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(a) ,i)rlg\pal Uplt: No change 

('b) qhane•~ in Organi:,atlcn,C!• 

(tbru ohannols) 

(l) Regi:en~al Headquart•rs, ll •dquarter~ Core ~any, 
uervioa Company, 36th Ar~ored In1an;ry Re&i&ont, were e-par~ o1 
Comb t Command nan throu&hout tno pt\r1o4. - . 

2) The let Eat tali on, J .: th ,..\naored lnftHl try liegirent, 
was at tuehed to CoA~b :.1 t ~ctill'laJld ,., ;,tt e part u.f ~aak force "'.aol• 5 "' . 
and/ or faak Pore• 8 0rr .. throughout the period. · 

( ~) fhe ~d Ba-t~~lion, 'G'th Arli6ored ln.f&otry Htgim"nt; 
rn1a a'ttachad. 'to vo.mbat Co~nd. "B" 1 aa part of Taek .YQrce " ~ ulborn11 

througbou~ the period. 

(4) Tbe 5d ..:at~alion, }6tu .\r ..- ered in! r-w~ry :\og l&etn, 
_ •as Ettao.ned to -Coiibal Cc~~nd "ftitt aa 9art ot 'la.ak .Faroe ·"' a.1oht1rd

aon" ~hrcuehcut the petr1o.1. 

( o ) ~ t r• nA; ttu . 

1 April 1945 
-, o· Hprll 1945 

Hot loss or gaint 

Officer~ 

l l 9 
99 

-10 

{d) ~tationez No o~ange. 

11a.rr~nt Of!1cors =-~ n li~ tad .~ en 

4 2350 
4 2416 -c + 66 

(e) ~areheat Uarohee same 85 a~ttle 3arru~1ve !hown in 
par a;gra.;h (g) t.tlis rei)ort. 

I 

{1) Cem~a1gn~: ~ ne deoignuted a1r.oe la~t report. 

(g) I"! .. ttlcs: · 

Throughout thd ;er-iod, e.rca . t for tew;;or ,_; ry 
o ;..~ nng eo as oilown in the n~rru.tive fc lo.,.io~ , Combat Co!:Jtnnd "'~i "' w s 
co~~o~ed of the !ollo~ : ng un1ts; · 
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Begi~eDtal lq ~ Bq CompadJt '6th ~r~d lnl aogt 
;54. Battalion, )6ib Ar&d lnt· · egt 
~erYice Compe.n7, '6th Ar:Jd. In·t Regt 

. 3d- !a~talion, :S2d Ar~ored Regi[#•.nl 
54 n&ttalion, ''d Armored Re§i ent 
54th ~rmored ~ial4 Art1llerr E&ttalion 

· coapaft¥ e, 2}d ~or~d Engineer Eattul1on 
Comp n7 c, T03d t nk D•etro.rer :aa;~alion 
Co.mpan1 o, 45th Araorri t.ie4ical Battalion 

J _, 

Except wher• oih~wi•e 1n41oate4 1n 1he narr tive following, 
Combat Comman4 "!• waa divided into !ask Forces, 4ur1ng t~• ~on~h, 
aa follows• 

tASK FORC BOGAl 

)d Bn, ''d Armd Be 1 
'4 nn. 414•h lnf Regt (1 - ll A~r) 
'4 In, 47th lnf leat · (12-25 Air} 
'4 lt Co c, 234 Ar=d Eng~ »n · 

·~ Bn. '2d A~md. •&t 

54 l i oo c·. ·70Sd !ll lb1 

'4 an. 36th AR~d ln! Regt 
· •' l'lt Co o, 23<1 Armd &ngr Bn 
24 ll• Co c, 70}4 1D ~n 

OCt B 'r COr~·~.ND l)l 7~Cf CON'tRCL 

.leg1aental Hq- A HQ - Oo!tp&.U1t 36th , rmd lll.f lie&' 
. · erv1oe Ooll1pa!2ft ' Q. t A.rm4 ltl! llegi · 

Comp&ftl c, 2)d rmd xasr·Jn (leaa 2 plt8) 
Com;any Ct 70'd _Tank ~atroye~ ~n (laua 2 ~lis) 
Oc pan.r c, · 4'tb An4 l1e41ct.l Ba't,Alion -
54~ ~~ field· Ar~illor1 Battalion 

At be beg1rin1ng ~:.t th~ }Jeriod ..,om.bat Coz:mv.nd u !l" was eng8.&1ll& 
the enemr, oont1na1ng t~• b~ttl~ a• r•latod iu tho bfittle narrative 
at the 9nd o.t ~aroh. Taalt loroe "Rich rds~n~ wsa in t.het v1o1n1t¥ 
of ordborchon, and !&~Jk Foroe "liogs.n." waa in 'the 'f1c1n1'\y of 
~ewer. 

l April 1945t faak .Foree Richal"d»on oont1n\led hia oper.- ticn 
begun tlle de/ previous to &e1~e the h1gb grcund nort west of ~ord
boronen (0355) to 1i· ;. rove hie rOttitlon a.nd cover tb.'f t tt ~ck ei 
11iek Force So.teo. A't C355 hours t ni·s obJective wa s :'\t !.t C!l d. ~iter 
overco~ing reais~ance tro~ entrenc• d 1niantry and eo~• anti-tank 
tire • . They aacu.red. thoir p_os1~1olld aM star~uJ patrol oontao~ 
.,ith •ask F~rco Eolea at 69}448. 

raak Force Hogan ~ttccked s ou~hweot !rom ~e ·ert seizing ~alz
kottea. J.'h .o Tnsk 'oro• en ~red ~ tll zko!ten at f llG ng 1nat oom
p ~.r - t1vsly l1~t r~ ~t 1ot ... Doe. By C44' · hours the town aa ole3red 
and ecured, _and tan~a pua.ed c ito tn• high groucd nor~h ot ~e 
tol\'n. J. uak Foroe Lioga.n left ~ G$t.a.ll hlocllns 1i>.r e on ~he ·u.in 
ro.t'.<i a-t. thea .nortlHil:U'rt tldge o! ~e~or end a. ootht.~~r umnll in.t ar:. try . 
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!ore• at 658446 in positicn to tire en the ~alskotten-Paderborn 
road. ~al~kotten •ae eeoured during the 4ay arA ~atrol contact_ 

· · .maintained wi ·~h Task loroe llolee- a' 671442. _ · 
-. 

Tho . com~at ooamRnd OP .moved to Uordborcuon (68~417) at C9CO 
hours. 

_, .. , J 

·The let Battalion, )6th Armored Infantr1 Regiment, attached ~ 
to Combat ~ommand ~A• as part o! T&aK Force Bol•a, aitacks4 through J 
Tau force Richardeon at llordbcrohen. a ·t 0626 hours and dvan«!ed ·1 
nor'h to l&d•roorn. Dug-in enei 1 1~a, anti-tank tlzt aA4 am 11 

' arm~ _ t1re ware tnc~n,er 4, but ~bet p~oceeded aorosa the r~1lroa4 
an4 helpo4 ol•ar an4 eeoure 'heir eector. ·j 

TAe 2d 'Batialion, 36th Armored ~~tentrr Regiment, a~~ached 
to oabat Command "B~ a a part w! Task Foro• elborn, a~t oked 

· Pa.derborn 1c th• Aorthe et part of the town ed htlped clea,r thia 
sector. 

-

,2 A;eril t~Sr _ faak .force Biohard on moved into Alten a1 loOO 
hours ani oont ued 'o ••o~re tAe •own of Kirkborchon end 4l1en 

. end a1nta1n fat~ol oontaot with Task force Eolea on the north, 
8'4 Ar~ore4 J eld 11ll•r1 .Bettalion on the eat, an4 beth toroea 
ol !ask Ioree Hogan~ ~oae lri~ onere of War were oroU&ht 1A. 

!ask force Bosu con1inu.ecS. to eecure salzkotten and ewer and 
maintained c~ntact by p~trola •11h T~ak Ioree Boleo ~o the ea~ ~ 
and . faa~ Force Richardson. DUring the nign~ l ~ 2 April, ·the _ 
route o! the Taak Ioree »ol&8 patrol •~• cut by an eneay infiltra
tion on the ro&d, ioin1t1 6 C450, and a' C7'0 houra a tore• trom 
Task Poroe Hogan mav•d ou~ to swe p th1• area and the woo4a, T1-
o1n1ty 65645,. The enem1 !o~oea had withdrawn, · and no conlact w • 
mede. Beginnin~ ., 2~00 hours, ele0enta of Task ~ore• Hogan in 
~alzkotten were being contacted by peircla !ro~ the 24 Battalion, 
l6tb lnfe.ntry, in O•.uohe. 

The let Ba'talion, ' 6th !raored lntantr1 Regi ent, re~airied 
attached to Oomon~ Co~and ~A" aa par~ of ! ask £orce !olea, and 
continued to secure th• weBtorn p&r1 of i aderborn and maintain 
patrol contoct with Co~bat C o~and "B" and Combet Comm~nd ~ a". 

The 2d. .unttalion, .,6th J.rmored lntun\ry Reg11t•nt, ae part o1 
Task Foro& Welborn cf Combat ComQand ~ B•, cont1nued ~o secure 'he 

· northeast part of Paderborn and conducted seeurity patrols. 

' Apr1l 1945s Comest Co~.snd Qa• oont1nued to dafen4, patrol, 
and ~ain;ain road blocks t~roughout the period. Ta~k Foree Hogan 
eent a pa 'trol ncrt.b. !1-o:t. :_: al~kot t n wnicn made contact w1 th ele
~ents uf tho 8th Armore~ Division at 5974)2 at 1555 houre. Anoth~r 
patrol .,as sent to Ups,?ringc during the da;y, witboul oppo•i"ticn~ 
l'aok. l oroe R1chard~Jon oon-;inued to patrol and d\!1end throui h t;tl't -;ho 
day and night. Some Jrieoner:s o! ; ar _wero brought in. 
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fhe 1st Battt-llion, 36th Armored Infantry lieg1ment, remalned =-----

at taoned to C'Omba t Com.:na.nd tf A" as a part .ot Taek J'orce Boles, *nd . :-.,~ ;,., 
aent patrols to .Oelbruck to conta.ot the &th ~rmored Division. ~· ~ \ 
I'atrols wertl- lllaintained ~hroughout the period. · 1(~,, .-;:·· 

~~1"/i ·\ :; 

The 2d :Battalion, '6th Arttored. Intantry 11eg1ment, remained 
attachtd to Combat Co.~r:ma.nd 't.B" ae part of Task !'orca ~alborn, and 
continued to patrol and defend itu aector. · 

. t April li45a 1'arJk _Force 'Hogan con:tinued ita j'a.trole al1d the 
secu.r ty of its position th.t>ougb.out the daJ and night. 

.... ... _ ,. 

At about 07CO hours TaBk Fore• Riohardacn sent a bat\le group 
of one tank co.w.paJll an4 one illfantry company to relieve ele.wente of 
'l'aek Jol"ce LoveladJ with the mission of aecu.r1ng Liehtenau. At 1210 
hours the town was oleared and aeoured. rhe battle &l'OUp remained 
in the town, aecurins 1-t. Another force wae sent to e•••P the 
Bodcleken Forest, vio1n1tt leuboddeken. Other •le~nenta remained in 
place and eecured and patrolled \heir eeetor througho\1t the period. 

!he lat Battalion, 36th Armored ln1antry Regiment, remained 
at~ached to Combat Command ~Aft as par~ o1 Task Ferae B9les aDd 
remained in poe1t1o.n securing it$ aea1&ned eector ·in 4aderborn and 
doing aaint•oar.lce on· ven1olts and ·weapons. ·, 

!he 2d Battalion, '6th Armored lnffltltr,y Regiaen.t, remained 
attach•d to ~ombat uo~mand - ~B"·ae part of task ~ore• lelborn, wh1oh 
moved at 2000 houre to Ht-rbram (8142) and. . seoured it against ver1 
light resistance. · 

5 April 19~2t At CS15 hours the Commanding Of.ficar went to 
Division to get .tlle plano! atta~k and at C9CC hours had a meeting 
o! the taek Force Commanders. The Division plan placed Combat Co~ 
mands "A" and •B" 1n the aoaault, with Combat Command ua" in Divi
sion reserve. · tfhe Division waa to jump oi! at 1200 hours. Combat 
Command 11 A" was in two colwtns on the l_o!i and Combat Co~msnd ·f'IB" in 
two eclUllllB on the right of tile Div1s1cn zoae. Ccmbat Commarut nxn 
was to t ·ollow} taek l'orce Hogan on Rout• 2 and l'F Richard s on on lioute 
3. Combat Command *'ll,. CP was to follow Task Foree Hogan on Route 2. 
That portion of Task force lUchardscn wh:i.oh wae in Liohtenau waa to 
move directly :from tn.are and join the colilll.n on Route 31 anu the 
!orce a ·t $'i lf-en wae. to move to ;ne southeast, leaving the eaet road 
to Task Forae r:ogan. faek Force Uogan was ·to move via Alfen and 
Nordborohan and atay off the KirchborolHUl road. The Combat Com~and 
was :put en a one hour alerts.\ 1:500 houre . and elarted moving a~ 
1915 hours on the routes aaa_igned • . At the close of the period, 1'ask 
F)orce .Riona.rdson wae conti~uing to aove to an assemblt poei tion 
vicinity o1 .Dringenburg and · Task Fo.ree Hogan to en. aaoem'bly area in 
vicinity o! :io.bmeailten. Combat Command "R'• _ CE moved. into an Hssemblt 
position just south of Bad Driburg at t he cloao of the period. 
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The lst Battalion, 36th Arwored Infantry Regi~ent, remained 
attached to Coml;)at Com.mand "A" as part of Task -Force Bolea,. which 
et!aoked east ir0m vicinity o! Iaderborn at 1220 liours en route to 
specified intermediate objectiv~s and final ~bjectivo on the River 
Weser. 

The 2d Battalion, '6th Armored Infantry Regiment, remained . 
attached to ::;o.r.lbat CoJLmand "B .. as part of Task Force ~Velborn, which 
attacked east from the vicinity of Dall at 1200 hours to secure 
certain intermediate objectives, after which orders were issued for 

-- the Task Porce to continue on to objectives on the IUver Weser. 

6 April 1945l Task Force Richardson moved over Route ' into an 
assembly area in vicinity of Duringenburg at C4CO hours and. awaited 
developments. Cne platoon of the 'd :Battalion; 36th Armored Jn!antry 
Regiment, went to Bad Driburg to guard the hospita l there. Task 
Foro• Hogan coiled in assembly area at 0200 hours in vicinity of 
Scn~echteo and spent the day there, refueling and doing necessary 
maintenance. The Combat Command C? moved to the new CP location in 
vicinity of S~~meohton at about 1000 bouro. the Division Co~ander 
visited the Oo~bat Com~and CP at l5CO hours. It was not exp0cted 
that Co_mbat Command "R" woul-d. move -before Saturday or Sunday. 7 or _ 
8 April 1945; depending on devalo; menta 1n 1ront of Co~but Commands 
•An and "B". 

The lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, remained 
att .:t ched _to Combat Couanand ''A" as pl.irt of :raak i;oorce Boles, which 

-was advancing east on Route 1. A road block was encountered just 
weat of Ottbergen and the in.fant.ry moved forward to est-a.bli-eh a 
bypass. At Amelunx:en the enem.y de:strojed the br.l.dge 6nd the infantry 
again pU!lhed acroT&s and into the tov. n agetinat strong resiatance. 
AlonG must of the route small s rma, panzerfaust and soz:.;e ~rtil1ery 
!ire wore encountered. ~ t the end o! :he period part of the -1st 
Battalion, 36th ; ... ri.I'iored In:fantry Regiment, and so1.ce tanks ware en
-gaged with enem,y in! an try a 'bout 1200 ynrd s north of Drir..k.e, while 
another battle group of tan.:{ e and infantry were advancir.g slowly 
against stubborn resistance toward Wehaden. 

Tha 2d Battalion, 36th ;, rmor-ad Intan:ry aegilt.ent, with Combat 
Command 4 B", 68 p~rt oi Ta ek Force ~e1born, advanced Lo the eact on 
.. ou te 3. Heav:r panzerfa.us t :fire was enc ountered netir .Iainhol tz. 
~ mall arms fire wa.o met at Borgholtz but the attack conti r~ued. '!.'he 
2d Jattalion, 36th ArrLored In:t ~, ntry Regiment, oleured the __ iohhagen 
woods southwest of Baarbruck an.d tho t<.~sk force conoolidated and 
moved on to Haarbruck, where it wus ordered to secure the town for 
the night. 

~ervice Co~pany, 36th .~mored Infantry 3egiffient, moved into 
Siebenetern at _ 2l ~ C hours. 
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1 APril l945t A Poliab Prisoner of War re~orted that a ·torce 
o!. Gtrmtllla was in Altenhe.eraa• and at 1030 houra orders were issued. 
to eend a force from! sk Force Richardson into the t~wn. At-~5}0 
hour• the- ~ orce returned and .· reported tha~ no enemy troops· were _ 
tourut 1n tne ·town. "lor 'the remainder of the jler1o<1 !ask F.oro.e -· 
Riehardeon acd Task Force Hogan remained 1n their biTOUSO arGas. 

· . At 1600 hours the CoiUnllnding Otf1oer went to Division C? to 
receive orders tor movement the 1ollowing day. ~t l9CO hou~e group 
oommandera mei at the CP tor the order. The plan1 briefly, wae to 
moTe out ~un4ar, a April at about 0910 aouth via Dringenburg, Folson, 
1llegaeetn, ~ehAe, Hofguaman1 aoroa• the eeer River, nemeln, to 

AJ1 aee•mbly area vicini t.r Varloaen. The. :following morning at tirat 
light Oo•bat Command ~a" waa to attaok nd ta~e and aeoure Uslor. 
for 'the Oi1eration, 1n a441t10"n to greaent co:nponenta ot. the Co:tbat 
Coaunand, the tollowi.og un1ta were to be a1tt&ohod: 83d ~ored lield 
Ar~1llery Battalion, Compan3 D, 8}d Armored Reoonnaissanee Battalion. 

' 
the 24 Battalion, '6th Ar~ored ln!antry Reg1mont, ~art o1 Task 

roroe lelbc.rn, -a1tacked at 06,c, and ·after overcoming a rond block, 
entered Beratele about 1100. no~• direot tire f%o~ both aides of 
the river, artillerJ, small arJaa and panmer1'a\let :fire cere onceu.nt
ered. · At 1115 part of the .taak loroe was sun~ ~o aeoure Carlshaven. 
Rore, aleo, art1ller_y, panzerf-au.st, -and emall arma tire wer• met. · 
A!ter considerable t1ght1ni, ~oth town• wer aeoured abou~ 1800. 

