OV~ ~~-~1. 
Al:!. u.."lits of c:m were notif:!.ec.'.. o~ ti:le abo-:e. ,\.t 1115 
S-3. 3rc. Bn 33rd _ AR called to S£-.7 ~.;hey woul-:d condu~t 
~ tanl: drivinc; instru.ction period during the afternoo:i.l. 
3:: 0 and S-3 ..:\.:C. went to 2nd 3n 5G-J;i! /!I"ll (}/;; 13CC to 
give the~ ~ Si t~ation, o:·crla:~. ~\.~. 1~2~ G-3 l"C:0o::.--·~cd 
25 ener::r :..urcrm:t her.<.t.:=~..o. to~m.rd .:J::!.. . il. ~Jl.O:l. All t1.2LJ. tG 
of CC:1 were notiiir;:C:. ::.t 1900 G-3 l"?.ipo::-t -::: d a colli"'lte::-
a.ttack of unl::no·;m str (.~::::;th Ll di1· e: c ·:~ion of La.ngeJ.--w~lle. 
}.Jo change in statu8 of Rc~t Cl' 1 --:-.c::tion of a.'Yl:'T cle
ment:::. 

''t Oo,..35 f'-;r,.+ 1-; .,, , ~- r '··"O..,.. .... " ,.,,..r"' l'e --., .... -;ve T~1e r.o -· _ - ""- ~ v •t...:•- ~ ... .:.· - u.~ •• \,.; - • ._,'""' ll• • - -

went to Dt v tmd 1st Bn 32nd .? at OSG•). ·-·hen he 
re ·~ru.:·ncd lw cc.lle.: a :1eetin·.·: of all LOs tiJ have J;J.Cn 
\'1ar:1:.;C:. again concerning leo.vins bi7ct'.:?.c ~ec.. unle s s 
on o::'ficial business. Some I!'.en fl"O:L'l 32nd AR had sor.e 
into mine field and had sowc cas~altiec due to neg
ligence. CO received il1for ·~ation ~t 13CC that Co A 
83rd Rcn :Sn would retuxn tc :3n con~;rol. : .. t tl1c same 
ti.::1e Ex 0 and 3-3 ~uR v1ent to Stolbcl'Z to loco.te 
billetinG space for Co A less 2 plats 738th ~ 3n 
which h~d. been <:>.t·:;ached to CC5.. · A-t. 1540 G-:5 (lio.jor 
Alexa.nd~r) called ti!at above c o; .1pc.:1~ · ·:-rould not arrive 
U.."ltil tol!lorrow but Co Comdr •:1ould !J8 in this c.ftcr::oon 
to get acq_uaintec.i. \;·i tll the si tu.2.tion. At 16;0 the 
Co Comdr repo:·te :-l to t:-:e Regt Cl for i.:.~stractions. :ro 
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~;.t C64C l'irs~ li~;ht r~po:L~ts wcr~ n : ,_ -· ~ive •. ",.t 0730 
CO ;!eld :meetinG of -~· c ::_;rcsenta.tiYes o_ al:i.. ·:..:'lits of 
c ~::r~: to diacu.as an a~~·tc..cl-;: in tl1e "T7ic:_~1i~~:r of Lenger
welle towe.rd -~:he east • .:\.t CS(:OO CO, 3-3 AI:?. ~nd LC lTo 
2 n e11t to :So..:lt;cr-.:chs tc reco1~1oi tcr 2.rs2. a.11.d locate 
bille ting spo..cc for ·t; J..~oo:ps ii conte:~platcd ::n.ove was 

-.dt"> ~ t 0930 CO -:::P.lco ..... n ·,; ~- .,,1 ,, ,.,t -::; , ... + CP t :!:!'"'-· _. -• ./o o.J" f 1~ ....... "1 c'-'·-. c -..... '-· -•- .:j" o 
sa;r his l.ll.li t v:2s noving : .nd l1:.! woul ·:: com,: b::.-..ck la.te1::. 
~a 1000 a..""'l of ficer :::'rom Co 4 733th J'JS :Sn r cporte(i ,-;)" · 
~..,_u said more space was needed in 3tolber0 to billet 
hie 1:1€11. CO sent Rcn Ufficer to r~ssist in procu:ri11.3 
more space. T~ile a± the C? the-CO coordL~ated with 
S-4 on future 61J.p::pl±es: • . • When CO returned from recom:
aissance he went to Div ~o see the ~~. ~t 1350 CO met 
all Comdrs of CCR to discuss ~11.d e::-::tend plcns :prepared 
a fe•.7 days previously. Co l3 83rd )len 3n v:as not p2.rt 
cf CC?... .A.t 1900 p}. ans were complete c.nd FO !To 6 CCR . 
was ready for distribution. Adva.rcc parties \"lere to 
start about 0900 8 Dec 44. At 20CC ~iv notified CO 
that plano \Vould be postponed one d.cy. }To change in 
location or status o~ any eler.1en.t3 o± 'the 1-:.e.siment • 

. lt first . light reports v;ere nr..:gative. At 0800 the 
CO went to the 60th Inf a.ri.d La.ngernehe area. He 
brought baclt S-3 some ch::mges thet would be made in 
FO N'o 34 of the 60th In:f. Lt r.:cEonald and Advance 
Party went to Langerwehe to establish the adv~11.ce 
CP. The Ex 0 and. S-3 AILi went on c recorL: aissance 
to for~a.rd areas with which the Cor:but Co~and 
would be concerned. They also made a rccor~1aissance 
of assembly areas for the ~~its of CC. At 1400 the 
CO held a meeting of the unit COs of the CCR to dis
cuss the proposed attaclc. FO }To ·6 CG3. was distribu
ted to the ~"lits concerned. The 2~( Jn 36th AIR re
tur~ed to their forr:1er area in the •.'i.cini tz of Scher
penseel and Rastenrath under contr~l of GC ;). The 3rd 
Bn 36th AIR remained in Bu3bach und s r c .:;A. 

Pirst light reports were negative. March orders 
were sent by LO to ~"lits concerne ·.'t . G-3 AIR called 
S-3 AIR to be SU!'e that all units co11cerned in the 
operation for the ne~::t day vtould display panels. The 
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units of CCR were notified. At lO CC: t :.:c CO went to 
Langerwehe and vicinit:,.. to chcc :-:: on ].~.:.·e::;>aratio~s for 
receiving the main ele!:.cn"' > of tht- CC which would 
start moving at 1610. In earl~r after!loon elements af 
C:P group started movi:ng, b7 infiltration, to the for
ward. C? ;-,hich was o:r;ened at 1440. At 1750 the CO 
he1d a meeting of t~e unit Condrs of the Combat 
Command to clear up last minute details of the next 
morning's at"!:ack·. At 2015 all elements of the 2nd 
Bn 36th LI~l in the Scherpenseel area undc!' CCB car:-ied 
on rehabilitation and traL~i~z. The 3nd Bn 36th AIR 
had no change. A. skeleton force of s·taff and Hq Per
sonnel rem~L~ed in the old CP to carry on with admin
istrative matters. 

At 0730 TP Kane moved some of his medi~ tank3 .to 
high ground just east and slightly north of Langerwehe 
to support b~r ~ire the attack of TF Hogan on Obergeich 
and Geich. TF .Hogen began his ad·.-ance on Obergeich at 
0745 ~Ld by 0900 Col· Hogan reported he was in Over- . 

. geich. Actually this r ~:port was in error and as soon 
.as the situation there was clarified (1130) TF Kane 

· 'Was ordered to advance .to the higl~ grou.."l.d north , of 
Geich and support the adva.."l.ce of TF Eagan into i.xeich. 
This high ground was occupied by TF Kane by 1400 
against sli<Sht ·opposition. A request was made by the· 
CO, CCR, that the 60t~ Inf Begin to move into Geich
Echtz area. Movement was begun immediately. By 1530 
TF Ho~an h::!.d cleared Obergeich and the attack was 
continued to Geich. ~he western edge of Geich was 
reached by dark but due to exposed positions, TF 
Hogan withdrew to Obergeich after dark and remained 
there during the night. In the meru1time, TF Kane 
was ordered to advance to Echtz and at 1515 move
ment began. By 1616 leading elements were in Echtz 
and by 2100 TP Kane was in com~lete control of the . 
tovm. After dark the 1st Bn .60th Inf was guided into 
town and outposted the southern portion. One conpany 
of the 2nd Bn 60th Inf assiste ~ T2 Hoban in the 
occupation of Obergeich. At 0945 a. taslc force of one 
light tank platoon, one Recon plc.t, a sq_Ua.d of ;.;ngrs 
and a mine explod3r \7ere cornnitte ,:: doYm the Lange:r.
wehe-Rothaus road to establish a ~oad block at an 
important road crossing at Rothaus. This force 
followed Co B 36th AIR which was a p~t of TF Hogan 
the greater part of the way and esta·.}lisiled the road · 
block, losing only the mine exploder. The action of 
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of the force cut off sore~ fift7 Ger:::ans besides aid
ing materiall;r in the -prote.c·tioa of the risht fl<mk 
of C!';J.. The- latter part c:: th: :!.:i · 11~ of lC .l)ec 44 
was spent b::r all forces i::1 Lrprovii1..s securi 7.y posi
tions. At appro:x:.matel:~ 2,:co CC of CC?. issue'l order;; 
fox TF Hogan, in co ::·~.ection \-Vi th 2nd :Jn 60th Inf to 
attack Geicl:l. at 08CC: 11 Dec and tl::..e::.1 to push on 
rapidly to Ech~z. At 0800 TF Xm"le was to i...'>l.itiate 
reconnaiss~~ce toward Hoven and in the event Hoven 
was not strongly held, to take it and hold it with 
part of his force. During this period the 2nd and·. 
3rd Bns 36th AIR reoained in assembly areas under 
CCB and CCA respectively·. · 

12-11-44 At 0800 TF Hogan, in connection with the 2nd En 60th 
Inf, began his attack on Geich 2nd by 0845 had securec 
the to\v.n. At 1005 TF Hogan, leaving one medium tank 
company in Geich, started moving toward Echtz with 

12 ... 12-44 

. . 

the mission of securing it. The 1st 3n 36th AIR 
was detached from T~ Hogan and assigned to TP Kane. 
The reconnaissance of TF Kane met strong resistance 
on its push toward Hoven and was unable to make pro
gress. At 0920 TP Kane was relieved of responsibil~ r 
of securing Echtz by TF Hogan and was directed to use 
entire force in attacking Hoven. Initial attacks by 
TF Kane were repulsed and at ~430 he was directed to 
secure his force in Echtz and renew the attack on 
12 Dec 44. Verr late in the afternoon the 1st Bn 
60th Inf was attached to CC?. and just before dark 

.plans were completed and orders issued for TF Kane 
to attack on 'the left with the northern nart of Hoven 
the objective: the lst Bn 60th Inf was to attack on 
the right · with the southern 1;1art of Hoven as the ob- , · 
jective. During thi$ period, the 2nd and 3rd Bns 36t: . 
AIR remained in ~ssembly areas ncar Stolberg under CCB 
and CCA. · 1 

. , I 

At 0800 the attack jumped off as outlined above and 
under cover of smoke. The In:fantrJ advanced some 
.1000 yards before the smoke lifted and resistance 
increased. SmaJ.l arms, direct ~ssa.ult gun:.-fire and 
artillery slowed the infantry advance considerably, 
but as soon as one tank could ~ave up to provide 
close support, the attack progressed and by 1020 
leading elements of TF Kane entered Eoven. These 
elements then turned south and materially helped . 1 • 

·. the advance of the let Bn 60th Inf on the right • 
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12_-13-44 

12-14-44 

12-15-44 

12-16-44 

Due to Infantrr losses Co B 83rd Rcn 3n was assigned 
from the Combat Command Reserve to the 1st Bn 36th 

. AIR as reenforcements at 1220. E:r 16C:J the village 
was secured. At 2115 CO ccrr received ~tructions 

. to relieYe the 1st Bn 60th Inf and to secure the town 
with other elemen~s of CCR. .TF Kane was assigned 
the mission of securing noven and Co B 83rd Rcn Bn 
was move~ from Echtz to Hoven. ~t the close of the 
'period the · re~ief of the 1st Bn 60th Inf was being 
accomplished by TF Rane. The 2nd ~~d 3rd Bns 36th AIR 
remained in assembly areas during the period • 

. By 0200 the relief of the 1st Bn 60th Inf had been 
completed to the extent that the presence of that 
battalion in the town·was not needed for its sec
uritY. Before davm the 1st Bn 60th Inf was with
drruv.n from Hoven. At 1225 CO CCR rec~ived instruct
ions that CCR would pro"oabl~.' be relieved from Hoven 
by the 60th Inf, and the a.:(ternoon was spent in 
makin~ plans for the relief. At 1800 the relief 
was be~~ and at the close of the period CCR was 
enroute to assembly areas in the Stolberg-llausbach 
area. The 2nd and 3rd Bns 36th AI~ remained in 
assembly areas under CCB and cc..;.. 

At 0100 all units of CC_R were reported closed in 
assembl•.• areas in Stol oer.~Jlausbach-3re::..nig. This 
day was~ spent in maintenance and c~re of equipment. 
No change in sta~~s of Regt or location of anv unit 
other than that which' ;is mentione·i 2.";-;cve. " 

:~eeting of COs in CCR '.'las held at llCO. 
trativc matters uiscussed. 703rd ~~ Bn 
A and C a.~d 23rd -~ngr Bn less Cos j, e=::-i 
attacht:U. to 8CR for ad::l:.~1istration. :~~:
CCR and 36th :'..I:i:t. carried. on main:tenc.nce 
ing during the pe:-iod. 

J~.dminis
lesa Cos 
B were 
units of 
2.1"1.d train-

:First light re;ortc of 8~ ~: 'Nere ne _:2:::;:_ ve. Cri tiq_ue 
held for units COs <:!...~d ~i-3:::; in CC~: ::.."'lcl the Gcich
Obergeich-IToven O!'\Cratio!l r;as disc:'..:.. ::e,::.. .11 units 
Of C,.,..., "'nd the -:::;,-~o•.c. ·'T~ ..,..e¥·'!:1;-n-·'' .;,., ''=-~r--.,.."ol·· ......... ~::~~ - v~\. ...... • • .; -:: -'\.-.l.\. • '-·""-·-1,;;\,l. ~- _,;;>o::> -- " ...... ---

do::Lnz tra:~.:n.n; ~'..;."1.'..:. me.intenanc~. 
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12-17-4-4 

12-18-44 

! 
12-18-44 

::::nemy :J.ircrt.1.ft we:·e active ov~:- ·the D~.·;isi ·~ :l area 
d-..u~in; t::.c (;C~rl~r . .':::.'!'Zli:lg. ll'f' l'.J(1 :-.ll C';'s i::.1 the 
:J:2.vi~io'!'l ·:;: :..~e c1:·_ -: t;ctec~ to ~: ·; tn:~·li.:: : ... ·;;:~affic co::.trol 
poi!l~G :-Zo1.., ·:;ll_ ·_;;.:.::·· :;ns:.:; uf c~_"'!_ec~~in:; for e11e:::r :,J:.:~rt?..- . 
t:coop ers. ·.1r 2i!1i:1: ~-:~1'1 n~.i:.1 t ~n~"\.nc ~.:: 0.1~:~. :"'(:·: :1e:. ":Jilit ~:
·ti·Jll ~.vel'"'e c O:"lti_!.l.:.~d O: ... -~.1: m:i tz o= c::-: .'Jl1t.~ til ::: ;G·':h 
.. U?. ::urins -~~c p~~!i"d. :~t 2':'· :;C the 703rd ::::D Jn was 
d:::·~c:cl'led f::..~o: ::. ··. :~e :::::::-<1 ::..r:::J.C: Jiv c.;1C: atte.chec: to t:C.e 
'riTI ("10.,......,"' "i""l~ -n ~~-l-,.., ';n .,...,. .... "- O..:o Cf"' ·' \ 'f!:IS • - V ..-_ V • ~J.. . L- .,/'- 1..1.6..£. ---·· .. ~\., _tJC.~ .J .!.. 'J.:.!.' c;;;. 

placed O!.: a si:::: hc:.:r alert, :::.lc-.':1.::; ~: .·itt·. t:!.w !'c:::::.inu::;r 
of ·:;']_\ for poz ai ~:,le e-:-:>.!)10::r:l.el:'t to tile ::out::J.. 2nd 
Bn 36th .:-..IR, w~de!' CC3, VTe.s pl~:.cec'.. on 2.. o::c hour 
al:::rt for }?OS si 'bl:-: ,2rn:plc\T,<m-e i:1 "tl:e event of cncm~,. 
air~orne landings. · 

Pi::c:::;t licht re::;>orts -,ye:rt: n:Js;:.·:ive. At 1720 a road 
block of TF ;~:z....'l.e fireG. on a ve::.icle and \-:ou.nc.~cd the 
drivar when he disregarded the ~~rds chal:;_ence. ·rhc 
driver was lat<.:=:r identified ~.s frie~1C.ly. 3ncny air
craft were .::.ctive during the morning. At 1300 3:x: 0 
~nd. S-3 ~u:t visited CC.A. to zct de-:::-~ils of CC).'s move
ment pl<'nG. CC.: .. w!1icl1 i11clull~d ::Jr..:1 :h 36th, was de
tached fron the 3r~ .Arnd Jiv eflectivc c.t 1200 and 
attached to V Corvs. gove:;:ent to the vicinity of· 
Eupe::.1, 2clgium :)e;an at 1730. CCR c..:.~cl CCB (2nd En 
36th AI!l) con ·~ im;wd. to mc.int.:!in road blocka and 
patrols and to cond-~.•.ct tro.inin ;.: a..'l.cl ;;:~intenance 
tllrot'!.Ghout the period. 

Firct lizht report a In cc::. .,.;ere ~·-.c :::;.at-i.vc. At 1240 
CCR v;~s placed o::1 a tb:ree hour alert for posr:i'ble 
em}!lo•·:r.ent to tl:.e south, <iue to enemy penetr2.tions. 
At 1700 movement orders were received di:-ecting COR 
to move 'behi.."ld Div IIq_s to the vicini t:: of Hotton, 
Belgium. Route of march: J.achen, Verviers, :Bol!lal, . 
Barvaux to Hotton, 3elgiu.m ( 369680). Head of col11.u-m. 
crossed I? at Stolberg at 1810 • . :::he entire CC.A. 
less Co A 738th ~ Bn, to include trains, moved and 
at the close of the period were prozressing satis- , 
factorily toward destination. CCA, of which the 3rd . 
Bn 36th AIR was part, reDnined att:~ched to V Corps 1 

throughout the period. ..:\.t 1030 CCD which 2!ld .Bn 36th 
was part, was detached fron the 3rd ~trmd Jiv and ' 
attached to the V Corps. Eover:tent to asGembly posi., : 
tions, vicini t-; of Theux, began at 1315 and c-losed 
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at 1700 at which tiLJ.e CCE was deta·~ :~.:d fror1 7 Corps 
a11d attached to XVIII Corps ( ~q ipbo:L'~!e). 

12-20-44 The head of CC~-: arrived. a-;; Hotto1: a-t 0855 .. Immediate
ly upon arrival, 3rd 3n 3?rd AR less Co C; 1st Bn 
32nd AR less Cos ; ... ::.::.d G and 54-th F,·, 3n ~;·rerc de
tached from CC:-: and a ·: tached to the 83rcl .2.cn Bn to 
be used by tl1~t uhi t for recon.."'laissa.nce i::::1 force. 
U~:!i ts rer:a:.ned under CCR were 36th ALB. less 2nd and 
3rd Bns; Cps A and G, 32nd -~~, Co C 33rd llli; Co C 
23rd Ener En. CCR was organized into T? Orr con
sistine of 1st :Sri 36tl: AIR less Co 3, Cos A and G 

. 32nd ~iR ru:d a reserve force of Co C 33rd _ta, Co B 36th 
AIR and Co C 23rd 3ng Bn. CCR received orders to 
move toward Erzee (450905) and movement of the Combat 
Command (trains and rear Hqs personnel ~ho were left 
in Hatton) began at 1430. · The CC assembled with Hqs 
and Reserve in Soy (415898) and T? Orr in "Erzce and 
received orders to remain there during the night. At 
212o orders were received from 3rd Ar~d Div to move 
1st Bn,36th less Co B to Samree (505815) to reen
force eleDents of the ~3rd Rcn Dn there and at the 
close of the period the 1st En 35th minus Co B were . 
enrou·~e to there. The remaindGr of the CC established 
sec"'..!!'i ty outpots and road blocks and conducted p'?.trols 
throug:!out the night~ CCA of whi9h the 3rd Bn was a 

· part, remained attached to the V Corps. CCB which 
··, the 2nd Bn 36th was part, l:1unchei an attack at 0830 

to the south toward L' .Ambleve River. Enemy s i tua
tion unknown. TF McGeorge, containing 2nd Bn Hq 
and Hq Co ~d D Co 36th , was almost immediately· 
held. up b;r a road block. TF Jordon with F Co 36th 
made Cl>ntact with the enemy but pt·.shed on to occupy 
a good position to ovenvatch the valley to their left. 
TF Lovelady with E Co 36th made excellent progress 
and at 1415 ran into SP guns, infan.tr-i mounted in 
half tracks and several medium artillerJ pieces and 
practically wiped ~he enemy column out. The score 
was: 2 75 AT guns ·. 5 trucks; one 155mm towed gun, 
one 155mm SP gun and tv;o volkswagons. 

12-21-44 At 0310 Operations Instructions No 1, 3rd Armd Div, 
whic..'l. gave CCR the mission of follo·.7ing enroute :md 
being prepared-to support the 83rd Acn Bn, were re
ceived. During the early morning ever:rthing was quiet. 
At 0430 the CO Hq Co 36th AIR reported hearing enemy 
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12.·21 Cord, vehicles south of Hatton, o.nd a :.JC.t:-ol from B Co 

36th reported being fired o·- ":;y ·:1:: -..t t::.ey believed to 
be Germans in Jl""erican vel:.i~les fran t:1c vici:n.ity of 
Wy (420881). At 0800 CO H~ Co 36th r~ported that 
Hatton, the tm·m \':ere he was, was under attack by 
the Ger.:tans. At 0855 Col Howze renorted. to Div that 
a column of ene:m,~! tan};:~' fi::'teen mir.:::..tes long' was 
moving north to Hot-:on-So~r. road. and the:1 turning west 
to~ard Hatton. Div changed the ~ission of CCR until 
this could be cleared up. Throu_;hout the morning 
~otton was at~~cked b~ the enemy t2ru:s a~d Infant:7 
but the "town was successf'u.lly hsld b~r tr:2ins and 
Hqs personnel there. By 0900 C~~ had initiated 
action with force in Soy ag:1inst the eneny column 
attacking Hatton, and by ll25 one platoo~ of med 
tanks, one platoon of in=~~try a~d one platoon of 
light tanks had work~·l their way from Soy north 
and into Hatton and ~ere ~clpL~g to stabilize the 
situation there. At 1310 Co CC-=:. was informed by 
Div that ele:::1ents of the 8L~th In::- 2:>iv \~TOuld approach 

.Hatton from the southwest and would relieve our forces 
there, but b:r the end of the period onl~~ o:.1e depleted 
platoon from th~t unit had made contact and it had 

., instructions to stay south of the river and 1:::ne'.7 no-
thing about the reat of the u.~i t. .Contin-...:ed progress 
was r:1.ade butpressure increased througl:out the day in 

. Hatton and on the Hatton-Soy road ~~d at the end of 
. the period, one of the forces sent from Soy to RotiD n 
. along the road had ~de little proe;ress. :Plans v1ere 

made for movement of CCR~to Grc.."!.dr-~enil (520900) 
when force in Hatton was relieved, but the mission 
·of CCR was to hold Hatton and Soy at all costs 1111til 
.relieved. · 

CC.A with .the 3rd :tb .. 36th as part was now under control 
of 3rd .U'md DiY and moved to the vicini~.· of Herbrow.y 
Belgium to assist in blocking further German penetra
tion from the west and the north. 3rd En 32nd :\R, wit_ .. 

· I Co under direct Div Control, took up defenses of ~ 
crossroads at P-576852 .and the surrounding area. The · 
bal~~ce of CCA moved to karche. 
CCB, of which 2nd Bn 36th was part, remained under 
the rviii Corps (Airborne) with whom the~.r were attacl: 
TF McGeorge was held up short of Le Gleize. Tf Jorda.I... . 

. held his original position, while TF Lovelady att~cked 
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J%,.-41 c~n+ . to the east and joined 117th Inf of thn 3Cth Inf 

Division. 

TF Orr, of which 1st Dn 36th less Co B was part, 
operate.:. under the 83rd !ten 3n a.'l1d attaclced toward 
Sam:ree. 

12-22-44 At 0445 CO CCR retur:1.ed fran Div <md i·-; sued orders 
for an attack at agee, this date. Loc2.ted in the 
vicini t7 of :Oeffe ( 424852) was T:' z.::o ~a::.: ':;ll.o was 
assi~ed to CCR.. Grou:pment of troops: TP noga..'l1 -

.: . 

3rd Bn 33rd AR less 2 Cos; 1 Co 83rd Rcn 3n; 1 Batr~r 
54th AFA Bn;" TF Eize - located in Joy had Co G 32nd 
AR; Co C 33rd AR less 1 plat; 1 Plat Co B 36th AIR; 
1 squad Go C 2~,rd Armd Engrs. T3' .Smithers, located 
in Hatton; 1 plat CoG 32nd ~~; 1 pl~t CoB 36th AIR; · 

. 1 Plat Co C 33rd AR. · . . 
Mission of CCR in the attack was to clear Soy-Hatton 
Beffe area. TF Mize to attn.C'k southwest from .So-v 
tow~d Ham:pteau and drop off a road. 1)lock at 405.587; 
TF Eagan to attack northwest from ~effe and. cont!J.ct 
road block of ·-rF :t!i ze. T~, Sm.i thers to hold Hot ton and 

.. to sunnort attack b·r fire. 8'=ir:i FA 3n 71as in direct 
BU:p:!)ort • lst ~n si 7th Para Inf Dn a.ttached f:.."lcl co 
:r.e:ported to CP at C730. CO CCR informed him he would 
commit his battalion as soon as it ar:,·iv2d. The 
attack of TF Mize jumped off at 090C but :progressed 
slowly throughout the da.·r, due to s~e-11 arns, nnti
tank anc1 artillery fire. TF :!oz ':>.n 3.t the south edGe 
of Beffe met intense opposition. .::\t 1130 T? Ho e: ~'>l 
beg::m receiving serious counter-c.ttr.c1;:s and at 1250 
was directed to hold .,,.here he was until So-r-Tiotton 
Situation was c·leared ar..d he could be sent hel-o. At 
1230 Co B 643rd T~ Bn was attacned to C8~ but had not 
arrived. At 1345 T? Hogan drew bac:: to L.arcour~.y 
(4'39818) for better defensive :position. He rcJOrted 
his gas very· low and continuous ene~~· ~ressure. CO 

·;issued orders to CO Para Inf - "~our objec-:ive is 
Botton. You .ar8 to take ·Hatton, secu=·e it, c-..nd then · 
attack south. I will arrange FO' s thra1l.£fl artiller;j 
LO and . . I hope to be able to .a;ive ~rou a com:pan:l' of 
medium tanks before ;;rou depart. \.t-':~.ck at 1700.~ 
1st Bn 51 7th 'Para Inf Bn and Co B 7~~~:rd TD Bn arrived 
at 1615. Para Inf 3n launched at-tac~;: at 1750 but 
:progressed slO\Vl'· due to strong ene:s~· resistsnce a..'>l.d 
.• 

_'7')_ 
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dif:ficul t t~r:raL"'l. B:.- 2COC the attacl: h::-,d just about 
!3-co:pped and CC cc·:: sent for CO :: ara In:: Bn to :aect 
him at CP. J .. t 2100 reports were re:ccive(! th2.t :iotton 
\7US being attacked b" .· o.n. estimated. co::pc~:r cf I::f2.:~tr;; · 
but force there bcliev~d th:::,, caul :·: hold if P~:ra I!l..f 
would hurry. ,1.t 2255 CO a·~r .. /sse.::. t=.:c i::,rm:· -~::l~cc of 
clearing \l.P the Hot·~ol:-Soy situation d'..u~in;:; th·:.: night. 
Plat of medi~ t2.nl:s cntl 5 lf2 ton -G:r.'ucks :.:e-r-e uttr>..ch~Ci. 
.to CO Pr>..ra Inf ·a."l.d pl:.;:.:'ls dray;n 1.1.~) to sc!lcl one co:::n.:;>any 
Para Inf, tl:.e t2.:.."Jw an.d 1/2 · ton .tr .-:.c :::.s inJ~Jo Eo ~ -:;on by 
flanking to the no:~tl:J.., wh:.le th . rc1::.:::inclGr of the ?s.ra. 
Illf Tin c,ttac!·:ed do··.n the So·~-:-ro-G·~o:!.l road. ~he r?c:~iod 
en. c.~ '"d ,, . .; +;-, ~; -n.:.l .,.,~~e""''r"'+..; o:;,s -f'-.-.~ · -~.1;s ·.·.-"'.,..., .. ,·~•er be.;,,r.-

- ""- u-- -•--""'"" !"'- :~~ - '..1 ..... ..,_ -'-' _ , _ _. -~•l...: ..... v ..J..,..:.~ 

made. 3rd ~n 36th :\.IR, less Co I, vu:r;. atJ;acae::~. to 
TF ::Joan CCJ. unC.. du:.:i:.~ th•.: dc7 too:: :i! ::'.rt in c.11 ~~t-;; ::.de 
to cut the I::a:cche-_;jastocne roa.cl 2.!1•:. :st<:>.blished vitc.l 
road bloc!·:s i.'l'l that area. Co I ~;5-:;11 ~IR wc.s a.ttac~ccl 
·~o TF Richardson, C·J.A., 2.11d. noved to vi'ci!lj.t:r of :=rezee 
pre:pare •l to assist C8:\ in the ~7c~"';; o:::' cne~:·:.r p<2:~etra
tions. 
TF Jord.on sectu.~ed the tow::.~ of Rot1.;..'.t. ·:::he: bul:: of the 

. enemy ar::J.or w~r;, ':iit~c~r:.w,-r.. to the ec.;:t, but T? ~~c:·:Jorg 
cut the enem"!! s rou.J.;es of esco.ne. T:.:.(; Inirmt:~~· :lOve d. 
iD. and cJ.eaned .out S:toumont. ~(Cc~) 

TF Orr met hQ=..V1J resistance du::. ill13 -~: ~e day in an 
attempt to tc.ke Docl:~1n:ps (49,~838), \'FC.S unsuccessful, 
and by the close of the ~eriod had f2llen back to and 
secured Amoniues (443874). 

