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Zane L Strickland Military Records 

In Search of Strickland 

Despite my Sgt.-Rock-comic-book- and countless-war-movie-fueled badgering, my grandpa Strickland only talked about his time in WWII to me once – for about five minutes. 

One day, when I was about 10, he appeared in their living room with a small box. 

“I know you like war stuff. I thought you might want to see these,” he said as he handed me the box. 

I opened it to reveal a pile of medals and ribbons. I’d never even seen, much less 

touched, any real object from WWII – and these were  medals. 

I pulled a bronze star from the box, held it reverently and then looked up at him. 

“Are you a hero?” I asked. 

“No, son, I’m no hero,” he replied softly. “The heroes didn’t come back.” 

He took the bronze star, put it in the box, turned and walked away. 

Ever since that day I wondered about his time in the war. 

Who did he know? What did he see? When was he there? Where did he go? 

Thirty years later, after he passed away, I did sporadic research in an attempt to discover his war history. 

I didn’t have his records, his service dates, his unit, his military ID number or much of anything to go on. I didn’t get very far. 

After my grandmother passed away, we were 

sorting through stacks of documents and photos. 

In the documents I found my grandfather’s 

Army discharge. I was thunderstruck. I had 

spent many long years in frustration because I 

did not have his service number, service dates, 

campaigns or any other critical information 

required to find his military service history. 

Now I had his service dates and his service 

number. 

This information enabled me to make a formal 

request for his records from the National 

Personnel Records Center. Unfortunately, the 

results were negative. Like many WWII vets, 

his records were destroyed in a fire at the military records repository in St. Louis, MO on July 12, 1973. 
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On Memorial Day of 2014 I posted a photo of him on Facebook. 

An old schoolmate of mine and Army veteran, Jerry O’Brien, 

immediately commented on my grandfather’s unit – the 3rd 

Armored Division. Jerry recognized that from the left shoulder 

patch in the photo. 

This gave me something solid to start with. 

I started with the 3rd Armored Division and worked down from 

there. I took all the clues I had from our family stories, passed 

down through the years, and pursued each one. 

A recurring theme was that he was a medic and some of the stories 

concerned rescuing wounded soldiers under fire. 

Many, many hours of research later I found and purchased a copy 

of the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel Directory that 

had been compiled at the end of the war. 

There, on page 30, was my grandfather’s name, albeit misspelled, 

as it was his entire time in the military. 



That was a very big moment. There it was, in print, in black and white. I had finally found him. 

When you do family history research, finding an ancestor’s signature or name in print is a major milestone. After months, or years, of nursing a theory about someone, the physical confirmation makes all of your time and hard work worthwhile. 

Now that I knew his unit I did a systematic search through every photo of that outfit I could find online. 

Night after night I clicked through thousands of images of the 3rd Armored Division and the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment. I never did find a photo of him. 

Night after night I read through war diaries, histories and books about his units. I never did find mention of him. 
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Then, late on the night of June 20, 2014, while following links from yet another of hundreds of searches on his unit, I ended up in the Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive at the United States Holocaust Museum. There, in a low-resolution, grainy newsreel of the liberation of the Nordhausen / Dora-Mittelbau camp, was my grandfather carrying a stretcher. 



At least it sure looked like my grandpa Strickland to me. I captured a still-frame image from the video and posted it for a vote among my cousins. The vote was unanimous. Everybody thought it was him. It didn’t hurt that all those Strickland men - my grandfather, my uncle and my cousin - all looked nearly identical at that age. 

It meant a lot to me to find that film, to see him there, moving, as he lived and fought and tried not to die, with death all around him. 

It seems to me that when he glanced at the camera he was looking not just at the cameraman, but 

looking through time, forward, into the future, to a world and children and grandchildren yet to come. 

The film is silent so there are no words, but if I listen carefully I can hear his voice speaking to me. 

He speaks of how precious life is, how easily it is lost and how often mankind forgets how to be human. 
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Since his records were burned, we’ll never know his full WWII military story, such as where he was posted and what he did prior to shipping out overseas. 

However, after 20 years of looking, I finally had enough information to search down the specifics on his medals and his time in Europe in WWII. 

It turns out his time there was very brief but also very eventful. 

He survived firefights; liberated death camps; was overrun, captured, then rescued; and, fought all the way to the Elbe, where U.S. and Soviet forces met to end the war. 

In the end, I can’t argue with his view that the heroes didn’t come back. 





That said, he’ll always be a hero to me. 















Douglas Hackney 















July 2016 
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Military Records 

Zane Strickland’s military records were destroyed in the St. Louis repository fire. 
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Stateside and European Combat Units 

Stateside 

Zane Strickland’s unit(s), location, post, role, rank, etc. prior to shipping out to Europe are 

unknown. 

There are WWII photos in the Strickland family archives that include a left shoulder patch 

from the Southern Defense Command (SDC). 







A major responsibility of the SDC was training recruits prior to deployment. 

The oral family history includes that Zane Strickland was a gunnery instructor at a training 

camp prior to volunteering for overseas combat duty. 