/ 

The lst Batt lion, '~th Armored Infantry Regiment, attached to 
Coe1bat ColiUOand •A", aa part of task · l'orot "Bole ··, w;"tle Group "0rr14

, 

cont.inued ·the attack to secure ehrden and ecter•d the town againat 
el1ght -res1etanoe. . l'he bridt!e had boen blown earlier by th• enemy. 
Wehrden was aeourod by 1445. Numerous barricades had been erected 
in the town. 

81 April 1945z At 1100, the 83d ~rmored Field Artillery Bat
talion and Oo~pany D, 8}d Armored Reoonnaieaanee Battalion, were 
attached to Combat Command *'11", an.d along with the 54th Arwored Field 
Artlllerr Battalion, jo1ne4·"th.e oolu.mn at Eue.anc. Combat Command · 
eR", Taek Force Ric ~rdaon leading, started movin& at 1100, over the 
route detailed aQove. Task Force Richardson cloeed in an asae•blJ 
c.rea. vicinity Guntern at about 28 c. Combat Command fl R" CP closed 
at lmbsen about 2240. .~ t the ond o! the period, 7aak Force ft oge.n 
~aa et111 moving 1n. 

The plsn outlined the day ~revioua to capture Uslar w~a can
celled by the Division Commander at about l0CO, beonuso oi the. fact 
that troops of another unit were closing 1n_an Uolar. A new ob
jective w~s assigned. .At 2200 Field Order :a·o. 6 was 1esue.d by the 
Commanding 0!!1cer, Co~bcl't Commanc:l "li", pt.!.ragraph 3 o! which eaid 
in parts 

(a) TF "'R", on the right (~ast) routo, will capture 
Barterode prior to daylight 9 April 45; at 0600 thej will continue 

- .6-
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_ _ th• at1aok Yi& the esat route, out thg road U& o! Bardegeen, and 
. _ proteot .--the enat .flank o:f_ the Co:l!bat CoW~~tUld. .ie prtpared to con

tinue the a t_taok to llorthei.m, vie rou~e 2, on o.rder~~ 

.. 

(b) !i "H''• on the lo!t (wsat) route, will ca~turfi 'the 
croaaroads in the r~v1ne, l200 yards east of Eberhan ~rior to da1-
11g.ht 9 .April 45 J continu.G the attack at 0600, v1a weat_ route ancl 
capture Rardegeen, and prote9t the west flank o! the cc. Be pre
pared. to oontina.~ the attack to Jorthoi:l via rout11 l, on ordor. 

(o) Co. "Dw, 83rd Armd Rcn Bn. , will make reoonnaisaanoe 
to lin.e CR a~40S271- Mill 394 (402,0S-,7J302)J Aasemble vicinity 
Imbaen by 4&711ght 9 April in CO Aeaerve . U:pon capture of H rd•g
ae.n, 1IUi•d1at•l.Y initiate reconna1seance to North~i!n (the D1v1aion 
objective) yia .routea 1 and 2. · 

(4) 54th l A Dn will be in direot aupport of_ TF "R", 8'rd 
.-P A Bn direct auppor~ of TF "H". 

(e) Oo. •c•, 2'rd Armd Eng Bn (-) · and Co. "0"~)703rd TD 
Bn., initially in reae~•· 

- I 

(f) CP in1t1al17 Imbsen, will diaplace along west route • 

Taak Porce Riohar4.on attacked at 2400. At 2135 Compan7 ~. 
S'd Reconnaissance Battalicn, reported they wert 1n Eberh'an, and 
also the ooatrol point 22 (rnvine and-C!l 1200 1ard-s east), -and both 
were . ole~r ot the enemy. -

' -

!he 1st Battalion, '6th Armored In!antr7 aegiment, att&ohed to 
Combat Command 'AJ." ae part o! Tsak Force Boles, remained in ite lo
o~tion throughout the period Jlu:tints.ining rolld blocks and . conducting 
ma1ntenunce. 

?he 2d Battalion, '6th Ar~ortd Infantry Begiment , attached to 
Combat Co~and "B• as part of Taak Ioree Welborn, sent diamoun~ed 
patrols from Oarlahoven at l;'o hours eust along the riv~r road to 
Wahmbook. Thia pa~rol met no Ovposition and h~d oo~pleted its 
~1ssicn ot opening the road by 2045 hours. At the close of the 
period the whole of Combat Comc~nd "B" was being relieved in present 
pos1~1on by element~ o! tne lat Infan~rJ Division to partioi;ate in 
a new oJI!eru~ion on the River esor. _ 

f. "ril 1 t A~ 0250 hours 1'aek Foroo Richardson re~orted on 
the o ttctlve they were to take prior to dayligllt (&rtarode). No 
resietance was met and the t~nks moved in. At 06CO hours toe attack 
Jumped o!f. thol hi\ a roa4 block ju~t beyond Barterode at 0635 . 
~his took aome t me to clear. At C800 hours Task Foroe Rioh~rdson 
took ~seheck and proceeded to E~erhsn. At 1050 ho~rs they had 
reached Harst - and sighted two enem1 tanke eco yards uorthe~st of 
Harst ·_.; . f, t 10}0 hours ~ 83d .deccnnliissance Eattalion reported 

. , C'?Jl 
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~nti-tank tire snd otller en~u'1 (!ctiv1 ty trom we~tt o!. Bevenaen. 
Task ?oroe R1oharduotl ran ·into soae sa troopa wi'h panzar!auats s.~ 

. l!aret. l.ait.t: they spotted -5 aore tallka; . ono of w.hicb. they ltnocted 
out. In all, 9- tiger ie.nks W$re reported in the woo{ls j\l.st aouth
w·Gat of Par&ruH~n, and these held ~aak Force lUob.tU"daon up until . 
1600 hours or thereabouts. fhe 6'd Reoo~Uld.asance Battalion et~~.rlier 
reported 'that Lu.tte:rhatuu1n wae ol.tar of an1 enea1. 

task Foree !egan wa$ at .Hettensan at v7'0 hours a!ter having 
olaared .Eber.ben, a-c 0635. By 09'0 hours the7 were on 'he obJective 
(Hardege~u.t). A~ llettenaen 22 .Prieon~r• were ia.ken. . · 

· Combat Coamand OP ucvet! in~~ Har4~gsen at 1100 h~.rs. ~\t 1440 
hours i'he Col'!ill'l6nd1ns General, 'd Armored. Division, v1s1fliltd the CP. 
A ~·· 4bjeotive was •esigned %aek roroe Hogan. Task toroe Ho~an 
•eo• to .J&cve over ~oute 1 1utd1a\el1t and take an4 secure Norihe1~. · 

C J)Enougb. foroe ,would b• lef' bt-l!arde"aen 'o aeoure ii. itt 1430 hours · 
0 ~ B'd Reoonnaiaaanoe )a,talion wae up . to the Le1ne River •est o! 

lortheim. The1 reported tn• ~r1dg• /1n~~ct but 11 bad been mined tor 
4emolition. At 1525 hours ~ 83d aeocnna1aaanct Dattalion report•d 
an ene:a;; colu.ml'l ·of Yeh1clea bumper to bumper, going into lic~theim 

-trom tne nor'thwea~. Air ••• aeud for. At 1615 bourts Taak ioroe 
Hogan wao et »lankenhcrren an4 had ••t no reeietenoe.. fi·hen tbll1 
re•cne4 1ho Leine .Hi ver the br~4ge ha4 l:Hten. blown. A aew plan •r1s 

. put into operation. ~aelt Poroe Richarison wa• pulled out oi Harut , 
-lea:ying tha~ aeetor 'to Combat Comaand "B" 1 which had COiaO up along , 
-both flanks. - ~ask force !U.ohardson 11n1a re..;..rcu1ud over Rout·~ a l and 
2 ag~in, in cr4or to by-ptuse t he enea7 tanlts. The bead of the col-· 
'U!tJl reaoLus<J ff &.rdegesen at 17:50 houra and proceeded on. _ Colrtbat Com-
=nnd C.P followed !sak l"orce Richardson on Rou'tee 1 and 2 l;llen 'hlsk 
Force Hogen tou~d ~he brida~ deetroyed acrota the Laine. t~ 83d 
Reconnaiaeance Baraallcn went eouth to look for tUlOthflr passage. j 

bridge was found intact between liillerde -Clld ;Jttdneim. fe.ak loroe 
Hogan oont ·hi~ 1n1antry acroar.l 'the atrea1li:L 41:am.ounted, ' t ook hie armor 
down via the newly diecoT-erild bridge, croeeed 'the river, turn~d 
north again an4 •ntered the town of NorUlei~ from the ooutnweat. By 
midnight W.• \anka .a.nd. 1nfa.ntr1 ha~ Joined e.tid hal:! the town wa~ 
secure. 

raek Porco .aicbardson erosa$d t ae river via-· tll G l!Hli%Hl bridge , 
captured ~3Udheim afto.r a .fierO$ !1ght and proceeded oas1i. '?h ey were 
held up by a ro(l.d block s.t 5856'.59, bu.t ol~ared 1 t a nd at the end o! 
the period wer• 6CO ,yorda west o1 SUterde. A; tile end o:t the period 
the Combat Com~&&nd C.P waa still moving toward a new Cl, locatlon in 
Sud.heim. 

The · lst llattslion, }6th Armor~d ln:!&ntry 3eg1:1lent, att:1ched to 
Combat Gcu~uad 8 A", ae part c;! TaeSr i or r::.e J oloe, oro \t.e ed the ;-, eaer 
H.i ver at .Bever~.tng1lln lH1tg1nn1ng at 154C .b. our a an4 px-ooeoded to aecu:re 
Vernawahlshouaen. 

!he 2d l3a t tali on, l G th .r\_r~ored Infantry 3eg1ment, as $iart oi 
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Task Force Welborn, move~ on Route }. ~hey enoo~ntered dug-1a in
fantry and tan~a n6~r Hars~. 1~~ the aid of air, oall~d tor by 
Task Jorco R.1ohard$on, and a ..aneuver by Task lor~e l.ovetla~y, they 
wer-e able t.o advrtnce to the etream croaain& a~ 518)88. ner• the 
bridge waa cov·ered by a etroilgly de.fen4ed road block at euoh end. 
At the close ot the period they were still engaged with the eili!Q)' 
~here. · 
' 

~ 10 April 1945: On account o! iheir torcoe being aoattered, 
having been . engaged mos~ ot ~he pr•vioua night, the attack did not 

-- Ju.m.p ott at 0600. faak force Hogan etarted moving at 0800 a:fter 
clearing 4ebr1s and rubble froa the route and at 0625 ran into u 
road block Juat outside ot 1he c1t,y. Just nor'th C)! Dilehaueen, tne1 
encountered a tire f~ght, and ahci u; t•o ba1ld1nge. At 1240 they 
spotted three enea, tanka 1n ~he wooda. HB o! G1eboldehaueen and were 
told that ~ enew1 tanka lef~ \he city about llCO hours. Air waa re
queated, ~bien oame and knocked out ) 'an a and re~orted aeeing 10 
more~ ore air support waa requested • . At 1'40 hours a rw etated 
that 1' ar~iller1 pieces were located in the woods along tho road 
between Oaterzunde an4 Beraburc. one enemy ~ark IV tank an4 2 large 
planes wer-e Aeetro1ed at 147121. A' 14251' !aalt Ioree Hogan put 1n-
1antry in tbe woods BB ot Giebolde~auaec and atarted trying 1o work 
up 1the -heavi•r equipment. B1 15)0 lesd1r~ elemen,a ·were in the for~ 

· W8rd edge of ihe woode cortheaa' of Gieboldehauoen ~d had encounter- 
ed about ~0 in!antry, 3 half-traoka and aome tanks, Fush1nc ahead, 
they 1ound one Tig•r Tank aband · ned at Poehl~o. two tanka w re 

_destroyed and some .IT1eonare o! ~·ar were taken, ~rut at 1855 1aak 
- force Hogan ae 1600 Jnrde south 'ot .:c..b.a.rzfeld, where 'tl~•Y ran into 

- 'felled trees, crat.ers. nd dobri•· At S11kerode alld :Bockelnhagen 
eneJ!ly '1n1e.ntry were r:;•t and cleared out. .Both towns were occupied 
e.nd aeoured for the night, by 21;5. The 6:5<1 ?1eld Artill~r;y ~ttalion 
was dctac ' i.td 1rot.t Combat Uouaiielld "R" and at;taobed to Coz:lbat Colt.JP.and 
"A•. 

faak oree RichQrdson -etarted moving at 0715 bo~a and moved 
along well u~t1l they roached a road bloc~ on the wostern edge of 
Gieboldehausen. At l24V they were atill hold up by the road block 
and oo~e enemy tanka north ot the town. Finally, ah&king loose, they. 
were ntopped aa1n at Ru~erehavon b¥ Sx guns. £nocking out the re
sistance, they moved forward ·until 1815 when a bridge was blown in 
1ront of thela on the r oute between uders..O.l.lvan and !l ilkE~rode . :bey 

. reoon.no1 tered :!or another route to by-paa .-· 'tho bridge vm116 the en-
. gin •rs started ·to build a bridge. Going croaa country to Bilkerode 
they hit the route sgt~in s.nd at 2}51 hourn had occupied nd. s ecured. 
Z~inge fer tho n~ght. 

Combat Couur.and i,; L.' moved behind l'aait ~oroo : icbard, .. on moat of -
the way ~d at 2~.CO houro closed ·into bivouac 1:1t ~rooh'thaueen . 

~ t 2250 hou~e the Co~anding O!!loar i s sued the order for the 
at-tack !or t he next dcs,Y. .Br1e.fly, tne CoQbat Co.tm.llsnd was to con-
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tillue the attac.k s.\ 0600 hours, eeize .w.d secure the network c! 
rQad& in the vicioit1 ~f !ettenborn end ~euno! (Tnak .Yoroe Rich~rd
son), &ncl ~artclfelde a.tid . ·· starha{\e.n ( !aek FortH'l liogan.) . The 54th 
Armored l'ield Artitl·er.r .Battalion was o to be in .general su.ppQttt and 
bt pPepared to displace forward to Limlingerode. · Company D, G}d 
Armored lieconna1asiU'lce JJ&.tta.lion, was ·to revert to :Battalion control 
Upon the OOCUY,.at1on O! the O'bjeot1Yes by . tho Combat ColW'Ul.nd. s\t 
2220 houra tb.e engine•rs reported the bridge 1n Brochth4Usen. would 
be ready tor traffic in ~5 minutes. · Oeveral vehicles of ~he Co~bat · 
Command bogged down and got &tuck on the oroee country by-pass. 
~oat o! ·them •ere pullod out but aoae ttw coiled for tih• night <there, 
and planned to. move at, 11rat l_~ght. , -

. The la\ Battalion, )6th Armored Infantry Regi~ent, attached to 
Combat Oomsand "a" aa part of fssk Force 3ol~e, followed tne advance 
on Rov.te l, pro~ecling the north .flank. .At 1900 hours the Task 
Fcroe wa~ ordered to eeize and seoure Ostercde end Herzberg . Ai the 
clooa o! tho period the1 were moving forward on their mi~ai~n. 

The 2d ·& .ttalion, 36th Armored In!antr1 egiment, part of !auk 
force Welborn, cen~i.o.t~ed clearing the roa4 blooka on both aides ot 
'the - bridge at Sl8388. At - 07'0 hours the advance waa resumed. !lley 
were 4elayed tor a ahort ti~• b1 ~ blown brid~~ at 693326, but soon 
reaumed the maroh and a'\ .12:5'0 hours enter•d Duderatadi, which had 

_been cleared on 9 April ~1 eluen'e of the 2d Infantry .Div1e1on.. At 
1500 hours the; ono~untered •~•my infantry and an ·zp gun in Vie1n1t7 
890276. l'llis resistance wa~ quickly overeo.:na and _t 'l.e i!dV<lno• o_on:.. 
tinued. to Bpschenrode where s-tubborn resiatMca. by ,eneJZi infantr1 
and panzer!aust men halted ths column. - Larg~ Aumb~re of enivera 
halt.ed &n4 delayed the clearing ot th• town, bu~ b;y 1845 all resis
tance •as OTeroome and numerous 1~1sonore o! War taken. At the olo•e 
oi the feriod tiles wt~re at Kl. i orthor · { ::)b52!JO) • _prepared to aon·~inu$ 

· the .advance ~o the eaat. 

ll April 1945: At 06 ~ 0 hours Task Foroe Hogan jumpQd o!! in the , 
attack on doute 6CO yards from Bookelnhagen. !u~y me't smell arms 
!ire, which they shortly wiped out. About 800 yarda further in the 
woods thay wore delayed sge.in by small arms ~nd machine gun fire. 
Cloa:r:ing this, th~y proo$eded about 8CO yar£1s and met ~11 arms and 
direct fire .trom eithar an .. ::: gun or tank. :..1r wau oall13d ior and 
at 0915 hours ele~enta ot the task !aroe entered Burtotelde. By a 
little at ter l2 ·:JO ho\lra the town was securod. !Jy 1300 houro Cater
hagen was also bu.t·toned up. 

- -

Task Force 3ichards~n mov~d at 0600 and met no reaist~noe until 
they reacl1ed Limlingerode, at ~.i930. There- 1he1 ~•t tank and ot:1all 
arliUl !ire. Xl:i.ey called t.or air. By lCOO they were trav•ling again 
and at 1115 hourd were at Tettenborn whore they ~ot no re$1etnnce. 
Ti:e om~at Con:uaand Oi? moved !orward to 1et teroor.n at l'lQ hours . 
j nemy \anks , short o! ~euho!, about l2CC, eto;ped tne advanco ot 
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· Taek ioroe R1ohurdaon. Air wa~ 8ga1n asked for. Kno~k1ag out an 
, enemy SP ~n, and loa1ng l t~nk, they occ~~iad · Neuho~. In tho after~ 

· -nco·n, order& tor tho llttack tor the noxt day were rc.Ht~1Ted. Combat 
C.cmmand .. ii." a-nd CoiZLbat -CoWJ.lUllld ~ .n• were- l¢ attack abreaot, Combat 
Command "'R" on the· l•ft (north) . !laiut. At 15'5 hou.ra Company D, 8'd 
Eeconnaiseance ~ttal1en, reverted to Battalion control. ~or the 
Pex~ 4aJ•e operation Combat Command ~a" was to get another Reoon
n41£eanoe Company. ·r.ne lat Dattal1on, '13th In!nntry, relieved Taak 
ioro• lUchard:eon late in the evening and Taak ForcQ Richardson moved 
toe forward asee•bly area 6t Guederaleben. the ~ Battal1oa, 414th · 
lntantr,y, remained at Csterhagen,- and fa•k Force !icstUl JJoved torward 
to ..a. as.-embly . e.rea a~ lloohatedt. ·The Combat Couand CP moved tor-
ward to a8aembl.Y uea. at (h.uuserode at 2000 boure. i.or 't.b.e attack 'the 
next 4a7t the '4 Battalion, 47th lntantry, waa attached to Task -orce . , 
Hogan and Jo1nod at Gunserode. The 6)d 11eld Artillerf nattalion wae 
attached to ~ombat Command fJB• and placed in direct support ot Taak 
Force. Hogau.. 