At 0455 the rJ.aneuvering force oi tc..."'l~~s and !?::-.r:?. Inf 
had work0d their \Vay from So:t o.nd ·,-:ere in Ho~cton but 
met consid . rabJ:e on:>o.si tion \7hen. c.tter.1pti:1s to noYe 
east toward Soy. ~he remainder of ·~l~.c rex~ Inf Bn 
atte!:pting to at··~ack west tow~.rd Ho·(;ton alonG the · 
road, were held up by smill arms anti-tank and artill 
ery f·ire. One Plat from the 509th Pc.ra Inf Bn arrive
at 1755 and was attached to the 517th Para I!l..f 3n in 
be used by the force attacking from Joy. At the clcs · 
of. the :period, both the forces in EotJ.;on and the far c 
attacking from Soy were attemptinc to ~ru~e contact, but 
neither attack was gain; ..-:ell due to considera.'Jle e~ ...... y 
oppo:::i tion. Throughout the period TI' Eot32.:1 rel::.ained 
in 11arcouray, badl·~ in need of medicC~.l sup-rlies o.n.d 
gasoline. During the morning, medic~l supplies were 
fire to him by artiller;." but wer'.; ru.ined •. An atte::1pt 

. in the afternoon to drop S":!.:p:plies by airplane failed 
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when they n.issed tee tm·.r!l. ~~in :· ~ the p ·~ rio:.~ Co B 
36th AIR (less one pl :::-.t i::l ~:rot· ; on) '.""!~ . .:: relieved from 
CC~ and rever~ed to T? a~~, 1st :r. 36th AIR, w~o was 
heavil"T enge.&.;ed ti1rou.·-:·.out the da"· in the Yicinity 
of ,~.:: .~.enines. 7"? Do2.!1, which included th'". 3rd 3n . 
36th :,_rR minus Co I. was r?lieved fro::t the 3rd Armd 
Div and o_pe~ated di:::.·::'ctl.'· u..l"l.der the 84th Inf Div. 
T? Hichardso:r.~ whicl: inclv .. ded Co I 36th, remained 
in the vicin:..-c~r of ::: zeree t:lro~.lthout the period. · 

CC3, whic:b.. the 2ntl :?.n 36th J .. IR was pi::>.rt, continued to 
operat~ under V Corps. f'l-:-:'1 J or .:ion lr:t~J.."lched an attack 
east toward La Gleize -::"Ti th the 119th Inf RCT. At 
0900 TF .McGeorge 1-:u.."lched ·?.n ~~ttacl~ but was un::ble 
to advance. TF Jordon made contact b7 patrols ·:1ith 
TF KcGeorge, however. - · · 

At 0200 in3tructions were rece~ved from 3rd Armd Div 
to discontin~1e attacks un.til 0815 :md at that ti.rn.e 
attack with full foree from Soy toward :Iotton along 
the road, and from Hatton toward So~.r. ~he attack 
j~-ped o:!:f at 0815 and b•r 1125 the two forces had 
made contact and. be ga.n to· outpost the S:)~.r-Hotton 
road. At 1320 Co . A 628th ~D En arrived in area as 
a part of CCP.. .:i..t 1030 the CG 3rd ;\.r!!lC. Div visited 
CCR' s CP and issued a."l order for the 290th CT to .re
lieve CCR in the So,_r-Hotton area. .:':.rra::1geme!1.ts far 
this relief, to include recon."'1.aisn8Ilce ()f th~ area, 
by the COs of CCR and 290th CT was completed, but due 
to a change in orders the relief '."78.3 not :JW.d..e •. . At 
1600 290th Inf CT ·was attached to CGR an<l CO CCR 
issued orders for 290th CT to at-'::aclc south as soon 
as closed with mission of seiz:in; hi;;h ~round soutl1. 
of So:r-F!otton road ( cenP.ral li:1e 400870) and- estab
lishing a strollf defe!l.se position there. · _ Arr~"lg,e:nents 
made for at~.;acbmenta of J:D' s, Tan1:s and for necessa..ry· 
wire and mi~es .for defenses. 29Cth Inf was directed 
to nush out recom1aissaince at once. Due to one Bn 
of the 290th Inf get ·cinc lost, the att::!ck di;l not be
gin U.."ltil 2330. ,•_t the clooe of t~1e 1_)8::-iod the attack 
vras still !)ror.::ressing slm7l·~ "':lit' t':70 Ens of 2SOth 
Inf CT co.ttac!~in:- a. ::,r<:; as t. Thro:.;. "hou t the n criod T? 
Ho:'~::.n rr::::.?.ined in l'1larcoura7 still b::?.dl~" in- :n:ed of 
g2.soline <.~nd other su:!nlies. L.11 .::~ten.pt to dro~ 
Si.:rpl)lies in the aft ·· rnoon a.r:ain f ::.il8d. 
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12-25-44 

TF Jordon in CCB with F Co 36th .A.I::I. secuxed :i:Jc.. Gleize. 
Losses in enemy equipment 1;:ere heav~r. 26 Panth~r 
tanks, 35 half trc.cks and 4 SP arti_ler;; :pieces 
had been destroyed. In ~ddition, a:p:prox~ately 300 
American soldiers wer~ released from Ge~an ca~tivity 

CCA' s roa-=. block at Gr2lld.menil was forced to wi thdra.w 
1lll.der :pressu.-" of a stront; e:1em~r· force, but :prevented 
the enemy fran :penetr~ti~g to the north and west. 
The 3rd Bn 289th RCT succeeded in blocking the road 
leading northw~st from Grandoenil. TF Doan (3rd 3n 
36th less Co I) continued to hold :positions against 
strong er..'?.my :pres suxe. TP Richardson (Co I 36th ALl) 
re~ained in :position in vicL~ity of Ezer~e. 
TF Orr (lst Bn 36th AIR) continued ~o hold his :posi.,. 
tion in v~cinity of Amenines against strong enemy 
:pressure. · 

Throughout 'the early mornin.:; and on up to noon the 
two Bns of the 290th Inf continued to attack ·but 
progress was slow. Information was scarce due to · 

. Poor co~~ications and what infor~ation there was 
was frequently in error. At 1245 CO CCR called for 
CO Para Inf Bn ·and informed him he '::as to be co::n-
mi tted on the right a"'ld that ·th.8 objective must be 
ta.::en, as we were facing a major Ger!!'.an attack. At 
1430 lst 3n 517rh Para nn la~"'lched attack in the 
right Z"'1e· and at the sa.ue tii!l.e Co r 290th Inf svrgng 
around from Hatton through Hanpteau and a~Jro~phed 
high GTOu.:ld f:rom the west. ;"t 1700 the HQtton bridge 
was :prepared for de:aoli tion a..~d C~:pt .Anderson in
structed to blow. bridge onl~r on o!'der of C§-, 3rd 
Arm.d Div, or on hi a ·a1:n1 initiative in case of emerg
enc~r; the attack i~ both zones ~·: as continuing at th~ 
close of the perio9. witll some troops on both object
ives but neither cleared conpletel~t nor o::.~-:S~ized. 
:Fla.~s to su~:pl~r TF lio:;2n in i.:arcoui~ay b::· air com
pleted durir~ the early :pert oi the period, but at 
1000 a mes3age wac receive ·.~ from CG TF Hogan that 
supplies not be dropped since it was impossible to 
get vehicles out of marcouray. At 1630 TF Hogan sent 
a message that his force was o~t of communication wi 1 
CCR. TF Orr, lst Bn 36th ~I~, continued to occupy 
-~on:!.nes, maintain road blocks and conduct :patrols. 
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C83 was ord~re·i to asse::1bl":' at S:pc., ~elf;i'..ll:l end upon 
arrive.l bec::>..rn.e Reserve of tl:.3 )tYIIICorps. :2.cserve 
was sho:::-t -lived ru:d o:-ders ·:1.;re rcc!3i.-;c!:.. to "'1:::'oceed 
at once to t:1e Gr-·' .. l1d:J.enil c.,r':)a to :-co :-cu:py t~1e lost 
grou.""'ld. ::.t 14;C, just as the att::.ck plc.:1 ·:.-as com.,. 
:pleted. the . ::?"1' m1s bon bed e.n::l straf::'c0. 1r fri::::"ldly 
P-38's. 36 e~:.liste1 mel"!. ~d three C:.:icers '\;ere 
killed. 

By 0445 bat:1 objectives were reportc .:. as ';;e.ken but 
de!enscs on neither were p:::-operly set up, anQ the 
two battalions of the 290t~ Inf were not tied in. 
The re::n.ainder of the period. was s:pe.:t in organi-

. zing defense~, layin_s .,.,ire and mines and establish
ing· communicat~ons. rtelief of the 1st En 517th Para 
Bn was begun late in the morninG and ~t LCOO this 
Bn was relieved and detached from cc~. At 0505 one 
O~ficel' and 18 enlisted. men from 1£:!' Eo:sn..."l m-rived 
at oux front lines and b:.· C' 920 the bulk of T:::' :-Ioga."l 
had arrived safel:-:. Lt Col TioGo.n ar:-ived hi.::tself 
at the CP cc::., at 1420. TF Hogan wu.s c.s=::c::.tble ··l in 
Barvau.""t:. TF Orr (1st Bn 36th AIR) rcuained in .::..menim s 
out of contact v1iti1 the e~er:!7t e::cept for eneny patrols 
and artillery fire. Throug:::.out the period plans were 
being worked on for the relief of ele~en~s of CGR le8s 
290th Inf Regt who would remain in position by CCE • 

.. During the night of the ~6th Dec 44, one Battalion 
·of the 25th SS "Parizer Grenadier Regi!:.cnt with re
inforcements of the l~th SS Panzer Division, infil
trated through the gap between the 1st and 2nd Bns 
of the 289th RCT [who were attached to CCA) in an 
attempt to capture Sadzot • 
. In the meantim~, CCB (2nd Bh 3.6th AL~), temporarily 
under the command of CCA~ regained the to\v.n of Gra"ld
menil on the night of the 26th and th~ 3rd 3n 289th 
Inf RCT had taken up :positions in and around the town 
to prevent enemy a.."'"IIl.ored :penetrations. riiajor Dunn, 
2nd Bn 36th AIR became a casualty. :r.:ajor Tousey 
assumed command. 

Little enemy e..cti~:i ·:;~~ l'lO..S rcportcl durin;: t::c mornir..,s. 
Pl~s wer.e completed by 0900 !or the relle£ o! CCR. 
in t!le Soy-Fotton e.rtJ~ br CCB llr.d at 1130 t~!e Commar...d 
GrouD, CCR, left 3oy for Weris ( 430942..) nrri.ving -::1ere 
at 1150. 13~r 1700 o.ll elemen-ts o:: CC ·. ~ce~t 1st :2n 3Gt:: 
AD, sti::!.l in ~;.mo~e:"lcs e~::p :..: cti.:1;; to "Jt. rel~eved on 28 
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Dec 44 had close•l in E!.H$ ~·111i ·, J.~C" ~·.rn n. ~.s t'oJ.~.:) r ~-::: 

Hq & Hq Co 36th ~IR in We~iS; 3rd ~n 33rd AR in 
Barvaux and 2~1(1 Bn 3~ AA tll MervU/e.s (4394)' -
Tournans ( 4397). B~r this time all !:tl.Sce..lJ..a.ne~'i.l$ 
A.ttA.ch'3lents of Tank· D~stroy~rs, Inf;\ntY'Y, Tanks 
and so fort!1 hed. been relieved :i~~ou attac.hed. ·~o 
CCR and Co C 23rd Lrmc1 Ent;;r Bn ha.d t'ev'erle&. to 
Bn control. A Force to~s:!.Stil1g' of C Co 32no A.R 
B Cn 36th AIJ'l enC. r:-. platoon of Co C 3:-rd AR was 
sent 'b1 CCR. to Adelreux ( 365895) Where. {'J:J; Ald&S i;o 
I'rep~re to oGOJ:rri and prepare defensive positions 
just north of Hatton in case en enemy breakthrough 
in that area. During "the .afternoon the forces of 
CCR in Hatton were relieved by elene!lts of CCB. and 
Bn 36th AIR remained und~r CCB in the rear of the 
fro~t lines in Hotton-Sov area. 3rd Bn 36th AIR 
remained under CCA. During this period CCA re
g;rouped and conducted mai:.ttenance and rehabili
tation •• 

At ·OSOO 1st Bn 36th AIR was relieved from .Amonines 
and asse::1bler:l. in the vici!lit~~ of 1~erville tp1d Tour. 
OCR reorganized as follows: TF K.~e - Rq & Hq C0 
32nd AR; Co D 32nd AR; Co A 36th AIR; Plat Co A, 32nd 
AR. TF Orr - 1st Bn 36th AI?. (Cos A & B not incl) Co 
H 33rd .AR; Plat Co C 33rd .AR. TF Mize (in ~elreux) 
Co G 32nd .AR; CQ B 36th AIR and Plat Co C 33rd AR. 
Reserve - H~ & Hq Co 36th AIR; Co C 33rd AR; less 
twc:platoons; Co. A 32nd AR less ~No plats, and 3rd 
Bn 33rd AR less G, H and C Cos. A force of five 
medium tanks (total strength of Co G 33rd AR) was 
sent to Division CP. Throu~hout the da;r u.."li. ts of 
CCR were kept on alert for possible er.:ployment agains v 

enemy breakthrough in CCA sector where the enemy was 
very active and had made some infiltrations. 2nd Bn 
36th AIR remained ~der CC:B and conducte<l patrols 
beyond ou:r front lines in S.oy-Hotton area. 3rd J3H. 
36th AIR remained under CCA. -

During the period all units of OCR remained in same 
assembly area and positions .as of 28 Dec 44. The 
forces at Melr~ continued to improve prepared 
positions. TF Kane remained on a one hour alert for 
employment against the ene~~r penetrations and the re
mainder of the force stayed on a~: two hour alert. Recc. .:fi· 
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aissa.'1.ce was Ir.ade of the ne";: <:~ ssel:'l'nl~r n.r~a:J "i>" :3.11 . 
battalions. This was in the vicin:i.·iJ · · of Tr~ r·:vasne ( 
( 305078) and at 2200 hours CC:~ I1llblished a mOV"!~ent 
order fo.r 'rtovement of the force at 0900 3C Dec 44. 

At 09GO leading elem~nts of CC~ ~oved from Weris and 
bv 1530 all troons had closed: in a new asse~bl~r area 
vii th CCR' s CP in- Terwagne. TF Orr in Terwagne.; TF 
Kane in hlelreux was relieved of the responsibility 
in that locali~r and elements of that force reverted 
to their respective battalions a.'l'ld closed in ne•.v 
areas by 1530. Road blocks were established and 
natrols conducted in the n~w areas a.'1.d at the close 
of the period, _all was quiet. CCA (3rd Bn 36th) was 
relieved from its defensive resnonsibilities ~~d 
during the period, thev, too, ciosed in new assembly 
areas in Warzee (3608) area. 2nd Bn 36th AIR remained 
under CCB behind the front lines in the Soy-Hatton · 
area.. 

During this period, CCR remained in 3.ssenbly areas as 
of the 30th Dec 44. At 0800 the 628th TD Bn was attach
ed to CCR and billeted in the Abee (3111) area. All 
Task Forces conducted patrols ana m~int~ined road 
blocks throughout the period. CCB (2nd Bn 36th) was 
relieved from the Soy-Hotton area and closed in assem
bly areas southwest of Terwagne. CCA 3nd Bn 36th re
mained in the same assembly areas conducting mainten-

. ance and:· rehabilitation. 

Security p~trolling continued throughout the night 
and at first light the situation was reported to be 
quiet. At 1130 word was received that all troops 
west of the north~south road leading through T~rwagne 
would move east of that road, also the 330th Inf less 
two Bns of the 83rd Div was attached and would be 
billeted in our area. Ar~ange~ents were made to 
move elements of Hogan and Orr, who were west of 
the new boundarv line. The billetina narties of the 
336th Inf arrived and were assigned-an area. By 2100 
the 330th Inf had closed. Security patrolling con
tinued after the hOurs of darkness. At 1745 FO No 20 
3rd Armd Div was received and reco~'1aissance was ·made 
i'or a move to the southeast. The 1st Bn 3.6th AIR was 
attached to OCR and was assembled in the Terwagne area. 
All companies under Battalion control. 2nd Bn 36th 
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AIR vras attached to CCB :;nd. '.7~3 ~s 1""L;Jled at Les 
Avins, Belgium. 3rd B!'l 3,.- - ~h AI?. wc.f; attached to 
CCA and was assembled in th~;! -.,ricini t~r of We.rzee. 
All coopanies were under ba.t~nlion c.o!ltrol. 

Patrollin.<r continU .. ' !~. thr-::mD"hout t~e ni .--:ht ?..nd at 
first light all was reported qui~t. At 03 7 0 bill
eting parties left for the new ~rea and ct 1230 
:moveoent to the new area commenc ~ d. The e::tire dav 
was cons-:..uned in movine ~he Ccrnb;:-.t Con":l.a.nd, due to ·· 
traffic congestion on the ro Qds. The e~tire ~ombat 
Comoand was concentr~ted in the area around rerrieres 
at this time. 

· The 2nd En was located north of Vau:c Chaven."'le ru1d 
Gra."l'l.dmenil. The Bn moved. to a...Yl as se::!!bl~r area behind 
the 83rd IM Div and was not in contact with the . . 
enemy. Plans were m~.de to attack with the 1st Bp.. 
33rd AR at daylight, 3 Jan 45. The 3rd Bn 36th AIR 
moved from Warzee to Habiemont, ~elgium, and had o~ 
company attached to TF N. The rer::ainder of the Bn 
was in TF X. 

The si tu.~.tion remainc d quiet throughout the night and 
at 1215 the tl.dva.?J.ce CP moved to the vicinity of "i/er
J:~oment. At 1505 TF Hogan was for.:1ed and alerted for 
movement. Movement sta.rted and at 2215 TF Hogan had 
closed in· Au Hetre area. TF Hogan consisted of the 
folloYr::.ng troops: 3rd ·:n :J3rd ·,:a; 1st Bn 330th Inf; 
1 Flat Co B 23rd Eng, and ane plat po B 703rd TD Bn. 
At 2036 verbal ord~rs were received from Division to 
move TF Kane at 0700 4 Jan 45 to the vicinity of 
Bergifaz. The Inf attache~ to this TF was lst Bn 
36th AIR. The Inf was to seiz the nose at 606922 and 
hold it until the passage of CCA to the south, at 
which time TP Kane was to reassemble in a new area. 
Col Kane and· Col Orr were called to the -CP and were 
issued orders for the operation. Composition of TF 
Kane at this time was as follows: lst3n 32nd AR; lst 
Bn 36th AIR; 1 Plat Co B 23rd Eng, and one Plat C~ B 
703rd TD Bn. 
The 2nd Bn was located 1000 yards ~outheast of Va~~ 
Chavanne. The Bn rltack was held up bv a "!:"cad block, 
small arms and mortar fire and they outposted there 
for the night. The 3rd Bn had no change in attachment-. 
This Bn was located south of Foret, Belgium and Co H 
had captured Floret. Co I was with TF Y and had ad
vanced to 602918. 
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rro actiYi~.r wan r ~ )o::·"';ed ct":.::"~·.:· :}: 
T::S: r:::me moved ou~ :'l.s sche > .. tled ~~1 ~. 

ri ·:;:ht. At 0700 
"- ·"'a~::; +~" , .... lc:t ..., ~ J ._. 'I.J"'"- · - -

Jn 36th AIR :-cporte~ th::.:t t:1e ··; :> ::- · ·.-.;io!: h ·-:-<.1.. st:.1rtc .'~. 
At 1C30 th:.~ ls~ Bn he.d !3.c1.Y8.nced 5CC ~rsrds enco~mter
i::.'l;· o:p:::-csi tion. ~\.t 111:-0 hr:'.lrs t~,_P. · ~7'~re o:1 tl:.~ obje:t
iv?.. T>e 1st Bn 32:-:d .2 clr)Sed ~-~J;o ~:crgifaz at 
1200 and was ordered to re:;nai!l tl"l.el1 e. ~!le 1st En 
36th AIR was ordered to continue to ho:::!..d it's objec~
ive and a.t 1420 L11::'orm2.tion was received that a :3:::1. 
of the 329th Inf would relieve the' 1st Bn 36th A!R 
of the rezpo!lsibility OI its ~bjective. U~on rsli~f 
the 1st Bn 36th would as3emble at 3ergifaz. At 1420 
orders were received to rJ.ove TF Hot;z.r.. to the 7icini t;:
of mar ..... "la~r to attack at 08CO 5 Jan 45 a."ld to ca;~ture 
the cross-road at 576853. r:Iovenent began at 1515 

· and at 1640 TF Hogan had closed in his asse!:lbly area.. 
The relief of the 1st Bn 36th AIR was completed at 
1905 and it closed in its desiFmatad assemblv area 

·at 2040. ·· 

The 2nd Bn captured Baneux. Co D l8d the attack and 
cleare~ the tovm of the enemy a."!.d ou·:;posted the town 
for the nicht. The Bn advanced a:p'!Jrr:::i.rnatel'! two 
miles. Ca"Dt Smith took coll11:land from ::ajor Toussey VJho 
·had been evacuate C.. . Co H of the '3rd Bn 36th .AIR 
help point 585925 ~11d Co G, with 1 rned tenk :plat, 
captured ford and bridge at 611910 and moved on ~o 
t~lte Lansival bv noon, and after organizing ·and seiz
.ing Jeveigne, ca-ptured and or .-ra"lized tr.e high ground 
south of La.nsiva.l in a night attaok. This attack 
seems to have t<:.ken the enem~r b·" surn::-ise since the 
next day strong counter-atta.cks \Vere -l::..u.nched e.gainst 
the hill with tank support. Prisoners stated they e::::
pected to take the hill with little effort • 

. After a -oatrol :f'rOJr.. the 1st En 330th Inf hs.d mo~ted 1D 
t:elepre and had encountered no opposition, Col Hog:m 
moved Cos A and B of the 330th Inf and Co G of the 
33rd AR to that town. This force closed into the 
area at 0300. Co H 33rd P2, with Co C 330th Inf, 
moved to the woods . at 544881. At 0800 the left 
force (CoG 33rd AR and Co A ·and B 330th Inf) atta.cke : 
from L:alempre and encountered a road block at 566876. 
The block consisted of mines a,nd·wa.s covered by anti
tank fire~ Since it was ~,possible to move around the 
block with the tarucs, Cos A and B, 33oth Inf, contL~ued 
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toward the objective. At 14-CG the ri,) lt fo~·ce (Co E 
33rd .· . .n and. Co C 330th Inf ) jUl!lp~C. off from their 
assembly area at 54-4881 anl attack~d down the main 
road lea~ing to the objective. This force ran into 
a block composed of a knocked out ene~v t~k at 
558866. Cos A ~~1 ~ 330th Inf had reached Groix St 
Jacques at this ti~e. Co G 33rd AR was moved back ~ 
Malempre and into the woods (544881) previously va
cated by Co H 33rd AR. The right force sent out a 
patrol at 2315 in an attempt to move across the o~n 
ground at 557864. The~r were pinned down by an enemy 
road. block at 563862. . . 
Co E and Co F 36th AIR advanced 1000 vards sout~~ast 
of Baneux and were help up in the woods by enemy 
delaying action. Co D remained in Baneux with the 
1st Bn 33rd AR. Capt Metcalfe took command from Ca~t 
Smith who was wounded in the action. Co E outposted 
the woods during the night. The 3rd Bn was located 
north of La V aux and Co H captured the main part C2f 
La Vaux. At 2000 orders were received from Division 
to have the 3rd Bn 36th AIR (CCA) replaced by the 
1st Bn 36th AIR. The 1st Bn would pass through : the 

3rd Bn, thereby relieving it. The 3rd Bn 36th AIR 
would then revert to CCR. CCA advanced off the hi@! 
ground to open up the road to Lieneux. TFX with 
the 3rd Bn 36th sp.ent the day in estaclishing and 
maintaining a bridgehead over the Rau di Chaumont. 
That night TFX put tanks across the stream and a 
Bailey bridge was constructed b~ the Corps Engineers. 

At 0800 Col Hogan's right force ju-:nped off for the 
·Objective and at 0950 were reported at 563862. At 
1040 it was reported that the right and left forces 
had made contact at 567860. At 1240 Hogan's right 
column was blocked bv :fallen trees across the · road ana 
three tanks and one TD had been knocked out by enemy 
tank :fire. Cos A and B (left :force) continued to 
attack and b~r 2240 w~re reporte (l on hi3h ground 200 
~ards northeast of the objective. Co H 33rd AR had . 
bee~ withdrawn to M~a~ and tngrs were at work 
clearing the road block. Co C 330th Inf remained in 
the vicinity of Croix St Jacques. The 3rd Bn 36th 
AIR closed in asse~bly area under CCR at 1430 at 
Bergifaz. At 1640 the C~ moved to_ Bra. 
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The 2nd Bn was located 1000 yards north of Begne. 
Co E and F attached through woods : on the east. Co 
D left Baneux and moved in to Li erneux where it joined 
Co E and Co F on road bend south of Lierneux. The 
3rd Bn was relieved from front line and moved to 
Rarmont. At 1143 it was reported that Lt Col Fowler 
CO 3rd Bn 36th had been wounded by a mine explosion 
and that Major Chaney was in command. • · 
The Engineers worked under cover of darkness ar..d b·· 
0200 had cleared the block at 563862. At this time 
Co G 33rd AR and 1 plat Co C 330th Inf moved down 
the main road to contact Cos. A and B, 330th Inf. 
'Movement was slow since the engineers were sweeping 
the road ahead of the tanks. At 0927 contact lw.d 
been made between the Infantry and the tanks. The 
force continued moving aild~.at71127 was on the ob
jective (CR 576852). J\_t 1225 the roads running .nor1h, 
eaet and west ~rom the objective were reported blocked. 

_At 1600 ~ormation was received that the 1st Bn 33~rd 
~ would relieve the let Bn 33.0th lnf by daylight 8 
.Jan 45. The period closed with;_ plans being perfected 
for the relie~. · 
Co E 2nd Bn 36th AIR with tanks of let Bn: 33rd AR 
assaulted Regne and Co D and Co F seized high groUDd 
southest of Regne. · The 3rd Bn 36th AIR was located 
in Rar.mont conducting rehabilitation and reorganiz
ation of companies. · 

All remain~d quiet thro~hout the night and at 0800 
the relief of -the 1st Bn 330th Int by the 1st Bn 333rd 
Int was reported to be progressing satisfactorily, a1d 
at 0830 the reli~~ was reported complete. Contact was 
made with CCB on CCR's le~t at 0910. At 1546 orders 
were is~ed to have the let Bn 333rd Inf in conjunc
tion with 2nd Bn 333rd Inf, on the right, to push to 
the edge of the woods at 5783 and establish road 
blocks at 577837·and 586842. At 1805 the let Bn 
333rd Inf had established road blocks at 577837 and 
586842 and had pushed· to the edge of the woods at 
578832 to get a better field of fire. Tanks from 

·TF Hogan were moved to reinforce the block. Contact 
was maintained on the left but was not established 
on the right as the period closed. 
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The towns of Hebronval and Ott~e were 2nd Bn objectives. 
Co D seized Hebronval and Co E s~ized the high gro~~ 
south of Hebronval. Co F advanced dovm the road to 
Ottre and was held up by s~all arms fire. ~~e ls~ 
Bn 33rd AR as saul ted Ottre and Co D and Co E out
posted the town. Tr:~re was no cha."'lge in the si tuc.
tion of the 3rd Bn. 

During the night contact was maintai~~d on the left. 
However, due to inclement weather, which had dis
rupted communications, inforoation concernins contact 
did not reach the 2nd Bn 333rd Inf (CeB 2nd ~) until 
morning. At 0815 information was given . to Col Hogan 
that he would .be relieved of the responsibility of 
the cross-roads by the CO, lst Bn 333rd Inf. The 
relief depended on the arrival of the t~nks and TD's 
that normally support the 333rd Inf, and Hogan commen-

.ced movement to Begne where he closed at 1750. Upon 
reaching Pegne, Hogan was given th~ mission of sett
ing up road blocks to protect the right flank of the 
83rd Division. Contact was established on the right 
and left and all remained auiet until the close of 
the period. -
The lst Bn (36th AIR) was relieved from attached to 
CCR and was attached to CCA as part of TFX. Co D and 

·co E, 36th, were in assembly .area in Ottre. Co F was 
~ocated on the high ground south of Heoronval. The 
3rd Bn 36th moved to Lierneux and was attached to 
CCR. 

All remained quiet throughout the night and contact 
patrols continued without inter~tion. At 1000 the 
Aavance CP moved from Bra 628897 near La Vaux. l 
P~at Co I, 36th AIR, was sent to Hogan for Inf sec
urity at road blocks and arrived there at 1415. TF 
Kane (1st Bn 32nd AR and 3rd Bn 36th) moved to vi
cinity o~ Verlaumont and closed at 1520. At 1905 
information wae received that the lst Bn 330th Inf 
had taken Bihain and would now revert to CCR. At 
2326 Col Hogan was ordered to relieve attached tanks 
and TD' s of the 330th Int in Bihain on the morning 
of ll January 45. 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR occupied and improved. defensive 
posi tiona at-~Provedroux and Co B was attached to TF 
Miller. Co D and Co E 36th AIR were located in Ottre 
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with Co F on the high ground south of Heoronval. 
Heavy concentrations of artillery tell in these 
areas. The2nd Bn maL~tained liaison with the for
ward elements of the 83rd Div who were attem~ting 
to establish the LD for TF Welborn for his assault 
on Baclain Cherain and Ster:pigny. 

All remained quiet throughout the ni~ht and Hogan's 
tanks relieved the lst Bn 330th Inf ~anks at 0645 and 
at 0840 had repulsed a small counter-attack of tanks 
and Infantry that a:p~roached Bihain from the south. . 
One enemy tank was · destroyed. At 1350 one plat of TD's 
was detached from Kane and attached to the 83rd Rcn 
Bn. At 1530 the . lst Bn 330th Inf and Co H 33rd AR 
under Hogan~s command, were ordered to attack south 
.from Bihain with the bridge at 62682; as the objec
tive. The 83rd Rcn Bn was to t~~e over' positions in 
Bihain. · The attack jum:ped off at 1600 and at 1650 
they were reported 1000 yards south of Bihain, en
countering no opposition. At 1755 it was reported 
that tanks were ~el~ up by a road block at 626826 
and that the i~antry had proceeded ahead. The blc:c k 
consisted of a knocked out enemy vehicle. The Infantry 
was reported on the objective at 1000. The tanks were 
_in the process of clearing the block ~reviously men
tioned. The force was ordered ~o secure itself for 
the night. Later it was fom1d th:J.t the Infantry had 
wit~drawn 200 yards to the north to ~rovide security 
for the tanks. The entire force was reuorted seCQre 
along the edge ·of the woods at 626823 at 2140. Hogan 
reported that the Infantry had been bruily depleted ~e 
to exposure and frost bite and that they could not 
put up a strong defense. Co A of the 83rd Ron Bn 
now located in Bihain was alerted to move to the 
assistance of TF Hogan in the event of a counter
attack. One platoon of Co C 33rd AR went to Fraiture 
to hold the positions vacated by the 83rd Rcn Bn. and 
conducted patrols from RegtLe to the cross-roads at 
575852. 
The ~st ~n was on defense at Frovedroux. Co D and 
Co E 36th AIR remained in Ottre with Co F on the 
high ground south ' of Hebronval • . 
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1-12-45 All remained quiet throughout the night and it was 
unnecessary to. call upon the Co of the 83rd .rl.cn :an 
that had been alerted for use. At 0955 the 83rd Acn 
Bn passed through Hogan's positipn and continued to 
attack to the south. Contact was maintained with 
the rear of the 83rd Rcn Bn b:r means of light tanm 
!rom Hogan s force. Hogan was ordered to move at 
1050 with the remainder of his force, which was in 
Regne-Fraiture area to Bihain and Kane was ordered 
to the Regne-Fraiture area from Varlemont. At 1215 
both forces were reported to be moving and both 
had closed in their respective areas prior to dar~. 
Advance CP moved to Hebronval at 1900. At 1400 the 
2nd Flat of .Co G 33rd AR and 3rd Plat Co I 36th AIR 
set out from. Bihain to contact the 2nd Armd Div at 
Risserotte. This force encountered resistance in 
the woods southwest of Bihain and on high ground 
at 617830. Riseerotte was found to be occupied. b·r 
the enemv and the force coiled forthe night at 609824 . 
About L800 one .co In!, one eec TD's, one sec Medium 
tanks and one plat of light tanks, all from Ho~an' a 
force, established road blocks at 619816 and 625813. 
The 83rd Rcn Bn came under CCR'w control at 1635. 
At 2305 FO No 2 CCR (confirming verbal orders) was 
issued for the attack of the Combat Command at 0800 
13 Jan 45. The CC would attack with TF Yeomans and 
TF Kane abrea,st. Kane, on the left, would capture 
Mant-le-Ban initially, then proceed south to capture 
road junction at 638762 - then capture Vaux. Yeomans, 
on the right, was to capture high ground at 645763 
then continue the attack to capture Somneraina. Hogan 

. in reserve would be prepared to move to the assistanc• 
of either Tl Kane or TF Yoemans, and would protect · 
rear of Combat Command and maintain contact with 
2nd Armd Div ~t on the right. 
The lst Bn 36th Alii wa.S located in Sart and Grand Sart 
after being relieved on position at Provedrouz by 1st 
Bn 289t~ Inf from the 75th:Div. 

. . 
The 83rd Div attack bogged down after a limited ad
vance. B•r the morning of the· l2 th Jan it was e•rident 
that a bridgehead into the woods south of the 3rd .Arm' 
Div's positions would not be secured in time !or an 
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attack on 13 Jan 45. Tine ~~d speed of movement 
were all im·r.ortant. The objective must be taken. 
At 1000 12 Jan CCB with the 2nd Bn 36th AIR was 
ordered to begin move into new assembly positions 
in the Petit Langlie=-~anglier ar~a~ following 
closely the advance ele~ents of the 83rd Div. The 
tartherest advance of the 83rd Div was to be the LD 
for the 2nd Bn 36th AIR. · 

1-13-45 Yoenans's forvrard elements were reported at 630795 
at .the ope~ng of the period. Kane's movement from 
the Regne-Fraiture area began at 0600 ~~d at 0937 
had pushed out ahead of the position occupi~d b·! 
the 83rd Rcn Bn which had side slipped to the right 
and went i 1:to the attc:.ck for the high ground at 62-5761. 
At 1100 Kane was reported on the edge of Mont.le.Bau 
L~d was receiving very stiff opposition from enemy 
tanka, artillery and mortars. At 1240 Yeomans force 
was in the woods at 634766 and was continuing the 
attack on Sommerain. The high ground at 625761 was 
avoided b:: Yeomans, due to lack of cover. Howev~r, a 
section was put on the highground to hold it. At 
1440 TF Kane was still on the edge af Mant-le-Ban and 
was etill receiving stiff op~osition. At 1700 Kane 
was ordered to leave a containing force at Mant-le-Ban 
and b,r-pass the town to the right and at 1750 was :t:e
ported · to be at 638780. The a3rd Rcn Bn attacked at 
1415 to capture Sommerain, but were driven bade due 
·to high lossee. At .l808 the 83rd Rcn Bn was ordered 
to push a force down to the road junction at 636861 
and block the road. A force .from TF Kane, under 
co~and of Maj Chaney, was ordered to push down the 
r~ad leading to the noDtheast from 639761 and to tie 
in with the 83rd Rcn ~ therey Information was re
ceived at 1928 that CCA would take over Hogan's mission 

· . in Bihain. Hogan was ordered to move his force at 
0800 14 Jan to the outsk±rts of Mant-le-Ban: take 
command ef K2.ne' s containing force and capture the 
to,v.n. At 2615 information was received that Kane had 
contacted Yeomans force 400 yards north of the road 
junction at 639761 and it was found that the road 
was not physically blocked. The 83rd ~en Bn was 
ordered to block the road physcially and the block 
was reported in place at 2358. Yeomans was ordered 
to :take over the force of Kan& that had joined him 
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and attack ' east on the morning of 14 Jan 45, anQ to 
capture Vaux. He was to leave a force on the road 
block 639761. 
Co A and Co C :;6th AIR moved to the Regne-Bihain are a 
and Co C, in Bihain, was attached to TF ~iller and . 
was occupying road blocks. Co A was in lieoronval. 