If that history is accurate and the photo was of a friend from his post, then he was stationed 

at a training camp in the SDC. 
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The training camps in the Southern Defense Command area included:  

WWII Name 

Current Name 

State 

Date 

Established 

Fort McClel an 

Fort McClel an 

AL 

1917 

Camp Rucker 

Fort Rucker 

AL 

1942 

Camp Sibert 

N/A 

AL 

1943 

Camp Chaffee 

Fort Chaffee 

AR 

1942 

Camp Pike 

Camp Joseph T. Robinson (ARNG) 

AR 

1917 

Camp (Jesse) Turner 

N/A 

AR 

1942 

Camp Beauregard 

N/A 

LA 

1917 

Camp Claiborne 

N/A 

LA 

1940 

Camp Livingston 

N/A 

LA 

1940 

Camp Plauche 

N/A 

LA 

1942 

Camp Polk 

Fort Polk 

LA 

1941 

Camp McCain 

N/A 

MS 

1942 

Camp Shelby 

N/A 

MS 

1917 

Camp Van Dorn 

N/A 

MS 

1942 

Camp Luna 

N/A 

NM 

1942 

Camp (Wil iam C.) Reid 

N/A 

NM 

1942 

Fort Sil  

Fort Sil  

OK 

1869 

Camp Gruber 

N/A 

OK 

1942 

Camp Forrest 

N/A 

TN 

1941 

Camp Tyson 

N/A 

TN 

1942 

Fort Bliss 

Fort Bliss 

TX 

1890 

Fort Clark 

N/A 

TX 

1852 

Fort Sam Houston 

Fort Sam Houston 

TX 



Camp Barkeley 

N/A 

TX 

1941 

Camp Bowie 

N/A 

TX 

1917 

Camp Bullis 

Fort Sam Houston 

TX 

1917 

Camp Hood 

Fort Hood 

TX 

1941 

Camp Howze 

N/A 

TX 

1941 

Camp Hulen 

N/A 

TX 

1940 

Camp Maxey 

N/A 

TX 

1942 

Camp Swift 

N/A 

TX 

1942 

Camp Travis 

Fort Sam Houston 

TX 

1917 

Camp Wallace 

N/A 

TX 

1941 

Camp Wolters 

Fort Wolters 

TX 

1941 



Source: http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/facility/camp-ww2.htm 
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European Theater of Operations (ETO) 

Based on available records the following are the most likely combat units Zane Strickland 

served with in the European Theater of Operations (ETO): 

His initial unit when he was assigned to guard duty would probably have been either the 3rd 

Armored Division Military Police Platoon or the Regimental Police of the 36th Armored 

Infantry Regiment. 





Members of the Regimental Police of the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment 
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Based on available records and family oral history, he soon switched to the medics. 



Zane Strickland’s medical unit was:  

45th Armored Medical Battalion  

Company B 



Insignia and pin of the 45th Armored Medical Battalion 







His medical company was attached to: 

First Army 

VII Corps 

3rd Armored Division 

36th Armored Infantry Regiment 

Combat Command B 

Task Force Lovelady 



The hierarchy in this list is largest to smallest unit. 
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Photos identified as the 45th Armored Medical Battalion / 36th Armored Infantry Regiment 
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Zane Strickland’s military occupation code (MOS) in his discharge is “Driver Halftrack 

931.” The official WWII MOS 931 description is “Truck Driver, Heavy.” 

In his case he would have been driving a Medical Ambulance Halftrack. 

This aligns with family oral history and the “Capture and Escape” section later in this 

document. 



Photos of halftrack ambulances. Note: These photos are for example purposes only. Not all 

photos are from the 3rd Armored Division. 
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U.S. Army Organizational Unit Hierarchy  



Source: http://www.secondworldwar.co.uk/index.php/army-sizes-a-ranks/86-army-units-a-

sizes 
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3rd Armored Division Structure 
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3rd Armored Division Units and Radio Call Signs 



Omaha – HQ, General Staff 

Ottawa – Combat Command A 

Ontario – Combat Command B 

Oriole – 32nd Armored Regiment 

Orchard – 33rd Armored Regiment 

Ozark – 36th Armored Infantry Regiment (“Blitz Doughs” ) 

Onset – Division Artillery HQ 

Ozone – 67th Armored Field Artillery Battalion (normally attached to CCA) 

Orlando – 391st Armored Field Artillery Battalion (normally attached to CCB) 

Oshkosh – 54th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

Osgood – 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion 

Outlook – 23rd Armored Engineer Battalion 

Amber – 703rd Tank Destroyer Battalion 

Annex – 486th Anti-Aircraft Battalion 

Oxygen – Armored Maintenance Battalion 

Orange – Armored Supply Battalion 

Oxford – 45th Armored Medical Battalion 

Ostrich – 143rd Armored Signal Company 

Oregon – Division Trains 



Source: Book – “Spearhead In The West 1941-45 The Third Armored Division” (published 

1945) 
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel 

Directory 
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Combat Trail Maps: 



VII Corps 



Zane Strickland’s 45th Armored Medical Battalion was part of the 3rd Armored Division,  

which was a lead element of the U.S. First Army’s VII Corps 
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment 



Zane Strickland’s medical unit was attached to the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, 

which was the infantry component of the 3rd Armored Division. 
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Route of the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment from Omaha Beach inland. 