The ~at .Sa ttalicn, '6th Armored Irdantry .l.ie&iment, ·»art. of Taak 
Force Bolea o! Combat Command "A"t reaumed ~he ·attack asainet aer&
burg at !.ira~ light againat etro:na o.,.pos1 iion o! tanlut, SP tire and 
&mall arms. tho Taak · Force continued to ;UBh against atr~ng oppo- · 
ai tion throughvut 'the day and a:f'ter entering the -town a etrong · enent7 
road bloo·k had to be removed befon •n• .town fell. B1 2300 hours 
neraburg waa aeoure an4 arrangemtnis were co~~leted tor ~he relief 
of Taak Force Boloa bT ol•menta o! the lC4th Infantry Division at 
:f 1rst light • 12 .April -1945. 

Tbe 2d 3a1~al1on, 36th Armored ln1antr, Regi~snt, remained 
attached to Combat Command PB• as part of Taak Poroe Welborn. they 
reaamed t~e attaok eust et 05'0 houra to seize Nordhau~en. By 0650 
ele~enta were in the northwest edge of town, and bJ 11}5 tne north 
part o! the town was eeoured. ~he Combat Command o1 which 2d Bat
talion was a part waa relieved in Uordhausen bJ the 'd Battalion, 
4l5th !n:fantr..; .Rettiment, at the close o! th.$ period. 

_ 12 ~iril 1945: Task Force Hoaan was dola3e4 in Jumiing ott in : 
the atlac due to the tact that the 3d Battalion, 47th Infantry Regi
ment rGported to them the night before a!ter dark, and tbo breakdown 
of ~an to t 1n k a wuL not oo~~leted in time. Bowover, Task Force 
Hogan croosea the LD at 0744 hours. Tae~ roroe Richardson Jumped o!! 
at 0700 hours. £aet o1 Nordhauaen ~ ~ Troo~s ~ith pan£erta~sts were 

· enc ~untered. Sy 1010 houre the enem1 had been reduoed and raak Porce 
Hichard ~ cn was moving again. l rogresa wea uninterru~ted until 1212 -
when bad roade elo•ed tbem down. Ai 1530 hours the1 were held up ~1 
onemy between ~eetelrode and Gonna. two tanks, or At _guno. were re
portod and air was requested. One ot the guns wao d~atroyed and the 
other oa~tured 1ntao~. A 2W reported a large oo~oentrst1on of tanks 
e t ;,1 ppre.. By 1725 hours Taek Force Riahs.rdscn wau in t11e Gonna -
Oberador! area. l'ha towns wore occupied und 2acurud. · 
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_fa_&k: force ll og&n oro..s aad the 1D a~ 0744 houra and by 1318 hours 
ws.~ to Lei_nung(:n. A-t 1530 the1 wore held- UIJ by a .road bletok .a1 the 
western edgo o~ Slsaken!:ulim. _ Air a~raied tho .road block and 'oy l6CO 

- hours ~he,y· we-re 1-n the lowtt where they bivouacked for thtt -.nipt. 
The Beconnaiaaa.nca drew :fire when they attem~~ed to go betond th• 
ci ~Y. By 16}5 AQlU.·o ~h• woods in the viaini i.Y ot Snaeloh and Dlant
enhe1m had beon cleared and the Combei Command CP moved 1n•o town 

.tor the nighi. · 

l 
l 
j 

j 
I· 

I 

l 
Company A, &)d Beoo~4~1eeance Battalion, att~chGd for 1he opera- ·J 

tion, ·•uttered ho~v; oaau~lties. . ' hali-traoka, 2 arao~e4 oar•, end 
·2 1/4 tens were lost~ . ,5 mon ••r• re!)orted ~isaing, 1noludifld 1he 
,Platoon l~itder,- but moat o1 these sbo•e~ up l a ter. The Oompall)' r41-
portud ba ok to Bat~al1on · oon~rol at 1900 houro. Task Poroe laab&rd
son ov~d u; ~o 1he wooda and oros• road vicinit1 529}25 at 2000 
hourt. · ;D1u&ount .cd. paraonael with pa.neGrf usta were enoounte.r.a4, but 
th•1 were bea-ton ott, B.lld 1'aak Foro• ·Richar4aon a~nrted patrolc in 
1 ts area. At 2~10 houzos, th., Comw~:u1.dinc t~ tf.to•.t, Qottba1 Oomtand tta•, 
sea• trut 1ollow1q .m&esage lQ tae~ oroe 81otml"daonJ •.a. !}repare4 
to attcG~ ·witb I nfantry a~ 0400, .1, April 1945 to secure town -of 
Annarod • 545,45, and ~ontinue attack wi~h 1anke at 0700. fhia will 
~ con.tira:ed &it •~on a a c1u!in1 te. ~ Dur11lg the evening,- order. cue· 
!rom The Commanding Octnercl, )4 Anaored ._ ll1Y1eion, tor reaw.:intl the 
a~t~ok the to l lowing duJ to a~vance an4 aoo~r• bridgehead• oYer the 

-a!ver Elb•. · 

T~ l$t Datt~l~on, '6th Armor~4 Infantry R•g1~~nt, part ot Com
bat Comman-d t1J. ~t; in 'rae~: .force l'olea, a1ter b.ti~ reli•Ted !rom pre
T1oua poe.i 'ions, .followed Combat Oo~an4 "!i• on out e. 1 and occupied 
and aeoure-d th• Combat l! o.wn&D..d ob~ uo~ive by2050 hours. · -

'!he 24 battalion, ' t th Arsr.cred ln!antr;r aeg114ont, par\ ot :task 
f orce ~ elborn, attacked "' ~7~.c houra and a~van.ced -rapidly en ti oute 
' wi,b.ou1 enco\ultuing reai ll ialloa, UAtil reaching coord1natee 520250 
where panzer!aaet f1ru wG• eneountered. A~ti-tank fire fro~ 540255 
wae overcome, ao4 the taak Ioree ae1ze4 -and aeour•4 fioldenstedt. 

lj A~ril 1~45a !be . Jd ~ettalion, 3~th krmored Infantry Regi
ment, o! .. ask Foree fiichardaon, mov12d a ·, C40C hou.r a. to a cur e~ the 
Lv. ~Y 0610 t h1a h4d been acco~pl1ah•d• At 0645 they re ~or~ed 
ene~y ta.ck:u in ~b.e oode at 548,)5 end 536:546, also om• e~all arr1a 
nd 2 ,\ r g-llnc 5CO J&rths eaet of the . town o!. .Annarod.•. At C7l5 thoy 

were ni the~ and were receiving smal l arms tire, ~an~and A~ fire. 
At l COO they wor• still ~naole \o advance. Air waa req~ea ted and 
promised for 1115 hours. Finally overcoming tba rea1stanee without 
the hel~ c! air SUJi j)Or't, the.r raaoh.od ~1ebelgerode at lll t.. . The 
taek force edvBnca;i ra.;>idl;y. to •.rbated ~ b.Y 1:520 h~ars, :!rom 1rtttore 
2 enemy hoe~ital~ were ref orted. An eno~y col~ waa obeerved try
ing to eaoa ~o. ,uite a bit o1 horsedr~wn . equi pmcn~ waa in the 
column. B·ere alao aro..md l CCO prison~rs ot war were liberated. At 
l6CO bcura, ~oing into J l aleben, tho taa~ t~roa ran into direct 1i~e. 
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Air wae put on .the resiet ~nce, ~nd ~ask Poroe Richardson movod into 
:tP,e town at 17~0 hours. However, it was still reoe1v1ng ..20 mm tlak 
a-nd. to!he .HE. 8low progress w~s made by th• infantry .and ' ths advanoe 
olo.ee.a.to trie<l to work t;anu into the town. - !hey were una.bl$ to get 
to th~ bridge~ A~ l6'0 hours th& bridge wae blown up, praoticalli· 
in "the taco ot tho in.!antr1• fl.tld ·tho t~alt toree wne ordered to orQss 
·uat river over the bridge that wee being const.ruct$d at Bruoke. It, 
therefore, pull~d back to Snnd41roleben tor the n1gnt,. prepared to 
cross when the bridse waa oomNleted. 

' 
ln.fantry ele:r.en-ca of ~aak FoFae lloge.n: t~OYed out at C400 hours 

\o aeouro the LD . and. by 0600 had done ao. tan lorce __ Bogan ~u.mped 
o!f at 0700 and ran into tank and anti-tank 11re ~uet after crosa1ng 
the LD. CVerco!Aina thie, tho1 continued. c.oltlbat command o .~ f ollow
ed Task 1orae Bo4an out and &i 0850 houre a 4ual purposG gan etarted 
8hoot1ng at the tail of ~ho oolumn. ' ~hslf-iracke of the 8'd field 
A.rtiller1 :Sa:t~alion were k:nock\\4 out 1aodia·t 8ly. Later the Tank 
l1eetroy~ra :fJ:Ju.%14 ths e.band.one4 g\ln in "he •ooda • . At thG same tu• 
the ~ead o! Hogan• a oolll&l\ draw ! _fre upon loa.Yi:ll AhladorJ. O~er
coung res!eta.noe . and &OT1l'lg ont "he heed of 1he column reached 
t:!elbra at 1050. t:he Combat Co:cuun4 OP coiled ·1.n. the wooda 1800 
re.rda north ct .Dlankenhe1m. . At 1145 hour a 1'aek: -?~roe llogan ovarrtm 
n prison~r cam~ contain1ni a large number of Briti~h and au~ainns · -
and took. ' 0 Q•r.man pri~onero. By- 1200 houra lead1na ele~ente were 
at Siereleben. · · -Appro&.ch1ng lelben on the Saale ! iver at 14:50; tbe;y 
had tho br1dg fl litere.lly blown up 1n the face ct the leading elements, 
by the -rut:reati.ng Gerl.tlans. !he railroad bridge, at first; appeared -
to be intact but later 1nvaot1gat1on, a!ter it wan cs; tured, . re
vealed a locomotive · nud somG oars dera1lod on it. · 'the ln!antr1 were 
et1ll running .into troubl fl ·at the r1 ver. Howev<~r, a patrol croased 
the river. At the bridge small arms :(ire continued t c1 aom.e in. 
About thie time air Heconna.leaanoe repor ted tile bridge :farthe-r south, 
in Combat Cof.l!Utnd '1.5 ' e,. sector, waa out. .treparationa were r::'Jl.de to 
build 2 bridg ~ a, one &t l ru.oke n.n4 cne in Combat Com.mand 11 .B" s~ctcr 
at 7784)6. Two cotupaniea o! lttUurtry orous(!d. t he Collib ~lt Co.a.mand •t .Bet 
bridge at 7784}6, and e:ttao;t«-d ncrth to olear l!on during th0 night. 
;._ t t he end of the period they were advancing north toward !t,on. ~ho 
Combat Co~m;and Cl" l:.oved into bivoua c at . l:8 ~0 hcura 1n Zu.ckor1 tz. 
The re &t of Task Foree Hogan biv~uacked at Nelben !or the nieht • 
.D u.r1n.g t he day i .I:Hl Comba t Command liber a ted 13 ;:ara trooper.e and 2 
other Ameri catl soldi &r~ lilho had been pri t11 oner s sinee .D-J.Ja~. 

T'tJ.o l1rt Battalion, '6th .t·. r morad ln!tantry Regii:iunt, ettach.ed to 
·combat; C01ru1Ui.nd "Att, a s ;?art o! l'nsk .Force Bole~, - continued to follow 
the adva nce o.f tr.Ue .D1v1 e1on ; rotf1ot1l'lg thfl north !lt,.nk t\6R1nst eon 
enemy threat. -

~he 2d i3attal1on, 36th. Armored Infantry Re01ment; remained with 
Combe.t CoiAmand "ll" as ,?a.r-; ot Task Force Welborn. J\ t 0700 hours 
th.er fiottao lted and advanced ag&ins t. mo!era. te res1etzanae to 609274 
whore direct fire from B8 u:a dual purfose guns h~lt ed t hem. Aft er 
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overoomint tbht,. re•1etanoe thoy continued ttle advance. knocking 
out nuaeroas sa• •·- .Eieleben Wil& d.ealarod open and n·o re~1etane(t 
encountered there. nut adv!lnce continued an.d rclleb~t!l Yta.9 e:'lt.ared . 
ai -1:500 hou..re against -modarat• reacistan~e. -llel"e &. I'W Camp was· 
overrun and 430 3r1 tiah J;~riaonere of war. including ovor 300 , 
otticer~. were liberated. At l5l!i hcurs 1ihOJJ ontQrt·1 iriadenbu..ri 
and cleared 1 ~. - ' 

24 l'attalion, )tith Armor•d ln.taotry Regim_ont, w_·ae ;ut aaroecf 
~he r1•er an4 ~he •n&1no•ra atar~ed building a bridae .at 778436. 

' 11 Ap~il 19~• TJle :Engineera worked over.r.Ught oon•t.ruoting 
the br d~e oTere Saalt Bivar, and ~hen ths one in Co~bat Comr~ 
_-n.s• eotor •as su!fioien"tlJ .f1ni$hed, late the evening before, two 
C)ompanie of lntan.try of task Yore• aoga.n w~re aont aoross on toot. 
Thet attacked norih aM advanced to eecura N.on. Due to the laok o! 
neoeeear1 bridging satorial and boats, the bridge in Coabat Command 
"R• seotor was no~ cotttpleted. until 10''· The plan :for crossing waa 
lor ~a~k _ loroe Rogan and one bat~er7 ot his a~tillery to oroas, 

· tollowed b7 !aek Ioree Richardson and one artiller1 bat~ery. thon 
the :oea' of Bogan~ • artillerr and R1ahaxadaon' e artilltrt in that . · 
-order, - tollowod l>.Y Cot1bat Command CF. . · · 

.. - "'I • - -

!ask foro& !oean oroa~d the River, be&inning at 10,5, and 
moved on to lon.nern, where 1 ~ waa ltOitped oa th11 ea.sterll edge of 
town by nmall arma tiro. A!ter thia reeie~anco was overc~me, the 
t~ toroe moved rapidly until 1 t reaoh9d tllu outski~ts o! ;.;:.otntn. 
!here 1 t mot dug-in Infantry ~aed ~1 th "lt".all arms and pan.zer
tau.aie. there were aoou:t two ~attallona o! Ger~na, one o1 the 
flehrmach·t, end one Volksatur.m, nti.xed togttther. Some bitter f1gb.t-
1r~ ena·u~d, . and b;t .a:oving 1n tror.J. e_everal diroctiou~ the- tank iorc:e 
had about hal! the town oloared b¥ 20,0. Upon ord~rs iro~ t~e 
ComJttanding C!fioer they did noi by-paqs the r~u~istance, but star-tad 

· to cleer tho town, at the some t1mo giving 1aak Force 3.1aha.rdecn 
an o ~portunit7 to catch u~ on the lett rout&. An airfield was caP
tured in the viai.Dity, at which several planes were doutroyed. 
!ho eouth part of town cleared wna secured, and aome elementa con
tinued to ccva toward tl1e main part of town. 

·task Fore a ~tichardson !o!lcwed ~ u~k Fcrce l7ogun acrtHHl !he 
.. ~aale ~U ver, and by 1410 was 1 n l on.riern. .F·raL:.. here 1 t r:toved to 
?haee Line F 1, whara small arms and panzer!aust .f1r• eld 1t u p 
until l61C. At 1640 it was approaching :Freuaelitz. Juet beyond 
I-reuselitz at Biendort, it waa etoppcd by d.ug-in In!~try, re
ported to be ;::zs , ara.od with e!ilall armo_and panzorfauate. Dospite 
herd fignting it waa unable to a~vat1ce ·be7ond tbis point, and at 
2C30, . Colonel Richardocn waa directed by the Co~nding .~ :t!ic~r, 
Coitbat ·~' oa:m.and "'fi"- 1 to button U.P in that vio1n1 ty, a!'ld be reG.dy to 
move out e.t fi:rt1t light. At the enj of t.1e ;cr1od thQ.Y v.ora at
teio king l'r•nz, 2tJ'CC yards forw ard, and planned to spend the ni6ht 
1n B1ei,dor.f and frer.z. 
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·'fbe Combat Comffi&nd <; r oro~eli~ r.he !dvar aoout 1430 and fol
lowed la11lt Fo rce H.og~n On itout.a· Z • . About l6.v0 the Combat Co~:n.and . 
coiled in a t1~ld jus-t south ot Lobnitz. tihil~ there, 66 enea.y 
inf~n try vttr~ :flushed !rem the woods Juat nor til ot ~orbzi&• by 
s ervice \U11 ts, and. 22 otnern in Lobni "z by . 2 L1a1~on Ct!1oers. 
!oth grou.pa wer.e very elo~e lo the Ol" location. At 2C,O, tha C.P 
moved into the weateX'n ed£te of Kotbon tor tho niafit. on. the wny, 
an 58 ~Itt gun 1.1:reul ttt , tll• oolu.m.n tut -very 11 ·c~lc da..n:at-38 wa.a done, 
Earlier in the day, the lu:!twaifo stre.ted the lett colu,;tn of Co~ 

·bat CoalE.Ul4 *B~ , and aleo tbo '·Div1s1on CP column, i'-Sl •a chaa•d 
1h~~ n"ire7, ~nd $b.O~ down 1 . Yi 190. 

let 1la:ttal1on, 3oth Armored In!ant~y Aegiaent, par\ o:f CQmbat 
Col.HU!.nd uA" , ra~.it iloroe Do leu, oroesed the Gaale H.i v~r on hl.'idge l, 
i.t.Jm"d.i~.tel)'' 1rt rear of Oomt)a~ Cosaand "5.", an4 at the close ot ;ne 
periol! was assembled in Yicinit3 o! 1':r•r.)il• pre_pared. _lo follow Ta&k 
Force Richardson "he next dar~ 

- -
24 &ttel.ion, '6th A.rr.tl0r•4 . I.n.tantr1 Regirc.ent, 1n Task Force 

W•lborn, of Comoat Command ~.B" , crot~ee4 the Saale River on Bridge 
2 imliiediatoly upon. OO~:i ple't1.ott at 070e, · · At~er asoembli~ in the 
!1oini_ty of Queen$, · 1ne1 w~r• prepared io r~tew:;ca th• at te.ok upon 
order. .At 0915, th$ attack fiaa .renew~ t o' tb.e eaet againat sl1ih1 
opposi ti.on. i:;Jotte4 l."teiatanoe waa enoou.nfiered all the way ~o tbe 
woat bank' of the ?tu_ld.e River. · · Rosiatano• tb.&Jl at1ifaned 1 'ana. at · 
'tlut- c loMt ot . the pirio4. ille 'I'aa:k 1o~oe was eoil0~ in the :v1c1n1 ty 
o! . 600 yards eoutl.\ee.at o! l'ci·ten, and puell.ing i-nfantry patrols to 
the :~lde ~fiv~r in t;,n et!ort t o eecure tne bridg• 1nt~ct at 13465,. 