At 0445 the 2nd Bn :;6th AIR moved out with the mission 
of passing through the 83rd Div and occupying the h:ig ~ 
ground overlooking Baclain; thus denying the enemy 
observation from the tank assault to follow. Co F 
led and had not proceeded 500 yards 'v'lhen the~' were 
ambushed by a strong pocket of enemy resistance by
passed by the 83rd Div but not reported to CCB. 13 
Enlisted men and 2 of~icer.s were killed immediately. 
Capt Charles I Fisher was comr-anding the attacking 
forces and executed a suburb flanking movement,with 
D and E Company to annihilate the enemy pocket. By 
~650 the 2nd·Bn 36th AIR less F Co reached their ob
jective. Heavy artillery and mortar fire was encount 
ered and took its toll of the infantrymen. The 2nd . 
Bn :;6th Am minus F co d.ug in for the · night while F 
Co secured a bridgehead over the streac north of Bac
lain and outposted it during the night while the 
engineers putin a bridge • 

• 
All remained quiet throughout the night. At 0825 
Kane was reported to have elements on the west edge 
of :Mont-le-Ban and that the .. belie.ved the town was 
still strongly held. At 0827 the report was received 
that Hogan was moving down to join Kane. At 0905 the 
Advanced CP moved to Bihain. T~e plan for Kane's and . -Hogan s attack on Mont-le~Ban was as follows: Kane 
to attack from the northwest; Ho~~~ from the west. 
Time of attack 1200. At 1040 Yeomans jumped off L~ 
his attack to canture V aux anct after adv3.Ilce of 800 
yards was forced-to withdraw to his original positio~ 
due to heavy anti-tank fire. The attack on Mant-le
Ban started at 1215· and at 1315 ele!:lents were report
ed in town. Yeomans was ordered to renain L~ his pos
i tiona. At 1525 the ·to\m of Mont-le-Ban was re~· orted 
to be secure, and at 1540 info~ation was received 
that TF Miller o~ CCA would take OVP.r the positions 
of Mont-le-Ban. TF Kane was detached from Hogan and 
was ordered to assemble southw~st of Mont-le~ban. 
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. Hogan was ordered to initiate an attack on Vaux. 
Yeomans' mission was to hold the road bloclc at 
639761 and woods on high ground at 736758. At 1730 
one company Qf medium tanks and one compan" of infantry 
was detached from Kane and attach~d to Yoen?ns. Yeomans 
was detached from cc:a at this time and attached to 
Division, operating under their control. At 1755 
Hogan's attack on Vaux was pinned down b~r concen
trated anti-tank fire and heavj artillery. The 
period closed with Hogan reorganizing for another 
attack on V aux. · 

. The lst Bn 36th AIR moved to Baclain an1 established 
. ~. ~~·road blocks ~ter the capture of the town by CCB. 

'· -- .1 The 2nd Bn 36th AIR captured Baclain late in the 
v ·: ·'" .. ...- a:fternoon, with Cos D and F havine as saul ted the 

town and Co E securing the town with the 1st Bn . 
) l( - 33rd AR until being relieved b~ CCA. The battle 
~~ group moving into Baclain consisted of the lst Bn 

36th AIR minus C Co, and Co E 32nd AR, who moved 
in, as mentioned above, to establish road blocks. 

1-15-45 At 0100 TF Miller relieved elements of TF Kane in 
Mont-le-Ban and at 0135 TF Hogan wns reported to 
have his leading elements at 648774. However, at 
0215 he was stopped b~ enem7 t~ fire ~~d was unab~ 
to leave a defiladed position. At 0500 TF Hogan re
ported that he had reached a ~oint 100 yards from 
the main road and had lost 25 per cent of his InfantJY. 
He withdrew to a point just south of Halonreux and 
recommended that if the attack was to be continued 
it be coordinated with another· force. At 0600 the 
~allowing plan was ~ormulated: Hogan to attack from 
present ~osition and capture high g~ound 648772, then 
canture Vaux. Kane to move via crossroads after 
Hogan had·· cl:ea.red Halonreux, to c::l.pture Brisy. Time 
'of Hogan! s attack was set at 0930. There was a de
lay and at 1000 Hogan' a attack jumped o::f a.'"ld Kane 
was reported in progress at 1118 in his attack. At 
1205 TF Hogan's leading elements were reported south
west on the edge of the initial objective, receivirg 
heavy anti-tank fire from·~ the left. At 1540 the 
Advance CP moved to i.lont-le-Ban. At 1615 Kane's 
leading elements were re~orted at 644758. Eagan 
was reported to be in Vaux at 1700 and K~e was ordere d 
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to secure himself on his ~resent ~osition. At 
2245 Iiogan was told to be pr::;par; ( to :;1ttack 

Cherain the following day. The followinr plan 
was formulated for 16 Jan 45: Ho~an was to ~ush 
off to Cherain, Kane to•conti~ue-attack on Brisy, 
after neut-:-alizo.tio~ of HILL 662738 b~~ smoke. 
Time of the attack 'Nas 0830. · 

The 1st Bn 36th AIR was on road blocks in the Bac
lain area. 
At 1210 .Cos D and E with the 1st 3n 33rd ~~ attacked 
Sterpigny. Dug in ener::1:r Infa.'"l.try alon~ the axis 
of advance, mine fields, dir.ect fire from tanks on 
bo~h flanks stopped the advance after short gains. 
Heavy smoke was laid down and the attack resumed. 
Upon reaching the town several Mark .V tanks opened 
up and quickly knocked out ten light tanks and the 
Infantry of both D and E cos were cut off. The sit
uation was critical. Co F was on a road block east 
of Baclain where they remained for this period •• . 
Attempts were made during the nisht to coordinate 
Hogants attack on Cherain with the right column of 
COB. However, help from that fl~k was not forth
coming. At 0830 TF Kane commenced his attack on Brisy 
and at 0800 TF Hogan reported that he had infantry 
across the bridge at 661772 and were movL~g _into 
the town of Cherain with little onnosition. The 
bridge mentioned above had been blown and prevented 
passage of Hogan! s armor. However, infor-:~ation was 

I . 
received ~t 0900 that Hogan·s Infantry was on the 
objective .and that armor from CCB was bein.z sent 
into the town from the north. Col Hog~ was ordered 
to start some of his force in the direction of Brisy 
in support of Kane! s force ·; hich at this time was 
receiving anti-tank fire from the left. At 1000 
TF Kane was. reported to have pushed 500 yards south 
and was still receiving anti-tmL~ fire from enem~ 
guns on his left. Information was received at 1005 
that Hogan's Infantry would be relieved in Chenain 
u~on the arrival of TF Bailey of COB. TF Hogan was 
to - continue his attack south to relieve the pr~ss
ure on Kane. At 1117 TF Kane was re·aorted to be 
stopped by an ·anti-tank ditch at 652754 and TF Hogan s 
attack south had gone 200 yards from Vaux in which 
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Hogan had inflicted heav-r casual ties a"!long enemy 
In:fantry a."ld had imockeC. out t'.7o ·tar...ks. The Co 
of in:fantr:-,r and the Co o:f ta."lks .lith Y~o~~o..."ls were 
relieved and reverted to CCR at 1215 :'..11·:. •.vere att~ch
ed to ~F Kane. At 1330 TF Hog::1:1 had cont~cted ele
ments of CCB (36th AIJ. :? Co) in 6herc-.in .':'nd had tu...~ d 
over the defense of the town tc th~m. ~t -1403 TF 
Kane had lost one tan..lt to enem·- ta~!lt fire and had 
been given air support. At 1420 he had \'1'i thdr~wn 
to a defiladed position at 640754." At 1649 Col 
Hogan was evactuated due to .illnes. I.1ajor Brown 
assumed com::::::p1d of the 3rd Bn 33rd )_?.. Both forces 
·suffered heavy casual ties in both inf,Jntr·· and ta...'11::s 
and were ord~red to discontinue the attack and nre
pare for a night attack. At 1726 orders were re
ceived from Division to secure the forces in pos
ition. Contact on left 2.-"ld ri,t:.:ht was established 
and both forces pushed patrols-toward Brisy. Com
position of troops at this ti:.J.e: T:? :regan: 3rd Bn 
33rd AR; 1st Bn 330th ·Inf; Co I 36th AIR; 1 plat 
Co .C 23rd Engrs and 1 Plat Co C 703rd TD Bn. 
TF Kane: 1st Bn 32nd .AR; 3rd Bn 36th J.IR minus I Co ; 
1 plat Co C 23rd Engrs and 1 plat Co C 703rd TD Bn • 

. A task force :from 3rd Bn 32rd AR, along with Co E 
2nd Bn 330th Int attacked Sterpigny at 0500 and by 
0650 Cos D and E 36th AIR which had been surrom1ded 
were contacted. EnemV pressure from the east and 
northeas~~of Sterpigny was intense. Direct fire 
:from .~ weapons poured into to\vn throughout tpe 
day as mopping up action was carried out. By 
nightfall the town was partia1l:r cleared, but no·t 
secUl"ed. 

At 0900 Cos E and F 36th AIR, with the 1st Bn 33rd 
AR attacked to secure th:; high ground ov~rlooking 
Retiggny. Tank fire and artillery and mortar fire 
was too intense and the initial attack bogged do~m. 
~ater with a heavy concentration-of our : artillery 
laid down on the enemy positions, the objective was 
secured. This b .. 1345. The re!!laining men of Co D, 
14 in all, were evacuated because of severe :frost 
bite and exposure. 
At 0520 the patrol :from TF Kane's force returned and 
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reported that the·· had observed ene~·r ir..fa:ntr'r digging 
in along the 75 grid line end h~d located two enemy 
tanks •::'i th In:fant~J . at 644752. At 0810 infor::::c..tion 
was received that CCR would be r~liev~d b•.r the 4th 
Cavalray Group. Brown (3rd Bn 33rd AR) was infor~d 
that he would ta~e over OC~'s road blocks in the 
Ha.lonreux area and TF Kane was told that he vrould 
t.ake over roa1 blocks in the l.:ont-le-..uan area. At 
1335 the 1st Bn 330th I~ was ordered to relieve 
1st Bn 36th AIR on road blocks in Bc..clain area a~d 
movement from Vaux b~r this unit co:rm:nenced at 1530. 
At 17J.l the 1st Bn 330th Inf had closed in the Baclai-
area and at 1935 the relief was rencrted co~nlete. 
Plans continued throughout the afternoon for-~e's and 
Brown's relief by the 4th Caval~J ~ou~ the following 
day. Maj Brown was instructed to send a patrol of 
four men down the creek toward Br-isy to determine the 
nature of the bridge at 664-764 and Kane \'!as ordered 
to send a patrol into Brisy. Brovm was also informed 
that the 3rd Bn 36th AIR would be attached to him ani 
that he would take over Baclain, Halonreux and ~ont
le~Ban . areas. TF Kane was to attack Brisv with a Bn 
of Infantrr to be attached. At 2026 1st Bn 33Cth Ini 
was released to·~ :the control of CCA. 

Information received from G-3 at 0200 that the 3rd 
Bn 335th Inf would join CCR about 1100 hours. At 
0625 the patrol from TF K~e's force th~t h~d the 
mission of going to Brisy, returned and reported 
that the"'• had encountered dug in i:1:c:.:.1tr·r on the 
edges of th~ town and were unable to enter the tovrn. 
Brown!s p~trol returned and re~orted that the stream 
was fordable only 200 yards south of Vaux. The 4th 
Cavalry Squadron began relieving Kone at 0950. At 
1030 Brown· was instructed to send ~ patrol in cooand 
of an officer to the woods south of Cherain to get a 
report on the bridge at 664764. TF Kane's relief 
was reported complete at 1241 and at 1440 the· relief 
of Brown in Vznx - b~ the 4th Cav - was reported c~· 
plete. At 1545 Brown had taken over the road blocks 
in Baclain area and Kane had assembled in Mont-le-Ban. 
The 3rd Bn 335th Inf had joined Kane b·~ this time. A-+-
1600 one company of the ;rd Bn 335th Inf was ordered 

· to move at once to Cherain and renort to Col Welborne. 
This company was to be .used to extricate a patrol that 
had become cut off in Rettigny. However, after the 
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:a.J:rival of the. company in Cherain, it was fou.."'ld that 
its employment was ~ot necessary and it reverted to 
CCR control. It was decided th~t the con~anv wo~d . 
remain in Cherain. Brown's natrol ret-...u-ned ·a ·~ 1820 
and reported the bridge intact but ~~suitable for 
tanks. Als.o that woods at 663761 were booby trapped. 
At 1905 the CO decided to move Co L 335th Inf - the 
co in Cherain - south from Cherain to woods at 663761 
for the purpose of ~leanL~g out woods and cover the 
engineers in the construction of a treadway bridge 
at 66;764. The re~ainder of the 3rd Bn 335th ~ was 
ordered to these woods at 0600 19 Jan and TF Kane was 
to move there at 0800 on the same da·r. Upon arrival of 
TF Kane at this point the 3rd Bn 335th Inf, would be 
attached to .him. TF ~e, with 3rd Bn 335th Int, was 
ordered to attack at 0900 on 19 Jan, to capture the 
high ground at 660746 and Brisy. ·At 2230 Co L 335th 
Inf started movement south from Cherain and at 2356 
were reported at 66576~. · 
Cos E and F 36th AIR with the 1st Bn 33rd AR con-

. tinued to hold the high ground overlooking Rettigny 
with Bn Hqs in Cherain. 

At 0218 Co L 335th Inf was on its objective ( the 
woods at 663762) and had established the br~deehead. 
The Engineers started work on the bridge 664164 at 
0230 and completed the work at 0400. At 0600 the 
3rd Bn 335th. Int began movement t ·o 663762 and at 0752 
had joined Co L sane regiment. 1st Bn 32nd .AR began 
movement to join the Inf Bn at 0800. At 0900 the 
attack started with Cos I and K 335th Inf leading, 
.supported b:" tanks of the 1st Bn 32nd A...'R. and heavy 
Weapons of Co M 335th Inf. Co L 335th Int remained 

. in the woods (663762). At 0935 the leading elem~nts 
. (Co K 335th inf) were reported at 662752 and were 
advancing· with no resistance. The advance continued 
without opl)osi tion and at 1650 Cp K 335th · Inf was 
reported on the objective (66il747) where the" met 
slight resistance. Co I 335th Inf supported by some 
of Kane's tanks, continued toward Brisy and at 1200 
was moving into the to~m with sli: ht resistance. Co 
L 335th Inf had moved ~o the objective at 660747 to 
join ~o K 335th Inf. At 1255 the objective was re
ported secure and concertina wire was rt;,quested. 
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1-21-45 . 

Contact for the nieht was ~r~~~ged with CCB on the 
left and the 4th Cav Sqd on the r~ght. At 1938 
Col ia;.e reported that he ~ad sent a patrol to de
termine the routes of withdrawal of the enemy from 
Brisy. They had returned and reported the bridge 

· at 650739 was intact but was prepared for demolition. 

The let Bn 36th AIR moved to Ster~igny-Renglez area. 
Co B minus one platoon captured high ground at 684775 
without opposition. The remainder of the Bn moved to 
~ assembly area at 688782 and attacked TF X's objec
tive, which was captured without opposition. Co F and 
Co E 36th AIR were relieved and moved back L~to Che
rain where they outposted the town. 

All remained quiet througho~t the night. Contact 
was maintained · with CCA. on the left. but patrols 
from Kane's force failed to mike contact with ele
ments of the 4th ~av Sqd on the right. At 0830 oper
ations mcmo~~Uldun No 23, 3rd Armd Div, was received. 
This memo directed that CCR woul.d be relieved. b'r the 
4th Cav Grp on 20 Jan and would assemble in the Bac
lain-Bihain area. At 0930 a meeting was held at the 
Regt 9P and plans completed for the relief. At 1305 
the relief of Kane's fore b-~ the 4th Cav Grp was re
ported completed, and the CO 4th Cav Grp assumed resT 
ponsibility for the zone. The 3rd Bn 335th Inf re
verted to the control of the 335th Inf Regt at 1330. 
Plans were ' made for a move to a rest area in Sot~e 
Leuze, Belgium on 21 Jan 45, and at 1930 hours the 
route of March for the move was received from Div. 
At 204o Kane's force closed· in the Bihain area and 
a~ 2140 permission was granted to .relieve Brow.n!s 
force from the road blocks in the Baclain area at 
0800 21 Jan 45. 

Combat Command commenced movement to rest area at 
Somme Leuze, BelgiUm, at 1109. At 1715 the let 
Bn 32nd Armd Reet closed into area 333939 and at 
1850 the 3rd Bn 33rd AR and the 3rd Bn 36th AIR 
closed in the Somme Leuze area. CP now located at 

· 318963. Movement of Combat Comma.'"l.d was reported 
complete at 2115. 
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·1-22-45 

1-23-45 

1-24-45 
to 

.1-31-45 

2-1-45 
to 

2-3-45 

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR moved with CCB to IiTe=-."'1. and re
mained there through 31 Jan 45 conducting training, 
rehabilitation, maintenance and rest. The 1st Bn 
36th AIR was reli~ved by the 3rd Bn 335th Inf Regt 
at 1630 and moved to O!)paene where the·~ re~ained 
through 31 Jan 45 conducting rehabilitation, traini~ 
maintenance and rest. 

The Regir.ental CP moved to a more suitable 10cation 
at 1442 hours and arrived at the new CP location 
( 333852) at 1450. Combat Com..TTI.and conducted rest, 
rehabilitation and maintenance. 

At 1430 a meeting of unit commanders of the CC was 
held at the CP and administrative details discussed. 
Col Howze departed to join part at Div Hqs for trip 
to London at 2350. Lt Col C. P. Russell, designated 
by CG, 3rd Armd Div, to command CCR L~ the absence 
of Col Howze. Lt ColT. J. Moran aasumed comm~d 
of the ;6th AIR! 

CCR rer:J.ained in rest area in the vicini t'r of Somme 
Leuze, Belgium, and conducted traL~ine, rehabilitation 
and maintenance from 24 Jan through 31 Jan 1945. The 
training consisted of firing, orientation of new men, 
tank-infantry -cooperation and fa::;iliarization with 

·enemy mines and boob:~r traps. 
CCA of which the 1st Bn 36th A~R was part, and CCB 
of which the 2nd Bn was part, con·~;inued to perform 
training, rehabilitation and maintenanc~ during this 
like period. Reinforcements were received to put 
the units back to T/0 strength. 

Through the period extending f~om 1 Feb 45 to 3 Feb 
45 CCR was assembled in the vicinitv of Sornme Leuze, 
·Belgium and was composed of the following: 

36 Armd Inf Regt less 1st and 2nd Bns 
3rd Bn 33;rd Armd Re·giiilent 
1st Bn 32nd A:rmcl Regiment 
Co C 23rd .Armd Engr Bn 
Co C 703rd TD Bn 
Co C 45th Armd Med Bn 

All units were out of contact with the enemv and were 
conducting rest, rehabilitation,. maintenance and trair 
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2-4-45 
to 

2-6-45 

2-7-45 

2-8-45 
to 

2_;20-45 

ing. The training consist~d of rnnse firing of all 
weapons, Tank-Infantr:-r Cooperation Problems and in
doctrinati.on o:! new reini'orce;:ents. 
The 1st Bn was attached to CCA as '03Xt of Task Force 
X and was assembled in the vicini ~r of O!J:pagn.e, Bel
gium. The 2nd Bn was assenbled in ~enn, 3elzium, as 
an attachnent of CCB. Botn battalions were out of 

· contact with the enemy and were conducting rest, re
habilitations and training. , 

FO No 24 4 Feb 45 Hq ;rd Armd Div was received which 
directed that a move be made from the -or.esent assembJ 
area to the vicinity of Stolbe2'g, GerDany. This o:rd ·· _. 
also changed the corn!)osition of CCR in that the 3rd 
Bn ;2nd AR re.placed the 1st Bn 32nd AR as part of CCE 
and the 54th FA En was attached. BilletL~g parties 
left for the new asse~bly area at Beinig, Germany 
early on the morning of the 5th of Feb 45. Rest, re
habilitation and maintenanc~ was continued. 
Orders were received at CCB of which 2nd Bn 36th AIR 
as -part to move to the vicinit7 of Stolberg, Germany, 
and for CCA - with 1st Bn 36th AIR as part - to 
assemble in Mausbach, German~. · 

At 1130 movement of the Combat CoroL1and co~enced to 
the new asse:!:lbl~r area at Breinig, Germany, via Ter
·wagne, Ougree, Liege, Herve, Aachen, Brand, Busbach 
and then to Breinig. The movement continued witl~out 
incident until the 54th FA Bn entered the Busbach- · 
Breinig road. He~e a number of vehicles became mi~ed 
dawn due to the poor condition of the road. The re-

·mainder of the column was rerouted through Dorf:! and 
Breinig. At 2200 the last unit in CCR (Co C 45th 
Med Bn) reported that they had closed in their assem- , 
bly area. · · . 
The 1st Bn was still attached to CCA and was assembled 
in Mausbach, Ger:1any. The 2nd Bn was assembled in 
Stolberg, Germany, as part of CCB. 

Thro~out this period extending through 20 Feb 45 
CCR remained in the assembly area at Breinig, German; ·, 
and continued rest, rehabilitation, maintenance and 
training. Plans for an operation that would carry the 
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2-21-45 

2-22-45 
to 

2-23-45 

2-24-45 

2-25-45 

Combat Co~and ac~oss the Roer rtiver through to 
Paffendorf and Glesch, Germa.'"ly, were be in,~ studied 
by the members of the Staff and the 3~ttali~n CO'~. 
The 1st and 2nd Battalions remained in kausbach and 
Stolberg, Germany, respectivel~r and continued to 
conduct traininG', rch"-.bili t~tion and :n~j.nten~:.nce. 

At 1500 hours a for:::al review :::md Decoration Cere
mony was held in llausbach for the purpose of pre
senting the Presidential Unit Citation to Gon!)a.ny 
A and Company C 36th .~d Inf Regt. This award was 
given to these companies for Distinguished 3ervice 
in action against the enemy· in 0:9erations that ended 
in the Capture of Echtz,.Giech, Obergiech and Hoven 
Germany. General Rose, the Division Co~ander, pre
sented the decoration after which the 1st Bn 36th 
Armd Inf Regt was ap~ointed tempor~r Regimental 
Color Battalion and was presented with the Reg~ental 
Cc!llors. 

Throughout the period extendL~ from 22 Feb 45 thru 
23rd Feb 45 the units of OCR continued training. At 
1115 on 23 Feb 45 the Regimental Comnander held a 
meeting of Staff me:1bers a.."''ld the Battalion Co:m::~anders 
at the CP and it was announced that ele~ents of the 
104th and 8th Inf Divisions had crossed the Roer 
River and that the Third Armd Div would move across 
the river and seize the Divisional Objective in the 

· Elsdorf area, along the Erft Canal on or about D plus 
2. The Combat Command was placed on a 6 hour alert. 
The new T26E3 heavy tanks were test-fired near Gress
enich by the 3rd Bn 32nd AR and the 3rd Bn 33rd AR 
during the afternoon. 
Ther~ were no changes in the 1st and 2nd Bns 36th AIR 
over the period. 

Training continued during the day. Reports were 
received concerning th~ bridge capacities over the 
Roer. No change in the 1st and 2nd Bns in the period. 

. At 0935 the Regt Comdr held a meeting uf Staff mem
bers and Bn Comdrs at the CP. It was announced that 
the division would attack at 0600 on 26 Feb 45 from 
the Corps Bridgehead line. CCR would use the two 
northern routes of the division and would follow CCB. 
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A 25 minute interval was to be .::-~llo·:;ed ":.)et\"lecn the 
heads of our columns and the t~il of CCB to allow 
for the ~assage of the 99lst FA Bn and the 183rd 
FA Bn over the Roer Bridges. 
No change in the 1st and 2nd Bn ~.ttac!1nents :-nd 
disnositions. The 2nd Bn CO received final brie=-
. - th . t. T\.-- • ... . • ~t J.ng on e coiD.lllg o:pera J.ons. ..~.~urJ.!:~ ~.~. c nJ.g .... 
CCA with the 1st Bn 36th AI~ moved i~to an asse~bly 
area · in the vicinity of the eastern e~its of Duren. 
CCB with the 2nd Bn moved to the vicinit·· of :r::ario
weiller, Gerbany, and established their CP in Eller. 

Movement of CCR co!Ili:lenced at 0115 ar..d b•,. 0720 all 
units had crossed the Roer River and h·.'.d coiled in th .. 
Birkesdrof area. ·ccR was organized as fo:.lows: 
TF Hogan: 3rd Bn 33rd AR less 1 plat; 3rd Bn 36th 
AIR minus G co; 3rd Plat Co C 23rd Armd Eng; 3rd 
Plat Co C 7C3rd TD Bn. 

TF Richardson: 3rd Bn 32nd AR less 1 plat; 3rd Bn 
13th lnf Regt; 1st Plat Co C 23rd -~d Engr Bn; 2nd 
Plat Co C 703rd TD Bn. 
TF Thomas: Co G 36th A~~; Co C 703rd TD Bn less 3 
:platoons; Co C 23rd Armd 3ngr 3n less ~1o platoons; 
2nd Plat Co C 33rd AR (Lt Tks); 3rd Plat Co I 32nd 
AR (Med Tks). . . 

The 3rd Bn 13th Int joined TF Richardson in the asem
bly area at Birkesdorf during the da--:,. and at 1930 

_orders were issaed for an attack by the Combat Com
mand to seize our portion of the division objective 
over the Erft Canal. TF Hoga.""!. would attacl:: on the · 
left and TF Richardson on the right. TF Thomas would 
follow T~ Hogan and act as 'reserve. The attack was to 
be made through the gap that existed between TF Love- ' 
lady on the left and the 83rd Rcn Bn on the right. 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR crossed the IJ? at 2524-0e-.and an 

·uneventful march to assembly areas. The move was 
very smooth and without incident. Co C moved to 
attack position near bridgehead line at 0500 and . 
moved to Golzheim at 0600. This objective had been 
taken during the night by elements of the 104th Int 
Division. At 0.902 the 2nd Bn 32nd A-~ launched an 
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attack on Blatzhei:1. Co E, l·eading the attack, en
countered severe AT fire from d~g in 86-mn guns and 
had to withdraw, losing 5 tcnks. Co~ 36th ~IR had 
proceeded down the main road at 0902 f!.nd moved about 
800 yards, mcet~3 resist~ncc o= heavy mortar and 
artillery fire. Co A remained. in position and at 
1.130 Co C and Co F jumped off in ru:other attacl·:. 
Fierce· e::::.emv resistance · was encountered from I!lfa.11trr 
in trenches" dug World ,,lfar I st:rle. As the trenches " 
were clear~d b;:r the two attacki!'lG companies, numerous 
prisoners were ta.~en including a .battalion commander 
and his staff • . The two attacking comp~nies · then en
tered the town of 3latzheim, encountering hea~r re
sistance and taking quite a few m0re prisoners. A 
and C co~panies were stopped at 1800 and told to con
solidate. Co C was receiving direct tanlc fire from 3 
Mark V tanks at this ti~e, and further advance was 
_impossible. Ce B was moved to Blatzheim and posi-
tions consolidated. All weapons of Hq Co were moved 
to Blatzheim and placed in supporting position. At 2000 
a counter attack was launched agai~st C and B companies 
positions ~d consisted of about 150 ir.T~l1t~ support
ed by ta.~. This fight was brief ~~d fierce and the 
enemy was compelled to withdraw after about 30 minutes. 
Posi tiona were strengthe:::J.ed b ·~ plccing Co B 32nd .AR 
iri nositions behind Co B 36th AIR. Plans were made for 
.Co B, 36th, to attack through Co C at 270400 to take 
Bergenhausen. The enemy continued to put on small 
local counter-attacks and comb~t.patrols were active 
through~ut ~he period. 
The 2nd Bn 36th Am closed into t i:teir as-sembly area 
in Ellen at 0400 and jumped off in en attack on Etz
weiller at 0600. Progress was slow due to the Bogg;_r 
terrain but the enemy oppooition was light and at 
1200, D and F cos had entered Et~teiller and had · 
started cle~...ring the tO\m of the re:1aining resistance. 
Co E arrived in Etzweiller at 1300 and aided D and F 
compa..""!ies with their tasl;.;. Co A 33rd .AR entered the 
town with the aid of D co and established road blocks 
on the approaches of the town, which they manned be
tween them. F co lost orie killed and several woundei 
in the canture of the to'."m. and took about 50 nrisoners. 
At 1600 Co E mounted the· tanks of . Co I 33rd 1~ and 
attacked toward Elsdorf with D Co 36th following. Eoth 
companies reached Elsdorf without opposition but re.=-
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.ceived heavy mortar fire upon enterin.:- the tc~m. Co 
D ·renainer: in Etzweiler ·.vi th Co A 33rd. .:.\.R and con
tinued to secure town. B:r 2400 ten houses hs.d been 
cleared in .Elsdorf and enenv inf~tr· a.11d te.n!cs had 
b~en encountered. ·· 

2-27-45 At 0630 both columns of CCR began move~cnt to their 
. attack positions, HO\-:ever, it was fo";.L"'l:l that there 

was a serious conflict between our '02.ans n...11d that of 
the 83rd Rcn Bn. Division was notified of the con
flict and instructions were· re8eivcd teat the 83rd 
would continue on their mission. T? Richardson was 
ordered to coil at Manhe..::r.J. and TF Eo.za.n at L98572 
to await further instructions. A£ter a meeting of 
the Comdrs conce:,rned at the Div CP, it ..-ras decided 
that TF Ho·gan would coil behind CCB in the Elsdorf 
area and prepare to pass through the:.r T:'Osi tiona and 
attack to the northeast to seize Glesch and establish 
a bridgehead over the Erft Canal. TF Ric~ardson was 
to move at once b~-pass the 83rd Rcn Bn fighting in 
Grooven, seize Brockendorf, Desdorf, Paffendorf and 
establish a bridgehead o~er the Erft canal. TF Thomas 
as to move and coil at 196575. At 1405 both columns 
were reported moving and at 1530 TF Hocan coiled behind 
CCB at 172577.. TF Richardson hnd moved through 13•erren
dorf at 1630, had capture~. Brockendorf and was moving 
on Desdorf. TF Hogan was ordered to b•r-pass CCB in Els
dorf and to continue on its mission. The Re~t C~ moved 
from Manheim and ·opene~ at 198572 at 1700 hours. TF 
Hogan was reported to have started the attack at 1720 
and at 1720 ·TF Richardson was on the '.'iestern edge of 
~~fendorf~ TF Hogan's attack made good progress and 
at 2129 the~.r had taken Glesch and pushed elements of 
Co H and Co I 36th AIR across the Erft Canal. The 
bridge at Glesch was reported to be passable for foot 
troops. TF Thomas was attached to TP ~ogan at 2210 
and began movement to Glesch at 2330. TF Richardson 
took ~affendor~ and pushed · elements of the 3rd Bn 13th 
Inf acro~s the Erft Canal and sL~ bridge trucks were 
eent to the crossing site to begin construction on 
the bridge. TF Richardson was given the mission of ex
panding the bridg_ehead durine 28 Feb 45 and to gain 
contact with TF Hogan. 

In the face of enem'l.r cour..ter-attacl:s against positions 
of Co C 36th AIR, Co B 36th .AIR passed through them at 
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0400 and attacked toward Bergerhausen. s~all arms 
fire was severe and in as large a volume as ever 
experienced b-;r a..YJ.y member of the battalion. Adv::mce 
was slow and after penetrating about 400 yards the 
company was under fire from three sides. 81-mm mortar 
su-onort enabled the comnan7 to contin: e its advance 
and-reach the first houses in 2ergerhausen. House to 
house fighting broke out and at lOCO Co A was com
mitted to clear machine ~YJ. nests on the right of 
Co B. By 1300 the objective had been cleared and 
reorganization was begun. A ch~ge in ~lans was re
ceived and the Battalion was to continue its attack 
into Kerpen in conjunction with the 3rd Bn 12lst Inf. 
Co C passed thro~gh Co B at 1700 and attacked toward 
~rpen, taking the intermediate objective. At 1930 
Companies A and B passed through C Co ~1d established . 
a bridgehead over a large canal. At 2100 a passage 
for tanks was started and A and B comyanies pushed 
into Kerpen. Light resistance was encountered until 
the Northeast portion of the term was entered. There 
the companies encountered about lGO infantry support
ed by two or three tanks. Fierce fighting ensued and 
continued throughout the period. Co C was displaced 
behind Co B to assist if needed. 
E and F companies 36th AIR continued their mopping 
up operations in Elsdorf and at 0600 D company was 
moved· from Etzweiler to Elsdorf to reinforce E and F 
companies. Progress was slow in E and F com~anies' 
zones due to the stiffened enemv resist:-mce which 
consisted of Sl!lall groups of enemy ir~.f8lltry, ~ro
tected by buildings and supported by tanks. D co 
was employed on the east side of toYm and made 
good progress. Bv 1800 all resistance had been 
cleared from the town and all ele~ents of the 2nd 
Bn had been moved into Elsdorf. The AT platoon was 
employed on road blocks in F co's sector. During the 
eperations in Elsdorf, approxi~ately 60 prisoners 
were taken and several killed. The 2nd Bn 36th AIR 
lost 3 men killed and 3 wounded. 

During the early hours of the morning, both forces 
continued to expand their bridgeheads ~YJ.d TF Rich
ardson reported that they were receiving strong oppo
sition from the enerr:.y' s prepare(1

. positions on the 
east side of the Erft. At 024o both forces reported 
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that the·r had two com:oe.nies of inf:.·.ntrv n.cross the 
Canal and b~.r 0515 the- 3rd 3n 36th !-.I!t had advanced 
300 yards from the bridge site ut Glesch. Constructior 
on both bridges had been started at this time. Work 
on the bridges progressed slowly due to heavy small 
arms and artillery fire that was fallL~g on the ·b~idg~ 
sites. TF Hogan was ordered to seize the high groud 
~ast of the Glesch bridge-site in ord~r to renove the 
small arms fi~e falling on the bridge - and also to 
erase the enemy's observation. At 0912 TF Hogan 
moved the Infantr' company that remmned west of tl::le 

.Erft into the bridgehead east of the canal to streng
then further that position. TF Richardson re~orted 
a counter-attack on the right flank of the Paffendorf 
bridgehead at 0940. This attcck was p~eceded by four 
fe:in.ts directed to deter:::L~e the strength~ then the 
main attack consisting of an estimated bGttalion ef 
Infantry, supported by two over-watching tanks, attack
ed the right flank of the position. This constituted 
a serious threat on the bridgehead, since the Inf 
company that held the right flank re~orted that they 
could not hold the attack without further support. 
However, at this time the last sections of the tread
way were in the process of being laid on the Paffendorf 
bridge and a Platoon of Tanks from H Co 32nd AR was 
alerted to move into the bridgehead to meet the attacl 
immediately upon the completion of the bridge. As the 
last section of ' the bridge was laid, the tank platoon 
rushed across and took the attacking infantry under 
fire. The enemy infantr7 was dispersed and the cohnt~~
attack contained. At 1120 TF Hogan moved a company 
of tanks (Co G 33rd .L~) over the Pnffendorf bridge 
into the Glesch bridgehead to further reinforce that 
area. TF Hogan's attack contL~ued throughout the day 
and at 1750 had occupied the trench ~ystem extending 
from 205649 to 203652 then west to 198656 •. The GJesch 
bridge had not been · completed due to the loss of two 
bridge trucks by enemy fire. Two replacement trucks 
\Vere immediately dispatched to the bridge site ~amt··by 
the close of the period, the bridge wa~ reported to 
be in the process of completion. · 
At 0300 Kerpen was cleare ::~ by the 1st Bn 36th AIR and 
defensive positionawere occupied. Tan.~s of E and F 
cos of 32nd }~ wer~ moved into positions to support 
against any c'ounter-attack.. These positions were helc 
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while elements of the 8th Ip~ Div p~ssed through to 
make a bridgehead across the· ~;: rft Canal- At 1030 the 
Bn was relieved by ele~ents of the 1st Bn 12lst Inf 
and moved back to assembly are~s in the vicinity of 
Bergerhausen. At 1200 the Bn had closed at Berger
hausen and plans were beL~ made to move to Thorr. 

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR remainei in Elsdorf on the defense. 
All companies had organized a perimeter defense. One 
rou.'"l.d of enemy artillerJ, calibre ur:knovm, was re
ported as having fallen in Elsdorf. The mission of 
CCB ~2nd Bn 36th AIR) had been acco~plished. Losses 
were light, and the 2nd Bh 36th AIR had played a de
cisive part in the breaking through of the ene~y's 
defenses east of the Roer river and opening the 
approaches to the "Cologne Plain". 

Composition of troops on this date were as follows 
in CCR: 

TF Hogar.: 3nd Bn 33rd Armd .ftegt 'minus 1 plat. 
3nd ·Bn 36th L~d Inf Rect less Co G. 
3rd Plat, Co C 23rd Armd Engr Bn 
3rd Plat Co C 703rd TD Bn. 

TF Richardson: 
3rd Bn 32nd Armd Regt less one ?lat 
3rd Bn 13th In! Re~t 
1st Plat c'o C 23rd-Armd Engr Bn 
2nd Pl~t Co C 703ri TD Bn 

TF Thomas: Co·G 36th l~d Inf Regt 
Co C 703rd TD Bn less 3 nlats 
Co C 23rd Armd Eng Bn less 2 :ol'3.ts 
2nd Plat Co q 33rd. Armd Regt ~Lt Tks) 
3rd Plat Co I 32nd Armd Rget (I~ed Tanks) 

The beginning of the period foQ~d TF Hogan, with TF 
Thomas attached, engaged with the e!letey · east of the 
Erft Canal be~ond Blesch. The first crossin~ of the 
Erft had been· made on the ni .~ ht of the 27th ~f Feb 45 
and 28 Feb had been sp~nt in enlarging the bridgehead 
and the subsequent building of a bridge.· TF Hogan's 
bridge at 200648 was completed at 0055 1 Mar 45. In
termittent mortar, artille~r and s~all arms fir :: fell 
on .this bridge site and on the front line throughout 
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the day. At 12CO the east abut;ne:!'lt o:: the en ~ ech 
bridge collapsed. and. repai::- work ·:ms started at 

1340. It was estimated. that the b:-id.;e would be 
ready for use b~r 2400. TF Richa.r<.lson had secured 
a shal2ow bridgehead over the Erft C-mal in the 
vicinity of Paffendorf on the nig::t of 27 .~\::>b 45. 
Expansion of the brid;ehead took plac~ on 28 Feb 
45 and was continu.e1 or.. 1 ?far 45. Th!! bridee was 
completed ~n the last da.~~ o= February in time to 
meeting a serious ene~ co~~ter-attack on that date 
and was in use on lliarch lst. An a:!'lti-tan::: ditch 
at 221638 proved to be quite ~~ obetacle to TF 
Richardson, but b-... 0220 it had bee!!. crossed a.~d 
a strong :position was held in the vicinity of 
223645. Ene~J opposition consisted. of hea~r 
mortar and artiller:r fire during the day, together 
with small:~ arms fire. Enem~r :patrols were encoun
tered during the morning. Two eneo·r tanks were 
destroyed at 0850. 
The 395th RCT, 99th Division, attacked through TF 
Richardson's p::si tion at 0300 with the mission of 
expanding the bridgehead to the south. The 4th 
Cav Sqd passed throu;h TF Hogan's :position with 
the mission ef protecting the left flank of the 
bridgehead and of seizing the 4igh ground north 
of Glesch. 
The 83rd Armd Rcn Bn was attached to CCR at 1800 
and was given the mission of securing the slag 
pile at 244655, of clearing eneny resistance from 
the woods in front of T? Richardson's position 
and of securing a line of departure for the attack 
ot TF Richardson. The tine of attack was set for 
the 83rd Rcn Bn was 0200 2 mar 45. 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR remained attached to CCA and se
cured the towns of Widdendorf and Thorr. 
~he 2~d Bn. 36th AIR, as a component of crcB, moved 
trom Elsdorf and assembled in Glesch. Movement was 
without particular incident and the Bn closed .in 
assembly area at 1145. 

Time ot attack of the 83rd Rcn Bn was changed to 030C 
and at that time th~~ began the attack to secure a 
line ef departure for the attack of TF Richardson 
which was to be launched at 0700. The 83rd Rcn Bn 
advanced .steadily in two columns and by 0500 the 
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right column had r : ached a line running from 244645 
to 247644 and at 0536 hours the left column had 
reached a line extcndin~ from 239652 to 242650. 
At 0700 TF Richardson passed through the 83rd Rcn 
Bn and the 83rd reverted to DiYision control. TF 
Richardson advanced in two columns. E~eDy resistance 
was very stubborn and at this time consisted of art
illery, mortar, tank, anti-tank and s~all ar.:ts fire. 
This type of resistanc~ was met th~oughout the ·morn
ing, but by excellent performance in the use of our 

. superior fire power and . mane'..~ver, two companies of 
in:fantry and five medium tanks had succeeded in . 
entering Nieder~sem .by 1100. The ene:::ty continued 
to resist in the town but b~ 1600 the main part of 
the town was cleared and at l740 Richardson-reported 
that he was in position to button up for the night. 
Only the extreme northeastern'edge of the town re
mained in .enemy hands. TF Hogan at~acked on the left 
of .TF Richardson at 0700 ~rom a line of departure in 
the vicinity of 203652. Likewise, their opposition 
was ~eavy and consisted initially of heavy small arms 
and mortar fire. The advance of the armor was de
layed by an AT ditch at 206657. Rcn ~~d work pro
duced a crossing and the tanks moved in behind the 
infantrv. On attempting to push the attack to Wie
denfeld·, the tanks and infantry Det anti-tank· fire 

·from that vicinity. B-" noon TF Hasan was stopped 
by the resistance and it was 1400 before the town 
was entered. · The to\7n ~as ~leared of the enemy, a 
minefield was removed and at 1600 orders were is~ed 
to TF Hogan to continue the attacl: from Wiedenfeld 
to Auenheim. Enemy fire was heav~r from the 1 eft 
flank and for that reason TF Hogan's attack was di
verted to the southeast. The or:L~r directed that 
the Combat Command's ~eserve would secure Widenfeld, 
but was later e;hanged as CG, · ~rd .d..rmd Div, ordered 
CCB to send a .force there for that pur~ose. By 2000 
Auenheim was se.cured . and TF Hogan buttoned up there 
for the night·. · At the close of the period., elements 
TF Hogan left at Wiedenfeld were bei!lg relieved by 
TF ~lf el born of CCB. 
The lst Bn 36th AIR, . as part of TF Dean of C8A, cross
ed the Erft . Canal at Bergheim and o.t J:. acked Oberhaussem. 
The attack continued throughout the day agai!lst mod
erate resistance and bv the cloc~ o:? ~:1c ~ · :::."'iod the 
town was secured. . . 
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The 2nd Bn 36th Armd Inf Regt, pa:-t of TF ·.':el'born 
of CCB, followed TF Hogan m1d relieved elements of 
TF Hogan in ·.aedr.n:feld. 

At 0700 TF Hogan attacked from Aue~eim in the di
rection of Rheidt. The 3rd Bn 36th AIR reached Moh
chof at 0720 and b~r 0900 h::-~d closed and secured the 
town. Infa.ntr;-r had worked forward under cover of 
darlmess and the town was entered and taken without 
difficul t•r. After moving forward from Monchof the 
TF cat:1e U..'rlder enemy tank fire. The enem_-,r tank was 
destroyed and the advance continued. Other enemy 
tanks were encountered during th':' morning. At 1400 
TF Hogan repartee. a battalion of the 99th Divsion 
on the left had been contacted. The action of 
this battalion was coordinuted with the action of 

·TF Hogan through the CG, as Rheidt was also that 
battalion!e objective. By 1545 Rheidt had been taken 
and TF Hogan was pre~ared to continue on mission. 
Tank fire was a~a~n directed against TF Hogan as it 
left Rhei.dt. The fire cal!te from the left flank and 
it was necess~; to use an alternate route to get by 

. it, even though fighter bombers were used as support. 
By 2035 TF Hogan had reached Stommeln and at the close 
of the period was engaged in clearing the Northwest . 
section of the town •• TF Richardson moved out in the 
attack on Ingendorf at 0700 and was met immediately 
by AT fire from vicinity of 261671. The enemy con
tinued to resist the advance of TP Richardson by AT 
and small ~ fire from 268662 and 298683, but Ing
endorf was captUred and the advance on Sto~~eln was 
taken up at 1000. Heavy AT fire forced the tanks 
to withdraw to the edge of Ingendorf. The platoon 
of medium tanks !rom CCR reverted to Battalion con-

. trol at 1200. 
Before it was possible to take Sto~~eln, it was ne
cessary 'to stage a coordinated attack in conju...'1ction 
with TF Lovelady of CCB. It was a well defended town 
with a minefield which had to be breached, a road 
block which had to be removed, and AT and small arms 
which had to be neutralized. 
With TF Lovelady attacking on the right, TF Richard
son in the center and TF Hog:m coming in on the left, 
the enemy resistance could no longer hold and at 1700 
TF Richardson was able to get beyond the railroad. 
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From that time on the resista..."'lce vras not st!'ong, 
and b•r the close of the period, the southv:estern 
part of the town was secured. 
T:s' Welborn of CCE (2nd Bn 36th ~i.I3.) followed TF 
Love.la.dy and .at 1600 was ordered to attack Sir!!l.er.s
dorf at once. The Task Force launched its attack 
against mode~ate opposition of AT Fire and small 
arms fire, but was moving into the to·wn b:r 1900. 
By 2015 ~he town was secured. -
The 1st Bn 36th AIR (TF Doan of CCA) capturedFlies
teden after which the~r launched an attack on Geyen, 
coordinated with an attack b•.r TF Kane on Pulhein. 
After the capture of Geyen, the bat~alion then attack
ed Sinth~rn, which was t~~en by 1915 and secured by 
2005.. . . . 
In referring to the· action of CCR and of the other 
units of · the Division, the DiYision Co:m.T'!ta.nder asked 
that it be made known to ~he troops that th· day's 
operation was as near perfect as an·.,.t::L"'lg he had 
ever seen •. 

Both task forces contin~ed to . secure positions in · 
Stommeln and took over positions held previously 
by TF Lovelad~r in the eastern pc.~rt of the town. 
Road blocks were established and p~trols were in 
operation by nightfall for the security of. the 
Combat Command area. Co H (minus 1 ulat)•32nd .{R 
from TF Richards9n, was attached to S3rd Rcn Bn at 
0645. The remaining platoon was ~ttached to 4th·Cav 
Sqd of the 4th Cuvalry Group • 

. 1st Bn 36th AIR was relieved in Geyen and Sinthern 
and moved to ·Pulheim. 
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR continued to secure Sinnersdorf. 

The following message was received from the Command
ing General, 3rd Armored Division: 
"Advise all of the following: I!iy personal congratu
lations for a nearly perfect operation. C0ngratu1a
tions on spearheading 7th Corps, the leadinG 1st Army 
troops, to the Rhine •. COLLINS 7th Corps. Acknow
ledged-ROSE." 
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3-6-45 

3-7-45 

CCR continued to secure tl::; Ston!!l.eL'l'l. area. At 2100 
TF Hog:n was attached to .CG3 a..'l'l.d beg2n move!:lent to an assembly ar~a at 4264 at 220C. 
1st Bn 36th AIR (TF D·)an CC.;.) attacked Colosn,e and 
at 0710 the leading ele:::~nts hn.d entered the out
sk..:.rts of the city against moderate r~sistance. The 
advance into the ci tv continued tlu-o"t:.g1:1out the day. 
House to house fighting and nop:ping u:p was the ty];le 
of action carried on. 
~he. 2nd En 36th AIR (TF Welborn C03) attacked at 0400 
and secured the tov!:'ls of Vollr.hoven, Esch, Lindweiler, 
Longeric::I., Pesch, 'if:..ll:nuth, Heimersdorf and Bergheim
ho~t, all suburbs of Cologne. 

The Combat Com..~d remained in an assembly position 
in Stom.meln throughout the dav and was out of contact 
with the enemy. Patrols prQvided security for the are< 
Co H 32nd AR returned from the 83rd Rcn Bn and 104th 
Cavalry. 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR (TF Doa..'l'l.) continued house to hous~ 
fighting in Cologne and by 1845 had reached the famouL 
Dm.l Cathedral on the west bank of the Rhine River. The 
1st :3n was. the "Spearhead" of the Spearhead Division 
in the attack on Cologne • 

. The 2nd Bn (TF Welborn CCB) attacked at 0400 and bv 
0710 had seized Niehl, a suburb of Cologne b~ 1245. 
The attack was continued ag~inst moderate resistan~ 
toward the Rhine River. Enemv resistance indicated 
that he did not intend to put up a strong defense in 
the city. 

TF Richardson of CCR reDained in S-l;o:".meln in an 
assembly area. TF Lovelady (2nd Bn 33rd AR; 2nd Bn 
13th Inf, Plat Co B 103rd TD Bn, Plat Co B 23rd Engr) 
was detached i'rom CCB at 1200 and was attached to CCR 

-The Task Force moved to asseobl~r area at Pulheim and 
Sinnersdorf during the afte~oon. · 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR continued to secure positions 
along the Rhine ~iver in Cologne. 
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR remainea ~ asse~bly position as 
part oi' TF Welborn, the reserve of CCB. 
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The 3rd Bn 36th AIR, a component of TF Hog~~ attached 
to CCB, continued to clear the assigned zone of the 
enem-,;r and by 1800 the battalion had reached the Rhi.IJ! 
in Cologne. · 

At 1350 CCR was ulaced on a t·.7o hour alert and orders 
were issued to make a route recoru~aissance to the 
vicinity of Br·J.hl, Germany, wher .:; it was co:::te~plated 
th~t the Combat Coa~d might be moved for employoent. 
CCR was attached to the lst Inf Div effective at 1435 · 
and began movement to an asse~nbly area in the vicinity 
of Liblar, Germany. The last ele~ents of CCR closed 
in the area at 2330. The composition for the Combat 
Coomand was now as follows: 
Task Force Richardson: 3nd Bn 32nd AR; 3nd Bn 13th 
Inf Regt; 1st Plat Co C 23rd Engr Bn; 2d Plat Co C 
703rd TD Bn~ 
TF Lovelady: 2nd Bn 33rd AR; 3rd Bn 36th AIR; Plat 
Co B 703rd TD Bn; Plat Co B 23rd Armd Eng Bn. 
CC Contra~: Co C 703rd TD Bn minus 3 plats; Co C 
23rd Armd Eng Bn minus 2 plats; Det Co B Maint Bn. 

The :;rd Bn 36.th AIR had been r '.! liev~ d from TF Hogan 
in time to join TF Lovelady at Pulheim. The 2nd Bn 
13th Inf .was relieved from attachnent prior to de
parture and reverted to regimental control, 13th 
Inf Regiment, . 
The Stommeln area previpusly occupied by CCR w~s 
taken over by .COB. . 
On arriving at Liblar, CCR became the reserve of the 
1st Inf Div and was to be used to exploit a bridge
head in the eYent that.the bridge over the Rhine 
River at Bonn was captured. The Combat Co~~and was 
put on a two hour alert by the 1st Inf Div; 
The let Bn 36th AIR, attached to CCA, and the 2~d Bn 
36th AIR attached to CCB, remained in position in 
Cologne, securing the west bank of the Rhine river. 

At 0726 a report from Iiq 1st Int Div was rece i ved to 
the effect th~t the bridge at Bonn h~d two spans des
troyed. In vie'.v of this in:for.1ation, CCR wc.s taken 
off the alert ·and a period of reha:bili tation, training 
and maintenance began. 

-108-



•:·· 

'· 

THIItTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• Spta~htad ::DoughboiJs" 

* NORMANDY *· NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 

3-10-45 
to 

3-18-45 

3-19-45 

3-20-45 

There was no ch~ge in the attachment and disposition 
of the 1st a."ld 2nd Bns of the 36th XIR. The·:-- reno.ined 
in the Cologne ar~a, attached tc CCA and CCB respect
ively. 
CCR remained in the Liblar area.. Re~:a1)ili tation, 
maintenance and training were conducted throughout 
th~ period 10 Mar 45 to 18 Mar 45. The Combat Co~and 
was relieved from attacb!:lent to 1st Inf Div at 1000 
17 Mar 45, and reverted to control of 3rd ~d Div • 

. . On 18 Mar 45 CC"A and CC'B were rel'ieved in Cologn.~ by 
elements of the 104th Inf Div. The 1st Bn and 2nd 
'Bn 36th AIR rem~ined·:at:,tached to CCA and CCB respect
ively and moved to the vicinity of Bruhl and Eachem, 
Germany, for rest, rehabilitation and maintenance. 

Rest, rehabilitation, maintenance and ·training were 
continued by CCR. At 0830:. · 3rd Bn 33rd .AR rejoined 
the Combat Command, replacing 2nd Bn 33rd AR which waf 
relieved and reverted to CCB control. The 3rd Bn 13ih 
I~ Regt was detached from Combat Command at 1500 · 
and reverted to 13th Infe~try regimental control. 
There ~as no change in status or dispos~tions of the 
1st and 2nd Bmr 36th AIR. 

At 0730 CCR was again attached to the 1st Inf Div. 
The ·composition of the Combat Command was as follows .: 
TF Richardson: 3nd Bn 32nd AR; 3nd Bn 36th AIR minus 
I Co; 1st Plat Co C 23rd Arm.d Eng Bn; 2nd Plat Co C 
703rd TD Bn. · 
TF Brown: 3nd Bn 33rd AR; Co I 36th AIR; 3rd Plat Co 

' C 23rd Armd Eng Bn; 3rd Plat Co C 703rd T~ Bn. 
0 ' 

CC Control:· 54th AFA Bn; Co b 23rd -~d Eng Bn minus 
2 plats; 'Ce C, 7.03rd TD Bn minus 2 plats. Det Co B 
Main Bn. : · 

Platoon which ·had previously b . en with 83rd Rcn Bn 
reverted to. Company control at 0845. 
At 1100 orders were issued to move at 1245 to c~oss 
the Rhine River ·over the VII Corps Pontoon Bridge north 
of Remagen to an assembly area in the yicinity of R~n
nef, Germany. Movement started at 1245 and at 15CO 
the .first tank arrived on the east bank of the RhL"le 
River. Ord~s were issued enroute for TF Richardson 

·to continue th.e·. marc!J. and assemble near Ittenbach, 

~; 
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Germany. All U.."lits closed in their as3embl~r areas 
b~r 2045. Co I 36th .HR 'Has relieved from TF Brown 
at 2250 and was attached to TF Richardson. TF Rich
ardson relieved ele~ents of the 16t~ Ir~ north of 
Ittenbach during the night of 2e-21 March in :pre
paration for an attack at 0600 21 Mar 45. 

\ 

The attack of the 16th Inf on the left of TF Rich
ardson began at 0300 and by 0400 had reached 655360. 
The mission of the Combat Command was to destroy the 
enelii:"r in its zone as far north c.s the Sieg River·, the 
final objective being Buisdorf and Honnef. The zone 
was narrow and as a resul~ the order for the attack 
designated an attack in column of task forces with 
TF Richardson leadin~ and TF Brown in reserve. Since 
the zone of the Combat· Comm.and crossed the boundary 
of the 1st Inf Div and the 78th Int Div ~he unusual 
situation of changing from control of one division 
to that of another in the midst of the attack gave 
rise to several problems, chiefly artillery fire, 
which had to be solved .. 
TF Richardson attacked in ~ro columns at 0600 and 
progress was good. B'" 0700 the right colunm had se
cured Bockeroth and b~ 0810 the left column was in 
the southern part of Rauschendorf. The right colwnn 
was help up b·.· direct fire from the vicinity of 'Rott 
and the bridge running northwest which overlooked 
the route of advance. ·The 1st Int Div, in whose · 
zone the resistance was located; was re~ucsted to 
assist i~ reducing it. Air su:p:port .was used, but 
it was onlv .after a more covered route of advance 
was located that the advance could proceed • . It was 
1330 before Dambroich was entered. 
The left column attacked and secured Birlinghoven 
and continued the advance to Nieder Pleis by 1900, 
where the route was blocked by a blown bridge at 
634416. Plans were nade to build ~ bridge, but one 
company of infant~! from TF Richardson was ordered ~ 

. cross and take Buisdorf. B:r 2335 the infantry force 
from TF ~ichardson was in Buisdorf and were receiv~ 
intermittent artillery and mortar fire. House to 
house type of fighting made progress slow. TF Brown 
advanced behind TF Richardson by bounds and was orderec 
to attack at 0630 22 Mar 45 and take Hon."lef. Major 
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3-23-45 

3-24-45 

Bro\vn was instr~cted to move his force northeast 
from Dambreich a."'l.d begin the attac!c at 0600. 
The 78th Inf Div had _cooperated to the utmost with 
the Combat Co~and, and due to a shortage of Infantry 
of the Combat Commznd, the 78th hnd sent a battalion 
to attack the ground a~d wood :d ar~a in the vici~ity 
of 6540. This assisted materia:.ly in the plan for 
TF Brovm and ai'ter 2100 when a route across the 
creek had bee~ fou:. d, the TF moved up. The close 
of the period found patrols out attempting to locate 
routes and enemy resistance. 
There was no change in status of the 1st and 2nd Bns 
of the 36th .Armd Inf Regt. 

· TF Richardson conti~ued operations in Busidorf and by 
0500 that place was re;orted secured. Co G 36th AIR 

.proceed'3d to the east and took the town of Stossdorf. 
Time o: attack for TF Brovm was changed to 0400. The 
tan}:s met consid:)rable difficul t~r from terrain and 
the enemy offered ·moderate opposition. The leading 
elements entered Hennef at lOCO, but fighting con
tinued unti·l late afternoon when the town was re
ported secure. TF Brovm was relieved by the 2nd Bn 
309th Inf at 2100 and the Task Force be3an movement 
to assembly area at Olinghoven. 
The 3rd Bn 414th Inf wn.s attach ·::: :~ to CCR and moved 
to the vici!l.it1r of Hovel. Orders were received to 
move·· the Combat Corar::and on th~ mornin;::: of 23 :.:ar 45 
to the vicinit·~ of Hovel and rejoin the 3rd .L"T"Ild 

.Div." The Combat Coa~and was relieved from 78th Inf 
Div effective 2200. 
There was no change in status or dia~ositions of 
the let and 2nd Bns 36th AIR. 

At 0925 movement to as~embly area in the vicinity 
of Hovel commenced ~"'ld by 1058 all units had closed. 

The 1st and 2nd Bns 36th Armd Inf, as components of 
CCA and CCB respectively, moved across the Rhine dur
ing the day and assembled in the division area (7030) 

All units o~ CCR remained in the assembly area at 
Hovel. CO and staff studied plans for an e~tensive 
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operation which v1ould carry the Conba.t Co:m.~a."ld to 
Altenkirchen. 
The~e was no change in the 1st and 2nd Ens ;6th AIR. 

A;t 0400 the ;rd Ar~d Division attacked 1.'lith CCA and 
CC:S abr'3ast, with CSP. following on the t'.-vo center 
routes. Altenkirchen was the initial objective, but 
orders were isgued that the adva."lce would not be 
halted out of contact with the ene~. 
TF Richardson used the ri~ht center route in the 
Division zone and maintained close contact with 
TF Kane of CCA. TF Hogan used the left center route 
and maintained close c·ontact with CCB. Com:posi tion 
of task forces was the same as before, except that 
entire ;rd Bn 36th AIR, was attached to TF Hogan • 

. Lt Col Hogan had returned from leave and assumed 
command of· the Task Force. Movement began from 
the assembly area at Hovel at 1450 and by 2030 all 
units had closed in an assemblv area near Krauts-
heid, Germany. · v . 
The 1st Bn 3~th AIR .attacked at 0400 as part of TF 
Dean and advanced on Route 4, the southern route. · 
TF Doan ran into a minefield at 753293 and 20..mm . 
and SP fire slowed the advance. After overcoming 
the resistance, the adv~"lce was rapid until more 
resistance consisting of nine· 2e-mm ~lak guns and 
tow tanks was met at Schoneberg (806287). Artillery 
fire knocked out the flak positions and one tank 
and the advance toward Flammersfeld (8527) was re
sumed. :Between Schonenerg and Flammersfeld two 
road blocks and heavy small arms fire were · encoun
tered and the close of the ueriod found the force 
short of Flammersfeld. -

· The 2nd Bn ;6th AIR attached to TF :,'felborn. CCB 
attacked through the 1st In! DiY and advanced to and 
secured the town of Ker.Teiss b·" the end of the perial • 
The line of attack was along a main road on a ridge 
line, always under observation of the enemy from·':the 
front and flank. A strong enemy position was met 
initially~ but . . it was overcome by use of artillery. 
After that, ch~ef difficUlt was from terrain. 
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3-26-45 Contact was maintained with CCA and CCB throughout 
the morning. At 1430 orders were received to employ 
TF Richardson in the zone betwee~ TF Lovelady of CCB 
and TF Kane of CCA for the purpose of aidL~g the 
advance of CCB and to clear the enemv from his assem
bly area at 1500, but the progress was slow due to 
the condition of the roads and traff~c congestion. 
However, AlterJdrchcn was reached by 1700 without 
opposition and mopping-up operations against remain
ing enemy there were taking place. At 1805 orders 
were received to continue the advance to the east 
on Routes 1 and 2 of the Division, taking over~the 
mission of CCB. · TF Hogan was moved forward and ad
vanced on Route 1 • . TF Richardson continued to ad
vance 0n Route 2. By the close of the period both 
columns were proceeding slowly due to the visibility 
and the terrain. 
1st Bn 36th AIR: At 0630 TD's with the 1st Bn 36th 
knocked out a Mark V tank at Flammersfeld and the 

. attack moved on to Obor Wambach, they were met by 
heavy AT ·and artillery fir·=· After overcoming this 
resistance with artille~J, the advru~ce continued to 
Hachenburg ( 0629) without difficul t~r. During the 

· · night heav•.r mortar tire tell on the north edge of 
the town. · 
2nd Bn 36th AIR: By 0200 the road which had . caused 
delay of the ·battlion on the day before was· re-paired 
and the advance continued to the high ground east of 
Rettersen.The high ground was · secured by 0345 and 
the attack for Hasselbruch was continued at 0730. 
Tank and AT fire blocked advance, L~flicted losses · 
aad the force was ordered back to reorganize. A 
dismounted attack, scheduled for 1300, was also de
layed by observed artiller~.r fire, and it Wt?..~ not u.~t l 
1430 that the attack was launched. This time it was 

· successful and the to· ·:n was secure l bv 1545. A road 
block held up the advance on Oberoth," but was over
come and the tovm secured by 2400. Enemy resistance . 
consisted ot small arms tire and harassing artillery 
tire. 

3-27-45 TF Hogan continued to advance throughout the night 
and morning. At :Jei tefeld (1336) some r8sista.nce was 
met, but was quickly o~ercome and the advance con
tinued·, TF Richardson maint.-:.ined a ra:;;:id advance 
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throw;hout the day. : ne:::::.-~ resistance wa::; licht but 
there rms difficulty fro::!. t:=r:-:-~in. 3y the close of 

. the period, TF Richardson •:Ja.s continuing the ad
vance .on J)i:.lenburg a"1.d ~? Hog:::-..n hal ted for refuel
i."l'l ']; northeC~.st of Eof. 
Ths 1st Bn 35th.;:.!R con · inued a r::-:~1iC. adva:'lce •.vi th 
TF Doan end b·.' close of the pe:::.~iod had captured and 
secured H-.rborn and had secured a crossin~ over the 
Dill River. Contact was :::::-.de ·:.i ~h the 7th Armd Div 
on the right flan:·:::. ·The 2nd Bn 36th ·~m with TF · 
\~elhorn moved in r~serve on Route 2 ar..d closed at 
Holn at 2200. 

TF Eogan, after refueling, continued a rapid advance 
and by 0730 ~~d ent~red Dillenberg with little oppo
sition and had secured the to\7n bv 0930. TF Rich
ardson advanced rapidly with light resistance and 
by 1015 was on the objective in the area south of 
Dillcnberg at Niederscheld. Both TF's secured the 
objective throughout the day ~"l'l.d pl~~s were made 
for a long thrust northward with Paderborn as the 
obj -::ctive. 