!5 t,pril 1945: ~arly in the r:or ning , ~round :~ leo, two groups 
sera by I'& $K Force .tloga.n t~ cnjo c ti_ve~ i n Ko t !1en ran ir.ac troublt;. 
G Cnspnny, ''d ;,.rworvd Bea imant, and As.· Cots;~anyt 47th. In!autry, ran 

, into ro ..-1;1 blocka and triad thx-ee 'C1~efl to adva r1co, but could ·not. 
I Comjlany, 47th lnf~ln.try, and lt Company, 33d Armoreo. 1-!eg.tlrient, did 
re o.oh -~l'leir ob Jective. After daylight, pro"~rees rn~ e made in ge~~ing 
b) tho read blonk& and by 0800 troo ~u wer~ n~arl1 to tbe tcwn•e .: 
main 1nte.r ~~ ~o-;1on • . Engineers ware moved. up to clear d W&J' t.t1e roed 
blocks, and tanks moved up. ·.iroulid 12CO, ·tna lo!t !lank oJ. T-aak 
t'orce :1-ogun r un in to more ,V olltsstu.rm ahort ot tlle 1nttirat~~tion. 
They wera armed ~lth ems l l arQs• shotguno. and paiaor!~U$lG . ?anks 
were muved up to blast the houaes . 

~roops o! ~ask r orca Bicbarcacn bad reacned t~~ w&atern edge 
o! .:·rans by D4l5, @.nd t h e 1H>wn we.s clea red by C73iJ. raoving a short 
dietanoe, tbP.Jy -a.ga1n met m.cre dug-in Infantry, acld. . received auto
ma tio !1iG ·f r om both flank~~ Gr. iauchlebea waa _de!ended ~11 tho 
w~y by the ~ne~y. 

;; .. bout ll~O , t .ne rask : ·ore• of CoUlbat i;O~alld. lfA" • Which. !uid 
been trtl.il1ng behind Tank iorce- ·.Richardson, ~~~s niaeslipped to t.be 
south. pastH.H.i '!.'ask lt1oree !aehardeon, and went into ,l)06i tion aaouth 
and ~outheaat of Kcthen. 
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SECRET ' .-.. ...... - ........ -
At l3CC th'! lf:1sa1on of both l'asli Pore$ f..i.oh~rd;.;cn and ::a~k 

-Force Hogall was-- ohenged. Ta£;~ .li"orce- Hog£i.ll waa ordered to · cle&.r: 
Kothrin im.tJed1ately, and~_:t.Ut:tt\ e~nd a tore" west to meGt ~tisk l~oroo 
lich.ar_d.-son. : ~hen th6 two Task Forces c.Qt, ~ask }'oroe Hogtlll we.a 

- to oocupy both Kothen aLd irenz. Tea~ lorce R1char4son was to 
pull baok: t\Dd ooeu.9.1 defo.nsi ve vos1_:t1c.as in ~he vi-cini t.Y o:i the 
cross road eaflt -of .. <;)lo.!llme tz r.n<i th.• Croaa Road jus-t 11onh o:! 
)ebi&. lrom the latter point a etrong battle grvu;t wam to be _ 
~ent north lo - ~ernburg, e&e wh&i was there, and 1! poeeible, oo
OU.PY ac.d secure 1 t. __ :t't 1615 I' ask ~~ore& l\iche.nteon and Task J'Ol.'"Ce 
llot)an .=at in ·the Toist•rn pari of. · othen, end l'aalt foroo Bicl'.ard
aon atarte4 to ita ae~;1gned obJective. ~e7 re~c.b.ed !ebiz ffith
out Ofpoai tien. The Battle Gro\lp aonv bo:rtt,.. ran into elliper _fire 
a-t Unterpeitn.Uul, &nd bad. to etu.rt house-cleaning ~ain. Progresa 
waa slow, &Ad at 2030, the Commanding O!.ticer, COti.!bflt Oo~m, 
direo~ed tl e tank force tc button u)t where th~y w re, and be pre
pared ' to eo.ntillue at C6CO~-

L~r1ng the evening taek Force Hogan wee orderad to esn4 two 
patrols to ool3tact Coikbat Command "'A" in their new position, oce 
east on outo 2 __ to l.!l.usigk, then eouth tc li.ee~ a patrol t.ro:t: 1'&ak 
oroe Orr at ~uellendor.t; thtt other south to zr.e6t -a l'&ek Ioree 

I!oles ¥Atrot at B&O:tgnst. f.ha one tc Dade,act u.de contact at 
1920. _ ~he other ono, however, ran 1nte a road block covered 01 
emall arw·• l.llld paneer!a.Lu~t fire at the ra1l.ro~ underpass Bt the 
eaatern edge of tOJt:l. At tne end of the .;.er1cd c-ootac\ h&\1 not 
be_en .:L!.lde-with Jowbat -Ce.llman.d !lA" by tl.:.i3 patrol • 

.at 1020, Com.bat CouGd "A" wee o.rderod to ~o•• le "roaediok: 
&nd Arensdorf, &n4 to £end a force to ole&r the en&~J frcm the
~ eilendort a nd .tornetz t)r~a, whGre tneUt; s:t.all 4irNis. and e&.nzar
!aust !ire -ws.a ha:t:astJi~ t»uppl.t and otner vehiclts iL.ov1ng Lilong 
the D1vio1on acute '· lat Da~talion~ )6th Ar~ored ln!antry Reei
men'• as par' of Task Force Orr, was aent to ooou~y ;rossdiak, 
whio!l was aeeur•d bv l2CO. When Task Force :Eol~a rr.ovad to "lu'lllen
dorf, 1aak Ioree Orr ocoup1ed a~d 5eoured Eroeadiok, Forn2dor!, 
~e1londor1 and Jra~sdor!. -

2d 3sttalion, '6th ~r~orod l nfantrj ~ egi~en¥, a~taohed to 
Comb&t Command uB" , part o! rasx ?orce aelborn, 2ent a ~atrol at 
0445, ait~r artillery 11re ~aa lifted, to 1nv~atigat~ th~ bridg•. 
They :!ound tllo bridge b l own, n.nd th• aite strongly de!er..dad. On.e 
co.upany of Infantry, and a. oon1; an.r o.f 't~nks werill moved into po
si ti "'n to :!orce a oro .:.. sil'lt~, the in!antr.v goin.; aoro ~; s on th~ 
wrecka -e ot th& blown bridge. !y 2C07 one oo~;~ny ~l~$ two pla
toon~ of ~he 2d nat\al1on had orosaed, and QO~t o! ~he enemy fire 
was taken ott tha Bito_. :5r1dg1n& o;.ora '-1on11 w~ru expoa~ed ·to 
atart by 24~0 . · 

turing; tha e:fternoon the e;d - ~r~ored field Ar~illery Bat
talion wa~ detached tro~ tbe Combe~ Co~and. 
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16 .\pr11 l~~~: faek Force aichardeon ~t C: t$45 reported eve:y..;. 
tJ1ing qui <~ t-. ..\ l C7CC a na ttl a Grou.p mov~d nor~h tc'liard..~ Bernburg. 

-- No resistance was. au:rt until _t!:HtJ' r$aC.hed the oulakir·ts o! :aorn
bur~& at 0853 . T.he7 reot~ived reporia which 1nd1oe:t~d that the 
enemy :C orce whiah ha,::l held tbev; U.:'J the nigh. t before in Unte.r
peisaon· mov&d out. probably to Bo;rnburg. e n the •dg~J of l~rn
burs tb.ey ran into G$all atrt!.# an.d _pa1.1ser!auot fire. The tesk . 
force Co~nder s~lit hi$ grou~ into two columna; and eent one 
arollnd to th~ l~:f~. ih& ltft foro• ran into Anti-tank :!ira and 
small e.rzr.n 11re. At 1150, tho '1'$-ak 1orQe Oo~nder not1f1$d thG 
Combat Ce~ Com~snding Ot11co~ .it would take ~os t o! the day 
"\o clean ttp 1ihe town, dua to the ani :tAr.-~ an~ house- to-house fight
ins . some of th9 ·panzorfauat fighting llt~ e report ~d don~ by oivil
ians. He Wl!la to14 to t.l.i ls. e the re~t o! the daJ i:f necessary to 
oleur the iown. At 15,0, hal! ~he town was oloared, end by 1900 
the !orcs reaQhed ~he River Soele . The brid&as, both road end 

- railway, wet•e ou:~. fha7· buttontd up here for "the night. Several 
prisoners were liberate-d, including 8 Al'il4tr1ollU'l:J and. acw.e Cansd1ane. 
at .Berilbu.rs • . ·At 0645 :task foro_~ _Hogan r-epor~ed all qu1~t • . 

' 
· '!'here 1tas aa )"Gi no coat~c-c w1 th Task rorou Orr . . At 0700 . 

ele&fHl't B of the fask Force movaa ou~ east, but. had gone onl.Y a 
short distanoe when th•1 1lit am.all 'arme !ire. -Age.1n, i ·t wau 
ho~se-to-houea cleaning. B1 1050• llepa1g was · reached. Tbs road 
waa blooked aM dfSfetlded with &.ll.all ,arma .and an ,ant1-tank gun. 
1'he 1aak Foroe vraa 'told to b,y-pass it acd keep goil'~ . r.esv1ng a 
force -to contain the •~tlm], thGJ• · e~tnt a ·:foroe zou.~n.eaet, ~ust, · . 
and .northwe!ft to Y:erzien, which was roached a t lSOO .by b'ot.h tore••· 
It required considerable time to cl~sn out h1erz1on, and they then 
proceeded tovtard Lausii~k. · en t.i1e way t i.le;:t hit s o.a:H-, .mine a. Lau
s1gk was buttoned u p a t 22~0 . :tinny ;>ri.scnera vf war· i'1.are Ctlken. . 

At 1500 Task Force Orr was orJored to ~end t he lst 3~ttalion, 
36th Armored I~fantry Regi~ent, with A Com9an;, 8)d hrmored 1o
aonnaissance Battalion, tc eweep · the w:oods w~at o! 1tou.t0 3 in the 
Raideburg ·lflcrest. .:t t l7:SC th.ay Jumpad ott. ::he Infa..ntry had v0r7 . 
little trouble, but th~ d3d me't au'to.::latie Wt!apons ana pr.lnz.er!a.usts •. 
At tne ales~ cf the ;er1 a~, they were still enguged 1c their 
mieslon. 

2d Battalion, 36th Ar~ored Intantry He~i~ont, ;art oi !&~k 
Poroe ~ elborn, o ontinu~d ~epping-up O) eratiocs north o! Gr1411no 
60 . 'l.'hey h~ld -their · bridge! eed over the :.:nldtt r! i '":&r, ttnd con
tinued bridging o ~;· er~ttons in the v1e1n1ty o:f 1'4653. Cona·t.ruc- -
ticn was impeded bJ difficult terrain at the uouthern ap ; roach -

· and. hor~saine. enemy !:trt1ll ($!"y tire. t~ t t t.e olcce of the p.oriod · 
t h e brid ,;1nJ; wa s still goiz1g on, tu~d. .the Infantry were !-:olding in 
their ~c~itiono , astrid~ the ~utcbann a~st ·o! the niv0r crosning 
weot ol Kleutoch. 

!Juri~ the dGy, the 99lut P1ald .. \riillery Eatta11on, 'ithia11 
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S E C R E T .-..----- 'I 

.}lad been giving Combat Command "R" supporting fire under Division 
control. ~as giv~n other-mis31 wng; and moved irom the Combat Ccm~ 
mend Area. -

17 April 1;451 For . 17th April the miaslon originally waa ~s 
!ollows: Taskorce Richardson leavo on~ oowpany 1~ Bernburg a nd 
eend t he re~ainder on a "claan-u~" route, viz: ~ukrena-Bebitz
Lea~-Plomnitz-Daalberga-Drubard-Xl. Paachleben-Droaa-~ulfeo-U.1cheln
Maxdorf-Gr. Paschlaben. 

Task Poroe Bogan send a "clean-up" force to Porat-3ibbendor!
Cstern1snburg-Trebbicheau-Aken- (Leave a !·;rce at t He river)-Kl. 
Zerbst-Elsnigk-Wurflau-Zehringer-Porst. 

At 0700 Taak Force Hogan moved out and bit a road blook ~nd 
some .wines at Foret. By 0930 the town w~s cleerad, and. the en.ein
eers coved in to clear t~ e robd block and mines . Jt Porst t~c group 
divided with one force going to Aken via S1bbaldo~f-Ostornienburg
Trebb1cheau.o.Mi clleln-Yiulf en-Droea-Kl. -?aschle ben-Trinum-Gr. Fasch
ltben, and the other, the original route ue ylanned. By 1348 one 
column wa-e in Si bbelsdorf, and t h e other in Elsnigk . ·?:loving staad
il,:r against light opposition, a.ost o! the day, - Ot.:l columns coo- -
verged on Aken at 1715. On- the way a cnezr.ice.l plr3r.t, air lie1.1 , ~nd 
electrical :!ixtllres plant were Odptu.r \jd, and a hos £-i tal discovered. 
Several priscn~rs of war were liberated, soma of 1hem troo~s ot the 
VII Cor_vG wire team, c a ptured ~he nif.SlH b,:forc. In .A leen, Slll.B.ll aros, 
panzor!euats, and considerable artille~y were enoounter~d , b~~ - by 
t he end of the poriod, it we ~ about th-ree-!01..orths 'b~ttoned up . It 
~&as · expected. that the ch:.' .. r.,.ng .. ;; would re -tL< ire mo , t o! the nign t 
and a grea tJr ;,·art of the next day. Tl.:e tc1·ce t..:~ i:l. t turned e st met 
oppositi ~n, los~ one tacKt and hed some c asualtie~. ~t a o o~t 2100 , 
they b· .. t toned up Gr. ?as c •. le iH'.! ~ , for t La ni t;;;n t, to contir.u e r, __ e n"x:t 
day. 

Task Force Richardson ~ov ad out at 07CO , and ~ovud s;eedily 
~ith no o ~poait . on until it reuched Koncern, at lOCO. Her~ the 
mission wae chan6ed , and it ~ov ~d to .Route 3, an~ proceeded east to'· 
co~e ~na ar Divivi ~n ccn~rol for a mi ssi Jn i n t ue vicinity of Tiins
dor.t . From ~his c- O i ~ i o1: it u ttacked to s eize .Bobbau-3teinh~rt!1 
end Jes enitll. As t ne Task Force got ~nd~r •"~a:t i r the attacn. a t 
14 : 0, an enemy task f cr oe l aunchad a ccunt~r-attack northwe s t from 
vicinity Dobbau-Steinfurth . Tnis at~acklng terce was quickly turned 
back by heavy artill ~ ry up1 air CCOf eration of flg~t~r-bombers 
w.r.i en knockod Ollt a.n estiilla ted ~ign t tanks~ A:f tar OVt!rcou.ing s tu.b
born re sistance the task fcrce r3ach~d Ba~bau- 3teinfurtu. an~ ~t 
t .-:1 t! o lo:Je oi t !le t-~ eri od he l ,i t.H~ wast ed ::;e of t t. e town. 

Af tar swueping t r~ e wcod ::: in the Haidebu.rg Fores t, lst 3attalicn, 
3 6t; l J'l.r.:nored Infantry Regi.::.ien t, in Task t'orco Orr, reached the e3.st
ern edge near the railroad trtl Cks, west c! Tort~n, and re.ccained 1n 
position tiu·ough ou t t l1-e period, keep in;:; pre:Jsure vn the ene!Lly 1:1olding 

- 18-



t.tle RJ at 107649. Close oontaot. was ke~t w1'th Ttl&k Foree Loveladf, 
o;er~ tin~ 'c the e~~t ugaioat t orten, in an effort to eatablisu 
-t'bysioel contact at tl~e :!1!tlt opportu..nity. 

-. . 

_ 2d· Battalion, 36th Arccr£:d In!~ntrJ .Re~imeut. aa part of Taak 
Force ~elborn, continu~d to uec~~e tne br1d~enea~ ov•r the ~~lde 
River at 13165,, and oonstruc~ien •aa contlnued on treaJw~y 
bridge at tb.at ,VOin't until 1845, Wb.Qll OTdtlra were iosu~d. to 111 -i- , j 
oont1Du• constructi on on the bridge and w1thdr&w ~be bridgehead. 
At 0900 part ot the Task force wae dia;~teh~d to aid elemente of 
Task loro~ Lovelady aeeure Torten, and RJ •' l07o49, · juet·weat ot 
the town. .Patrolling was conduotud during ' he 4ay. .A\ t:1e oloee . 
of thct period they Wtl)re diapooed in 1b.o wooda sou-;beaat ot torten. 

18 Ail"~~ l94l! At C&OO faek Force Hogan .ree;.}~ed ol~anlng u~ 
.lken. By Io4C, ' rlgb.~ o:f tl1a •~•A wae olear d. ln tho le!" 
portion there we.:."e 86'& in b ... ildinga, and covering tte road bloolta. 
~here wae tiring down oro ·~• fit.ro$~ & . file ta .lt !(ll'Qt~ cot.ti'lan:i ~r 
thr1w artillery a t "t;..e n~w.y in.ts.ntr.r 1n tb~ v1einii¥ o! thtt Bortb 
Ohuroh. · · 

Ths patrol :from Teak Foroe lU.ebardeon at .Bernburgr made con
tact •ith tb ll'th Cavalry at Jlo bzig a.t 1000. At 1210 contuct 

· waa also mD4e with tnem at the blown bridge in ~ernburg . At l8C~ 
the Grou.p left in BornbU1"6 wae relieved· by a combat englneor bat
talion e.rld r•Jt11ne4 Task J''Oroe lUohardoon, vic1a1 t )' Bcbbnu-atein
.i ur tb.. 

faak ioree Hog&n -we.a att..::m~till6 to &<~tt fi s;utrol out -c·1 Al:e.n 
e a et, to proaead towe..rd 1.1. A.uhnau , bu-t Uii until l4oo- 11ras u.n1eble .t o 
get tae~ o~t c t to~n, duo to sni~er jire fr om t h e vicinity oi t~e 
church. Considerablo •na~y ·rt1llsr;r was t !•ro'tf.n i' tc tuo t4JWH . 
l..bou\ 1500 tn• Con.bat Co~nd CP moved ~o Aten, hut aho1·tl; t.ft u.r · 
srr1 val . ua orct~re.1 t o ~ovc to Lobar1 t:t. • r.~en thi il VL s c.cc ou.,.
li 5hed ·ra.sk Force Hok1an wa s pla~ed undilr Division coa~r <.:l , e.r...d Ta ak 
Force Richardson, which i~cluded t n ~d Battalion, '6~ ~~~ored 
!n!antry Hoai&ent, ravarted to Co~bst Cor.~ana '*R" control. By 19CO 
Task Foree Hosan had t.ken ele· rea, an~ eo.n ta.~ c WEHJ ~; de :tt~~ th•J 
t'd lJivision. 

§ 
T~ek Foroe liicbard ~on ·Jt·eoe1ved a co~, r..t ~r-a w t ;;.ck from J t ~u:.2:s 

ti~d l CO !n1 ~~try et about 0'20, 1n Dob~au-~ t · in1urth. fn1~ attack 
v.:r:..a defeated , wit:1out loos of ground. During the» ,\aJ t uey EH._ 
oo"'nter~d he.,vy enemy da: o.nsc of lnia.ntry, eu.;,L.tort.:.d b~· tr?.r ...... l{s , 
t~.;Ortars , and ~1 rtlllery tiro. ktt n1;}ht ti'lO] secl.l.rid their poe;l ~ion 
r ~.:ad.y t .; continue tho a.t ~aok et 0600 . 

During the duy l'.:u-;K 101'08 llra d l ~y ~t taoK.ed t.::..ro~h z~cl"Htpkau 
t:.nd l'nalh .t..m to :.ie~den . ·i~.hil 'l H~1.. ... e:~. W< u :;;oir:~ c.let-.<..SJ. the eocD~Y 
ootont~r- r .. t-tscked Ire .... 'Che aou\.!l. ; ns~ :Ji t.n ~ t-a.J.ts a nd ,:;:' - )~ In
fantr,Y . 7bis a tt:"c k waa d ilf eat~d a.:.:.d t.b.il to,~n a t-leur fld b~ lJl; . 

§ See page 19a. - 19 -
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Oomba t -Corumand ~a.• headquartera was ...:ovail to .Lobo.ri tz to ta_ke 
over th~ op~r ~ t1ona of ~a~k ~ore' Riooerdsoc, Tusk Force »iller, 

· · an4 T~sk Force Dr&dley, attar Lieaten~nt Colonel Ieomane, Oomaa~d~ 
.i ng Of!i091"t: 83d .Ar.mcr•d K.econ.naia-tHolnoe ·.aa .. tali on, as lUlled. 
Co~~oa1t1cn cf troope at \hie ti e was as !cllo~e& 

!.ASK: fORCE lliCH.ARDSOJ TASK FORCE Mit~~q 
,_4 .Battalion, '2d Ar=orad ~ •c!1~'3nt 
'd Battalion, 36tb Arwd ln! Beet 
24 Platoon, Co C, 7·03d. ~D .Bn 

Co~pany a, 32d Ar~ored Rugi~ent 
OoApany A, ~6th Armd Inf Regt 

eotion Co ·A, 703d fD J;n 
Compani•a A & B, 83~ Armd Rcn !n 13t .Pltt Co O, 2~ A.rmd Ell&r .Bn 

TASK. fORCE BRADLEY 

8'd Armd Ben Bn (leas Com;an1e ~ A & B ~nd 1 Plt 
each ot Coapani~s C & ·D) 

eotion Co , 70}4 fD Bn 

- ::. .. ,,, IJ I :·~I 
......... _ 
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lat Battal~ca, 36tn · Ar~Or~d ln!sn~ry ~o6im~nt, p~rt ot ?aak 

Force Crr, Com~at Co~e.n4. · "A" 1 , continwJd to malnta:ln tuair c eeur~ t ·· - i 
duri~B the i•r1cd• 

. . 

- 2d Battal1oa, )6t~ Ar~ored ln!a~try Beg1~n1, part o! ~a~k 
orce Uelbprn, ithdr•• th$ brid&~bead foreea (S snd l Co~panleo) 

- to the w 8' e1de o.t ill• tulde lUver_. u.nder cover o:f darkne~:: . They 
cen .. 1nulld. so clear the erua&£.3 tres;. Torten, btginnin~ at 0000, and bJ 
1720, it waa report 4 cleared. Oomba\ patrol &oYing from !ortan 
t.o con,taot eleaonte of Cci:lbat Oo and .Ooan z·ec 1vc4 .beuvy nti-tank 
and Qall arms 11re tram tho v1cin1tl ct RJ at 107649, and were 
unabl• to ettaa1t the oontac·t. · · 

, 

· 19 A prll 19421 1'& k Foree ' ' iller .mov d !rotA 'lbalhei.m 1o ar<iu 
sl.fen ·via 1iea£1en at 0400, and begtut &n at tsok .tr::;;.:: the nortz:ern 

s1<1• advanciAe ou\h•a&t. »1 llOO 1l had. reached tlla maln nort.h
uout.b. ro d. It r.portod 11nd1r~& ~plenty ot lrautat nd -d. et~~o110.J 
euelf. fAe lore• ••~ e"trong roB1 tu.no , rur..uing ~to 1ntalltr1• 
~ t £.atio ~az..-on&• panaeri '\4jJtt snip re, an4 art1ll r:;. L~t. in 

the -a!' rnoon tne taak tora beg n to QV~ !t1s -ar and. b~; th close 
. o1 tne verio4 had olearod tour-l11tna· of olten. this wao aecured · 

and pr~parat1ona •ere lt4d.e "" .::.cv on at C6CO. 

T~ k Pore Bichard :.:cn ttaoketl at 0400t in Bo~bnu-sta1n:furth. _ 
tne adv~c• •¥.a ver1 . ·low at! :i.:t, a a att-~.r c.! .nvuse-;o- H..-u ... e 
:fightlnt:• Tnoy i.tt ;.anzilr:fauat , .mall t.ra.a, a~ll caliber A-P, 
mortarF.S, and oo~:~eidtlrll. 1 _ dire~ ; lira. Air $\.O.~pcrt was ·re'}ucutQd, 
and by 0945 planes err1ve4. At 1600 the taak lorco &3 0till ~ 
tile v1o.1 :-.1 'ty o.t the church in tho n ~.rth*rn t:art of to ~n, e..r•d the . 
ta~x 1oroe C~mmande: roport~d the ~re3eure waa 1norea~1o~. !ne 
task !ore• tr1od to son4 a baltle ~ou~ around to ~ho left and 
at,ack th ene:l!y !rc , t.he flank a~t<l reaz·. ~hi~ forc e a ;. ~o met re
ei.et.ance bat by 'the olo~u of tho · v riod it had ·aavanoed "c the 
_point at· wllioll t.h., .. m1.ln road branctu:t ~:~ east to Jeseui tz. A p ~rol . 
w-uo se.r. t ow. t this road to go to J etiun1 tz, reoonr..o · ter Ad. re,..ort en . 
the ccndition ot tAe bridge, b~l a. toe end oi ~h$ ¥ Jr1od no ra;ort 
hed been rooeiv ~d . 

Ordern had beon i ~ aued !or T~a~ Force llogan (lc ~ aec~rit1 
de~· c :ut.ent at Akun) to join Combn.t Comt'.Ul.nd at l.oberi tz.. 7aak Force 
Bogar. at 07CC left Akan, le · vins cn~t .l:"la•oon ! Intt:.lntl'Y• cne .r..: la
toon of 11ah1 'tt~nk~ , and ont u2ctlcn o.! tank dSi!tro;ero t c t' ocu:ro 
th v to ·~n . Zhe.r arrivotd t 1100, and w·; re iUln:edi&."Wal.t &iven t •. e_ 

- 1as1c.n of rHHl"Yrille a tillri .L~ctory ~·~ t v1. "; ol!t)n. By l'l!l t t .. e · 
i ok fcrc.:o as movinb, and r.te-; ver: little re..;i ll- ~~f~eo 1nitl· ll ..; . 
;rwo-thirds of th, ay ~hrougb, Gnea.1 i n :ta n try w~ a nco-: .. ntere.;,l, tt.ild 
a.t 164;, :fire &nd t a.tikt i ·,.. d\l\1 ;.1· i;l·e~s . 41 ~:isooo .. ,. a ! rw.r -::; -era 

· ta ir ~n. iJh&n 'he !actor,y had been ~:;raoticalll ole~: .. .:· 'd , u.rld .1lso 
almoc.t G· tru.1ed. b:; i1re, b .... ttl gro: 1-' co-n ~::.. ~ ting .t) t aor:.:; ally 
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of 'a.nke and on~ of lnfru:~ tr1 aQV~d _out ·to tb• l~f ~, and not-th o1 
tol.fen wi tb the _ :n.1 .;sg1Qll f1! ud.vane1ng north to 13obbau-~tein:furth -
"o l"ttl1~vo t he ~rea-au...:·~ 1n ft'Cllt o! Ta.:.tk 7orcc-I\1chat"d:::zon. Hew
ever, DI tth ti£te this force hiitl c~evttd, on~-! c.tu··t:i ct th-4': Wi.y, 
!aak forc e Ricbard uon. had cl~ar<1d the ·a1 tu·~ ti (ln j.n llobbau-Stain
iurth to t ile &Ateni th&t tho battle urou..-~ Wt.l & not tliHHle-4. I~ was 
ordered · ~o halt &Ld c: ecure ite .fiO .tti ~n ~~tween tila built-up eoc-
iicna ot Wol!en e.nd ic~t'bau-S. t einiurth. - . . 

Tne Combat. CoQ/.l.l'ld OP moved trom Loberitz t~ thtt n¢rti-~.e~~t 
•4&• ef ;:ol!.itn at l~oo. · 

bur1ng the day iiir ~"iipport wea requ.e~ti!d several timea, and 
did cons.!.4ar&ol~ . :Jtrating. _ Xho 54 til .r-~J.eld .Artiller" Battalion, 
from pos1,1tHlG 1n.wa,hl!ldcr.f, ' tal~.POr tut.t al.l th .i" tt$ ttul ~ :!or-eea witn 
fir~ ·. ' 

. . 
· ls t !at tali on ( l&ss: Com,an.; A), '6U1 Armorod lc.tac. try -Regi-

ment, p~rt of 1's.ak :roroe O:o-r. : al lSCO, -at~aek6d nortll t.r;;>l#. Y1o1 .ni
ty 10863' 1n o ~njunotioo •1th ~ask tore• Wel uorn ~1tu tse ~ arcn 
of fiGUring road l 0064S..;l06648 . The tt~taak sovtHl 1n1t l all;r 

_ aGainst llght re.tli~lan~• etnd .flt 2100 \h$ lefi element 1-a.d aec~l"t;td 
1te ob~€tctive. Ree1etanoe con.G1sti!J4 v. f - sLL~U..l.l arms-, Fenzert.a'tl£tte 
an1:1 artiller:; t .i1$e ~loffi d the ~4vo.nce ot t1.lA .right le::.etit, e~d. . 
at the •no of tb 'tl peric4 it bad Jl{)t tAdvanoed f.lll t.n0 wa;t 'CQ it s 
obJective. 

The .l;ise1cn of 'fat1k Force Wu lbo:·n , t~·.! which 2d- .Batta-lion, 
36th Ar1:1.or.od Infantry Reglmen:t, waa ~ _;,f:..rt, was to ueour~ the road 

-_ 106650-ll, t.-46 ana ustablieh ro.a i blo-Gk~ ~ t 106649 ~oo. 106648. Jlcd
erate to be~ v..v :·cuti~ta.no ... ~ 1.r:, m. !lrtiller; , :-!r:lall arm£Y acl.l .ranzel·
f&u~·~ 111·e w~• e t~ooutttere ~· • end at til~ ~ lo ~. e ot lh•~ p~ric~i :..ha,1 
wort e ~".£fi t-~ed in bou.~:n·s-lo-houae tight1ng· along t.he roa4 ~ cutheest 
ot Torten. · 

20 Agril, lz:j5c At 0600, Battl · Gro~p ~1ll~r oon"' l.n\leJ h i d 
at ta.ei seu.t!l towa.l'\1 Gl"&f.pin. At 06~0, thoy e r1oo~ntorcd \lug-in 
In:fa.ntr.:, a~ .d snipers ll'ho 4~layod . the .;advance. !)7 1;15, tha souttl
ur!' _pg::t of Gre:•v1n :!:•!la :.: raatie~ll;r clear, 11t1-d Uut o3d Armored 
.i: econnuio:al-ance Battalion began to ~ elte over . .flattl• {;;rou .•. ~1ll tlr 
reverted to oontrol oi Combat Comt.-an.:t t1 A'1 du.r1n6 tne a! t tJ rnoon. 

At 0600, faslt Forco R1ch.u.rdacfi r1l $iJ.~11 _ttie- fL. t a c t: cA J<J ··sni ~z. 
One bs.t ·tlo group thH1 _£HHlt to the left _.i;lf.a:..~t r.-h1le ar.cth~r ~ttempt&d 
to pre ba ~traight forward but neitb~r waa abl¢ to ~dvance due to 
intense uuto~a:!o ~ea~onG fir • , d~g-ln 1nfantrs, ~nd d re~~ fl~u. 
A p!ltrnl had bu~.n di~,.atob~d .:c~ ~·io.r ;; ~, J.a'L~ t;c u.vee'ii~ 'te the con
dition c t tile br14 t1~ acro t; n robe ere$~. Wiil~' o! J euLtni t2 out had 
been unable to ro ~c~ 1~ so alolbe ~&tr~l was eent out. At 0910 , 

_ th1 ~ _putrol lik~wi ~e r e ;ortetl that ull$i::.J r~~J.i.a ~anue i'f(-.u,; too h ..,.v:; 
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tor 1t t~ r~~woh ~1Ht bridge. l.n tho meuntl•~~, both battld srou~s I 
. ere at1emj,1'~1ng to tu'JVe bi.i<t v-rogre~ it& Jlt;~l1~1bl~. At 13CO, ,J 
lee.dina :.elements llGurd ~>ll o ~.r'locl.,;n \~..:.:1o ... ti~ u.' ~--:; .Li ,1Vtd to bt.t the J 
brid.&t~ ;.~ i t~ blo n &net b./ l~}o · vi ·ib1.J.i t.t .b~-d l.u~::--roved aui:fioi.~nt-

. .; !or air ~ lart a to vsri!,y tb.l r.; b 11u.f • . llowev r, etrcng en~:SLi,.Y ro-
ia tunce o •U tinw.e.t ~nd by d · r.k 'las" Jt'orc'il Ilic.:llardaoli l':.w! 'been u.n

_a ble to a.dvf:lnce :fu.rt er than 4J.;o Jard :;. b~Jood tn.,. 1·ailroad jutJt 
e ·t o! .S~biJ u-Et ln.fu.rth.. A.t the clOdt of tlltt . erio~, t he taak 
Poroe waa ~eoured !b this ;o 1t1on • 

. _ At 06CQ, !al)k lortJe lloga1n r•st4Aod the~ · t t~ok in lhe factor1 .
1 ar•a· and eot1ll,l oul1 ~lig t rositt L¢$ ccm; l ted rr.o.,.}iing-ul or er-

et i ons b:J mid-~orniU&• The. b~ttla grou,t, tha ha.d be.,n sent norlb 
1 or poce1ble use 1 t;h T~alt _ ror<lct Ria.hardson l"e::.s.ined 1a · la.Je b -
twe•n olfen tlnd Bobbatu-3to1n.fu~th. 

· Du..ring tb.~ mor nins t Celt~ arld,ing Gene~ 1, )J A.r ·or-ad Divisi cn, 
had discusaed vi.th the 0o&b4it Co~and Co~nder hia plana tor ae
sembl.Y ~·o i tiona for t n ict Coaba.-; Co~and. wb n t.ne . o'bbaw-S'tein
furth - J•~en1 tz - · olf (Itt .. Gre;pin · i~~i ;.;n had " en ooe~.U;- 11 h d. 
T.beue plans callod. io:..· 83d • econna.l •..;aance Batt lion 'to relieve 
Batt_lo Grou..,; JUll~r tuld rever-; ~o Divhxi cll e c:nt.rol. , -Upon r•llef, 
n t\le Oro~ Kill~r 1ia & to rever" to Oomea'; Co.llmand •J." control 
M4 Co~t.'at CollU:l&nd ,.a•, oonoisting o!. faa.ll Ioree Hotnu au4 1'at:k 
Force Ric ar non, w~o \~ btf o Gitibl d .tn c,t:. yie ·,a :. a:-.4 C.ilOrd !.i. r prEt
yar•d to a t f; Ok Doo oi·au on 1vi t 1 ·~n ord r. There.f"r , ~a~l1z1ng 
~hat Tnek lcrce Bogan could not be turtH~ .. u.~d in 1~3 a:-re~en" v C
eiticn, t1l& Co bat. Oo~d c l an46r !".lereJ Taek ro.rce HO!&H 'to 
zaovta at 1300 to Cbor·au ·ani ..... t"utl: i.:e.i"e t o t~atrol tno ·chora.u. - Kl. 
Kuhnau road. OJiOll reacni~ CI)Orau. 1aak Force H;·;ga.n tl ci !tt ~ ; a t.col 
nort -co -tue ... \Wll.su ~' t}OdA:t iind lth~n enst to Q'ard Kl. i.\Uillau. .In 
ep1te o .. uo.cao- t.lSGa 1 a~ 11t.•u progrs t; a v.a .B g "' Od unJ tu.u i!a'trol fla 
re l nfo ~·cecl' to ba:-;le group slze. .By 16:50 th"' astern ed~\l o1 t :le 
woo.le; v d. b en rea.ob.ed e.rul 1:m1 t \ t.le ~ro p cc.nt.1nueu to tha we'~
ern edge of Kl . ill:.lhna~t where g ... o.-. u u· celt -Je.f end a. LJ an :uuJa ... l ~ 

g..4c <!Jld ~::.a.ll ar.ma ~aa ct!h'JU1.4/He aa. OJ ] 20,(..\ tho z-et:us.unae had 
be on overooa.e, th~ roud block l.'e:.;.:ov .. d, a;~d tb.l! ba~ tle &rC~? ae
ourod. it..,eli .for tb.e Dight '-. . ro.x.!. ;:~;: gly =~"~1!- :)n.:f 't :A!' c. ~g.n t.ll t ~n. 
: ~ trvl ~l tier~ u~!.':.t out du.ri.r · hu :11 _. .• t tu r.t ter ... ine ro ~d o :..;lid i "io:-.B 
tonird Dessau. 