· The 1st Bn conducted maintenance of equipment pending 
receipt of new orders as CCB passed through CCA. 

Both c lumns moved from Dillenburg at 0600 with TF 
Hogan on route 1, the left route. TF Richardson's 
advance was very rapid and in on~ instance advanced 
50 miles in five hours and 13 minutes. TF Hogan's 
advance proceeded rapidly at first but was held up 
b7 heav•.r resist~1ce during the late morning. By 1200 
TF Hogan was oiit of communication. T1 Richardson 
reached Brilon at 1800 and cleared and secured the 
town. A relay station was sent back over the route 
to contact TF Hogan. The force coiled in the vi
cinity of Thulen for the night. The adv~1ce of 
87 miles from Dillenburg to Thulen was made in 16 
hours. 
The 2nd Bn followed the 83rd Rcn Bn and at the end 
pf the period was at Ober t:arsburg, less tha."l 30 
kilometers from the .final objective. 

Tlie 1st Bn 36th AIR was in CCA and followed TF Love
lady on route 3. 
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3-30-45 T1 Richardson jumped off at 0700 on Route 2 and ad
vanced initially wi~h no op~osition. Later sm~ll 

3-31-45 

·pockets of resistance were met and quicldy overrun. 
Upon reaching 683392, heavy resistance fron ene~7 
panzerfausts and tar..ks were encountered. Close air . 
support from dive-5ombers was given and aided the 
advance of the col~Ln to (682415) Nordberchen, where 
at the close of the period the force was engaged in 
.clearing the town of very stubborn SS troops. TF 
Hogan continued the advance throughout the night 
and at 0345 was ordered to move by a lateral route 
to route 2 and to follow ·route 2 to Brilon where it 
would resume the advance on Route 1, the 1·eft route. 
The column advanced rapidly to Wewer (668436) where 
they were stopped by panzerfaust and small arms fir·~ . 

In the (:.ase of J>oth TF Richardson and TF Hogan the 
resistance proved to be the strongest that had been 
met on the drive. The defenders were troops from an. 
army school center north of Paderborn, who were first 
class troops and who knew how to defend with what 
they had. The panzerfaust was used effectively as an 
anti-personnel weapon. 

•. 

The 2nd Bn ;6th AIR attached to CCB, passed through 
the 83rd Rcn Bn at 1200. Stiff resistance was en
countered .·in the vicni t7 of Etteln (710373) -.and 
Ha.:1born. (718410). In the vicinity of Haoborn the 
enemy attacked. the center of the column bv careful 
choice of terrain~and lack of armor in the column 
permitted him :t;o destD17Y a large n"LU!lber of half
track vehic~es~ The battalion was disorg~ized 

.. to a certain e:rlent and CCA sent a force to clean 
· ouir ... thee enalitJ!-;. 

The 1st Bn 36th AIR fought SS troops south of Etteln 
and in the Baddeken Forest. Small arms fights con
tinued through~ut the night. · 

TF Hogan spent the entire dav in clearing stubborn 
resistance from Wewery At 1953 the town was report
ed cleared and secured. Resistance of the sa~e type 
as th~ day before mad~ it an extremel~ dif!icult 
task to rid the town of the enemy. TP Richardson 
also fought a s.tuboorn enemy all. day. At 2330 Task 
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Force Richardson re~orted Nordborchen secured and 
a force moved north-as far as the ro~d at 690425. 
TF Hogan sent a small force to S~lzkotten to seize 
that place, and b"r 2230 the force ho.d reached the 
Road Junction at 630409 and received pru1zerfaust 
and small ~s fire. It was delayed in moving fur
ther by a bum ins e!l em•,r vehicle. However, the 
high ground northwest of Wewer was secured and the 
task force buttoned up. 

The 1st Bn 36th AIR spent the day in clearing the 
Baddeken Forest. 
~he 2nd Bn 36th AI~ of TF ~elborn, CCE, attacked 
to seize the high ground three kilometers south 
of Paderborn. The ground was secured without op~o
sition, but the enemy counter-attacked with five 
tanks at 1830 and drove them back to the vicinitv 
of Ham.born. The battalion assault guns accounted 
for three of the five enemy tanks and after the 
;force was reorganized, the high ground was ta:!-::en 
and secured. 
The account of the drive made b·· thi Third Armored. 
Division, as reported in this document, does not 
tell the complete story of the enorreous amount of 
enemy equipment overrun, the ~ast supplies taken, 
the stagijering number of pri~oners captured, the 
cummunication lines disrupted, the road nets cut, 
or the great morale effect it had on the German 
civilian· and military population. This account 
is more of a factual record of how it was done. 

Task Force Richardson continued his operation 
begun the da:-.r previous to seize the high ground 
northeast of Nordborchen (0355) to improve his 
position. and cover the attack of TF Boles. At 
0355 hours this objective was reached after over
coming resistance from entrenched infant~ and 

· some anti-tanK f~e. They secured their positions 
and started patrol contact with TF Boles at 693448. 

,, TF Hogan attacked southwest fram Wewer, seizing 
Salzkotten. The TF entered Salzkotten at ~110 
against comparatively l~ght resis~ance. By 0440 
the town was cleared and secured, and tanks pushed 
out to ~he high ground north of the town. Task Force 
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Hog8ll left a small blockinr: force or.. the m~in road 
at the northeast edge of We•.1er :'..Ild a:.::.other sn:a.ll 
i11f:::.ntr-.r force a.t 658446 i::1 nasi tion to !ire on the 
Salzkot.ten-Paderborn road. Salzkotten was secured 
during the day and p~trol contact maintaL~ed vrith 
TF Boles at 671442. The combat co~~~d CP moved 
to Nordborchen (683<a7) at 0900 hours. 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR attached to CCA as u:.rt of ~F 
Boles, attacked through TF Ric!lardson at Hordborche!1 
at 0626 and advanced north to Paderborn. Dug-in 
enemy tanks, anti-tonk fire and s~o..ll arms fh·e 
were encountered, but they proceede~ across the 
railroad and helped clear and secure their sector. 
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR attached to CCB as nart of TF 
Welborn, attacked Paderborn in the northeast part 
of the town and helped clear this sector. 

TF Richardson moved into .\lfen at 1000 ar-d continued 
to secure the town of Kirkborchen and Alfen and main
tain patrol contacts with TF Boles on the north, 83rd 
AFA Bn on the east, and both forces of TF Hogan. Sane 
prisoners of War were brought in. TF ~agar.. continued 
to secure Salzkotten and Newer and maintained con
tact b~.r pa.trols with TF Boles to the east and TF 
Richardson. During the night 1-2 April, the route 
of TF Boles' patrol was cut by enemy infiltration 
on the road, vicinity 660450, and at 0730 a force 
from TF Hogan moved out to sweep this area and the 
woods, vicinity 658453. The enemy forces had with
drawn, and no contact was made. Beginning at 2000 
elements of TF Hogan in Salzkott.en were being con
tacted b-~ patrols from the 2nd Bn 16th In.f in Gesche . 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR remained attached to CCA as prxt 
of TF Boles, and continued to secure the western parJ 
of Paderborn and maintain natrol contact with CCB anc 
CCR. . ·- . 

. The 2nd Bn 36th AIR a.s part of TF i'/elborn ( CCB) con
tinued to secure the northeast part of Paderborn and 
conducted security patrols. 
CCR continued to defend, patrol ~~d maint~in road 
blocks throughout the period. TF Hogan sent a ~atrol 
north from Salzkotten which made contact with ele
ments of the 8th Armd Div at 597432 at 1555. Another 
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patrol was sent to Upspringe during the day, without 
opposition. TF R~chardson continued to patrol and 
defend throughout the day and night. Sam~ Prisoners 
of war were brought in. 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR remained attached to CCA as D~~ 
of TF Boles, an~ sent patrols to Del~ruck to contact 
the 8th .Armd Div. :Pa.trols were maintained thr0ugh
out the period. 
The 2nd Battalion 36th AIR remained attached to CCB. 
as part of TF Welborn, and continued to pc.trol c..."'ld 
defend its sector. 
TF Hogan continu.ed its patrols and the securi t;r of 
its position throughout the day an~ night. At about 
0700 TF Richardson sent a battle group of one tank 
company and ~ne infantry company to relieve elements 
of TP Lovelady: .with the mission of securing Lichtene.u. 
At 1210 the to'nD. was cleared and secure C.. . The battle 
group rem.ained ·.in town, securing it. .Another force 
was sent to sweep the Boddeken Forest, vicinity Ncu
boddeken. Other elements renained in nlt=~.ce and se
cured and patrolled their sector throughout the 
period. 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR, TP Boles of CCA, renuined in 
posi~ion securing its assigned sector in P.aderborn 
and doing maintenance on vehicles and weapons. 
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF Welborn of CCB, moved at 20CO 
to Herbram (8142) and secured it against very light 
resistance-. 

At 0815 the CO went to Divis2on to get plan of 
attack and at 0900 had a meeting of the TF Comdrs. 
The division plan placed CCA and CCB in the assault, 
with CCR in Division Reserve. The Division was to 
·jump off at 1200 hours.. CCA A was in t\vo colu:nns 

on the left, and CCB in two colUlillls on the right of 
the Division zone. CaR was to follow TF Hoga~ on . 
Route 2 and TF Richardson on Route 3. CCR's CP was 
to follow TF Hogan on Route 2. That portion of TF 
Richardson which was in Lichtenau, was to move di
rectly from there and join the column on Route 3, 
YThile the · force at Alfen was to move to the south
east, leaving the east road to TF Hogan. TF Hogan 
was to move via Alfen and Nardoorchen and stay off 
the Kirchborchen roa~. The Combat Command, CC?., was 
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put on a one hour alert- at 1300 and s~arted movi~g 
at 1915 on the routes assigned. At the close of 
the period, TF Richardson was ccntinu .. ing to move to 
a.n assembly area position in the vicinit7 of Dring
enburg and TF Hogan to an assembly area in vicinity 
of Schmechten. CCR 1 s CP moved into a."'l assembly po
sition just south of Bad Driburg at the close of 
the period. 
The 1st Bn, TF Boles of CCA, which attacked east 
from vici."'li t:r of Paderborn at 1220, was e:nroute to 
specified intermediate objectives and final objective 
on the River Weser. 
The 2nd Bn, COB 1 s TF Welborn, which att.acked east 
from the vicnity of Dall at 1200 to secure cer~ain 
intermediate objectives, after which orders were 
issued for the Task Force to contin~.:e on to objec
tives on the Weser Rtver, was going well as the 
period closed. 

TF ·Richardson moved over Route 3 into an assembly 
area in vicini~r of Duringenburg at 0400 and awaited 
developments. One platoon of 3rd Bn 36th AIR, went 
to Bad Driburg to guard the hospital there. TF Hogan 
coiled in assembly area at 0200 in vicinity of Schmec~
ten and spent the day there, refueling and doing ne
cess~ maintenance. The CP of OCR moved to the new 
CP location in vicinity of Schmechten at about LOOO. 
The Division Commander visited the Co~~and CP at 
1500. It was not expected that COR would move be-
fore Saturday or Sunday, 7th or 8th of April 1945, 
depending on developments in front of CCA and CCB. 

CCA's TF Boles, with lat. Bn 36th AIR as part, was 
adv~"'lcing east on route 1. A road block was encoun
tered just west of Ottbergen and the infantr'r moved 
forward to establish a b~-pass. At .~elunxen the 
enemy destroyed the bridge and the infantry again 
pushed across and into the town against strong re
sistance. Along mos't of the route, snall arms, pa.nzer 
faust and some artillery fire was encountered. At 
the end of the period part of the 1st Bn 36th AIR 
and some tanka were engaged with the enemy inf~try 
about 1200 yards north of Drinke, while another battle 
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group of tanks a."'l.d infontr-; were alvn.!lcing slo'•"l:.y 
agai.l'l.st stubborn resistance tmvard '.:;·ehaden. The 
2nd Bn, 36th AIR with CCB as part of TF Wel~orn, 
advanced to the east on route 3. 'Eea~~r panzerfaust 
fire was encountered near Hainholtz. S~all arns 
fire was met at :Borghol tz but the attack co:1ti11Ued .• 
The 2nd Bn cleared the Eichhagen woods southwest 
of Haarbruck and the task force consolidated and 
moved on to Haarbruck, where it was ordered to 
secure the town for the night. 
Service Com~any, 36th AIR, moved into Siebenstern 
at 2100 hours. 

A Polish Prisoner e~· war reported that a force of 
Germans was in Altenheerse, and at 1030 hours orders 
were issued to send a force from TF Richardson into 
the town. At 1530 the force returned and re~orted 
that no enemy troops were found in the tovm. For 
the remainder of . the period TF Richardson and TF 
Hogan remained in their ' bivouac areas. 
At 1600 the CO went to Division CP to receive orders 
for movement the following day. At 1900 hours 
grou~ comrLanders met at the CP for the order. The 
plan was, briefly, to move out Sunday, 8 Apr 45, 
at about 1910 south via Dringenburg, Folson, Wille
gassen, Bue:b.ne, E;ofgusman, ac.:-oss the Weser River 
Hemeln, to an assembly area vicinity of. Varlosen. 
The fo~lo~ng morning at first light CCR was to 
attack and take and secure Uslar. For the operation, 
in addition to present components of CCR, the follow
ing tL"'lits were attached: The 83rd Rcn Bn • 
. The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, part of TP ·.velborn, attacked 
at 0630, and after overconin~-~ a road block, entered 
Herstele about 1100. Here direct fire from both 
sides of the river; artillery, small arms and pa"'l.zer
faust fire were encountered. At 1115 nart of the 
TF was sent to secure Calsh~ven. Here: also, artille~ 
panzerfaust and small a.rms ' fire were met. After c:nn
siderable fighting, both tovms were secured at about 
1800. ' . 

'i'S<>H~ 
The 1st Bn 36th AIR, TF Welb&ra,'ccA, continued to 
attack with Battle Group Orr to secure Wehrd~n and 
entered the to,·m against slight resistance. The 
Bridge had been blown earlier b~r the enemy. Wehrden 
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waa aecured by. ~445 . Numerous bar~~c~des h~d been 
erected in the tovm. 

At 1100 the 83rd AFA Bn and . Co D 83rd Rcn Bn were 
at~ached to CCR and along witn the 54th AFA Bn, 
joined the column at Buehne. CCR, TF Richardson 
leadin~, started moving at 1100 over the route 
detailed above. TF Richardson closed in ~~ assemblv 
area in the vic±nity of Gunt8rn at about 2000. CCR ~ 

. CP -closed at Im.bsen about 2240. At the end of the 
period, TF Hogan was still moving in. The plan 
out~ined the day previous to capture Uslar was 
c~~celled by the Division Comnander at about 1600, 
because of the .fact that troops of another unit were 
closing in on Uslar. A new objective was assigned. 
At 2200 FO No 6 was issued by the CO, CCR; par 3 of 
which said in part: 

(a)· ·TF "R" on the right (east) route, will 
captuz:e Barterode prior to daylight 9 Apr 45; at 0600 
the7 will continue the attack via the east route, cut 
the road SE of Hardegsen, and protect the east fl~ 
of the Combat Command. Be prepared to continue the 
attack to Northeim, via route 2, an order. 

(b) TF "H", on the left (west) route, will 
capture the crossroads in the ravine, 1200 yards east 
of Eb.erhsn prior to daylight 9 Apr 45; continue the 
attack at 0600, ~a west route and capture Hardegsen, 
and protect the: west flank of the CC. Be prepared to 
continue the a~~ack ~o Northeim via route ~ on order. 

(c) Ce D 83rd Rcn Bn will mruce reconnaissan ~ 
to line CR at .408271 - Hill 394 (402308)-(373302); 
assemble vicinity Imbsen ~! daylight 9 Apr 45 in 
CC Reserve. Upon capture of Hardegsen, immediately 

.. initiate· reconnaissance to Northeim (the Division 
objective) via ~outes 1 and 2. 

(d) 54th FA Bn will be in direct support 
· of TF "R", 83rd UA Bn direct sup!)ort of TF "H". 

, 
(e) Co "C" 23rd Armd Eng Bn (-) and Co C 

703rd TD Bn.," initially in reserYe • 
.. 

(f) CP initially I~bsen, will displace 
along west route. 
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T? Richardson attacked at 2400. At 2135 Co D 83rd 
Rcn 3n renorted the~r were in Ebcrhsn a..:d also the 
control poL'l'lt 22 (ravine ar.C. C~ 1200 ~rards cast), 
and both were clear of the e~e~y. 
T~e 1st Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles CC.A., re!~::.ine1 in its 
location throughout the period, rn~int~L~ing road 
blocks and conducting maintenance. · 

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF · ·elborn of CC3, sent dis
mounted patrols from Carlshaven at 1530 hours east 
along the river ·road to Wahm'becl{. This patrol met 
no op~osition and had completed its mission of open
ing the road by·204,. At the close of the period 
the whole ot COB was being relieved in present po
sition b3r elements of the 1st Inf Div to participate 
in a new operatj_on on the River Weser. 

At 0250 TF Richardson reported on the objective they 
were to take prior to day-lig~t (Barterode). No re-

sistance was met and the tanks moved L'l'l. At 0600 
the attack jumped off, The:r hit a road block just 
beyond Bartcrode at 0635. This took some tine to 
clear. At 080C TF Richardson took Eseheck ~'l'l.d p~o
cecded to Ernmerhsn. At 1050 the-· had reached Harste 
and sighted t:.7o enemy tanks 800 yards northeast of 
Harste. At 1030 the 83rd Ron Bn reported anti-tank 
fire and other enemy activity from west of Hevensen. 
TF Richardson ran into. some SS troops with panzer
fasusts at Harste. Later the:r S!)otted 5 more tanks, one 
of vrhich the·• knocked · out p In all, 9 Tiger tanks were 
reported in the woods just southwest of Parensen, and 
these held TF Richardson up until 1600 or thereabouts. 
The· 83rd Recon Bn earlier reuorted that Lutterhausen wa~ 
clear of an~r enemy. TF Hogan was at Hettensen at 
0730 hours after having cleared Eberhausen at 0635. 
By 0930 the7 were on the objective (Hardegsen. At · 
Hettensen 22 prisoners were taken. The CP of the 
Combat Command moved into Hardegsen at 1100 hours. 
At 1440 the CG, 3rd Armd Div, visited the CP. A 
new objective was assigned TF Eagan. TF Hogan was 
to move over route 1 immediatelv and·:~.take and secure 
Northeim. Enough force woul:d b.e left in Hardegsen 
to secure it. .At 1430 the 83rd Ron Bn was up to the 
Leine River west of Northeim. The · reported the 
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bridge intact but it had been minei for dcmoli~ion. 
At 1525 the 83rd Rcn Bn rc-;Jortc:l a.r. nncr::-· column of. 
vehicles, bUI!lper to bumper: goine; into Northei!!l from 
the northwest. Air SU!l!>Ort was r~a_uested.. A.t 1615 I 
TF Hogan W:?.s at Blankcnhoven c:-.nd h~.d net no resistanct 
:tlhen they reached the Lcine ?.iv-:::r ~he brid~ . had be~ 
blovm. A new plan was put into o'!)eration ... · TF Rich
ardson was pulled out of Harst, leavin~ th~t sector 
to CCE which had come up along both flanks. TF Rich
ardson was re-routed over routes 1 'and· 2 aeain in 
order to by-pass the enem? ta..'"lks. The head of the 
colum."l reached Hardegsen at 1730 and proceeded on. 
T'!le CC CP follo·wed TF Richardson on routes 1 and 2. 
When TF Hogan found the bridge destroyed across the I 
Leine, the 83rd Rcn Bn went south to look for another 
passage. A bridge was found intact between Hillerde 
and Sudheim. TF Hogan 'eent his infa"ltry across the 
stream dismounted, took his urmor down via the newly I 
discovered bridge, crossed the river, turne~ north 
again and entered the town of Northeim from ·the 
southwest. B7 midnight the tanks ['.nd infantr:r had I 
joir.ed and hal1 the to;m was secu:-e. .. 
TF Richardson crossed the river vi~ the same bridge, 
captured Sudheim after a fierce fight and ~roceeded I 
east. The:r were held up b:r a road block at 585639, 
but cleared it and at the end of the period were 600 
yards west. of Suterde. At the en·1 of the period the 
Combat Command CP was ·still moving toward a new CP 1 
location in Sudheim. 
The let Bn.36th AIR~ TF Boles (CCA), crossed the 
Weser river at Beverungen beginning at 1540 and 
proceeded to secure Vernawahlshousen. 
The 2nd Bn, as part of TF Welborn (CCB), moved on 
Route 3. They encountered dug-in inf:mtr•.r and tanks 1 
near Harst. With the aid of air, called by TF Rich
ardson, and a maneuver b·~ TF Love lad•r, they were abJe 
to advance to the stream cr~ssin; at 518388. Here the 
br~dge was covered by a strongly defended road block I 
at each end. At the close .of the period, they were 
still engaged with the enemy there. 

On account of their forces being scattered, having I 

I 
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been engaged most of the previous night, the ~ttack 
did not jum:p off at 0600. TF Eagan st::u-ted moving 

· at 0800 after clearing debris and rubcle from·the 
route ~d at 0825 ran into a road block just out-
side of the city. Just north of Bilshausen, they 
encoUL~tered a fire fight, and shot up ~Jo buil~ings. 
At 1240 the•· spotted three enemy tanl:s in the woods 
NE of Gieboldehausen and were told that 5 enemv t~ 
left the city at about 1100. Air was requested., ':;hie h 
came and knocked out 3 tanks and reported seeing 10 

· more. More air ml.pport was requested. At 1340 a 
PW stated that 13 artiller7 pie.ces \Vere located in 
the woods along the road between Ostermunde and 
Herzburg. One enemy Mark IV tank ro1d 2 large planes 
were destroyed at 147121. At 142513 TF Hoga~ put 
Infantry in the woods NE of Gieboldehausen and started 
trying to work up the heavier equipment. B•r 1530 
leading elements were in ·the forward edge of the 
woods NE of Gieboldehaisen and had encountered about 
50 in:fantry, 3 half-tracks and some tanks. Pushing· 

· ahead, the~: found one Tiger Tank abandoned at Poehlde. 
Two tanks were destroyed and some ~N'S taken, and at 
-~855 TF Hog::m was 1800 yards south of Scharzfeld, 
where th~; ran into felled trees, craters ~~d debris. 

·At Silkerode and BockelnhaB:'en enemv inf2.lltrv were 
met and cleared out. Both~-towns w"ere occunied and 

. secure:! for the night by 2235. The 83rd AFl Bn was 
detached from CCR and attached to CCA. 

TF Richardson started moving at 0715 hours and 
moved along well until the·.r reached a road block on 
the western edge of Gieboldehausen. At 1240 they 
were still held up by the road block and some enemy 
tanks· north of the town. ?inally, shaki!lg loose, · 
they were stopped again at Rudershaven by S? guns. 
Knocking out the resistance, the·r moved forY:ard u..1til 
1815 when a bridge was blown in front of the:n between 
Rudershaven and Hilerode. Thev reconnoitered for 
another route to bv-pass the bridge while the engineers 
started to build a bridge. Going cross com1~1 to 
Hilkerode they liit. the route again and at 2331 had 
occupied and secured z ··;vinge for the night. 

The Combat Command CP moved behind TF Richardson most 
0f the way and at 2000 closed into bivouac at Broch
thausen. 
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At 2250 the CO issued the order for the attack for 
the next day. Briefly, the CC w:::.r; to continue the 
attack nt 0600, seize and secure the net·;1ork of 
roads in the vicini t~r of ·· Tet"tenborn <ll."ld !Teuhof 
(TF Richardson), and ~artoldelde and Or;te~h~gen 
(TF Hogan). The 54th A?.::.. Bn was to be in g~nert::!.l 
sup~ort and be prepared to dis~lace f~ard . to · L~ 
ling~rode. Co D 83rd Rcn Bn was to revert to Dn 
Control upon the occupation of the objectives by 
the Combat Co~and. At 2220 the enGineers re~orted 
the bridge in Brochthausen would be ready for traffic 
in 15 minutes. Several vehicles of the Combat Comm~ l 
bogged down and got stuck on the cross cou.'>ltr-~ b7-po.: 3. 
Most of them were pulled out but sane few coiled for 
the ·night there and planned to move at first lijht. 

The 1st Bn 36th AIR as part of TF Boles followed the 
Advance route l, protecting the north flank. At 
1900 the Task Force was ordered to seize and secure 
Osterode and Herzberg. At the close of the period 
they were moving torward on their m~ssion. 

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF Welborn CC3, continued clear 
ing the road blocks on both sides of th~ bridge 5183e8. 
At 07'30 the advance \"las resu.."ll.ed. The~.r were delayed 
for a short time by a blown bridge at 693326, but 
soon resumed the march and at 1230 e~tered Duderstad~, 
which had been cleared on 9 Apr 45 Q7 elements of 2nd 
Inf Div. At 1500 the7 encountered enemy inf~~try and 
S' guns,in vicinity of.890276. This resistance was 
quickly overcome and the · advance continued to Ep
schenrode where stubborn resistance by enemy Intantr~ 
and panzerfaust men halted the column. Large numbers 
of ~nipers halted and dela~ed the clearing of the 
town, but by. 1845 all resistance was overcome and . 
numerous prisoners taken. At the close of the perioo 
they were at Klein Werther (085250), prepared to con 
tinue .the advance to the east. ' 

At 0600 TF Hogan jumped off in the attack on route 
l, 600 y-ards from Boclcelnhagen. The·:- met small 
arms fire, which the'7' shortl•r wiped out. About 800 
yards further in the woods the .. were delayed again 
by small arms and machine gun fire. Clearing this, 
the~r preceeded about 800 yards further in the di
rect tire from either an SP gun or tank. Air was 
called for and little after 1200 the to\vn was secured. 
By 1300 Osterhagen was also buttoned up. TF Rich
ardson moved at 0600 and met no resist~ce until 
they reached Liml.ingero~e at 0930. There they met 
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tank and small arms fire. Thev c~lled for air 
sup~ort. By 1000 they were traveling again and 
at 1115 were at Tettenborn where the·· met no re
sistance. The CC Cp moved forward to :.Cetterborn. at 
1310. Ene:cy tanks, short of !i euhof, abou "'; 1200, sto~p
ed the advance of TF Richardson. Air was again asked 

· for. · Knocking out a."'l e~emy S"P gun a1:d losing one 
tank, they occupied Heu..l-J.of. In the afternoon, orders 
for the attack for the next dav were received. Com
bat Comoand R in the left (north) fl~~k. At 1535 
Co D 83rd Rcn Bn reverted to Bn control. For the 
next day's Operation CCR was to get another Rcn 
Co. The 1st Bn 313th In~, relieved TF Richardson 
late in the evening and T~ Richardson moved to a 
forward assembly area at Guedersleben, and TF Hogan 
moved to a forward assembly area at Hpchstedt; while 
the 3rd Bn 414th Inf remained at Osterhagen. The 

·cambat Co=mand CP mov~d forward· to an assembly area 
at Gunzerode at 2000. For the attack the next day, 
the 3rd Bn 47th Inf was-attached to TF Hogan and 
joined at Gunzerode. The ·a3rd AFA Bn was attached 
to CCR and placed in direct sup~ort of TF Hogan. 

The lst Bn 36th . .t!R, part o.f TF Boles CCA, resumed 
the attack against Herzburg at first light against 

. strong oppositi·on of tanks, SP fire and small arms 
·fire. The ·rrF continued to push against strong oppo
sition throughout the day and after entering the 
to\1n, a strong enemy road block had to be removed 
before the town fell. By 2300 Herzburg was secure 
and arrangements were completed for the relief of 
TF Boles b~.r elei!I.~nts of the l04th Inf Div at first 
light 12 Apr 45. 

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, CCB, and part of TF Welborn, 
resumed the attack east at 0530 to seize Nordhnusen. 
By 0650 elements were in the northwest edge of town 
and by 1135 the north part of the town was secured. 
CCB was relieve~ in Nordhausen by the 3rd Bn 415th 
Inf at the close of the period. 

TF Hogan was delayed in jumping off·in the attack due 
to the fact that the 3rd Bn 47th Inf·reported to the~ 
the night before until after dark, and the breakdown 

of men to tanks was not completed in time. However, 
TF Hogan crossed the LD at 0744. TF Richardson jumped 
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of.:f at o7oo. East of ~Tordhausen SS Troo'Os '.vi th 

. panzerfaust were encounterer~. B•: 1010 the enemy 
had been reduced and T:E' Richardson was moving aGain. 
Progress was uninterrupted 1Ultil 1212 wher- bad roads 
slowed them do\'ln. At 1530 the7 were held up by enemy 
between Weetelrode a!ld Genna. Two tanks, or AT guns, 
were reported and air support was requested. One of 
the guns was nastroyed and the oth-. r ca-ptureC. i.'l"J.tact. 
A PW reported a large concentration of tanks at \!Jippr~ 
B·r 1725 TF Richardson was in the Gon."la-Obersdor:f are a.. 
The towns were occupied and secured. T? Hogan crossed 
the LD at 0744 and by 1318 was to Leinungen. At 1530 
they were held U!) by a road block at the western edge 
of Blankenheim. Airplanes stra:ffed the road block and 
by 1600 they were in the town where the;: · bivouaced for 
the night. The Rcn drew fire when the~r attempted to 
go beyo_nd the city. By 1835 the woods L"'l the vicin±t ~ 
of Enseloh and Blanke.nheim had b·': en cleared and the 
CC Cp moved into to'vn for the night. · 

Co A 83rd Rcn Bn attached :for operations, suffered 
heav;t casual ties. 3 Half-tracks, 2 armored cars and I 
2 1-4 tons were lost. 35 men were r~ported missing, ! 
including the platoon leader, but most of these shcwe~ 
up later. The Company reported back to ::aattalion contro: 

· : •t 1900. TF Ri-chardson moved up to the '.'loods and cro1 l
- ~-' ~aad. vicin"i ty 529325 at 2000. Dismounted personnel 

with panzerfausts were enco1mtered, but the·· were 
baaten off, and. TF Richardson started patrols in its 
area. At 2210 the CO, CCR, sent the following messagE 
to TF Richardson: "Be prepared to attack with Inf 
at 0400 14 Apr 45 to secure town of Annarode, 545345, 
and continue attack with tanks at OfGO>. This will - . 
be confirmed as soon as def~ite.~ During the eve
ning, orders came from the CG, 3rd -~d Div, for re
suming the. attack the following day to advancc · and 
secure bridgeheads over the River Elbe • 

. The 1st En 36th AIR, TF Boles of CCA, after being re-
. liev.ed from previous positions, followed CCR on route 

·. _1 .and occupied and secured the CC objective by 2050. 
_. The 2nd Bn 36th Am,. TF Welborn ( CCB), attacked at 

. ·. _0700 and advanced rapidly on Route 3 without encount
ering resistance until reaching coordinates 520256 

·. where- p~zerfaust fire· was e!'l.countere ,l. AT fire from 
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540255 was overcome, and the TF seized and secured 
Holdenstedt. · 

The 3rd Bn 36th AIR of TF Richardson moved at 0400 
to secure the LD. Ev 0610 this had been accomulished. 
At 0645 they reporte'd. enemy tanks in the woods- at 
548335 and at 536346; also some small arms and 2 AT 
guns 500 yards ea.'st of the town of .Annarode. At 0715 . 
they were at the LD and were receiving small arms 
fire, timk and AT fire. At 1000 they were still un
ab~e to advance. ·Air was requested and promised +or 

:::lll5 hours. Finally over comL'"lg the resistance with
. out the help of air support, the·- reached Siebelgerode 
at 1110. The TF advanced rapidly to GErbstedt by 
1320, from where 2·. enemy hospit2-is were reported. 
An enemy column was observed tryL~g to escape. 
Qui-te~abb:tt:· l)f horse drawn equipment was in the col
·umn. Here also around 1000 prisoners of war were · 
'1iberated. A-t 1600, going into Alsleben, the ~F 
ran into direct fire. Air was put on the resistance 
and TP Richardson moved into the to;vn at 1730. Hm7-
ever, it '!:as still receiving 20-mm flak and some HE. · 
Slo~ :progress was made b;r the inf:::.ntry and the advance 

· elements tried to get to the bridGe into town. Th~y 
were unable to get to the bridge. At 1630 the bridge 
was blown up, practically in the face of the infantlY , 

· and th~ TF was ordered to eros s the river over the · · · 
bridge that was being ·constructed at Brucke. It, 
therefore, pulled back to Sanersleben for the night, 
prepared to cross when the bridge was compl~ted. 
Inf elements of TF Hogan move~ out at 0400 to secure 
·the LD and by 0600 had done so. TF Hogan jumped off 
at 0700 and ran into tank and antitank fire just 
after crossing the LD. Overcoming this, the~r con
tinued. CC CP fo~lowed TF Hogan out and at 0850 
~dual pur:gose gun started ·shooting at the tail 
of the column. 3 hal::-tracks of the 83rd APA Bn 
were knocked out immediately. Later the TD's found 
the abandoned . gun in the woods. At the same ti!::e 
the head of Hogan,. s column drew fire. upon leaving 

'Ab+sdorf. Overcoming this resistance and moving on, 
the head of the column reached Helbra at 1050. The 
Combat Comnand CP coiled in the woods 1800 yards 
north of Blankenheim. At 1145 TF Hog~n overran a 
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German Prisoner of ~.var Cam~ con~ ::>.ining a large 
number of British and Russians, and also took 
3.0 German prisoners. By 1200 the leading elements 
were at Siersleben. A'proaching !Telben on the A.ssle 
River at 1430, they::b.ad ··~the·_ brid:ge literally blown 

. up in the face of the leading elements by the re
treating Germans. The railroad bridge, at first, 
appeared to be intact, but later investigation 
after it was captured, revealed a locomotive ~~d 
some cars derailed on it. The i:nfantrr were still 
running into trouble at the ri V'3r. Ho\~:ever, a pa
trol crossed the river.. At the bridge, small arms 
fire continued to come in. About this tice air· 
reconnaissa~ce reported the bridge farther south 
In CCB's sector was out. Preparations were m~de 
to _build two bridges, on·e at Brucke and one in 
the 8ector in which CCB was operatine at 778436 • 

. ·Two companies of Infantry crossed the CCB bridge 
at 778436 and attacked north to c~ear Mon .during 
the night. A~ the end of the ~eriod they were ad
vancing north toward Mon. The CP of COR moved 

· into bivouac at 18;0 in zuckeritz. The ~est of 
!F Hogan bivouaced at Nelben for the ni~t. Dur
ing the day the Combat Command liberated 13 para
·troouers and two other American soldiers who had 
been. prisoners · s~nce D-Day • .. 