. . 

.At 17}0 th& i.tomb ~ t Coitllr.Jand C? beg~n ..,;lcv~ ;;. ent to ne•v loo~tion 
a t 3epp1cnaa. _ Ur ou ord~r.:z of Co~an- ... ag, GerH~ra1, .;d Ar::...;...:;-~d Di-
v .. cion, ':'uul!_ Force Riobr lson rllv rted to l'iv:i lion co~~trol and \l'&s 
to coc~ l n:...,: hia tt:Jek. tO*l:.4rd Je~snit& b'.lt -i'luflJ no t to -!lV!,;.CO\l 
furtn · r t! 1·• the blo~, br..i.Jg _ a ·.o 1,t :.:n 0.1·\! r •. 

lu t 3u ~t~llon, :56t.: ~ r:~.cr d I~lat~trl .Jt.:!gi:.::~n t, _t;i:\rt r; ! Ccu:bat 
vo:.:ani "A'' , r.ll::u1.4a~d i n z-O Z~ t1 ·.n li~ing ~!lo da., • ~r.ui ocnt1nued to 
uacure 1 t~ ~ o tor ln tba v; cini t f · :! l0{J64- ... .. 
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2d .Ba·ttalion; '6tti .i\r.i;i0l'$d ll:l!antry ltagi:tent, part ci :task 
1oroe ir1e1born of Coi&ba,t~Comma..nd "'.!", eontiuu.ad the ~~tack · ·t:•routi,-:.- _ 
ou.t tht.t- ni .:;;.trt .tJAd. \l~rlJ · .:t:or.::U.ug e.t,;ai~~..;; t &;;;..ell u.ru. .• :·, iirtllleri a:J.d 

. l!O .d~ar fire. By 1000 the.:· luid e .,_;ou.rud the er1 tioal f:neu.y a-:.r on.g 
-- _point at RJ 106649. A oo:nba t _patcol a.-,.,ept connu i .e. t he ecutnern 

part of tha divi:;.;1on ~ector wa1oh .t.ul :i n ot bean olearud. during the 
initial advance o! t s.:.e D1VitJion to this a.r·ea.. Ut~l• re~iata.aoe 
waa encoun ta.r~d, and numerous ,prison ere ot war ~·ere taken. 

· 21 A£r1l 194.2a -- !fa~k Force Hogan re ~Wlied- tne a1taok toward 
l>esoau at 66oo. 1 One to1·co attaoka4 &t.a t 'Chro~~ Kl. Kunnau, aDd 
the ot.l&r attacked nortb to Gr. Xuhnau to· take t 11a t to\l'n and then 
to proctutd a.gaiuat Dessau. By 06'0 the right co l wa.n was .nal!-wa1 
throu&b n. Kuhnt\u, but the terce sent north waa bold u.t' by a roud 
blo<:k defended bt a-mall ¥rals a.ed l&nser!aust 11ra on the road -
leadins o~t of .K~. itu.hnau._ At 0730 the rig.'lt colw:il'l waa also held 
up by a ro ~td block nnd ar'lillery .tiro. By 0830 'tho road blook to 
the north l'iad been cleared alld th.e ·lei t ooluUUl atart ~d eo:v.tng 
alowl,, . By 1045 t ho rosd: blCXJk O!l \he east w~e removed, the righ~ 
oolu.U1n starttsd ~oving, e.ed b,t l4'0 was i.n the wost rn od#e o! 
Deeaul.~. i'h• le!t eol: .. u.tn proceeded 1o Gr. Kunnau ta-r-4 by 1430 had 
cle~red .the town but anoth'lr J>oe.d. block on ~· ••~t•rn edg"' ot t:•e 
town wat5 noo~nterod. overcol't1Jld \his obatacle, the 1'oroe moved 
on, and cy 15'0 WtiA $ two-tb.irdr!. c:f 'he· WaJ trc!'l_ Gr. KUhnaa to Desauu. 
?he right column was 1ns1d.e Ute oit.Y and moving. At this time, tr.e 
Co~anding General, }d· Armored .Div1a1on, d1roated "t..hat bou-~ eolu:J..ns 
be tHJld in , l [{c• Mt1l Combat Oo~n.d~ NA"t oo.m1n~ in from, tne 
aou t .c. , could oo~e ~breast. r~hen thia ~•~ aocom-¥ l1ehe~; bO 'th 
col1.41!.1l:s were to re ~umc th() attack on ordar. At 17:50 C~ttb(!lt Com
itlb.nd " ~~ " ca<-x.a atz,.t'it1Ult arA e; .. ~ Co:.un;:tnd:i :~t::; Q.Qner.;:-:.1, }d Armored D1-
V1J:J1on, ordvrad l't!) z.-.~;.mpticn o:f line a ttae ·{. After ·a.dve.ncin~ 4CC 
raroa in Dcaaau, the Co&La t Comm.nnd w~a O;.'d.Greu to aeourc i. ts .\>O
sition tor tne night. Due to \he la;c~t ot the cit1, the left 
col~zu1 was eomewh~t torward c1 't ~~ o rlg.h t oolu.mn. Order;:; we1·e 1 :;
eued for t be attaok to be reaum~d at t1rst _light \'fith the left 
cclu.iln .rel:ial.tling ln place u.ntil tha ri6ilt _column eame abreant ar.d 
for both t.nen to continue tot,)e tblir. 

Combat Ccmman~ CP moved ~o lU . ·Kuhnau ct 1415. 

?ask Force Richsrt11H.m (operating urul~r 3d Ar:nor•d l1ivi a1 ~,n 
control) started t .de attsak toward JosiH".itz at 05:SO. Atte~ptn to 
cross the Spi ·ttel Wao:2er creek wer• met v•1 'th vory heav.y n;1,e,ll l\rta · , 
artillery, and mei'tur fire. R.eccnna.toaanoe .! C:·1" fl et.:.i t~ble croetJing 
W!i.S s ·t l:.i rt~d both t.o the n wrtil t:L"1!1 o:- ou, ~h. A bridg~ wa s f c ~.o.nd i :;, t fu:~t 
s.t 148533, and a battle. grou;< oro~ s ~d there, be ~~1nn1ng at 1150 . 
Th18 t&ttlu t~rcc.1, a tt _;:;, ok ad J ~ aanitz fro~ ~r.~ nurt.c. ·~up;;o:-t~d by the 
re jj.jt. iuder : 1 ti:lti tu.sk 1orca !row. tt.ta e t::\at &nd sou ·~~eaut <..:dge ;.. :f. 
tottn. SrHUb .. mortS~.l~, &rtill~ry, lilnd BILbll a.f'.L;.;::J :!ire c ontinued ~.eav;y, 
b ~ ... t by 1700 thtt tov.ll wua cleared. Taa4 .:·orc.e R!.chau"decn ~eoured 
its pool tion in J ~ ss::u tz f\,;1::- ti.i. ·~ nlg..tt. Compa.r.q D, 83d ~econrw.i~ 
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sance .Battalion, wh.fch had bo ·n ~. ttat:i~ad "to Ta.ok P~rce .Richard ~; on, 
reverted t o the 8'd ieconna1ua&noe Ba~talion &t 1730, and mov~ 
to lolfou. ~ 

.· . . 
lst .Battalion, '6th Al'w.¢rtd !n!alltrJ .Rogi:&'lant, as ~a1.· t o! -

Task Forca Orr, &ttac l-tcd un th~ .r.1~nt in Como ~ Comm.:.nd "J.ff mo:!e 
to ·,;a rd. D-.Gaau, at 051::>, en<1 advan~ d: steadil.Y against stubborn 
resiatance t~roughout tb• dar. f.ne reaistanoe consiated of ssall 
ar~a, panzerf 0U-t, ~ortar a1~ artill9rJ !1re. At la~t li~h~ ~n• 
Jain io-;er ~ec'tion 11:1 canter of »••salol vr a 1·eached 1 and tb~ 'task 
toroe s~our~d ii~el! for tht night, ~r•pared to ~ove on &t C6CO. 

24 Bat\$il1~n, '6th Armored In.fantr.r Re{ti:tont, , ttilcked nor·tn 
1A ito t¢ne il t 0530 and advan"'$4 a& li.o~t ~~1 a.r::1c 1 artillery 
and mortar t1.rtt, encounter! s ono ene.m.r ligLt :flak batter;. lly 
1'00 the ta k force objeo ·tive was ••oured and oont ot wa · 5t u. b
_11ehed' w1t!'. Combat Co-qnd "'A" ~n \hE) l~H t. 

22 A~r11 1941• · tne right col~ of !aak Force Hogan jumped 
off at 66 6. It moved eaat to - the ~in interaecti~n in town, then 
turned nor,h. !he left 1or oe in the ~e~nt1me ~d circled north, 
a.n~ Oomba Oolt.mllnd "A",_at1ll-!urther on the r igh t (east) !lank, 
circled north e.nd nortl east, so 1h t once the movement tau·ted ·in 
~he morning, the point o! directi on of all torc.a had -chang d to 

llnost due no~th, ·to 11n1eh clear.lng Desaau. The left colutnll mot 
no resistance initial~r. ~d ~hat ~~t by the righ~ oolu&n was nog
lig i _ble. Contact wae tt.ta4e with Comba t Commatld ·"A" _by the r1nn t 
col~ at 0830. lur~har in \ ae city, resietanc stiffened, amall 
e.ru..s , n:orta..r, a-nd a.rtillctr,y - te1flt1 unoo\Ul tered, but· by 0930 -both 
main i.ntor ... ~ e o tiona near -th, · r1v r had been roached. 

Getting to within a few hundred yard.:. ct tne .final objective 
on the dge of town, tho 1 orce advanced on 't o roads. . Aaa1n, at:;.t
born ene.m.r ree i s ~anoe nela ~,.. t he ad·;ao.cu ar..J mi:la r~ wore ra _.. oi·tetl. 
Inability to ge t past theae ob~iaclos, ~nd th~ neoe ~ sity o1 ~av1ng 
to die o:u.t t.ae en~ ; infantry cne by one, delayed i +.u· ther advance 
the rest oi t lt · ay. · At 18:50 a:. battl~ grou.r o! cne ,iil&toon 1anks 
and on$ ~latoon ln.tantr¥ moved. arou.nd · to the rie,ht ilnnk to tr.v 
to uproot tbe torcQ holdlul u p t he advanoe, blrlt thia gro-up was un
able to aoco.Glpli l'Jll 1ta -i eaion. Oomb.~ t Co~und ~' A " on t :~~ :li;ht 
flaa~;;.. was ulso liel~ u.~. oo'l..t 2CO yard ~ ahort ol the obJeotivu. 

tete at n16ht a ~1 toon ot l~fantr7, reinforcedvlat~r to a 
oomJ;tony , workei thr cu.~ t. h.u m:.n~ f1tild, :'' f1d tne enc::;1n-eer :l 'tient up 
and :-e ove :J t.ne n.lnea. The .i ll:!antry ..;.rved. iorwa.rd bub t~ t the ~nd 
of t.ne • .j riod they werv still 8Qste dis t ance ::.r"'* tho objective_. 

the Cozubat Cv!ru:land C.P moved t c t:-.a Y! _:ss'tern $Jtie oi Do ueuu at 
1030. I n . th~ ~d t a- neon a ;;u trol !!"Oi4i Ta~k Force n· g.:.n rta~:: a ant 
out to awee·tJ t he wooda b~twaen Deauau and Aken. At 1630 tht;t pat.rol 
re4)orted :35 prisoners of war nl!d been t.a~en fro~ the wcod..-l. 
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1'a£:k Force Bich.t~:n-da. un · as .rtlliev~d at J~(!a£L1tz b;) ele <.Jent ~. 
c! th• 60tn Infantr1 2eg1m•nt, tha rellei b~ ing cc~plet~d at l6cc. 
At 1615 '!'~ek Force lU.oha1·ascc rev~rt ·;d to t-a.e control o! Coj;tbe.t 
Cc.l!USWnd "R"t and at 1625 :tnoved m . .t to ;;:.~ new tHwe..::bl,l - mr~:t& · 1n 
Kothetl . B;,r lU-45 all t.Jlcm~tlt.G h&d clos~d in ~othen. 

lat Battalion, '6th Armored In!tin'try lieg1.-..0tit , pu.rt ot Task 
Force Or:r, Cotio'e.t Co111.~nd "A", . r~s~e-.1. tr.-u ~tt!<lck at 0000 to com
plete 1 ts udssion of seizing and · eeoL.~.ring th&.t po:rt.lon ~t .D {]eaau 
in. ite zouo. Initially rea1stanc~ was light, bat .as t.'- 'li advar.ce 
oonti:r.;.e.i , rcsistanoo increased.. How\lvar. b3 1'00 the objaotive: ·
had beec reached and ~•our,d • 

24 Bat'telion, ' Gt!l Armored l nf8ntry Regin.tlnt, ;.<art cf. Taak 
;)orcs rrolborn, Cou;bat Co:r.lrland "B"• cont1nueJ tc· ueclll'e tlaJ left 
oeato.r o! Oombat Couand ".B• eoutlleae't of Deasau.. 

23 Avril 19~5i At !1r~ t light, ~!l P.lc .Force Boean continued 
~he attao~, mak~r~ goo~ ¥rogr~ o ~gain~\ 11ght~o position. At 
1000, ho•aver, a atrone ene::ty po;.'li t1 on· was enoouttt\tred e.nd the 
Taek Foroe s'tO.[JJJed to Toorge.niz• end to plall a coord1natad attack. 
A't 11.,0 th9 attack wae begun aga1n .•ith 1n!antry l~ad.1tlg due -:o 
poe.e1 b111 ~y 1..11 I.Un•e tdld .c.ua to in ten • panzerfat:.st f1r"' en tlut 
taLks 1! the tank$ broke defilade. Al tn.ough eome pro~resu 1Hl$ 
mad•, 1t wus eligh~ d e to in;ttntie cross il.re t:rca eutt.!.Da~1c 
wea ·~ ona arur the :fire fro:l panzeriauutu biitilt€ ...:. ed indirectly as 
mortaro. fh .:~ r1~:1.t column oncou.tJt~:;re..i a wire ob~ ;uclo _at 14~C 
end at tez:.rt !! to a lear .1 t of. .! i re , o t :: t litnttinsero cou.l.:l reeovo 

· &ines were ~nauooese!ul . - · 

The Combat C~~ender then ord ~eJ both col~mn~ to attack ut 
1630 with tstlk fl loa~.n .. nt.. , 20CeJi tin6 a.!l,f lo" :.1 oe d.u.~ ~o ,i}nnzo!'fau ~: ts 
tz.. d. :nines . .At 1630 1 a.!ter an intenaa arti 1-ar;,~ ;r~perut1on , the 
attaok oei;e.n and by l645 the objactivtl wa.s reacl'l\:d. Cot.">b t CoQ
mand 'l.A" , in th;;; · :aoant1;ne , iltld t c. ~en and oiieo:J.rod t.heir o~jeot1vfj. 
!h1a rJar~ d. the comk'lett) OOC '.lpo.t i on of liese~u. Soe.d block's and 
patrola ere a~t up. 

At 0700 a :force cono:.~ i(; t1 :18 o r Co.~r.pany E, 36 ~h Arrtor6d In
.fantry !io~1ment , attd Company Ot32d Armo.re<i Regiment , lias aent by 
Tack Forca R1chardson to Ak~Dn ~o rcl1twe th-a iorce of T:luk oz·oe 
Bogan 1n thnt to~n . 

At 0755 To.sl" . Force Bogan disp~tehed i;. force of cne oou:;.un¥ 
tanks ~:i one platoon 1n!. e.ntry tv_ co!)t1 r~ll~ tJwee; ing hfl l•OOd u 
l\'Q ;:, t of .:.easa:l• !hoy return_d at ·llCO en~ repo:ted f 1nd1t.g no 
ra ei stance. 

At •lsl; T&n~ Porce Richardson ld!~ tn~ sao~ritr iorce at A~en 
and the reaainder o! t :-.o t !:i S~t force .s :art"d move~~n~ !rom Kothan 
to the new billeting area. t1a unite ol csGd i n their r s ; eotivs 
ar otul at 1910 , and. t1.~e ·3d .BI.i tt~l.i on, 3~d Armored «e~imeot , revert
eel to 32d Armored Regimental con~.rol. · Headquurtar& }Gi .Ba~ tnl~on , 
3G~h Armorel Infantry aegi~ent , wau lccuted in Grillent~rg aLa . 
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S E C ii E T ------
;ta ba ttalicn was billated in to~n~ ! n t~ ~t v1cinity. 

' · 
j ~, ! ... 

~ f,t 164J t JC artill.,;ry _ail' Q.P re,t..or~ ed t-hat tha \,lridb u at 
0 98743 ;-. ,ri.! ~ ust been blown. -

lGt Battalion, 36 th A:r.:.ored lnfantr,.,. lteg iw.ent, .. a.::t o1 .Task 
Force Crr, continu~d to maintain de1ensiv& po~itiona in Desaau 
thr cuehou; the reriod. 

2d Battalion, 36th Ar .:-ored Infantry :aagir!t~nt t pa r t of Task 
Force ~telborn of Combat Colllllla.nd "Bn, continu -1 d to .eHtcure its sec
tor througilot.lt the r-ei:iod. It VlS.S antici ,: ated that 2d Battalion 
would move to the new assembly f:trea soc.cti~!e during the ruxt du.y. 