. The 1st Bn ;6th AIR, TF Boles of CCA; c.ontinued to 
follow the advance of Division, protec'ting the north 
flank against an enem7 threat. The 2nd Bn ;6th AIR, 
TF Welborn of CCB, atta~ked at 0700 arid advanced 

· . ~gainst moderate resistance to 609274 where direct 
fire from 88-mm dual p~ose guns halted them. After 
overcoming the resistance the•· continued the advance, 
knocking . out numerous 88's. Eisleben was dec~ared 
open and no resistance encount ::red there. The advan<l! 
continued and Polleben was entered at 1300 against 
'moderate resistance. Here a PW ca-:np was overrun and 
430 British prisoners of war, including ;oo Officers, 
were liberated.. At 15.15 they entered Friedenburg md 
cleared· it.. · 
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR establi8hed a bridg~head and the 
engineers started building a bridge at 778436 for . 
CCB to cross~ · · 
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4-14-45 The Engineers worked overni,:ht cor.structine the 
bridge over the Saa.le River, and when the one in 
CCB sector was sufficiently finished, late , in the 
€Ven:L.'1.g of 13 Apr 45, two com!)c.nies of Info..ntry . 
o·f TF Hogan were sent across· on foot. They att::~cked 
north and advanced to secure Mon. Due to the lack 
of necessary bridging material and boats, the 
bridge in CCR sector was not comple~ed until 1035. 
The plan for crossing was for TF .Hogan and one 
battery of his artillery to cross, follo·;red b~~ 
TF Richar.dson and one artille~J battery. Then the 
rest of Hogan's artillery ar..d Richardson's artillery 
in that order, followed by the Combat Comnand Cp. 
TF Hogan crossed the river, begirL~ing ar 1035 and 
moved on to Konnern, v1here it was stopped on the 
eastern edge of town by small ar~s fire. After th~ 
resistance was overcome, the tank force moved rapid
ly until it reached the outskirts of Kothen. There 
it met dug-in Infantry armed ?nth small arms and 
panzerfausts. There were about two battalion--. of 
Germrins, one of the Wehrmacht and one Volkssturm 
m~ed together. ··some bitter fightinr:; ensued, and 
by moving in from several directions the task force 
had about half the towri cleared by 2030. Upon · 
orders from the CO the.., did not b~r-p~ss the resist
ance, but started to clear the to\m, '·.vhile at the 

. saine time giving TF Richardson an opportu.!li ty to 
c·atch up ·on the left route. An airfield was cap
tured. in the vicinity at which severnl plnns were 
destroyed. The south p~t of to~m cleared was se
cured and some elements continued to move toward 
the main pP~t of town. 

TF Richardson followed TF Hogan acro~s the Saale 
River, and by 1410 was in Kow.ern. From here it 
moved to Phase Line F I, where small arms and 
panzerfausts fire"held it up until 1610. At 1640 
it was .approaching Preusslitz. Just bc~rond Preuss
li tz at Biendorf, it was stopped b ·· dug-in Infantry, 
reported to be . SS troops armed with sm2.ll arms and 
panzerfausts. Despite hC1.rd fi .!)7htin7 it was unable 
to advance beyond this point, :imd a± 8036 Col Rich
~dson ·.was directed by the CO, CCR, .;o button up 

·in that vicinity and- be ready to move out at first 
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light. At . the end of the period th~~ were att~cking 
Frenz some 2000 yards fonJard, a:'ld :ylanned to spend 
the night in Biendorf and Frenz. The CP crossed the 
river about 1430 and followed TF Hogan on Route 2. 
About 1600 the Combat Command coiled in a field just 
south of Lobni tz. · ::vnile .th~re, 66 enemy inf:::.ntry 
were flushed from the woods just north of Worbzig 
by Service uni~s, and 22 others in Lob~itz b:' 2 
Liaison officers. Both groups were ver? close to 
the CP location. At 2030 the CP mov'··d into the 
western edge of Kothen for the night. On th!' w2.y, 
an 88!':"il gun fired at the column, but ver~r little 
damage was done. Earlier in the day the Luftw~ffe 
strafed the left column of CCB and al:so the DiYision 
CP Column. p..:.51' s chased them aw9.y and nhot do'.':n 
~. FW 190. .. 

2he 1st Bn 36th 1UR, TF Boles of CCA, crossed the 
· Saale River on Bridge 1, immediately in rear of 
C~ and at . the close of the period was nsse~bled 
in vicinity of Trebi tz, prepare(~ to follow TF Rich
ard~ on the ne~t day. 
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR in TF Welborn of CCB, crossed 

the Saale river on Bridge 2 im':iediate l~t upon com
pletion at 0700. .1\.:rt :·r assembling in the vicinity 
ot Garsena they were prepared to resume thja attack 
upon orde~. At 0915 the attack was renew., to the 
east against slight opposition. Spotted resis ·:ance 
was encountered all the wav to the west bank o~ the 
Mulde River. ·Resistance then stiffened, and at the 
close of the period the Task Force was coiled in the 
vicinity of 600 yards southeast of ~orten, and push
ing i'ntantry patrols to the Mulde River in an effort 
to secure the bridge intact at 134653. 
Earl;r in the morning, around 0100, two g:[-ou:Ps sent 
by TF Hogan to objectives in Kothern r~~ into 
trouble. G Co 33rd AR and K Co 47th I~ r~~ into 
road blocks and tried three times to advance but 
could not. I co 47th Int and H co 33rd AR did 
reach their objectives. After daylight, progress 
was made in getting by the road blocks and by 0800 
troops were nearly to the town's main intersection. 
Engineers were moved up to cle!U' awa~.r the road 
blocks and tanks moved up. AroUlld 1200 the left 
flank o~ TF Hogan ran into more Volkssturm short 
o~ the interse~tien. They were ~ed with amall 
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arms, shotguns and panzerfausts. Tanks were moved 
up to blast the houses. Troops of TP Richsxdson 
had reached the western e:lge of Frenz by 0415, and 
the town was cleare·,! by 0730. KovinE: a short dis
tance, the~" ago.in met more dug-in Infantry and re
ceived autom:?.tic fire from both flan~(S. Gross 
Paschleben was d3fended all the way by eneny. 
About 1100 the TF of CCA which had been trailing be
hL~d TF Richardson was side-slip~ed to the south, passed 
·TF Richardson and went into position south and south
east of Kothen.. At 1300 the mission of both TF Hogan 
and TF Richardson was changed. TF Hogan was ordered 
to clear Kothen imme&iately, and then se~d force 
west to meet TF Richardson. \1hen the ~:o Task Forces 
met, TF Hogan was to occupy both :~othen and Frenz. 
TF Richardson was to .Pull b2.ck ·and occup~" defensive 
positions in the vicinity of the crossroad east of 

-Plommetz and the crossroad just north of Bebiz~ 
From the latter point a strong batt~e group w~s to . 
be sent north to Bernburg, see what was there, and ±f 
possible, occupy and sec~e it. At 1515 TF Richardson 
and TF Hogan met in the western pnxt of Kothen and 
TF Richardson started to its assigned objective. 
They reached Bebiz without opposition. The Battle 
group sent north ran into sniper fire at Unterpeissen 
and had to start house-cleanin,: again. Progresl:l was 
slow, and at 2030, the CO CCR directed the tank force 
to button up where the~" were, and be -prepared to con
tinue at 0600. During the evening TF Hogan was 
ordered to send ~no patrols to contact CCA in their 

. new position, qne east of route 2 to L8.usigk, then 
south to meet a patrol from TF Orr at Quellendorf; 
the other south to meet a TF ~ales patrol and 3adegast. 
The ~ne to Badegast made contact at 1920. The other 
one, however, · ran into a road block covered by small . 
arms and panzerfaust fire at the railroad underpass 
at the eastern edge of town. At the end of the p~riod 
contact had nGt been made with CCA by this patrol. 
At 1020 CCA waa ordered to move to Prossdick nnd Aren
sdorf, and to send a force to clear the enemy from 
the Meilendorf and Kornetz area where enemy small 
arms and panzerfaust fire was harassing supply and 
other vehicles moving along the Division route ; • 

. 1st Bn 36th :\IR, as part of TF Orr, was sent to 
occupy Prossdick, which was secured b·· 1200. ·=·:hen 
TF Boles moved to .·~ellendorf, TF Orr occupied and 
secured Prossdick. Fernsdorf, Meilendorf and Frassdorf. 
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The 2nd Bn 36th A!R, T? Welborn of CCB, sent a 
patrol at 0445, after artiller:" fire wo.s lifted 
to investigate the bridge. The'~ fotmd the bridge 
blown, and the site otrongly defended. One company 
of Infantry and a co:c!)an:v of tanks moved into po
sition to force a cro::;sing, the inf·:::::try eoing 
across on the wreckage- of the bloVTn bri.C.ge. By 2007 
one company plus ~No platoons of the 2nd Bn had 
crossed and moat of the ene~ fire was t~ken off 
the site. Bridging operations were expected to 
start by 2400. 
During the afternoon the ·83rd A~A Bn was detached 
from the Combat Co~~and. 

TF Richardson at 0645 reported evcrrthing quiet. 
At 0700 a Battle Group moved north tow~rd Bernbure. 
No resistance vias· met until the·· reached ·the out
skirts of Bernburg at 0853. They received re~orts 
which indicated that the enemv forces which had· held 
them up the night before in Unterpeissen had moved 
out, and probably move to Bernburg. On the edge af · 
Bernburg they ran into amall a.r.:!.s r.md panzerfaust 
fire. The Task Force Commander split his group into 
two columns ·and sent one around to the left. The 

· Left force ran into anti-tank fire and small arms. 
At 1150 the TF Commander notified the CC CO that it 
would take most of the day to clean up the town, due 
to the snipers and house-to-house fighting. Some of 
the panzertaust fighting was reported done by ci
vilians. He ·was told to take the rest of the day if 
necessary. to clear the town. At 1530 half the town 
was cleared, and by 1900 the force reached the 
river Saale. The bridges, both road and railway, 

· were out. The:v bUttoned up there for the night. 
Several prisoners wer~ liberated, including 8 .~erica 3 
and some C~adians at Bernburg. ) .. t 0645 TF Hogan re
.ported all quiet. There was not as yet any contact 

. with TF Orr. At 0700 elements of the TF moved out . 
·east, but had gone only a short distance when they 
hit enemy small. arms fire. Again 1 t \Vas house-to*-.huuse 
cleaning. By 1050 Klepzig was reached. The road was 
·blocked and defended by small arms and an anti.tank 
gun- The Task 'Force wae told to by-pass it and keep 
going. Leaving· a force to contain the en~y, they · 
sent a force· s~theast, east and northwest to Merzien 

~ 
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which was reached at 1900 b·r both forces. It re
·quired consid~rable time to clean out . r:!erzien, and 
they then proceeded toward Lnusigk. On the wa;r they 
hit some mines. Lausigk was buttoned up at 2200. 
Many prisoners of war were ta:·:en. 
At 1500 TF Orr was o~dered to send the 1st En 36th 
AIR, with flo A 83rd Rcn Bn to swee·p the 1.':oods west 
of route 3 in the Haideourg Forest. At 1730 they 
jumped off. The I~fant~r had v~~! little trouble, 
but the 83rd met automatic weapons a.."'l.d panzerfau.sts. 
At the close of the period, the:,r were still engaged 
.in their mission. 
Th~ 2nd Bn 36th AIR, part of TF Welborn, continued 

· mopping-up operations north of Gridline 60. They held 
their bridgehead over the Mulde River and continued 
bridgeing operations in the vicini t~r of 134653. Con-
structed was impeded b·: difficult terrain at the 
southern ap!'roach and harassing enemy artillery fire .• 
At the close of the period the bridgeing was still 
going on, ·and 1i:he · Infantr;r were holding in their po
sitions astride the Autobahn east of the river cross
ing west of Kleutsch. 
During the day the 99lst FA Bn which had been g~v1ng 
OCR supporting fire under division control, were 
given other missions and moved from the Combat Cotilmnnd 
a.r.ea. 

For the 17th April ±he m:ts.sion originally was as 
follows: TF Richardson leave one com?any in Bern
burg and send the remainder on a "clean up" route, 
viz: Mukrene-Bebitz-Leau-PlomnitzTVaalberge-Drubard
IUien Paschleben-Drosa-WUJ.f·en-Mich·2· lr.l-'Maxdorf-Fr 
Paschleben. TF Hogan send a "C~ean up" force to 
Porst-Sibbendorf-Osternienburg-~rebbicheau-Aken 
(Leave a .force at the river )-kl. ~erbst-Elsnigk
Wurflau-Zehringer-Porst. At 0700 TF Hogan moved 
cut and hit a road block and some mines at Porst. 
Bv 0930 the town $aS cleared, and the engineers 
moved · in to clear the road block and mines. At 
Porst the group divided with one force going to 
Aken via Sibbeldorf-Oster~ienburg-·J!rebbicheau
Micheln-Wuflen-Drosa-Kl. Paschleben-Trinun-Gr. 
Paschleben, and the other, the original route as 

. planned. B'.'· ~348 one column was in Sibbelsdorf, and 
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. the other in Elsnigk. . r~oving steadily against light 
opposition most of the dav, both col~uns converged on 
Aken at 1715. On the way a Chemical plant, air field 

' and electrical. fixture plant were captured, and a 
hospital was discovered. Several PYf' s were liber
ated; some of them troops of VII Corps wire te-am, 
captured the night before. In Aken, small arms, 
panzerfausts and considerable artillery were en-

· COuntered, but by the end of the period it was about 
three-fourths buttoned up. It was expected that the 
cleaning up would require most of the night and a 
greater part of the next ~av. The forces that turned 
east met opposition,· lost one tank and had some 
.casualties. At about 21.00 they buttoned up Gr. Pachl 
ben for the night· to .continue the next day. 
T~ Richardson moved ou~ at 0700 and moved speedily 
with no opposition ·unt11 it reached Konnern· at . lOOO. 
Here the mission was Changed, and it moved to Route 
3 and proceeded east to come under Division control 
for a mission in the vicinitv of Hinsdorf. From this 
position· it attacked to seiz.e Bobbau-Steinfurth and 
Jessnitz. As the Task Force got under way for the 
attack at 1.400, an enemy task force launched a couni2 -
attack northwest from vicinity Bobbau-Steinfurth. Thiw 
attacking force was quickly turned back by heavy 
artill.ery arid air cooperation of fighter-bombers 
which knocked out .an estimated eight tanks. After 
overcoming stubborn resistance the task force reached 
:aobbau-Stein£urth, and at the close of the period hel.a. 
the west edge of the town. 
After sweeping the woods in the Haideburg Forest, the 
lst Bn 36th AIR in TF Orr, reached the eastern edge 
near the railroad tracks west of Torten, and remainec 
in position throughout the period, keeping pressure 

· on the enemy holding the RJ at 107649. Close con-
tact was kept with TF Lovelady, operating in the I 
east against Torten, in .an effort to establish 
physical contact at the first opportunity. 
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR as part of TF Welborn, continued 

1 
to secure the bridgehead over the Mulde River at ' 
133653 and construction was continued on a treadway 
bridge at that point until 1845 when orders were 
.issued to discontinue construction on the bridge 

. · ·and withdraw the bridgehead. At 0900. part of the 
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Task :i?orce was dispatched to aid elements of Task 
Force Lovelady to secure Torten, ~~d RJ at 107649 
just west of the to\vn. Patrollin; was co*ducted 
during. the day. At the close of the period they were 
disposed in the woods southeast of Torten • 

. ~t 0600 TF Hogan r r: sumed. cleaning up Aken. 'D•r 1040 
the rieht of the to';m was clearedy I~1 the left 
portion there were 88's in buildings cmd were cover
ing the road bloc!cs. There v:as firi..YlG dow~ cross 
streets. The taGk force co~andcr threw artillery 
at the enemy inf8Iltry in the vicinity of :r.Torth 
Church. · The patrol from TF Richardson at Be~nburg 
made contact vii th the 113th Cavalry at Pobzig at 
1000. At 1210 contact wo.s also made with them at 
the blown bridge in Bernburg. At 1800 the Group 
left in Bernburg was relieved by a co~bat engineer 
battalion and rejoined TF Richardson in vicinity 
of Boobau-Steinfurth. TF Hog~~ was at~empting to 
get a ~atrol out of Aken east to proceed toward Kl. 
Kuhnau, bu~ was. unable to get them out of town up . 
until 1400, due to sniper fire from the vicinity 
of the church. Considerable ene~y artillery was 
thro\1n into the town. About 1500 the Combat Comm2~d 
CP moved to Aken, but shortly after 2rrival was 
ordered to move to Lo beri tz. ·,'fh~!- this ~vas accomu .. 
lished TF Hogan was placed U!!der Div control, and
Tlf Richardson, whjc h included the 3rd B·1 36th AIR 
reverted to OCR control. By 1900 TF Hogan had ' 
~~en cleared, and contact was made with the 83rd 
Division. TF Richo.rdson received a co~~ter.attack 

· from 3. tanY-a and 100 infantrr at about 0520 in 
Bobbai-Steinf'urth. This att~clc was d::feated without 
loss of ground. During the day the·· encountered 
heavy enemy defense of Infantr~.-, supported by tanks, 
mortars and artiller·: fire. At night they secured 
their position, ready to con ';ir..ue the attack at 0600. 
During the day TF Bradley at~acked through 7,echepkau 
and Thalheim to Reuden. While Reud~n was being 
cleared the enemy counter-attacked from the south -
east \Vi th 3 t2.Ilks · and 25 to 50 infa.ntr:-;. This attack 
was defeated and the town was secured by 1915. 
CCR Hqs were mo:ved to Loberi t z to t~:-:e over th~J oper
ations of TF R~hardson, TF Miller and TF Bradley, afte: 
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Lt Col Yeomans, CO, 83rd Rcn Bn, wr:-. z, 1-:ille'·l. Com
position of the troops at tl:is ti!!le \7~.s as follows: 
TF Richardson: 3rd Bn 32 ~; 3rd Bn 36th AIR; 2nd 
})lat Co C 703rd -TD Bn; lot ?lat Co C 23rd ':·ngrs Bn; 
TF Miller: Co E 32nd A ... -q; Co A 36th AI':; Sec Co A 
703rd TD Bn; Cos A & B 83rd Rc~ Bn. 
TF Bradley: 83rd a·.:::n Bn (less cos A and B and 1 
pla-t each of Cos C and D); Sec Co A· 703 TD Bn. 
The Battle Group secured Reuden for the ni;ht. 
The lst Bn 36th AIR, part of TF Orr CCA,. continued 
to maintain their security during· the ~eriod. 
The 2nd . Bn 36th 'AIR, TF Welbron of CC3, withdrew the . 
bridgehead forces (E and F Cos) to the west side of 
the Mulde River under cover of darkness. They con
tinued to clear the en~y from Torten; beginning at 
0800 and . by 1720 it wa~ reported cleared. Combat 
Patrols moVing fram Torten to contact ele~ents of 
Combat Co~~~d Doan received heavy anti-tank and 
small arms fire from the vicinity of RJ ·l07649, 
and were unable to effect the contact. · 

TF Miller moved fr~m Thalheim t0'.7ards · ·lolfen via 
Reuden at 0400 ~d began an attack from the northern 
side, advancing southea.st. B.·' 1100 it had reached 
the main north~south road. It reported finding · 
"plenty of Krauts, and destroying same". The 
force met strong resistance, running into Infantry, 
automatic weapons~ panzerfaust, snipers ~~ artille~ , 
Late in the afternoon the task force began to move 
fasterand by the close of the period had cleared 
four-fifths of Wolfen. This \vas secured and pre
parations were made to move on at 0600. TF Richard
son attacked at 0400 in Bobbai-Steinfurth. The advanC"'! 
was verv slow as it was a matter of house-to~house 
fighting. They met panzerfaust, small arms, small 
.caliber A-}), mortars and considerable direc:t fire. 
Air support was requested and by 0945 plans arrived. 
At 1600 the task force was still in the vicinity · of 
·the church in the northern part of tovm, and the 
TP Commander r~ported the pres9ure was increasing •. 
The t£s~\: force : tried to send a battle group around 
to th~ ~eft and attack the enemy from the flank and 
rear.-. This force also met resistance but by the 
close o~ the period it had advanced to the point at 
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which the m::.in road branches east "';o Jessnit::. A 
·patrol ·was sent out this ro~d to go t:: Jessnitz, 
reconnoiter and report on the condition of the 

· bridge, but at the end of the period no re~ort 
had been received. Orders had been i~~ed for 
TF Hogan (Less secu .. ri ty detn.c:tment at A.ken) to 
join Combat Command at Loberitz. · TP Eagan at 
0700 left :Uten, leaving one pl~toon of I~f~~try, 
one pl~toon of li~~t tanks and one section of 
tank destroyers to secure the town. Tb.ey arrived 
at 1100, and were immediately given the mission 
of securing a film factorr west of Wolfen. By 
1315 the task ~orce was movine and met ve~r lit~le 
resistance L'l'li tially. T\•:o-thirds of the wny through 
ene!!l? info.ntz:y was encountered, and at 1645, :fire 
and s~oke inpeded progress. 45 prisoners o::f w~ 
were taken.:' W2:en the factoi;r h~d been practically 
cleared, and also almos't destroyed b"! fire, a battle 
group coneis-'::ine· of a company of tan.'lcs B.!ld. one In-

:fantry company ·move,·l out to the left and north of 
Wolfen with the.mission of advancing left and north 
to Bobbau-Steilrlurth to relieve the press.ure in 
=rront of TF Richardson. HmYever, by the time this 
force had moved one-fourth of the wr.-.~.,., TF R~chardson 
had cleared the situation in Bobbau-Steinfurth to 
the extent that the battle group was not needed. It 
w·as ordered to halt and · secure its position bctv1een · 
the built up sections of ·Jolfen and Eobbau-Stci~urth. 
The Comb~t Command C~ moved from Loberitz to the 
'northeast edg~ of Wolfen at 1800. 
During the day ~ir support was reques~ed several 
times an~ did considerable strafing. The 54th AFA 

· Bn, from positions in Wadendorf, supported all 
three task forces with fire. 
The 1st Bn (less Co A) 36th AIR, part of TF Orr, at 

· ·1800 _attacked no·rth from vicini t~r 108633 in cor..junc-
- tion with TF Welborn with the mission of securing road 
· 100648-106648. • The attack moved initially against 

"light resistance and at 2100 the left eleoe~t had 
_ secured . its objective. Resistance consisting of 
. small arms, p::mzerfausts and artille:!'::r fi:!'e slowed 
the advance of the right element and at the end of 
the period it had not advanced all the way to its 
objective. 
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The mission of TF Welborn, of whiGh 2nd En ;;6th AIR 
was p~rt, was to secure the road 106650-113646 and 
establish road blocks at 106G49 and 106.-)48. Moder:>..te 
to heavy resist::mce from artiller-•, S:r.lall ar!.":S and 
p<:>.nzerfav.st fire vras encountere~•. , a."ld at the close 
of the period the·· '!rere engageG. in house-to-house 
fighting along the road southeast of To~tcn. 

At 0600 B~ttle Groun Miller continued his attack 
south tov;ard Grep:yin. At 0650 they encountered 
dug in ir..fantryand snipers who d')layed the ad
vance. B-r 1315, the southern part of Greppin ·::as 
pract~cally clear, and the 83rd Rc~ Bn beg~~ to 
t.2.ke over. · B:attle Groun lt!iller r~verted to control 
of CCA during the afternoon. 

At 0600 TF Richardson resumed t;he attack on Jessnitz. 
· ·one battle grou:p was sent to the left flank, while 

another attempted to press straight forward, but 
nGither was able to advance due to intense automatic 
weapons fire, dug in infantry and direct fire. A 
patrol had been dispatched prior to dawn to investi
gate the condition of the bridge a.cross the creek wesi 
of Jessnitz but had been U..""l.a.ble to reach it so a.nothe~ 
patrol was sent out. At 0910 this patrol likewise 
reported that enemy resistunce was too heavy for it 
to reach the bridge. In the meantime, both battle 
groups were att·empting to move but progress was 
negligible. At 1300 leading elements heard an ex
:plosion which thev believed to be the bridge being 
blown and by ~330 visibility had im:proved suffi
ciently for airplanes to verify this belief. How
ever, strong enemy resistance continued and by dar!~ 
TF Richardson had been unable to advance fur~her 
th~ 400 yards beyond the railroad just east. of 
Bobbau-Ste~urth. At the close of the period, the 
TF was secured in this ·,positi"on • 

. At 0600 TF Hogan resumed the attack in the facto~r 
area and meeting onl~ slight resistance com:pleted 
mopping up operations by mid morning. T~e battle 
group that had been sent north for possible. us.e with 
TF Richardson re!na.ined in place betwe::-:n ·.Volfen and 
Bobbau.SteinfUrth. 
During the morning the Con;mandl.ng General 3rd .t~.rmd 
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Division bad discussed with the CO CCR his nlans 
tor assembly positions for this Combat Cornnand when 
the Bobbau-Steinfurth-Jessni tz-':iolfen-Grannin mission 
had been completed. These plzns called for the 83rd 
Rcn Bn to relieve Battle Group Miller and revert to 
Di~:ision control. Upon relief, the Ba-ttle Group, 
Battle Group r;iiller, was to revert ~o CC control 
and CCR consicting of TF Hoean and TF Rich~rdson 
was to be assembled in Rep-pichau end Chorau, prep
par~d to attack Dessau on Division order. Therefore, 
reYaizing that TF Hogan could not be further used 
in tis present position, , TF Hogan was ordered to 
move at 1300 to Chorau and from there to patrol the 
Chorau-Kl. Kulmau· road. Upon reaching Chorua, TF 
Hogan sent a patrol north to the Kuhnau woods and 
then east to~i7ard Kl Kuhnau. In sni te of some small 
arms fire progress wns good and the patrol was re
inforced to battle group size. Jh 1630 the eastern 
edge of the waods had been reached and the battle 
group continued to the western edge of Kl Kuhnau where 
a road block, defended by an assault gun and small 
arms was encountered. By 2030 the resistance had 
been overcome, the road block removed, and the 
battle group secured itself for the night approxi
mately halt way through the town• Patrols were sent 
on during the night to determine road conditions 
toward Dessau. · 
At 1730 the ap of the Combat Co~~and beg~ movement 
to new location at Reppichau. Upon orders of CG. 
3rd Armd Div, TF Richardson reverted to Division 
control and was to continue his attack toward 
Jessnitz, but ·waa not to advance further than the 
bloWn. bridge ex~~pt on order. 
1st Bn 36th AIR part of CCA rematned in -oosition 
during the day, and con~inued to secure its sector 
in the vicinity of 106648. 
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, part of· TR 17elborn of CCB, con-

· tinued the attacked throuehout the night and early 
mor~1ing against small arms, artillery and mortar 
fire. By 1000 they had seaured tha critical enemy 
strong point at RJ 106649. A combat patrol swept 
towns in the southern part of the division sector 
which bad not been cleared during the L~itial ad
vance of the Division to this area. Little resis-
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ta.nce was encountered, and num reus :prisoners of 
war were taken. · 

TF Hogan resumed the attacl: to'.nlrd ::.essau. at 0600. 
One force attacked east through I-:1. Kur.:11au, a..."ld a
nother attncked north to Gr Ku..."!:-::::.1.1. to take that 
town and then proceed aaainst Dessa~. Ev 0630 
the right colupm was juSt about h:::.lf v:a~r throuc;h 
Kl K~au, but the force se::.1t north -w~s-. held up 
by a road block ·defended by small ar~s and panzer
faust fire on the road leadine out of 1U Kuhnau. 
At 0730 the right col,~"l was als8 held up bv a 
road block and artillerv fire. B~r 0830 the road 
block to the north had been cleared ~"ld the·left 
column st~.rted moving slowly. By 104-5· the road 
block on the east was rem~ved, the risht column 
started moving, and b~r 14-30 was in the western 

.·edge of Dessau. The left column proceeded .to 
Gr Kuhnau and by 14-30 had clenred the town but 
another road block on the ·eastern adge of the town 

,was encountered. Overcoming this obstacle, the force 
moved on, and by 1530 was two thirds of the way 
from Gr Kuhnau to Dessau. The right column was in-

, sida the city and moving. At this ti:-:1e, the CG, 
3rd Armd Div, directed that both coluwns be held 
~ place until CCA, coming in from the south, could 
come abreast. When this was accomplished, both co
lumns were to re~ the attack on order. At 1730 
CCA came abreast: and the CG, 3rd Armd Div, ordered 
regumption of the attack. After advancing 400 yards 
in Dessau the Combat Command was ordered to secure 
its position tor the night. Due to the layout of 
th~ city, the left column was somewhat forward of 
the right column. Orders were issued for the attack 
t .o be resumed at, first . light with the left column 
remaining in place until· the right column came 
abreast and for bo-th then to continue toge_ther. 
Combat Command CP moved to Kl Kuhnau at 14-15. 
TF Richardson (operation under 3rd Armd Div control) 
started the attack'.towcrd Jessnitz at 0530. Attempts 
to cross the Spittel Wasser Creek were met with veiY 
heavy smco.ll arms_, artillery a."ld mortar fire. Recon
naissance for a suitable crossing was started both 
~o the nor·th m1d south. A bridge was fou;1d intact 
at 148533, and a battle group attacked Jessnitz 
from the north supported by the re~ainder of the 

I 
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Task Force from the east and southeast edge of 
town. Enemy mortar, artillery and small a_~s 
fire continued'tJ be heavy, but by 1700 the 
tovm was cleared. TF Richardson secured its 
position in Jessnitz for the night. Conp~ny 
D 83rd Rcn Bn vrhich h~d bee!'l attached to· TF 
·Richardson reYerted to the 83rd Rcn Bn at 1730 
and moved to Wolfen. 
The 1st Bn 36th PJR, as pzrt of TF Orr, attacked 
on the right in Oqmbat Command A toward Dessau, 
at 0515, and adv~ced steadily ag~inst stubborn 
resistance throue;hout the day. Th: resist2nce 
consistefr of small arms, panzerfaust, mort~r 
and artillery fire. At last light the mQin inter
section in center of Dessau was r ached, and the 
task force secured itself for the night, prepared 
to move on . at 0600. · 
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR attacked in its zone at 0530 
and advanced against small arms, artillcr7.r and 
mortar fire; encountering one enemy light flak 
battery. B-.· 1300 the task force objective was 
secured and contact was established with CCA .on 

· the left. 