24 April 1945: Task Joroe Hogan remained in fOsiticn, ~e
curing .>-ts sector tllro~ghout the day. .During the morning, prior 
to dayli5ht, and again ~:fter dark, regular patrols were ~ade to 
contact Combnt Con:Ul&nd "A" on the right. 

T.he Combat Command wno s~taciled to 9th ln1untry Division at 
1630. 

lat Battalion, ~6th ~rruored Infantry Regiment, part of Combat 
Command "A", c~ntinuvd io defend ite sector. They were attached 
to the 9th Infantry Division affuctiV0 1545, and reruained under 
control of 9th Infantry Division ~ntil they sta~ted ~ovin~ to the 
new assc~b ly area. - · 

2d .Battalion, - 36th Armored Infantry Regimer.l, moved to new 
asae!r.ibly area vicinity Ve.ttarcde during the d ay :.u:d revertel.i to 
Regimental co r:.trcl, 36th Ar:::.ored In.f~.c.try Reg.!.tnar.t. 

3d Batttrlion, ' 6th Ar1r.cred Infantry Re,.;iment, le as Com~any !1; 
still in Aken, in their new asse ffiblj area, started reorganizing, 
cleanine; u.li ., and neoe .3sary maintenance. 

25 Aj 'ril 1:: 45: All attacoed troo,P u of other 'l.i.n1t e of the Di- · 
vision folere re leaaad d urinl; the day, und. reverted to tt>.eir reapec t
ive co~~ar.~s. On completion of the relief of the Combat Co~and 
by 9th l1fantry Diviaion at 1630, the Combat Co~r~ reverted to 
ccntrol of 3d Armored Livision. Combat Command CP moved at 1725 
to new area vicinity Ram~elbur0 and clcued at 2130. 

lst ~attulion, 36th ~rmored Infantry n~giment, continued to 
occt..pJ t..1.eir sector, undar Combat Com~nu ttA", unti l late in the 
aft Jrnoon when relief waa effected by 9th In!antry Divi~ion. 3d 
Armored ~iviaion planned to ~ove the 3uttalion the !ollowicg morn
in0 to the ;6th Ar~ored Intantry Regi=ent ass~~bly area, at _ which 
ti~e it would rev~rt to regi~ent~l cuctrol. 
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S E C R E T --------
2d But t a\ lion and 3d .Battalion, 36th J:'lrmored In! an try :te&i

m~nt, :re.::J.ainf::u in their ~l eO tor, ar ... d. proc \$eaed ·~i th clean-u.i.<', l·~
creetion and ,maintenance. 

- -

H Corrrpen~!, 36th .t.rmored Iufa:ltr,.v Itegim,)nt, wa3 raliov-ed at 
Aken durin4-: the Ja..l, alld joined th.a 3d .Ba tta.li on in their a.n ~ embly 
era a. 

26 
tali on, 
bivouac urea, -vicinity Wippru, and be15au maint~nano~. olean-up, 
and recreation. The 2d and 3d Battalion;~ continued with x:..ainten
anoe and recreation, through 28 April 194~. Cn 29 April l S45, 
the Regiment moved south to new assembly areas with Headquarters 
and Service Company vicinity Greuss~n, lst J3a. ttalion v:1.oini ty 
Weissensee, 2d .Battalion vicinity K.ollooa, ar.:.d 3d Battalion vi
cin~ty Gros ucnehrich. 

At the end o!' the 11eriod the companies were paid off, began 
anew en their maintenance and clean-up, and .:;. re1-are-d - to s tart on 
a tr!lining and recreation schedule on the lat ot. flay. 

(h) Commanding Officers in Imp crt&nt .:;ngag .,l u.ont : 

36 t ; ... Armored Iniuntry B.egi!foent 
1st Battalion, 36tn Armd In! Regt 
2d Bat tali on, ) (; th Ardld In:! l=tegt 
3d Bat tali on, 36t:t ;,rl£ld 1-n! Regt 

{ l ) Changes io Cou.w"Uind: 
Lt Col T. J. Moran Cc.iilii.anaed 2d .Bat tali on 
lJaj or lionalJ. J. .Paehek oo.u:u.anded ~ d Bn 
Ca~t Harvey K. Bubenzer coll..ll4anded 2d Bn -

k 11t or .Robert E. Ch.aney ooiianand d-d 3d Bn 
Ma or Gordon P. Th oruao co;u.manJ ~d 3d .Bn 
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:from 
!rom 

. trom 

:!rom 
from 
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Col R L Howze 
Lt Col W li Orr 

Lt Col T J :L oran 
Uaj R E Chaney 

- 13 .A t- ri l 194:;. 
14- 17 b.pril :i 945. 
18- 3: .... Apr i l 1S45. 

1- 14 April 194~ • . 
15- 30 A.~ril 1 ~45. 



8-E-C-R-E-f 

(J.) lDSSim lB ACTIOJU 

-28-

' 
. I 

DAD OF Cl\SU!tLTY . :r li*Il lWS 

. 
I' "' ' :· }j_ '/ 



- 29 -



:-. 

1-----

~'- ' ., c AS!l · . GRADE 

- 30-

. · ., . APril. 1046 
• , .. , .. lef; ·_- • ·_-~. 'I. .. ftA t:. , . ., .. ~-.....-~ 

· 8 ·.APU '1945 
··" 8 · '.Mil'U 1945 

._ 7 APrU 1945 
• ·APrn 1945 
e ·.APrU .1945 
f t.,P.'rU 3.945 . 

. 6 JPU ·19f.S . 
. 6 ,uua11 191Wi 
. 7 J»rll 1945 ' 
8 APn11945 

. '1 .a,prU 1945 
. y J.Pt"11 1945 
' • APril 1945 
'1 J»nl. 1945 
6 JPi.ll.MS 
a-~ .1M5 a JF111945 

. 8 "''lPril. 1945 
_8 JP'U 1945 
• .Qr111945 
6 !Pri11945 

. • AF1J.l.M5 
6 JF111946 
6 Alrl11946 
9 APt'U 1945 
9 APXi-11945 
o ~u 1945 
9 AF11 ' l945 
7 IJ)l"ll 1945 . 
o .-u -1945 
6 JtPrU 1946 

10 A:Pr11 1945 
10 APril 1945 
10 .API"il 1945 

. l.O ~11 1945 
10 sru 1945 
10 A,Prll 1945 

9 J'r.l)rU 1945 
l1 APrU 1945 
u ~u 1945 
l1 A,PrU 1945 . 
J.a ~111945 
10 jprll 1945 
10 ·J.PrU 1945 · 
l2 AF11.1945 
,J.O APril 1945 
l.O p_prU 1945 
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-- ASB 

!nrnbough, Willard A. 37629105 
Wagner, Prank 328Gl528 
Graves, John u. 34914G44 
MoDow.ell, Roser c. 14030658 

· Montalbano, Joseph 42188848 
malinoaki, Adolph A. 31417772 

GRADE DATE 0:? CJ.SUALTr 

17 .April 1945 
17 April 1945 
18 April 1945 

Duncan, Ralph L. 37749745 
Parr, Henry c. 33596218 · 
Michaud, Henry H. '31433007 

S Sg't 
Cpl 
Pvt 
Pte 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pvt 
!eo 5 
P!o 
·P!o 

· 18- April 1945 
18 April 1945 
17 April 1945 
17 April 1945 
17 April 1945 
17 April 1945 
17 .April 1945 
17 .April 1945 
17 April 1945 
17 April 1945 
15 April 1945 
15 April 1945 
15 April 1945 
13 April 1945 . 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 Jprir 1945 
18 April 1945 

Jdama, Jesse J. 336608'6 
Sarve.r, Edward G. 33091059 
Stephenson, Herman 44013649 
Zuniga; J 0 e !. sr. '7754077 

_. Skaggs, Everett l!. 35655052 
Zaccaria, JaQea A. Jr. 31411156 
Sheridan, Ja~s E. · ·15337565 
Wiechman, Martin Yf. 37747684 
Aroia, Ja~es - "721225 
furnbull, Grant H. 39022533 
Booth, Eugene R. . 42177292 
Donovan, Clarence I. '6716224 
Stogner, Leverte . _ 38657755 
Wilaon, Warren D. 42099044 
Smith, B111a B. Jr. 44017708 
Wood, Eugene ~. 54865306 
Schwertly, Harvey x. 42142644 
Thibeault, R~eo 31100231 
Yoring, uo~er L. 44038744 
Smith, Gordon c. 33713434 
Denniston, Donald w. 39476473 
Seymour, Vincnet w. 31471851 
Roberta, George L. . 36254000 
Barrett, John H. 33838526 
Peterson, warren c. 37010599 
Cavin, Raymond c. 6272411 
Newcomb, Ja •s o. 35480741 
Aspinall, Sam R. 31320547 
Baker, Edwin c. 33903331 
Meschini, Maroe l J. 314 32899 · 
Paige, Tracy 44017583 
Skallerud, Lowell R. l705f1777 
Jaques, Earl K. 31372476 
Jones, Alan J!. · 19177612 
Malone, Prank s. 33822964 
Lewis, Eltua c. 180&2455 
Steudinger, Benjao~n 33838289 
Everett, Morgan R. 33942880 
Berton, Leno L· - 31433747 
Roberts, Albert R. 33713452. 
Antonucci, John J. 31436566 
Hayden, Henry E· 33860325 
Haves, Gerald w. 37589058 
Stabler, Arthur L. 33814493 
Hershey, Chester L. 33802852 
Bernardio, John L. 01321990 

S Sgt 
Pvt 
Prl 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pte 
P.to . 
Pv\ 
Sgt. 
Pte 
Pvt 
Pv~ 
Pvt 
Pvt 

·Pvt 
Pfo 
!eo 5 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Cpl 
P!o 
P!o 
Pvt 
5 Se;t. 
S Sgt 
P!c 
Teo 5 
Sgt. 
Pte 
Pvt 
Pvt 
P!o 
Pfc 
Pte 
S Sgt 
Pvt 
Prl 
P!o 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pta 
Pvt 
S Sgt 
lst Lt 

.. <Ill "1 -~ - ""o'S 
~ ..... -~-l .. --~.:.: 

- 16 April 1945 
18 .April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 Jpril 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 .April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 Arr1l 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
17 April 1945 
13 April 1945 
13 April 1945 
13 April 1945 
13 .April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
16 April 1945 
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_- Wright, .Lnia J., ' . ~ 150827)4 · P~a - tla .April 1945 
Cole-, Delbert 1.. · · --,6444235 Pto "· ·-~J.S .-April 1945 

·-·- :ru..r~ado, Alfred. J. _ ·514:54,20 Pvt-. ··\· - _ \18 April 1945 · 
Denn1a, -Ja.mee R· . ,5611818 -P!o - -\ ,j la .April 1945 -

_ R<>b•l't•• La Yel,'%1• l. - ' '69711'0 Pte \ \ la. April l945 
- Cooper, Robe~t llf.., _ '5905176 . Pvt \ \ 18\ Ap.ril 1945 

Deasautela, Pau.l .A.. :!>1418212 P:to \ '-~8 ~p.ril 1945 
'Dab be,· Allton · L. · '}4885854 P!o · ., ,,_ ~8 .A)t)ril \~945 

. Oara1or1, l:rank .· · . 42176859 Pte - \\ _- 16 .Ap~1l .1945 
· ·Layer, (Jl•nn w. ·· -587:52867 :no · \ \ 15\ .Aprt1 1945 
. Peshek; ltonal4 J •· · .- · 0'2847' . . Jlaj . -~ , -~- 18 \ April 194-5 
- Orange, · William .A· 'Jr ''889204 Pfc _ ·-, 16 lpr!l l94S., _:.~~-

Davie, Lowell s. . ~ 36916199 Pvt , -16 April 1945·· :;, · ""c!\ 

lleahen, - Jerome ~. ' _ 57775721 Pvt 18 April 1945 ~:~ :,- ~--
.~~ Owena, Bick ·: .-- · · .. _ -)4912421 _He 1 18 ~pr$.1 1945 ··'\'t. · ' · .f; 
· Bardy; ·. l>Quglaa p.. ·l · 348:57691 ·, -;Pta . ~ :--- 18 . April 1945 '-:·-~~c-.> 

·nanlot Edmond ·- >. 31454505 ·Pfo · t .- ·18 \April. 1945 . ;~" ,~> 
llowd•n, Bnt~• B· Jr."'< :53598218 ·P!c : · lS !pril '1945 \ \_·,"'-. 
Basee, ))on ·1. .• : · 37:57~105 · Pv• .\ -·1a .April 1945 - \\, > 
Pritt; Jlaymon4. L. ·- - '5066148 Ito ': 15 April 1945 1 . \ 
Rouse, ~ Merle E. · ·-,7753716 ·.Pte . __ 15 April 1945 \ '\ 
!IOt.U"ant, .•George M• -12021211 · 8gt -.. • 15 April .1945 \ \' 

· Jtoeeley, W1111aca a. · ,,856824 · .Pfo _1, April 1945 . I., . 

.. Young, "Hawley &. ·,. '7016026 · - S Sgt -16 April 1945 ·\ , 
.- _ · 1fr1sht • .Andrew J Jr ''951442 _ Pte 19 •pr11 ·1945 ~-

Caner, Golden H. -440,6155 ,- Pvt 17 April 1945 .\ 
- Junk, Ber=u '5850247 ·. Pvt . 18 April 1945 
• - Bel4,- J ohn · w. 37638682 Pv1 ·1s April -. 1945 

Huntley, Cbarlea c. ·34935503 Pto ... . ,. .· 14 April 1945 
·Marcus, Gilmer L. 349,7252 Pte - ·- 13 April 1945 ·, 
Gutierre~, - Pete '7704687 Pvt · 14 April 1945 

· Atwood, Alvili E. 38576729 P!o · 19 April 1945 
.- l3ai1ey-, Wilbuz s. ''854666 Pfc · 19- April 1945 
·. ) iason, John 'I· Jr. - · '7424742 Prl - · .19 April 1945 

Sp.rake, John R. · · ·1400.,679 Pfa - 19 April 1945 
· ·1farotta, Patrick A· '14,6902 .Pvt 19 April 1945 

Seidenatein, Leate~ 42169023 ·pvt 19 Jpril 1945 
Rader, Marvin '2322115 . s Sst 19 Ap¥11 1945 
Cobb, Leland D· ,-r683811 S Sgt 19 April 1945 
Carrier, William 35807065 Pfc 19 April 1945 
L••• Elton J. '7776198 Pto 19 April 1945 
S~ch, James J. 369119~ Pte 19 April 1945 
Lester, lewil w. 42165859 P!c 19 April 1945 

_ l'Ja.rrow, Morris J. · ',58618916 Pte -_ 19 April -1945 
-stepien, John !. ;60}6068 s _Sgt 19 April 1945 
Weat, Edward G. 15101651 s Sgt 19 April -1945 
Wissler, Russell s. 33148660 f Sgt 19 April 1945 
Adcock, Mil ton E· · 37712620 -Pvt · 18 April 1945 
Ringler, norman L. 33574127 Cpl · · 19 April 1945 
Chaney, Robert E· 0351085 · Kaj 15 April 1945 
Hammett, Alphie B. }8641301 Cpl 20 April 1945 
i.luea. Roy H. 01:,526220 lat Lt. 20 April 1945 
Coleman. RobfJrt -E. · 14035328 Pvt 20 April 1945 
Oliver, John F. . 15076802 Sgt. 20 Apr.il 1945 
Skelley, Jack B· 33940255 P!o 20 April 1945 
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DeSanti, Jrturo 31429907 Pre 20 April 1945 
1'1ae, J ack B.. . 6667920 Pte 20 April 1945 
Dcmrow, l'recleriok w. :-;s6919,51 -Pvt - 20 April 1945 
Wisnet~ski , _ .Robert J.. · f21.8l328 Pte- _20 _April 194 5 

. Yuno, Roger B. - · ~94587~6 - Pfc 20 April 194-5 
Xrehely, John P. 42184582 P:to 20 .Ap.r 11 1945 
lmi th, Jam• a R· ~07:5647 ~ec 4 20 .April 1945 

r 

lfay, Walter w. Ol29D968 ls~ Lt 20 Aplil 1945 
'folouyn, Bdwar4 J. '~02104 :Pv~ 20 Jp dl 1945 ::--~~, 
Cordell, Earl !C. '49a70:5.D PZc 20 A.Pril 1945 .... 
lliokey, Leodoro .A. .,1468259 Pte 20 .Ap%11 1945 · i ~-
H•bnly,,BUl w. '~47-t66 !vt ' 21 April 1945 i-.,lL~;.;. 
Servia, Boy "'· _ 36987215 Pv~ 21 April 1945 
Crtultpley, James 'f/. ~32218 Sst 21 .lprll 1945 
Collins, El'Will E. ,62281,0 -. · P~c 21 A~ril 1945 
llatit Jacob B· '69SOl72 Pro 21 April 1945 
Co:nnera, Lawrence L. ,1166099 S Sg1 21 .April 1945 
Reub, Bonal4 -D. ' ~7716,15 Me 21 April 19.5 
Easterday, Leltoy E. '748147• Pvt- 21 .April 19'5 
Stump, clarence v. -1,17705, · . Pv-t 21 April-·1945 
Shadrick, Amol4 .A. · )3956806 - Pvt 21 .April 1945 

· _Jackson, Robert 0 ,7004899 · !ec 5 21 4Pril 194 5 
Curran, Richard -J. 4218~593 - He 21 April 194-5 

· !heobald~ Erne•t B-· -3631~26 S 881 21 April 1945 
Boberie, Calvin J). '7748727 -- Pro - 21 April 1945 
DeCreaoen&o,- B!ldngildo __ 0421.85595 - Pte 17 !pril -1945 
Render, Harold J. _ '2160295 8 Sgt 18 A~ril 1945 
Ramos, Panl l· · '5'73S649 - Pfo - lfJ .AJ:rtl 1945 -
Jllderaon. Dirt P. 44-026323 Pvt 18 Avril lt45 
Bartel, lionel y. 31,996S7 s -sgt 18 April 1945 
La~tto, Carmon J. 42184359 Pvt 21 April 1945 
Lia1, Pasco J. Jr. .,1470169 Pvt 21 A~ril 1945 
»Yrley, Lattie 35134761 S Sgt 21 lpr.Ll 1945 
Sadowski, Edward J. '3844824 teo 5 21 ipril 1945 
Vater, :Pnnk E· - -17041846 P!c '18 April 1945 

-Verotte, Joseph v. 34075554 Pte 19 J;r1l 1945 
Kur~, warren c. '4572050 Pto ·18 April 1945 
Lambrecht, Leonard R. 36228054 Sg' 18 ~pr11 1945 
Stacy, John J. 42101354 Pvt 16 April 1945 
Snow, Arthur c. 37067373 Pfc -18 April 1945 
Ashworth, Wilson P. 314488'4 P!o 18 April 1945 
Kitchell, warren m. '4936011 Pte 18 April 1945 
Goldborg, Arnold 42176260 Pvt 18 Apr.ll 1945 

. Walker, LOwell K 35171482 Pte l8 April 1945 
Martin, Paul E. 37646184 P!o 21 April 1·;45 
Mott, Harold K. 3691848~ - Pvt 21 April 1945 
Jurbman, Morton 31436827 Pv~ 19 April 1945 

. Donaldeon, John R· . 51457313 Pte 21 April l J45 
Eckert, Arthur J. 33609889 Pvt 21 April 1945 
Trent, Charles D. ;605853' ~to 21 April 1945 
Douthit, John tr. 37693113 Pfo 21 April 1945 
Micbalitsch, ~oseph L _ 37590185 P£c 21 April 1945 
Beauchemin, Armand · 31436763 Pte 21 April 1945 
Appleton, Thomas w. Jr. 42184633 Pfo 21 April 1945 
DtXIP:.JUDUIXXXXXXXJt.XJ.&BU&UmmxxxDnJXYXXI!!IX)nxllW 



. (i) LOS5E~·· l.N .ACTIOlf 

l!A.VE ASN 
Sohrotberger, Dale L. 36990465 
Brannan, Aubrey t. 3120269 0 
Dolin,. David R. · 32845683 -
Aroteky, · .AbrahaiD '1274535 
N1ern1, Ralph E. 01014371 
van Hoose, Howard . 3577737'3 
Tricarico. Frank A. 42175055 
Aker, :rred !. 4·!03:5086 
Kinn, Edward L. 0511701 
Palmer, !drain. p. }4989990 
Cbadw1Qk, Alpin c. 39549033 
Jones, Wilbon !!. 20"}60460 
Mitchell, Byron '4689259 
Solami, SaM 7• 36744925 
Bookenemi th, cla.rcnoe 37729738 
Whitmire, Floyd n. Jr. S3610659 
Boland, Robert A· '5894469 
saponaro, Rocoo »· '2909210 
Darbee, Harold o. '6117964 
Van Hout•n, !trtre-tt 42142686 
Abernatbr, Kenneth A· '7596136 
!ippie, .L.B~ (io) 02005516-
sutton, Gregory P. . 34947221 
Robertson, -R.B. (1o) ~601254 
Scurry, frederick o. Jr.44026296 
Armstrong, Dc-r..Ald L. ,684,351 · 
Mccann, Heroh~l H. l-403)949 
Ritter, Edward. ur .L. · .,5901658 -
Pool, John R. ,9304665 
Graham, E.ichard L. j70l628' 
Haid, R&lph N. sr j5715230 
Kanp, John G. '7120329 
Sprowl, Cll.ltrlefl E· . '6960678 
Pinn, E.iclulrd !. '6819082 
Dnnchick, J~a~ph 32142899 
~hellefsen. fler:d.ll A. 42099960 
Roan, Francis e. 20118352 
Quayle, ·Thot:af! 1). 01297250 
Kott, Edwr;.rt! J. 32709197 
HestGr 1 Edt1Ud G.. 33921971 
Hans oo., Ervin o. 31466256 
Michie, Phillip J\. 31343997 
Nearhood, il71n H. 16148108 
Cox 1 r..alph '!1. 01318652 
Miller, Rcb~~t E. 35915194 
Imbroto, Jo:seph P. · 32176196 
Snover, Sa~~ie J. 36573717 
Miller, William c 35045759 
Jaglurnki, casi~er s. 36908249 
Tohulka, Ricb~rd H. 35171603 
Robertsun, Ffiell ~. 34657221 
Bieber, Ar~old . ~2598005 
Berr?, Jaoeo !1. 3370246.3 
Finch, Che.r~.eo tl... 42112915 
Fort{:-, Jor.w J. 33837169 

(Continued) 
QlUDE 

ipfo 
Pf'o 
Pvt 
Yeo -' 5 . 

: lst1 Lt. 
' Pvt 
:Pt~ 
:r·v\ 

, 2nd L·t 
:Pfc 

· 8 Sgt 
ssgt 
!'!o , no 
?.to 

· P!o 
Pfa 
P!o · 
s s "t s tg 
~e 
lat L\ 
S.gt 
ifo 
Pte: 

·· Me 
! tSgt 
S .Sgt 
S&-t. 
~~~~a 5 
Sg1 
Sgt 
!'to 
Pte; 
Ftc 
rvt 
PV't 
lot Lt 
P£c 
J!•.rt 

?!o 
I)fa 
1st Lt 
Tee 5 
Pvt 
?vt 

. S Sgt 
F£c 
?tc 
:?v·t 
SO't 
r2c 
Pvt 
Sgt 

.·"j: ·~ f"T ..... - :-1: 

DATE OF CASUALTI 

21 .April 1945 /" 
18 :April 194 5 
21 April 1945 
16 .Ap_ri1 1:945 
13 April 194'5 
15 April 1945 
17 April 1945 
17 A;>l'il 1945 
18 A»r1l 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 .April 1945 
19 Ap%11 l9f5 

. 19 April 1945 
21 April 19i5 
21 April 1945 ~~~-- · 
21 April 1945 .:.· 
21 April l9l5 ~ 
21 A:vril 1945 1

;\, ~ 
19 April 194 5 . :.~~~) 
19 April ,1945 
19 April :19•5 
21 April 1945 
21 Jlpril 1945 -
21 A,Pril 1945 
22 A»ril 1945 
22 Aprll 1945 
2i. .April 1945 
21 .A~ril 1945 

. 19 .. l;tril 1945 
22 April 1945 
19 .\pHl 1915 
19 April 1945 
19 April 194 5 
19 April 1945 
19 A<p .rU 1945 

· 22 April 1945 
7 April 1945 . 

21 .Aprll 1945 
ll April 1945 
20 ~~~11 1945 
lS .A:)ril 1945 

. .21 ''P ri 1 194 5 .. ,r, ,..1 ii:;Jril 194 5 
21 i1p ril 1945 
18 April 1'J45 
20 Aprll 194-5 
21 A;r il 1945 
21 Avril- 1945 
22 Ap :d..l -194 5 
22 April 1945 
1e Avrll 194 5 

. sl6 AI·ri 1 194 5 
18 April 1945 
14 .April 1945 
21 A~1ril 1945 

.....,; ... ~,J-.......... ...;..;. ... J... 
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(1) 

I 1· 

Oentrell, Sam -
Ma%!ra1 Cerlo t;t. 
Martin• Orville D. 
Zabel, Lawrence 11. 
Oornolius, Roy A. 
Durney; lrvinB o. 
Duff t _ld:Nal"d .B. 
Oonnors, Gerald . 
ltUburn, D.?.E. (io) 
Finke• Bonw.n F. 
La.reont Robert L. 
Johnson, -Carl J. 
Kahn, Herbert 
Donovan, Art.llu.r &. 

Asrt [ >t ' @ ] ....... -- ,. 

(Continued) 

_ GRA!iE 

20 April 1945 
14 April 1945 
14 .dpl'U 1945 
14 t.pril 1945 
15 AiirU 1945 
15 April 1945 
16 April 1945 

-;--;. lG Agrtl 1945 
_./ -:,\ 10 Aprtl 1945 
• - C:.i 14 1t.pril 1945 

· '\. , ~· 14 Anril 1945 
.J 1.,, I .. ./ #w-

·~ - ~ 14 AprU 1945 
14 .April 1945 
15 A_p :ril 194 5 

( 3) Former tmd Present -Member-s ~lho nave D1stin.gu1eh0d 
n.temsel ven in Action a 

D'A.!. . m~t~tm ~lt~i f ~Ht Qf A{1~lD A' lO!UT 
diar ' z-· JW 00 4 tl~{' Jadt 1?., l;a_p. .;;) var · u 

scot • Joaeph s,, 01,20970 l:st Lt - Silver s~ 3" AD 00 4' u 
tusoheck , Rol~nd .a., OlS276l2 24 Lt ~iilver ~tor 'd AD GO 4:!> 
Gomez. Glynn c •• 54230679 s Sgt Silver star 3d AD GO 4' Joll:nson. JarneG G., · 3:3820:549 s Sgt Silver st~r )tl .A.D GO 43 
Horgan• ~nooth L •• 39049141 ?:fe Si .lvor St:..u- - )d ill.} GO 43 
5'\~inger, Frnntt,; J". ,,674051 Pfo - ~Cluster to .B.s. :;a Ji.D GO 43 
i 'bi t e t :rXUL"lM n., ~068258 Pfo · Clu.nter to B. J . 'd .r.o\D GO 4:5 
Howze, Robert L. Jl~.' 016055 Col. lirol"..ze Star ,-d .;\l) t•o 4} 
~.-oung Carl J'.' 36078460 !: Sgt J3ro!U'So Sto.r 'd All (tO 4' I . ' t ~ 

narlow1 Zrnest .L. Jr., 20;61922 ,.. 
~~g 't Bronze ~; t.ar 3d Al.) GO 43 .;;, 

Martin, ~there E., 34818) 59 s 3gt ilron.ze St <:o.r 3d AD G{) 43 
Haid, l tnl ph E. t ,,7752~0 Sgt .Bronze St:a' -3d AD GO 43 
Ksup, John G., 31120)2-9 "'gt Bronze at~ }d. AD GO_ 43 tJ " 
Nordlwld, :Jor.!~1u •r ,?032925 T 5 _l\ronzo Jt-::;.1• 3d AD GO 43 .. , . 
Korvoaki1 Ed9tard P., ;)1392196 Pte Bronze Ut~ :5d Ar; GQ 4.3 
Penix, E.arl :;5244075 ;te Dronao St,:.a· :5d AD GO 43 
~ualterG , t tll i um 't·. :;13920$5 Pic llronzo St -J.r ~d .:ill (¥{) 4:; ...... , 
liowlol' Paul n., 42120976 l':t'o nro r-..ze ;;t <:'.ll' 

,, 
i J.: Gc 4' ti 

Sprow . , Cho.rlea , 369608'19 .?fa E~onze 
... ;a ~w GO 44 v t~ ;J;J: 

Ca.tta, Yiill1om P., ,2757840 ?Vt · . .Bronze tlt~ 3d Jill GO 44 
~rippie, L. D., 02005516 lat Lt ~~Uver ~tar 3d ~\D GC 45 
Ca ble, 11a.ul s 01326804 l·~"'" Lt ZUver ~;t$.t' ;5d AD G0 - 50 

~· 
..,I# 

'i?rederioks, Dale jj .,, 01'327615 2d Lt Silver S~ ::..t .. 3d. Ail GO 50 
finyma.n, li.1cllard L., ,7110546 s ~ ..... ..... Oilv·or star 3d .AD GO 50 Ot;, w 

~~Ull1v~, Jolm l. Jr., ::54871604. ~· Sgt DU~T ~tar 'd AJ) 00 50 ~ 

Di G1ambatt1:.trt1, Louis 4211840, .:?fc Silver St:.;r 3d A:ti ·GO 50 
Hughes, Ed·.1ard E., 35295438 rro Silv-er t;:t ct;,. .,.. ...... 3d ;\:!) GO 50 -v~u-

Lopez, Conri:ul.o :a. • 38065020 1-"':fo suvor Sto.r 3d .-\D GO so· 
s~m_poon, George. s., 33945528 Pfo Silver :Jt3.l" 5d .i\.D co 50 
Costello, Joh .. "l A., . 01057391 lat Lt Bronze D+·"- 3d till GO 50 -~ ..... 
StaplGton, Raymo!ld o •• 37016£94 3 Zgt Bronze ~t~ 3d. AD {i~J 50 
Gerag;b"t".ft :.l:llor.ltm E. t 39206025 ~gt Bron2o $tc.r )d AD GO 50 
St~lte 1 Jolln R., 3lLJ347l5 .. t Bronze ilt~ 3d .. w GO so vg 
Itr-c U ay, .licl. ph 337~30701 tfc ~~ 

l\>t;~ )u ~w Qt.) 50 .i.)l:'O!lZO 



S-E-C-R-E-T 

(j} Former and Present Membera Who Have Distinguished 
Themselves in Action: (Continued) 

N.AME 
Clark·, Stanley H., 
Gurley, Jake w., 
§ Bronze Star 

ASN 
314656~2 
14009096 

GRADE 
Pfc 
Pfc 

TYPE OF AWARD . 
Bronze Star 
Bronze Star 

+ 

AUTHORITY 
3d AD GO 50 
3d AD GO 50 

1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment and Medical Se$tion, 3d 
Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment were awarded the Presidential 
Citation Award as per General Orders No. 54, dated 30 April 1945 - 3d AD, 
See attached oopy -

(k) Photographs: None. 

(1) Inclosures1 
1. Journal. 
2. True Copy, General Orders No. 54, 3d AD - dated 

30 April _l945. 
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GE~TERJJi ORDERS ) 

J:lilltiDER • • • 54 ) 

R-E-S-T-R-I-0-T-E-D 

!IE.ADQUARTERS THIRD AruiORED DIVI SIOfi 
AP-0 253 

BA'.fTLE HONORS 

30 April 1945 

In accordance with the provisions of WD Circular 333, 22 December 
1943, and ~s approved by Commanding General, First United States Army, 
the following units are cited for outstanding performance of duty in 
action against ·tho enemy, These units are entitled to a citation 
streamer; individuals assigned or attached are authorized the award 
of the Distinguished Unit Badge or Oak Leaf Cluster thereto, whichever 
is appropriate. The ci tatiom follow: 

§ 

1ST BATTALION, 36TH .AiillORED UfFANTRY REGI1iEUT 

The lat Ba.ttalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment ia cited for 
outstanding perform?noe of duty in action against the enemy in Germany 
during the period 12 to 22 September 1944~ The lst Battalion, 36th · 
Armored Infantry Regiment, on 12 September 1944 was assigned the mission 
of supporting an armored task force in its drive to smash the defenses 
of the Siegfried Line. Anti-tank obstacles retarded the progress of 
armor, and the battalion was co~tted to overrun strongly fortified 
defensive positions overlooking the obstacl~n. In two days -of fierce 
fightine against a deterrlined enemy the lst _Battalion, 36th f..r;nored 
Infantry Regiment succeeded in overpowering enemy defenses und pene
trating the firnt fortified belt of the "West Wall" . Over difficult 
terrain overlooking the second fortified belt this fighting force then 
atta ;ked to force a bridgehead through tbe second belt of dragon's 
teeth. Vigorous hostile action wao COlh"lterbalanced by an insuperable 
urge to close with and destroy ·the enemy wherever found. Against 
tremendous odds the battalion succeeded in establishing a bridgehead 
and for three days repulsed vigorous ene~J counterattacks launched 
against it in an effort to break the battalion's foothold north of the · 
dragon's teeth on critical terrain. On 18 September 1944, after infantry 
ele:nents on the left and right failed to advance, the 1st Battalion was 
given the vi tal mission of withdrawing fxom its salient and attac!ting 
the strongly fortified town of llUNSTERBUGCH. Its fighting spirit un
dimmed, the 1s t Battalion withdrew under pressure, launched ~~e assault. 
The enemy poured deadly fire into its r~s Liflicting severe los0ea 
on the atto.ckers . The enemy fough.t -sG.vagely which often resulted in 
ha.nd-to- ha.nd combat. Despite enor:rn.ous looses incurred in t.hia offensive 
the 1st Battt~ion allowed-the enemy no respite. Defending the town 
stu.bbornly the enemy employed tank, m.ort ::.:.r, artillery, and automatic 
weapons fire and fanatically held their positions un-til either killed 
-or overpowered by unrelenting pressure. Luring ~~e period 12 - 22 
Sentember 1944 the lst Battalion demonstrated cxtraordinar;; heroism, 
exhibited gallantry, determination and e3pirit de corps in overco~ng 
unusually difficult and hazardous conditions. The unconqueruble spirit 
displayed by the 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment in attack 
::11issionn af.!'ainnt irrroortant objectives nade possible more de:::1dly blows 
against the enem.~r on Gcr:::nn soil. 

- 1 --c_-,;. _ o _ fll n T ,., m -n· "':"'l 
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GENERAL ORDERS Bo. 54 (Oont•d) • • " '~ '1"''1 \ ..... " 

GDICAL SECTION, . THIRD BA$Ti'J..ION, 36TH .AI\.mOlTh'L Ill1A!~TI Y 
· R11CJ :DIENT 

the Medical Section, 3rd Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, 
is cited for outstanding performance of duty in action in Germany during 
the period from 17 to 21 September 1944. Throughout this bitter engage
ment, the edical Section, 'rd. Battalion, 36th Ar.:nored Infantry Regi!nont 
labored unceasingly despite devastating hostile artillery, mortar, and 
small arm3 fire, administering medical oid and evacu.at~ng casu3.l ties. 
Although several members of the section were themselves painfully wound
ed, they denied themselves treatment or r est until their patients had 
been c~ed for. On one occasion, when an adjacent battalion was forced 
back, leaving the aid station unprotected, the members o! the section 
contL"lued their care for the \\'Ou.nded, realizing that to move ihe patiant1 
would have been, in many cases, fatal. Litt er squads operat ed in t he 
f ace of intense fire between the aid eta ti ,n and advanced u.ni ts, eva
cuating casualties. Aid men moved with foremo ot asaault units, render
ing immediate medical treatment to the wounded. The unflinchi ng courage 
and superb devotion to duty displayed by the members of the Medical 
Sect?.on, 3rd :sat -~Glion, 35th .Armored Infantry Regi ment, ·directly rc-
sul ted in the saving of' many lives, exeiaplifying the highes t tradi tiona 
of tl1e military service. 

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER G.Ell.EHAL HICK.EYs 

OFFI CI.:'\L: 

Is/ROBERT M. GANT, 
ROBERT M. G.&lil'T, 

Lt Colonel, -Adjut~mt General's Depnrt~nt, 
Adjutant General. 

A TRUE COPYs 

I t Regt 

- 2 -

JOHN A. s.tiiTn, JR., 
Colonelt G.3.~., 
Chi e:f' of Stu!'!' . 