The right column of TF Hogan jumped off at 0600. 
It moved east to the main intersection in town, 
then turned north~ The left force in the mean
time had circled north, and CC . .\. still further 
on the right (east) flank, circled north and 
northeast, so that once the movement·started in 
the morning, the point of direction of all forces 
had changed to almost due north, to finish clear
ing Desaau. The left column met no resistance 
ini tiall~r, ~d that met b~r· the right colUI!!Il was 
negligible. · Contact was made with CCA b:r the 
right column at. 0830. Further in the city re
sistrulce stiffened, small arms mortar and artill
ery bei:::. _ encountered, but ~J 0930 both mo.in in-
tersections near the river h~d been r~ached. 
Getting to within a few hundred yards of the fL~al 
objective on the edge of town, the force adv~~ced 
on two roads. Again, stubborn enemy resistance 
held up the advance and mines were re:ported. In
ability to get past these obstacles a~d the necessity 
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of having to dig out the e!l.eny i:'lf:::-...ntry one by 
one, delayed further advance the rest of the day. 
At 1830 a battle group of one pla.toon of tGlllcs 
and one platoon of inf~ntr• moved around to the 
right flenk to try to uproot the force holdi~g 
up the advance, but this grou:;> was una~J. e to 
accomplish its mission. CCA on the righ~ flank 

:was also held up about 200 yards short of the 
objective. 
Late at night a platoon of InTantry, reinforced 
later to a company, worlced through the min~ field 
and the engineers went up and removed the mines. 
The infantry mov.ed forward but at the end of the 
period they· were still some distance from the 
o·bjective. 
The Combat Co~d CP moved to the western e1ge 
~f Dessau at 1030. In the afternoon a patrol 
from TF Hogan was sent out fo sweep the woods be-

. tween Dessau and Aken. At .1630 the p~trol repor
ted 35 prisoners of·.:war had been taken from the 
.woods. · 
TF Richardson was relieved at Jessnitz b:r elements 
of the 60th Int antrJ, the relief being c onpleted 
at 1600. At 1615 TF Richardson reverted to the 
control of CCR," and at 1625 moved out to the new 
assembly area in Kothen. B•r 1845 all elements 
had closed in Kothen. . 

The 1st Bn 36th AIR, part of TF Orr, CCA, resumed 
the attack at 0800 to comnlete its mission of seiz
ing and securing that portion of Dessau in its zone. 
Initially resistance was light, but as the advance 
qontinued, resistance increased.. However, b~· 1300 
t'he objective had been reached and se!"'·ured. 
The 2nd Bn, part of TF Welborn COB, continued to 
secure the left sector of COB southeast of Dessau. 

At first light TF Hogan c6ntinued the attack, mak-
ing good progre~s against light opposition. At 
1000, however, strong ene~r positions ~ere en? 
countered and the TF stopped to reorganize and to 
plan a coordinated attack. At 1130 the attack was 
begun again with inf:.t::trr leadi!l.g due to the possi- " 
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bility of mines and due to L~tense panzerf~ust fire 
on the tanks if the tanks broke defilade. Although 
some progress was made it was slight. This was due 

· to an intense crossfire from autom~tic we~uons ~~d 
the fire from par-zerfa~st being u~ed indirectly as 
mortars. The right col~~·encountered a wire ob
stacle at 1430 and attempts to clear it of fire so 
that engineers could remove mines were unsuccessf~l. 

The Combat Com:cander then ordere·.l both col1mns to 
attack at 1630 with tanks . leading, acceptinc losoes 
due : to panzerfaust a..."ld mines. At .1630, after an in
tense artillery preparation, the attack began and 
by 1645 the objective was reached. CC A in the 
meantime had taken and secured their objective. 
This marked the complete occupation of Dessau. 
Road blocks and patrols were set up. 
At 0700 a force. consisting of Co H, 36th Armd Inf 
Regt, and Co C ;2nd A.li, was sent b~.~ 'rF Rich::u-dson 
to Aken to relieve thu force of TF Eagan in th~.t 
town. 
At 0755 TF Hogan dispatched a force of one comr~"lV 
of tanks and one platoon of ini'antr:.r to continue 
s'reeping the woods west of Dessau. The:r returned 
at 1100 and reported finding no resistance • . 
At 1515 TF Richardson left the security force at 
Aken and the remainder of the t~sk force started 
mov:ing from Kothen to the new billeting area. The 
units. close.J in their respective areas at 1910, nnd 
the 3rd Bn ;2nd AR reverted to ;2nd Armd'Regtl con-

,trol. Hqs 3rd Bn 36th AIR was located in Grillen
burg and the battalion was billeted in· towns in that 
vicinity. ·. 

At 1640 the artillerJ air OP reported that the bridge 
at 098743 had just been blo\vn. · 
The 1st Ba 36th AIR p~t of TF w~~~n of cc~. con
tinued to secure ·its sector through the period. It 

.was anticipated that the 2nd Bn would move to the 
new assembly area sometime during the next d:J.;r. 

TF Hogan remained in position, securing its sector 
throughout the da~r. During the morning, prior to 
daylight, and after after dark, regular patrols 
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were made to contact CCA on the right. 
The Combat Cocmand was att~ched to the 9th .Inf 
Division at 1630. 

~ ~ •• ~ The. lst En 36th AIR, paxt of CCA, conti..."l.ued to 
~~ .. r... 1,.lo- ,-?·defend its sector. Tht!~.r were attached to the 9th 

(:)··'" . "J "':".: Inf Division, effective at 1545, and remained under 
0" (...j.." / control of the .. 9th Inf Div U.."ltil the·· started to 

~ . ~ move to the new· assembly area. 
-\..;-"' ...-\,.?'... The 2nd Bn. 36th AIR, moved to new assembly area 

. ~ rr ' vicinity Vatterode during the day 
~ . t .· ?egimental control - 36th Armored 

and reverted to 
I~i~"ltry Rasiment • 

. ,\,~'-

4-25-45 

4-26-45 
to 

4-30-45 

The 3rd. Bn 36th AIR, less Co H, stil:!. in Aken, e.rri
ved in their new assembly area, started re9rganizin6, 
cleening .up and mrucing necessary naintenance. 

All attached. troons of other Un.i ·t~ of the Division 
were released during the day, and revert~d to their 
respective commands. ·on completion of the ~elief . 
of the Combat Command ·by the 9th Infantry Division .. 
at 1630, the .Combat ·CommP.nd reverted to control of 
3rd Armd Division. Combat Command CP moved at 1725 
to new area in the vicini~y of Rammelburg and closed 
at 2130 • . 
The 1st BD. 36th AIR continued to occun~r their sector 
under CCA until late in the afternoon-when relief 

~ was effected by the 9th Inf Division. Th~ 3rd .Armd 
· Division planned to move the Battalion the follo\~ng 
morning to the 36th AIR assembl~r ~ea, at which tme 
it woulfr revert to regimental control. 
'.rhe 2nd Bn and 3rd Bn 36th AIR remained in their 
sector and proceeded with cleaning up, recreation 
and ~intenance. 
H Co 3qth AIR, was relieved at -~en during the day, 
and joined the 3rd Bn in their assembly area. 

;. On 26th April~ the 1st Bn 36th AIR, moved int9 its 
assigned bivouac area, vicini t? of Wippra, and be
gall: maintenance., cleaning up and recreation. The 
2nd and 3rd Bns continued with maintenance and re
creation through 28 Ap,r 1945. On 29 Apr 45 the 
R~giment move:d<.1Jouth to ·:new assemblv areas wi til He~d-

' i 
i' 
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5-l-45 
to 

5-31.-45 

quarters and Service Com:pan~' vic:.ni ty Gre~sscn, 
lst Battalion in the vicinity of ~eissensee, 2nd 
Bn vicinity Kolleda, and 3rd Bn vicini~! of Gross
enehrich. 
At the end of the period the companies were paid 
off, began anew on their maintenance and clean-up 
and prepared to start on a training ~~d recreation 
schedule on the lst od May. 

At the beginning of the period all ~~its pf the 
36th Armored Inf~try Resiment were directly under 
Regimental control, be~ billeted in seve~~l torms 
in assembly areas almost in the heart of Germ~~y, 
immediately south and southeast of Sangerhausen. 
Regimental CP was in Greussen, lst Bn C:P in ·:.~eis-

. senee, 2nd Bn C:P in Kolleda and 3rd Bn Cp In Gross
enehrich. Hq Co and Service Co were in Greussen. 
Recreation, maintenance of vehicles and weapons, 
and clean up in general were carried on for the 
first severar days of May. On· 2 May 45 the 1st 
Bn was presented a :Presidential Citation by the 
Division Commander for outstanding per:ormances 
of duty in action against the enemy in Germany 
during period 12th to 22nd of September 1944. 
At the same time the 3rd Bn Med Section was 
presented a similar cit~tion by the Division 
Commander for outstanding performance of duty 
in action in Germany during the · period from 17 
to 21 September 1944. · . 
On 8 May 1945 . a Regimental Parade was hel :. on the 
parade field in the vicinity of 'tVeisscnsee, in 

.which all units o:f the Regiment took part. Present 
for the parade .was Colonel John Smith, Chief of 
Staff of the Division. K~y the 8th was ·anno~~ced 
as official V-E aay. 
On 11 May 1945 the 7th Corps Co~~ander spoke to all 
the Regiment on the :Parade Ground ne~r Gunstedt. He 
told the Reg~nt that the Division was beir.3 trans
ferred to the 19th Corps and in his speech he lauded 
the deeds of the Division, as being among the best 
Divisions .in the present conflict. 

On May 12th the Regiment moved to new bivouac area 
in vicinity of Fra.r.Jr..f'urt-on-Main, The Regimental 
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l'ccated in the to·wns nearb-,r. 1st :an CP wc..s in 
Seligenstadt, 2nd Bn at H~uzen ~~d 3rd 3n ut JuGe
heim.. Maintenance of vehicles ::md wec.-:Jons was re
sumed as well as a training sche2ule which inclu
ded severnl hours of recreation a.~d athletics, and 
the beginning of the .Education Pro gram. 

On 18 May 1945 a formation was held i :n the vicinity 
of Darmstadt at which time avm.rd.s ::t.'1.d decorations 
were :prese:::J.ted: to men of the· Re :-:;i :n.ent, ;::;!:!o had ~ot 
previously ·received them but·for whom the· had been 
authorized, by the Division Com~and~r Ge::.1cral Hickey . 
Regular training schedule, including ~. :~:lt-:!nancc of 
weapons and vehicles, recreation, S\Vim· :inG, shows 

. and games •.vere ·carried on · tb..:rouc;h the 20th of Ua;,r. 
Work was being done to17!ards getting the Education 

, Program started. A questionaire was circulated 
'· ··through the Re;;i.:1ent to d.:-termin!.! the · educational 

needs bf the men, and textbook~ and materi~ls 
··. requisitioned on the basis of the answers received 

therefrom. 
I,.:··. Effective 20 May 1945 Lt Col 'Jm R Orr v1as ap!)ointed 

. . . Executive Officer, succeeding Lt Col Co.rl ton P. 
·:·. ·Russell who was relieved to return to the United 

States. Major Curle~ was assigned to the 2nd Bn 
_and Major Owen assumed co~2nd of the lot Battalion. 
Captain· Bryan Gruver was assigned to Recimental 
S-3. 
The period ·20 Mc..y 45 to the e::d of the month w&s 
taken up with training, n.ainte:::J.ance of weapons and 
equipment, recreation and final plannL~g for the 
Education Program. Schools for instructors in 
the program. started 28 M::!y 45 VTith Major Gordon 
F. Thomas.in charge. 

At the beginning of the . period all ~~its of the 
36th Armored Inf~try Regil:.ent were under ReE;imental 
control .in the area east and southeast of Fr~~-on
Main. Regimental CP was still at ~mhlheim, First 

· Battalion in vipinity of to,vns near Seligenstadt, 
Second Battalien in vicinitv of Hausen and Third 
Battalion area vic~ity of Jugeheim. Service co 
was located at Muhlheim. 

. ' 

... 
. ·. ~: 
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7-1-45 
to 

7-31-45 

During the entire month trainine;, rsc~8ation o.nd 
maintenance w~re c:trried on. S::~eci.:-.1 entc~tain
ment was provided and some leaves and fu::-10'\l,~ha 
granted. Lt Col Orr ass~ed comnand of the Re0i
ment from the 4th and the 8th in absence of Col 
Howze, and again fro~ the 11th to 17th. Lt Col 
Thomas assumed comm~d from the 8th to the lCth 
in the absence of Col Orr. Colonel Sowze assumed 
conm~d again 18 June 1945. 
A Recimental Parade was held in the vic~ty of 
the Zellhaussen Air~ort, June 19 1945, at which 
General Hickey presented the L~.g:!..on of Merit to 
Colonel Howze and the Distinguished Service Cross 
to Pfc Roland p·omerleau and Silver and Bronze Sto.rs 
and Clusters to other Offi"cers and enlisted men of 
the Regiment. : 
On 29 June 1945 a Review and Inspection were held 
at the Zellhausen Jdrport, a.t which time the Division 
and .Regimental Command.ers said farewell to the men 
who were~ to . leave. the Regiment within the next few 
days. · 
Throughout the period the Regime~t remained in 
occuptational areas in the eastern half of the . 
Offenbach Kreis. CP's. of all ~its were the s~e 
as for the June Period. 
On 6 Jul.y. 1945 :the Regiment transferred most. of 
its 85-point officers a~d enlisted men ( '44 
Officers and 798 enlisted men) to the 6th Armd 
Division.-· Maj:or Paul C Root assumed co:r.mand of 
the lst . .Battalion., Lt Col Charles E. Brown 
assumed command of the 2nd Battalion., and ~ujor 
Gillman E. Morse assumed coi:l.Illand of the Third 
Battalion. The new personnel from the 6th ~d . 
Division coming to the Regiment in transfers in 
exchange for personnel tr~sferred out of the· regi
ment, were rapidly acq_uainted with e:::::isting policies 
and became part of the Re~ment in short time. 

A Regimental retreat. parade was held in the vicini~! 
of the Zellhausen Airport on 19 July 1945. Col Howze 
decorated all of the guidons of the Regiment .with 
the Combat. Infantry Coopany Streamer. 

· On 21-22 JUly 1945, Operation "Tallyho" was h~ld 
in the Regimental area. The plan was well th~ilght 
out an~ ~~roua civilian arrests were made. lliany 
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suggestions were received for any snch future oper
ations. . 
On Thursday 26 Ju1y 1945, President Harry s. Truman 
and party reviewed the Third Armored (Spearhead) 
Division. The Regiment assembled on the Darmstadt
Frankfurt road near sprendlingen~for the · review. 
The guard of honor was the First ~attalion, 36th 
Armored Infantry Regiment and was commanded by 
Colonel Howze. Present with the President were 
Secretary of State James W. Byrnes, General Dwight 
Eisenhower, General Wade Haislip and other digni
taries. 
During the entire month, training and recreation were 
carried on. Marksmanship and small uhit tactics were 
stressed. Athletic programs were ~p~rvised by the 
Athletic Officer, and baseball and softball compe
t'ition started • 
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9-11-44 

9-12-44 

HOTE: :- This renort was co-oied b~r C·::!J f:·om the 
report prepared- by 2nd Lt Fred L·~ :I:::::.sou, 2nd. In
formation and Historical Service, lst U. S •. Ucr~y; 
and is added hereto as a supplement to the 36th 
Ar.md Inf Diary for the period 12 Sept 1944 to 
25 Sept 1944: 

The evenin-:~ qf 11 September fou..."'l.d '.2as~: '?orce 2 
(King) of CCB, at an assembly area a mile no~th
east of Kettenis (815300), which it had reached 
after a period of h8.rd fighting. Enemy vehicles 
were :::no·wn to be on the left flank, in the vicinity 
of ~:ralhorn (807321), but as the~r were tTyin;; to 
escape to the northeast, the~r did not give the Tas.~ 
Force opposition. · 

As the morning passed, it was learned that the 
reconnaissance in force sent out by TF 1 (Love
lady) had bogged down in the Eu:pen Forest about 
two miles east of the area in which TF 2 was coiled. 
The Conmander of the Combat Command, Col T. 3. Boudi
not, ordered Lt Col R. H. King to send out a ·similar 
reconnaissance in force south through Kettenis (8072 a: 
skirting the Eupen at Oberstheide (800276), ~~d then 
moving east through the heavily wooded area via Schoen
efeld (823270) and the Raerener ·;:oods to the German 
border 4nd the torm of Roetgen. This force, under 
the command of Capt K.T. McGeorge, was con:pose_d of 
1 platoon of 'light tanlcs o£ A Com~any, 33rd ~~, one 
company of medium tanks, 33rd AR. F Company of the 
36th AIR, and one platoon of B Co, 23rd Armd Engrs. 

At 1500 the reconnaissance in force moved out of 
the asse:12bly area with the miss ion of recon::oi teri:ng · 
the route into Germany. The thickly wooded terrain 
east of Eupen made impossible any flank protection. I 

The unit therefore led off with its light tan.~s, 
followed next with medium tanks and then the in
fantry in half-tracks. As the column passed 3choene7 
feld and continued j,.nto the forest, J!.cGeorgc notice( 
a number of tank tracks left b'r the enemy, but did 
not enco~ter any resistance. 

. I 

At ap::proximately 1630t at the crossroad in the cente -: 
of the forest (862278), -the unit encountered teller ' 

· mines across the road. l'rom a point about 100 yards 

_,"_ 

I 

I 
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"farther east, machine guns coYer·.; d the obstacle. 
For an unexplained reason, the light tank platoon 
went sa:fely throut:h the well ca.r::ou:flaged mines, 
and only when a medium tank was disabled by an ex
ploding mine were they discovered at all. The light 
tanks continued ahead to mo:p up the m~~chine guns and 

· eneray infantry, which they did wi t:_out di:fficul ty. 
The engineers came forward and clear~d the eight 
mines from the cross road. The column thereupon 
reformed and continued on its mission eastward to 
the German border. 

At 1700, the column hit the main road from Raeren 
to Roetgen (893295), turned southeast, and contacted 
elements of TF 1 (Lovelady). The reconnaissance in 
force passed through the friendly m1its, crossed the 
German frontier, and at Petengsfeld (903289) turned 
north on the highway to Schmidthof (895333) at a 
point just west of the railroad station serving Roet
gen. The column moved without o:p9osition along the 
road, taldng incidently, ten prisoners about 600. 
yards north of ?etengensfeld. . 

As the reconnaissance unit turned the bend in the 
highway. at Muensterbildschen (907303), it found 
itself at the top of a long slope and at the begin
ning of approximately two miles of perfectly straight 
road. Perceiving the ene~y would have an excellent 
field of fire if he chose to defend at the high 
ground at the other end of the straight rot>.d, 'KcG·eorge 
halted his force. T~e ground on either side of the 
road proved too boggy to deploy armor. Infa~try was 
therefore·· sent down in columns along the edge of the 
road to the bottom ·of the ·slope, while light tanks 

.were sent ahead to draw fire if the enemy intended 
. to defend at this point. No enemy action was observed, 

and the rest of the column moved down to the bottom of 
the slope, while foot troops went on to make reconnai
ssance on top of the next hill. 
The point of the column encountered first a rope 

'chai.n of mines, which eneny infantry had dragged 
across the road before retiring. 
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9-13-44 

The infantry .of the reconn~issance unit, P Co, 
;6th AIR, dismounted, and its ha.l:t' tracks drew oii 
the ro~d. The artillery was called for a prepara-
-tion on the crew of the Hill at Koenigsberg ( 902326) • 
. The medium tanks, which were sitting along the road, 
coul•i fire from a column formation, since the slope 
was sufficient to fire over the turret of the t~~ 
ahead. The infantry moved in a sq_uad colu..-:!1 along 
the edges :· of the road, and by 1800 had reac!l.ed the 
crest of the hill without difficulty. Since its 
mission was to secure the ground be··ond the Dragon's 
Teeth, in order that the engineers could work un
hindered on the obstacles. F company therefore con
tinued towards the concrete teeth, some two h1L~dred 
fifty yards beyond the crest of the hill. However, 
small arms fire from the right (presumably from a 
pillbox in the woods) hit the Infantr-· and stopped 
it. Since it was now getting dark, F company was 
ordered to hold on the hill top for the night. 111ea.n
while, the rest of the reconnaissance in force coile_ 
for the night near the railroad crossing north of 
:Muensterbildsc_hen (907308) • 

~fhen TF 2 (King) resumed its attack at 0800, it 
found that th~ enemy had withdrawn from his positiona 
on the Koenigsberg hills itself. The engineers ther -
fore removed the -mines without difficulty ~d des
troyed the first set of obstacles -- the cables and 
irrm gate. Thereupon the Infantry and tanks occupie 
Koenigsberg entirely, from which position the unit 
could see clearly the Dragons Teeth and the obstacles 
~n both sides. The enemy made his presence behind 
the cru.st of the Siegfr:b.ed Line -felt by sniper and 
mortar fire. The reconnaissance unit held the ground 
about Koenigsberg, while the main body of the TF, 
which had remained near Kettenis until 1100, began 
its movement ~orward. · . . 
The main column of TP 2 followed the route marked 
out for~it ~- the reconnaissance in force~ and it 
proceeded without contacting the enemy through the 
Eupen Forest to Roetgen and thence north along the 
·highway to Koenigsberg. Between 1400 and 1500 the 
TF coiled near the railroad north of Muensterbildch~
(007308), while King, Mills and McGeorge went forwar~ 
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to Koenigsberg to study the situation. It was 
apparent that F company of the inf:l!ltry, which was 
already understrength,_ could not be expected to se
cure the co~anding ground ~t Schrnidthof on the left 
and hold the wooded area on the right while the eng
ineers built a crossing of the Drago~s Teeth. There
fore, King asked the combat comc~~der for reinforce
ments. H and I com~anies of the 36th AIR were taken 
from Div Reserve and sent forward to TF 2. They 
arrived at 1800 • 

. In the meantime·, it was decided to attempt a_~ attack 
with the in:fantu on hand. I co, 33rd AR, medium 
tanks, was brought up as support, while F company, 
36th AIR, prepared to attack at 1730·. The artillery 
laid down a ten minute barrage on the enamy positions 
just previous to the jump off time. F .po, which num-

·. bered by now no more than . 6o· men, turned left of the 
highway, and moved in platoon column t~ough the woods 
at Koenigsb~rg and ~own a draw which parallels the 
highway and runs towards Schmidthof. The eneny position 
behind the irregular line' of Dragons Teeth wc.s studded 
with pillboxes. and foot soldiers were observed digging 

· in around the houses of Schmidthof. · 
The tanks of I company ~ed west off tha highway at 

· the combination · restau:rant farm house, which is the 
·:sole building of Koenigsberg. The~r skirted tl.:e woods 
and edged around on the side of the slope, some hun-

. dred yards from the highway, in order to support the 
Infantry by fire as it went down the draw towards 
Schmid~hof • . The t'a.nlcs cam.e .under .\T fire as they 
moved· from the edge of the woods. T':'o were kno eked 
out. The Infant:·y, meanwhile, came under sm.c.ll ar!!E . 

'fire of the enemy - both from pillboxes on the right 
flank and from dug in :po~i tions in the front •. ·At 
appro:dmately 1945, as dusk began to settle, the 
Infantry was halted by the enemy fire. 

Since it was clear that the In:C8.!1try co"..lld not seize 
the objective ·of Schniidthof be~ore dar::, King ordered 
them to hold their position. The tt::.11l~s •;;i thdreY: to 
behind the crest of the hill. The ~~in body of the 

~F held its position (907308) for tho night. 
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Shortly after midnight, the ene~y ODened upon the 
I!lfa!:t~J with mo~ta:- ~d automatic ::ire of such in
tensity that the nen were pushed b~cl: from their 
:9osi tion alonrr the slope of the hill (near ~.:uer?:len
brueck 398331)\·.and \"lithdrew to the Koenigsberg. hill. 
At this position, near the ::i)ragons Teeth, t:1e~r ·held 
for the night. 
Parenthetically, the antitank fire which 1mocked out 
the ~~o tarucs of I Co 33rd AR was spottel by the 
artillery .FO, which brought down . on the eneny position 

. suf£icient concentration of fire to inmc~e disabling 
the guns. 

The plan of attack developed by Kine for 0730 in the 
morning utilized both H and I comp2nies of the· 36th 
AIR. H was instructed to s-:ring left, move through 
the woods, take advantage of the dra·:;, and attack 
north towards Schmidthof. I was ordered to right 
of highway, push through the wood::>, and flank Schl!1id.t
ho£ from · the east. The actual attack began at 0900, 
with particularly heavy artiller:,r preparation pre cedi 1'1 
it. Before the attack was launched, however, King 
was evacuated, since an old wound had become infected~ 
Mills assumed command of the task force. 
The Irtf~~try seized the hill of Schmidthof with vezy 
little opposition. The village itself was likewise 
secured without difficulty. For the most part the 
pillboies which had held up the infantry the night 
before were nov! empty. From tho.se which were manned, 

·there wa~ captured a mixture of young boys and old 
men~ By 1000 the infantry had secured the ground 

·essential. for the engineers to work on .the Dragon 
Teeth. ~he platoon came forward to fill the crater 
in front of the teeth, to remove the "I" beams placed 
in .. ·the road at the gap, and to blow the gate locked 
across the road. Since the crater was full of water 
it was difficult to fill, the eng~neers built a b-
pass at the edge of the road to the left, which passe 
between the teeth along the sidewalk. Some of the 
tanks and half tracks were taken through the by-pass, 

· while the engineers continued to work on the . crater 
in order to open . the highway for the main body of 
the task force. · 

-le-



THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT 

• Spearhead :Doughboys• 

* NORMANDY * NORTHERN FRANCE * ARDENNES * RHINELAND * CENTRAL GERMANY 

Date: 
T8.tTols were sent forward from th8 T? alan;-::: t'i.1e 
road to the bend just south of Pries -:::1r·'>..th- ( 904340) 
ii!. order to reco~oi ter the ne:·::t stream crossing. At 
1300 they reported the bridge out. Th'.;'r 'Nere then 
ordered to seize the ground beyond the strea~ to secure 

· a b:!.~idgehead for the work oi' the e:.:gineers. By 1400 the 
2nd plat, D Co 23rd. Ar:!.d Engrs arr:..ve :i to •;•.ork on the 
b:-iC.gs site. Meanr;hile, the tank a"ld In: bas2..n tc form 
a colun..'l alons the straight section. of hi ,;hv;ray between 
Koenigsberg and Muensterbildchen L"l preparation for the 
advance to the north. 
At approximately 1500, while the second bridge was still 
under construction, Mills sent Inf patrols a 1000 yards 
north along the road to reconnoi tt=!r the area. The:r re
ported it free o~ enemy. At the same ti2e, a ford 
across the stream was found ~~d, initiall~, the 1st Plat 
F Co 33rd A..lt (med tks), was sent across on the road 'IE -
yond the bridge. As the main body of the column slowly 
uncoiled and prepared to move for~ard, the remainine 
truL~s of F _qQ_ for1ed the stream. By 1630 the bridge 
was completed and the bulk o:f the TF befnn to cross it • 
By 1715 the Ccmdrs of the Corps, Div and Co~·:1bat CoiDJ11and 
arrived to :find most of the TF well on its way again. 
The leading elements, continuing north on the highwa~r 
toward Kornelimuenster, spotted a ver~ l~ge gun along 
the road at Itternberg (907362), which suggested a 
105 rifle. At the sane time, enemy Inf wer~ seen duck
ing into nearb~r hedges. As it was about 1800, a."ld there 
seemed to be considerable enemy ahead, r:!ills ordered 
the tanks to pull off the road into positions of _all 

·round protection. From this place (906361) could be 
sighted a blown railroad viaduct whose debris coreplete
ly blocked the road. Thereupon :Mills pulled ahead in 
his tank to the brow of the hill at Itte~berg (907369). 
As he turned into a farm lane on the ri~h+, of the road 
two German Air Corps Officers, ·immaculately dressed, cam, 
out of the house and surrendered. At the same tL~e the 
tanks ofF Co, which were manuevering into position 
along the road, suddenly discovered that the-· were in 
the middle of a whole group of dual purpose AT and AA 
88 guns, which had been well concealed by the hedges 
w~ch crisscrass .the countryside at t~is point. Simul
taneously, the ·leading elements of the column siehted 
enemy in:fant~J in and around the he ,:ges and began 
to fire up.on them. On seeing the guns so numerous and 
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and Inf'ant:I:"J, !.!ills ordered I com:pa.'rlT!, 36th AIR, to 
deploy both sides of the road and clear out the 
fields. At least eight of the dual pur~o~e guns, in 
addition to the towed 105 rifle were located in the 

·hedges and fields on this hill. The weapons were 
brand new, and about the :positions were stacked large 
quantities of a;;:munition. The guns were so placed 
as to cover completely the road on which the column 
had just moved. If the enemy had so desired he could 
have wiped out the . entire company of tanlcs and in
flicted heavy casualties on the inf~~t~r in its half
tracks. In short time about 75 prisoners were rounde~ 
up, and during ~he next few hours some 25 more were 
~ocated. 

Although the reason for the surrender of the enemy 
without firing his excellently placed and 90mpletely 
equiped weapons cannot be deter.nined, Kills was of 
the opinion that the heaVy artille:I:"J concentration 
which had been laid 6n the hill before the column 
arrived must ~VEt scared and scattered the enemy. 
The fire had been accurate: there were ni.a.ny casual ties 
It apparently took all the fight out of the enemy, 

The remainder of the TF was brought ~ and directed 
to coil in . the· fie:lds on both sides of the highwa;>r. 
Meanwhile, a squad of Infantry was sent across the 
debris from the viaduct to reconnoiter the bridge 

· ahead~ A tank-dozer moved up to begin the job of 
clearing the ·blocked road. At·l900 the engineer 
p~atoon leader reported that at least three hours 
would be required to build a bridge on the southern 
antskirts of Kornelimuenster. · Since it would there
fore be too late to mov.e farther that night, Mills 
·made prepararions to halt the column there until tm 
next day. Major Donn, commander of H and I of the 
in:fantry companies, was ordered to s~cure the hiJh 

·ground beyond the b~idge and at the north of Korneli
muenster, in order that construction work could begin , 
without danger. of enemy fire. H company went forwarc 
to perform this missio~ and reported by 2100 that the 
area was cleared. 
Meanwhile, in order to speed the start the next day, 
an attempt was made to ford the strea~ just west of 
the bridge site. Six tanks were able to get across, 
which were used to man road blocks in the town of 
Xornelimuenster. Patrols of inf~~try worked ahead 
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northeast of Breinigerheide, and re~orted that the 
area was all c~ear. By 0600 tho following morning 
the bridge construction was completed and the task 
force could procee1~ 

At 0800 the TF moved off. F company tanks led the 
column, with I company, Inf, following in half?tracks. 
General.l.y., when the .column was on the move, a company 
of medium tanks l.ed the way, followed by a company af 
Infantry mounted in half tracks. 'Hhe!l the situation 
became obscure,- because of the terrain or information 

. concerning the enemy, the infantry dismounted and 
moved forward to feel ·aut th2 position. This .method 
proved typical after hitting Germany, while in Frarice 
and Belgium the reconnaissa_~ce platoon 1ed the col
umn, and a section of medium tanks followed behind 
it. When enemy opposition became stiffer, the re
connaissance platoon leaders were killed and the 
platoon shot up, hence .the . change made. The light 
vehicles, hal.f tracks and quarter tons, were too 
.vulnerable 1D small. arms fire. Position of the 

·:rest of the column: Reconnaissance plat, Bn Hqs, 
then 1 medium tank co (I), advance battery of art
illery~ Infantry (H) co, TDs, Engineers,- one Bn 
Hq (33rd) ,_with assault .and mortar platoons, medi-· 
cal. detachment~ maintenance section, F company In
·fantry, remainder of FA Bn, light tanks (A) co • . 

Anyhow, the column moved out of its bivouac on the 
hill southeast.:of Kornelil!l.uenster at 0800. It passed 
through the city, ·turned north, and went along what 
proved to be little more tlum a goo:l "~exas co\vtrail". 

· to the right of Bus bach . ( 937 404) • .··:ne~l were spotted 
between Dorf (917390) and Busbach (9274U3). They 
were f1:ed unon but did not return the fire. The col

·. mnn fired on- pi:.lboxes and enemy vehicles on the left 
flank al.l. the way as it proceeded to the east and 
north of Busbach. At 1000 it reached the high ground 

, south of Bauschenberg (938404) and started over the 
high ground comnan,:.ing the vo.lley to the north east 
and the Vicht river. At this point hea~? a~tillery 
came dO\vn from t:1e northeast. The colur.m therefore 

. pulled baclc behind the crest oi the hi&!l ground., wh:U e 
the rest of the TF co;i..led alan:; the rot~.te behind it 
for a diata~ce of three-qu~~ters oi c mile. The usual 
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length of ths co:umn on the road was one mile; 
however, it frequently stretched 2 1/2 Ir.iles. 
It was nece·ssarv to abandon a sectim1 of nee ·is 
at this :point, as e'nemy small arrJS fii"e frm:ll.· the 
northwest (934408) drove the men i:nto the ditch 
a..11d v10uld not pernii t them to rer:.o~t 2-nd return 

· with their vehicles. The enemy artillery contL~ued 
to fall on the column but it was apparently unob
served, sinca it hit the crest in front of the TF 

and continued to :pound that area without sear-:.; hing 
in any other :position,· 

In ordsr to advance farther · to the northeast, the 
TF would. have to descend a steep slor>e to the valley, 
cross the Vicht river, and then penetrate the heavily 
wooded slopes to secure the valley, the bridge, and 
the commanding gz-ound beyond. H and I companies were 

.. , given their instructions, and at 1100 I com!)any led . 
off in a column of platoons followed by H com:pany. 
I crossed over the'hill at 9384C7 and entered the 

. valley near lfina:feldhammer (9~3409). Small arms 
. fire was re.c'eived. Several enemy infant~r were seen 

. ;in the woods a:cross the stream (9364.07). -By 1200, th' 
leading ele~ents were aL~ost to the bridge. Friendly 
artillery·:le.id on three heav:-r concentrations, based 

. on observation from Brockenberg (938400). Divisional 
. artille~ got those on the nose of hill to the left 

.(944413) while .Corps artillery was called in to lay 
.. ·on the nose of the ~ill to the right (936409)., . 

The Infantry _ com~~anding officer was advised that if 
the bridge :proved to be out, the advance route wouJd be 
changed and that the task force would s .. 'ing to rear · 
of TF l -{Lovelady) and cross over his bridge. The In- . 
fan try :patrolled up to the bridge ( 944409) and: report-

· '. ·ed at 1230 . tha~ it had been blown and that it would 
:. . take considerable work to repair it. Thereupon, the 
· .. plans of the TF were phanged, Col Boudinot of CCB 
· told _Mills to move his meJl to the rear of TF Lovelady • , 

Reconnaissance was therefore sent out to find a suit
-able · route of approach to the southeast. 

TF Mills 5'-vung south to hit TF Lovelady at Breinig 
(934383). It began to move at 1230, and was held up 
some time near Breinigerberg (046387), where it had 
contacted TF Lovelady. At 1330 Mills deployed his 
men off the road in the fields at (934383) and coiled 
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the leading elements (2 cos: F co ta.'1ks, and H co 
Infantry, with TDs and '5:n~s). The rest remained 
coiled along the road south of Hassenberg (933394). 
It remained there . during the afternoon, there _being 
no room for additional· troops across the stream be~rond 
the bridge. Late in the afternoon the TF pulled near 
Breinigerberg .and went to· bivouac in that area for 
the night • . 

At 1900 Ini of t.he TF were ordered bY Col Boudinot to 
· go up to Col Lovelady at Burgholz (958410) to help 

secure· his: position. 

In order to determine when ~o move up and what the 
situation was apross the stream, Mills kept close 

.1iaison with Capt . George Stalling, executive officer · 
·o:f' TF 1 (Lovelady). Mills took one medium tank com- .:: __ 

.' pany and checked' personally to see if his force couJd. . · 
be· assembled north of the Vicht river. He then ca.lle d 

· ·coi Boudinot and told him of the crowded. situation. there 
-~d was given permission to move into · the. biv.buac near 
~einigerberg* · . · 

Mills, 'on his radio, heard Col Boudinot and Lt Col 
· ·Lovelady discuss the need for · Infantry. Lovelady said 

·he did not need · the infantry but finally agreed to 
take them. When Mills ordered. the Infantry forward 
at 1900, he kept F company, Inf, with him, since it 
was badly shot up. Major Dunn, comdg Officer, 3rd Bn, 
36th AIR, thereupon went up personally to contact Col 

' . . · ~ovelady and aJ.~rted H and .I companies •. 
.. 

· .. 9-16-4¥·· .'.··x:·'nlroughout·· the entire day, 'rF Mills remained in place,-. 
... 

' . . 
· ·· ··· except for minor shitting of forces. One platoon of 

· ·-,~. ' · tanks {I. co) was sent to CC:S to protect the CP. During 
: the night, Mills kept his c:P in the pumping station to . 

: ~ . the right of the road between Breingerberg ( 948391) and 
. _- . NachtigallchenL from which he had withdrawn it the pre
,· . '- .. vious night. -.tie pulled his. reconnaissance platoon up 
· · · to the CR for local security • 

. In the morning Mills went up to Col Lovelady 1s CP, · in 
the Pillbox south of Burghulz (958410)·. There Col Gans 
was trying to line up his force. He should have had 
two battalions less one company, but he could only 

... find four companies. Mills told him of the depleted 
F conpany which he had held in his area and which he 
had not sent up the night before because Lovelady had 
not seemed to need them. Mills then ordered F co~peny 
commander to alert ~is men, and ordered him to see Col 
Gans as to where to put his . men. Col Gans should bave 
had F, Hand I companies of the 36th AIR (formerly with 
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Mills) and D and E companies of the 35th AIR (for
merly with Lovelady). At 0100 of the 16th, Col Gans 
had been called back to headquarters to receive order! 
During the evening of the 16th, Mills re ·:: ~ived the 
follo\ving order: Move forward,. pass through :pcu:t of ' 
Col Lovelady's T:P,. cut left at ::lJ 273 ( 962412), attacL 
west to Stolberg (9342), and then go north through 
the to'.'in, turn northeast at 935434, thence to Birken-· 
gang {944438) (incidentally crossing the Jon."l.erburg 
fortress), then northeast to 954433, then southeast 
to 957429, then northeast to 959432, resuming the 

. original axis of advance. Mills . was to p:i:ck up F 
company 36th AIR fr.om Lovelady . ~t C::i 27'?. 

·9-17-44 In the morning, TF 2 (Mills) Uncoiled from its bivoua 
area near Brein~gberg and pushed its Vla~r north along 
the route (via ~achtigallchen 957400, the bridge 955466 

· and CR 273) followed b:• TF liovelady. F co of ·tanks, 
·.in the lead, crossed the initial point of the enginee s 
· bridge · at approximately 0800, and at CR 273 the column 

turned left to penetrate the woods southwest of Diep
.. enlichen. While passing through TF Lovelady d·~fensiv 
··position at the' edge of the woods:;, liills picked up 
the remnants of F co, Inf. Just· short of the western 
edge of the woods (954416), the leading elements of 
the force halted in order to make a reco~"l.aissance an 
estimate the situation of the open te~ain to the front 
Across the gentle Yalley, at a distance- of o.pproxi:mat -
ly 800 yards, enemy infantry were diggin~ in on the 
ridge :paralleling the edge of the woods (94S418 to 
958428). Artillery was called for, which -came down 
on the ridge. The 40 men left in F company were dis
mounted from tne~r half tracks and given the order 
to attack across the little valley to the ridge and ~: 
secure the crest at 952421 as an OP. In addition to · 
the artillery concentration on the ridge in front of 

·· · ·: the posi t:ron, artillery also fired on the woods at 
the southern end (9~5416). where considerable enemy 
:activity had been observed. ·Likewise, ·the orchard ·I 
.at ·953419 .. was subject to fire. When the infantry 

.tamped off· about 1000, therefore, they had been pre-
. . ceded by artillery fire which was deemed sufficient I 

to break any enemy resistance. The infantry had 
·erossed the bottom of the small valley in a skirmish 
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line and began to wor~ its way up the far slope. 
At this point it began to r eceive small a_~s fire 
from the woods to its left end from the direction of 
a burning house at Neiderhof (958424). The company 
commander renorted that he could not take the ob
jective without undue losses, and he was therefore 
ordered to withdraw half w~y back to the woods from 
which ~ne attack had been launched. )~other artillery 
concentration was then called for. 
In the .meantime, the tanks of the task force had been 
immobilized by th~ ap~eara~ce ot e hea~J enemy tank · 
(probably a Mk VI) coming up through a small draw be
hind the ridge to the northeast (955424) and firing 
upon some friendly light tanks at the northwest corner 
of the woods near Biederhof (960423). It knocked 
out a tank of T~ :Lovelady, which went up in flames 

·and the cry for medics was heard. Kills, ~ter con
.aul.ting with his tank commanders, thought he could 
knock out the enemy tank and therefore eased a 76-mm 
SP gun into position at the edge of the woods. It 
opened fire on the· Mark VI and got off 4 rounds be
fore the enemv tank could turn its turret to fire on 
the 76-mm gun: Three of these rounds were definite 

· · hits, but they merely bounced off. Then the Mark Vi 
opened up and put two rounds right through ·the front 
s~ope plate of the 76-mm t~ chassis, knocking out 
the gun, kill±ng one man, ·ana wounding two others • 

. The enemy ·tank then remained in posi 1iion, with no 
triendly ar.nor abl;e 1iO challenge it. Having no· 
other ·~ to deal with the Mark VI tank, Mills re
quested artillery fire on i~s position. ~hereafter 
during the da¥, whene~er the enemy·tank poked ita 
nose over the ridge, the artillery would drive it 
'back but could not knock 1t ou~ • 
~he second ·artillery barrage was laid dawn in the 
woods at 950418, concentrating on the finger of 

.. trees which point a to Burgholzerhof. Again the . 
. Infantry tried to reach the hill, following close in as 
· artillery lifted its fire. This time P company · 
, got to the ridge. · A platoon of P company tanks 
infiltrated at maximum speed down the slope and up 
to a defUaded position. in rear of the In:tantry • . In 
order to try to complete the mission, a section of 
medium ta.nlal, commanded by Lt John R Raymond, w~nt 

0 0 o.: . ~ 
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up at 1200 with the plan of moving through the woods 
on the left of 945416. However, as he pushe~ into 
the woods he received bazooka fire from the left 
flank, knocking out the lead ~ank. 

In view of the small Infantr.r force available and 
the hazards of continuing on·· the assigned mission, 
The TF was · _ordered to hold the ridge. There were 
only elements of one tank co and one Inf co on 

··· this objective .. · The CP was moved to the middle of 
, the woods (956414) \Vhile assault · _guns, mortars and 

·reconnaissance elements moved around the CP. As yet 
the TD' s and Co I of 14ed Ta.."lks had not been brought 1 l 

. On this date the TD' s ~ I Co of Med Ta..'"l.ks, Rcn Plat, 
... ,- Assault guns and mortar section wer·e all sent to the 
· · .~ ,right flank of TF: Lovelady's position near Are"'7:L"lkel . 

'':·. They were· ordered first to Mausbach, then to turn nort 
·,:· on the road .to 'Gressenich. The · lost three tanks ea.:r-l.J 

. ·in the movement and wound up in the vicini~; of Maus· 
bach, between.' TF Lovelady and the 47th Infantr-.• Regt • 

.·DUring the night, shortl:v after midnight, the strong 
point on 'the ridge was subject to an attack bv Germ~
Inf. Hand to band fighting ensued, in which two . 
enemy and olie American soldi~r were killed, with 
others wounded~ 

9-18-44 ; At 0800 the Inf Comdr reported that he was driven 

.· •··. 
·· I 

I 

. · ' .. , 
• .. ; · .... 

. ·:: ' \ .. 

· . . off the high ground and forced back to the farnhouse 
.: ·· of Burgholzerhof (953420), under the pressure of 
~.: ·~: heavy mortar arid small ar:rns fire. The rermants of F 

:.-<, · Co were beginning to · break under the extended strain 
.· . . many were shocked and sufferine from combat exhaus·i;i . 1 

·· · The situation was reported to Col Boudinot, who re-
~ · plied that _it was "very_ .necessary" to _regain the hig~· , 

ground •. By ~000, · heavy enemy artillery· began to fai 
' 1,on the area •.. 5 · · 

' • . i . . , . . 

. -lt this tilne · a .llarge number of ene:;1y Infantry were 
sighted: coming :over the ridge, which previ<;mslv had 
been .held by ' the elements·. of F Co. Like\vise along 
the ridge to ·the northeast, enem~; began to appear. 
Thereupon,. Mills called for artillery fire on the 
ridge, which began to break up the attack. B~ 

-~ 1500 the enemy ·efforts ceased.· 
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At about 1500, F co~:pany ag2.in :movsd out towards 
the high ~o1.md of the ridge, follo ::ing closely 
behind a heavy artillerJ fire. It ::::-etook the ob
jective. Mills received no re~nforce~ents and there
fore dismounted part of his mortar platoon for flank 
support on the left. ?art .of the assault gun platoon 
was instructed to cover the right flank with fire. 
Of the six mee±um tanks available, some ~ere put on 
the flanl-:s, while others supported the front. This 
defense was established for the ni.r;ht a:-1.d was held 
in the face of continued enemy artillery fire over 
the entire area. 

.In purs.uan~e of the same mission as he had been 
given two days previously, Mills was given a 
different plan of attack. At 0800 he Y:as instruct
ed to turn southwest, move down the small valle;y in- · 
stead of across it, proceed to the Vicht river {944410) 
turn west and skirt ·the woods in which his tanks had 
been hit with bazooka fire and move into Stolberg · 
from the s ~theast. TF 1 ~Lovelady) was to follow 
~F 2. . _:. . . . 
Early in the· morning the 3rd platoon of F company, 
eight tanks, was sent down the valley to reach the 
river. There it found that an error in reading the 
map had been committed when the order was given. 

· ·~herewasn't any road·on the near side of the Vicht 
o:'ltive:;-;·:·ay "which the tanks could skirt around the 
wooded hill. Sgt Watson, leader of the patrol, re
turned in his tank and met Mills at 950416. Mills 
personally reco~~oitered for a route leading towards 
Stolberg, but found none existed without crossing . 
the stream. s ·ince the bridge at this . point was blom 
that was impossible~ 
At the same time as the reconnaissance platoon of 
·tanks moved. off, the infantry began its part ·of the 
attack. One platoon of I company had been attached 
to Mills during the night~ and along with the rest 

. _of F company - whi<?h was a ha1f platoon itself· ~r 
.now - it moved down the little valley towards the 
stream, with the mission of at~acking west through 

. . the woods (945414) and vicinity. It reached the 
stream about 0900, meeting very little opposition. 

· Even though the tan...la3 were unable to get through 

. \ 

· around the hill, the in:!ant~J was ordered to attack 
across the wooded area iri the direction of Stolberg • 
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·It was to wait for .the TF at 940420 L~ the tovvn. 
Mills then planned to send his armor over the ridge 
near. Burgholzerhof. As the inf.2.ntry s;vung west into 
the wooded hill·, it dre\v small arms fire from both 
the front and the rear. It was therefore unable to 
continue without support. 
·In preparation for the t~~ attack over the ridge 
to Stolberg, Sgt W~tsorn in charge of the light tan.lts, 
conducted a reconnaissance for the TF. From a positic 
in partial defilade near the outskirts of the town 
(943420), he re~orted back to Mills. There had been 
no AT fire as he raced over the hill, and no AT guns 
were .. visible. At his position, hd:reveJ;, ·ne ··. re:ceive.d 
enemy rifle and bazooka fire; grenacies and machine 
guns in buildings. He reported by radio also that 
the ground .down the open hill was . marsby and that 
it would be ha~d to deploy the tanks, but that it 
was possible t~ get them .through. 
~lls ordered .the 3rd platoon ofF company tanks to 

· · cross the ridge and j·oin St$t Watson. AJ3 the lead 
. tank _moved over the ridge l949419), it drew AT 
fire and w~s immediately knocked out. The rest of 
the platoon then withdrew to behind the hill for 
cover in· the .orchard. Sgt Watson, still abserving 
from his advanced position, reported the enemy was 
shooting out his periscope, shooting bazooka and 
throwing grenades at close range. He was unable 
~o fire· back ·without exposing himself to the AT 
fire. · Mills therefore decided to lay down a smoke · 
screen to enable Watson to withdraw. However, it 
became so ·hot for the sergeant that before the ar-

. tillery .'could lay down smoke, he pulled out of his 
. sunken road and ran the ·galmtlet of enemy fire up 

over the ·. hill. and :to s~ety. Three o:f his tank · 
commanders were wounded by enemy small arms fire froi 
the town, but during his stay there he had, in addi
tion .to making ·reconnaissance, · directed artillery and 
mortar fire o~ .the enemy ·in Stolberg. He returned 1 

. at about 1130 ~ · ·1 
. ~. · ·Mill~ was ordered at noon to hold his present position. 

· At 1500 he was calle ·:l to Lovelady·' s C?, where Hogan, 
Mills and Lovelady were issued the ord.er for a three- ~ 

. · .• 
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pronged attack northeast to secure ·;eissenberg, 
Hochwegerhof, and the high ground between the two 
points, The L:L> .was the .edge of the woods between 
Niderhof and Diepenlinchen. ~~lls was on the left, 
Lovelady in th~ center, and Eogan on the right. 
Soon after the objective was reached, at about 1800, 
tlle tan..'lcs and Infantr~· of TF 1 came up from the right. 
The inf~~try, elements of H and I comp~nies 36th AIR, 
were cotJnanded by Capt Gettert. The~; had attempted 
to move fo~vard, but under heavy fire they bad side 
slipped to the left and reached TF ~ills' objective 
instead of their own. ~t 1900 Mills put his own in
fantrJ (15 men of F co, and 20 men of one platoon of 
I company) under Getterl, telling him to organize ~ 
defense for the night. McGeorge, in the meantime, sent 
to get engineers' platoon to put along the northwest · 
flank on the· high gr.ound to the left, and to e:x:tend 
the line farther by the reconnaissance platoon. The 
OP and assault guns moved up to Niederhof. · One plat 
of A co, light tankS, remained on the .line, while 

~ , . . the rest pulled back to Niederhof. This defense 
·was held for the night. : .. ,, --... . ' . . ' . . . 

. ' Mills sent for his light tan.'lc compa~v, his platoon 
of TDs, and his engineers, and had the~ contact a 
guide at CR 27y ·to lead them into the woods from ' 
which the attack'was to ·be launched. His order stated 
that the tanks or F co would lead, followed by the 
Infantry platoon and the . elements ofF company, Int, 

. (both of which were badly shot up); next the light 
tanks of A company, with the TDs moving to the edge 
f:Jf the woods to cover theridge to the west and give 
:flBnk protection by fire.. . 
The mortars and assaUlt gmi:a ·~ itl.::posi tion near Burg
holzerhof were given. the ··mission ot smoking the left 
flank as Mills · attacked. The heavy s.moke which they 

... \SUbsequen~ly ·laid down at 1600 proved very helpful. 
'· Mills attacked toward his objective before 1700, 

.. . ·:where in the orchards and house of Hochwegerhof, he 
· · . •. ·. . encountered many eneDl"J infantry. AT fire from the 

.: . · northeast and heavy mortar and artillery fire fell 
. an the objecti~e. It was hot as hell. One light 
tank was kocked out by the· AT fire, ··wh:f.le Mills and 
McGeorge roved ·the area firing on infantry in the 
orchard and house. The enemy counter-attacked by 

-lp-
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fire. Mills had the tree immediately in front of 
his tank blown up b·r a shell, but the attack was 
repelled. HE, A:P and Smoke were fired into the · 
house, but it was difficult to get the enemy out. 

·Meanwhile, the tanks received bazooka fire from 
-the ene~. There was little .order in the fighting. 
Tanks _·and Infantry mixed and infiltrated among the 
enemy. 

9-20-44 In the morning, Mills received from CCB the order 
· to ·hold his defensive position at Hochwegerhof and 
to fan out on both sides of the orchard to protect 

( . 

. . :· -: 
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.· .. · ·. \ 

. ~ ~ . · .. : ; . . 
..... . . 

. ·· · .. 
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~· : .. 
.. l :· ·· 

.··· 

.... · 

the left flank of the . combat command. ' 
· · - . · A:bout noon Mills went . back to the pill box (958412) , 

.. ~'which was the CP of the command, located on the east 
· · side of Diepenlinchen woods • From Col Boudinot he 

... 

.received an order to attack at 1430 northwest across 
the ridge 8.nd through the valley to Hill 287. At 
.this time Mills had F company (tanks), 32nd AR, and 
one plat of A Co's light tanks in the orchard at Heel 
wegerhof, and remnants Of Co F :;6th AIR, now number~ 
about 15 men • . When Mills pulled his tanks ·back, · . 
however,. the plato on of I Co, Inf, and F Co, . Inf, 
remained with R company in the area. Mills asked 
for the return of his I Co tanks, which had been 
sent tollausbach the night before to hold the -town • 
In order that this campany might arrive, t~e attack 

. . .. was hel~ up f'ro~ 1430 .to -approximately 1600. . 
., Durl.ng the hour' and a half, while the Task Force was 

-_.:. · : ·. prepari.ng for the assaul. t, an unusually heavy ene~ 
.. · ,. . : .artillery barr.age came down on the .western edge of 

' the Diepenlinchen woods_. It came from the northwest, 
.. . · · in the direction of Hill 287, and disrupted the· re-. ··. 

·:-·· . 

.... · 
.·: 

';~· ·· . 

.·· ..... .. 
' . :-·· ~ 

. .. 
.. -

.· .ftleling and reloading of ammunition of the Task Force , 
JUrther disruption was caused by the casualty of 1 
Capt Jobn Watson, artillery Officer, and his FO, who 

:~d just worked out the fire plan for the artillery. 
' . .. . 

.- ··When the armor of the TF was . finally marshalled for 
the ·attack, F Co had 8 tanks, I Co 6 tanks and A Co 

·15 light _tanks.' As artillery preparation, concen
·::trations were laid on Duffenter (953430) on the 
·right, Donnerberg (946424) on the left, and Hill 287 
.'{948433) in the· center. The ·aasaul t guns of the Bn 

. laid smoke· on 1ihe hill_ i tsel.f, while the artillery 
'· 

~ . :. ~~.: . 
. . ~ . 

. ... • 
·~·· -· 
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smoked the right flank ( 957 434) , a.."l:: ::no::cta.rs s:.:okcC. 
the left (947424). The TF had hoped to receive Ini
a..Tltry support in its attac!·: and. it \yas prom sed that 
troops wo~d be sent up later in the afternoon. 
~~en the ~ttack was lat~1ched at 1600, the ar=or went 
without infa~try support. F co and I co led in lines 
of five tanks, makinG a total of three waves, and A 
co follor;ed. As tho. tanl::s crossed the ridee before 
going do'::n the valley at Duff enter, the:7 opened up 
with their guns on Hill 287. As the attcck adva7l.ced 
under the protection of amok:;, th: tanlcs '-'Tould run 
and fire, combining speed with fire power as much 
as possible. One tank commander of a light tank vva.s 
wounded and his tank turned back. Otherwise, the 
attack through the crossroads south of Duffenter ~7ld 
up to the top of .Hill 287 was made without loss of 
vehicles. Only ·the smoke and cpeed saved the TF, for 
direct 88mm ~ire had been coming throughout t4e after
noon; probably .fro~ a Mark VI tank "known. to be in the 
·area. · 

. Another reason for the success of the initial· attack 
~was the action of the TD platoon, 1st Eiat, B co, 703d 

TD Bn, which had been in partial defilade behind the 
.right flank of the force with fire and put fire on 
enemy vehicles observed. in the vicinity of Hill 287. 
It did an excellent job, knocking out one Mark VI . 
tank on the right flank and one 1t~ark V tank near Hill 

t ' 287. 

.. ·;:-: 

The. TF reached the top of the hill (~ill 287) before 
1700 •. ·wnen the leading elements got to the top of the 
slope, they. drew fire from the rear of the hill before 
they could tr-lke cover. Seven tanks were lmocked out 
rapidly - 3 ~rom I co and 4 from F. Thereupon, the re-

. mainder withdrew to the 'near side of the slope and be
.. gan to form a def'ensi ve position southwest of Du:ffe.71-

:' ter . )947426) as marked on sketch. The light tank co 
. was given the .task of protecting the flanks and rear 
· ·of. the force, s'ince ·::i thout infru1tr:-: , the task force 

was open from all sides •. ~ills then organized the de
fensiYe posi~ion for the night, under fire from enemy 
Infantry ~ the. houses in Donnerberg on the left, 
around the church, and from positions on Hill 267. 
It' necessitated a withdrawal of about 200 yards on 

. · the right and 400 yards on- the left. 

-l.s-
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MP-anwhile, The rear CP of the TP ani ii~her Hqs 
were trying to get irifantr" to outpost the :position 
of the TF. · .A~ter making fra.""ltic efforts, the" report i 
about 1900 that none were availnble. To mclce things 

· worse, the enem.Y began to bring his artill r~~r fire 
into the area. Observation for the ene!!ly was avail
able from the pillbox on Hill 287, and for forty five . 

. ·. ··minutes the TF received some of the most intensive fire 
·· :· of the past several days. Afterwards, the enemy con-

: tented himself with intermittent iire of high velocit 
into . the area. · The medics half-track tried several 

. times to get up to the position, but each of the 
efforts were met by enemy fire from Hill 287. Throu;~h 
out the night, th~ tankers dismou.~ted to guard their 

. vehicles, . and by good luck the casualties were · lo\7. 

' i ·• ••• 

At dawn one of the remaining tanks of I Co was hit by 
bazooka fire. rt was knocked out and its commander 
badly injured. · New efforts to get infa,.""ltrv and medic-1 
aid were ma4e. About 1030 Lt Paul R Long led the med 
ica.J. H/T over the hill in a -light tank. At the same 
~±me urgent requests for air support were made. One 

.. 
•.· .. ·-

:. ;, 

' .. 

; .. 

, . ·.·.flight came in but had to return for gas. Others con
! ··tacted already .had missions.' A thir-d effort. brow-_sht a 

. . ·. flight which st'ated that the desired targets (marked 
:by red smoke from the artillery) were too close to 

~ · ·. ·· ·friendly vehicles. Therefore, the enem:v fire, par
·.. .. .. ·.- ticularly ·.from a dug in tank on Hill 287, continued 

·· to harass the TF. One Inf Plat, so fresh that some 
' ·· . of its men had don~ ~ittle more than fi~~ their M-1 

rifles, from the newly reconstituded E Oo 36th·AIR, 
.. was reported coming up tq aid Mills. · MG fire from 

the enemy in hduses at Duffenter pinned the platoon 
. ... · · . _down. An artillery concentration and then finally a 
. ;.'. smo~e ·screen was laid down to get the men forward by 

· .1400. At 1500 . they were ordered to move out toward 
Hill 287, to dig in and outpost the position. The 
Plat Leader was wounded and the platoon bogged down 
short of its line in the vicinity of 947429. 
At about 1530 Mills received radio order from the 

. ·: ·. Combat Commander to undertake a new mission. He was 

.. ' : ... ··' . 
.. .. 

·· . . .. ·. 

· .. 
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ordered to move northwest along the road across 
Donnerberg to Birkenga.11g, thence to go southwest 
:~d make contact with T3' Hogan in Stolberg. Mills 
gave his .attack ·order and the 'infant~J were with
drawn· to the tank position, 'to be mounted on the 
rear for the attack. · 

Just·as Lt Col Lovelady came forNard with part of 
his TF to relieve Mills so that he could attack, the 
enemy j·oined in with a terrific artillery barrage, 
.which scattered part of the infa.~try. 

~ills took of! towards the objective with .4 tanks 
· left in F co~ 3 in I company, and 14 in A company 
. of light tanks. . Instead of striking acro:Js the · 
road suggested by higher headquarters, Mills took 

· -.: . . , the circui taus path in order to secure as much cover 
. as possibie. (s.ee dotted· line on map· 945430 to · 

. ·. ·. :" .. .. 940430 to CR at:-9454-34 and then NW to Birkengang). 
·. . ·.· ~ .· .. As the. TF pr.oceeded~: to its . objective, an enemy tank · 

_. .. :, - from west acraes the valley opened up on its left 
·. · · · ·· flank, forcing two light tanks to take cover. They 

·then became stuck in the mud. As the colurin turned 
--:. ·. :_northwest on the 'road ·to · Birkengarig (944436) enemy 

.. : ·. ·.to the north of . Hill 287 opened up on the column · 
from the rear • . ·Then as the ~F made another .'turl!l 
southwest o.f St9lberg, it began to ~et direct Tank 
fire from the_ enemw behind bunkers .(936438). Like-

·. wise, time was passing and Mills had to start coil
ing his force for defense during · thc night. He there-

. . -. fore turned the · column into the factory district of 
.. · ·· ·· Birkengang, and by stringing the column 'along zinc 

-~ 

· ·. ~: · slag piles he .succeeded in giving it some cover agai!lst 
. ·. \ 

.' . . ..~ . . . ' . .. 

·-. 

r· 

tank fire, if ~ot 'from infantry small arms. · 
One section of· i:igb.t ; .. tanks was sent back to get 
supplies. Itxreached the CJ? in Burgholzerhof, got 
supplied, and attempted to return, where about 2000 
it was to pick up tanks ~rom TF 1 near Duffenter. 
They got to 942433, where an enemy tank confronted 

·:: ·them. .As a result o~ the nights efforts, three half
.;:; -tracks, three medium tanks, and one light tank were 

:. --· 'l~~~ to enemy - ~:ire or stuck in the mud. 
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. 9-22-44 The TF remained in the Birl!:engang factory area 
(942438) most of the day. Enemy tanks were heard 
early in the morni.'>l.g moving to the northwest at a 
distance estimated to be about 500 to 1000 y.ards. 
Other enemy vehicles were heard in the woods to the 
east and along the road from Birkengang toward Hill 
287. About 0800 a German SP gun pulled up on top 
of the slag piles (944438) about 50 yards from the 
nearest tank of the TF •• A bazooka was fired with
out hitting the enemy; however, the vehicle withdrew. 
The tanks .of ~he force were themselves unable to fire 
against the enemy and remained in cover, since they 
were pulled in close to the rough edge of the slag . 

• ··pile of the zinc fac:to:ry. 

· -About 1000 a tank pulled up to the southeast corner 
... , , : · ·of the CR at Birkengang )94~438), not much more than 

· : . 100 yards from _·the factory area. It sat there, as :tf 
-- - ~ .... gu.arding the enemy infantry -..vho began to in;filtrate 

'<'.',_--:. towards ' the TF· from the direction of Eschweiler .. wal.d. 
·: ';. · · ·: The Infantry and the cre~s of the TF fired upon the 

·.,.. 

,. 

; . 

·· ···· 

' . 

. :~:: ·. eneJll7 wit~ rifl:es and ~chine guns and managed to 
· ·, : ld.J.l a number of them. In addi tion,Mills c~led in 
.. " frequent artillery concentrations which apparently 

·: :·. proved ef;f'ec~ive in bre~g up the enemy ~cups. 

. . 
.· ·.i . 

~ ; . ·. 

·· AJ.l through the morning the enemy brought down heavy 
artillery fire in the general vicinity of H~ll 267. 

· · It passed over .the head of the TF as it was coiled 
in the. factory ;·in Birkeng~g. . It seemed probable 
that the enemy, ·from his ob~ervation point near 

,. · Donnerberg, could not see Mill's force, for the 
.:, .. ,:. terrain was such that fire into the TF -from the 

northwest would have been easy • 
Late in . the morning, a ·patrol of the remtining 14 

' I~an:trymen were sent out towards a building ·north ... 
.west of the position at 939437, where _enemy infantry 

! l 

·· .· had been sighted. The patrol returned wi tn. four pris- 1 
·. · oners who stated ·that beyond the hi;h slag pile west ; 

:. :: .. of the factory· .(938439) were .between 200 and 300 · 
: ~ · .. dug in infantry. At this time ·friendly artillery 
: -from somewhere west of Stolberg, apparently on 

commanding ground held by CCA, laid dovm fire upon 
_the enemy that was ~hreatening Mil:s force from that 
direction. 

t' 
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At 1500 the enemy on the west of Stolberg apparent
ly sighted the Task Force, for hea~r calibre high 
velocity shells began to fall on its position. At 
the same time, enemy infantry began to infiltrate 
into the houses southwest of the zinc factory (939437). 
In the face of enemy capabilities against the TF, Mills 
called Col Boudinot, CCB commander, on the radio and 
·discussed the situation. Mills was given authority 
.to plan a means of withdrawal to contact TF Hogan in 
Stolberg itself. At ~his time Mills lacked Infant~ 
to hold such a position, while many of his men re
quired medical treatment. Some of the tanks were lew 
on ammunition. · While· a few of the light tanks needed 
fuel, since the enemy artillery had disrupted the re
fueling before · the attack. 
At 1615 the artillery laid down the smoke screen as 
planned. In spite of the great assistance this gave 
the maneuver, the TF still received tank fire from 
944436, along the edge of the woods, and from 944438, 
the crossroads at Birkengang. The tank southwest of 
the factory area, at 939437, could fire only part of 

·. the time, for the column moved down a draw which 
partly masked its fire. /,... -
At the moment the artillery laid its smoke screen, 
the enemy infantry sprang up from its position on 
the outer edges of the slag piles and closed in on 
the Task Force. Enemy fire was received at almost 
point blank range. Apparently the enemy had been 
building up 'his strength for some time, and he either 

· used the smoke to cover his movements or he foresaw 
that it. preceded a withdrawal. That not a man was 
hit during the actual withdrawal operations appeared 
to be a miracle to the Task Force Commander. 
The column moved out at full speed just after 1615, 

· ·and by 1630 initial contact was made with TF Hogan 
in Stolberg (937432). In the evening Mills furnished 
road blocks for Hogan's force. 

This position was held in Stolberg during these days •. 
At the end of the period 23 through 25 Jan 44 the 
·Task Force was relieved by part of the 32nd AR. 

.;..lw-
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