This map belonged to First Sergeant Walter Petrovich, First Sergeant of 

Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment. 

First Sergeant Walter Petrovich participated in the liberation of the 

Nordhausen / Dora-Mittelbau concentration camps. 

Source: http://36thair3ad.homestead.com/HQ3dBn36thAIR.html    
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Combat Command B 



Zane Strickland’s medical unit was attached to the 3rd Armored Division’s Combat 

Command B.  
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Task Force Lovelady 



Zane Strickland’s medical unit was attached to Task Force Lovelady, a tactical combat unit of the 3rd Armored Division’s Combat Command B 
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32nd Armored Regiment 



The 32nd Armored Regiment was normally attached to Combat Command A,  so Zane 

Strickland’s medical unit was not typically attached to this regiment. 

Combat Command A moved and fought parallel with Zane Strickland’s Combat 

Command B.  

This map is included to provide additional context to the activities and route of the 3rd 

Armored Division. 
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Unit Summaries 

3rd Armored Division Overview 

World War II 

Activated: 15 April 1941 



Campaigns:  

  Normandy 

  Northern France 

  Rhineland 

  Ardennes-Alsace 

  Central Europe 



Days of combat: 231. 



Distinguished Unit Citations: 7 



Awards:  

  Distinguished Service Cross (DSC): 25  

  Distinguished Service Medal (DSM): 3  

  Silver Star (SS): 839  

  Legion of Merit (LM): 21  

  Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC): 5  

  Soldiers Medal (SM): 28  

  Bronze Star Medal (BSM): 3,881  

  Air Medal (AM): 134 



Commanders:  

  Maj. Gen. Alvan C. Gillem (April 1941-January 1942)  

  Maj. Gen. Walton H. Walker (January-August 1942) 

  Maj. Gen. Leroy H. Watson (August 1942-August 1944) 

  Maj. Gen. Maurice Rose (August 1944-March 1945) 

  Brig. Gen. Doyle O. Hickey (March-June 1945) 

  Brig. Gen. Truman E. Boudinot (June-July 1945) 

  Brig. Gen. Frank A. Allen, Jr. (July 1945) 

  Maj. Gen. Robert W. Grow (July 1945 until inactivation)  

  Maj. Gen. Ray T. Maddocks (15 July 1947-1 April 1948)  

  Maj. Gen. Roderick R. Allen (15 April 1948 to present) 



Inactivated: 10 November 1945 in Europe. 

Reactivated: 15 July 1947. 

 

 







91 

Zane L Strickland Military Records 

Combat Chronicle 

The 3rd Armored Division landed in Normandy and entered combat 29 June 1944, taking part in the 

hedgerow fighting. 

The Division broke out at Marigny and with the 1st Infantry Division swung south to Mayenne in a general exploitation of the St. Lo breakthrough. 

In August 1944, the Division participated in the heavy fighting involved in closing the Falaise Gap, pocketing the German Seventh Army. 

Six days later (25 August) the Division had cut across the Seine River, and was streaking through Meaux, Soissons, Laon, Mons, Namur, and Liege. 

Liege fell 8 September and Eupen on 11 September. 

The Division breached the Siegfried Line with the capture of Rotgen, 12 September, and continued a slow advance against heavy resistance, to the vicinity of Langerwehe. 

When the Battle of the Bulge broke, the Division was shifted to Houffalize, Belgium, where it severed a vital highway leading to St. Vith, and in January participated in the reduction of the German salient west of Houffalize. 

After a brief rest, the Division returned to the front, crossed the Roer River into Duren, broke out of the Duren bridgehead, and drove on to capture Koln (Cologne), 6 March 45. 

The Division swept on to Paderborn; it was at a road junction near Paderborn that Major General Rose was killed while attempting to surrender to a German tank commander, 31 March 1945. 

The Division took Paderborn, assisted in mopping up the Ruhr pocket, crossed the Saale River, and after overcoming stiff resistance took Dessau, 21-23 April 1945. 
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Assignments in the ETO 

  20 November 1943: VII Corps, First Army. 

  8 February 1944: XIX Corps. 

  15 July 1944: VII Corps. 

  1 August 1944: VII Corps, First Army, 12th Army Group. 

  19 December 1944: XVIII (Abn) Corps. 

  20 December 1944: Attached, with the entire First Army, to the British 21st Army Group. 

  23 December 1944: VII Corps. 

  18 January 1945: VII Corps, First Army, 12th Army Group. 

  1 May 1945: XIX Corps, Ninth Army, 12th Army Group. 



General 

Nickname: Spearhead Division. 



Shoulder patch: Same as 1st Armored, with number "3" in upper portion of triangle. 



Publication: Spearhead in the West; published by the 3rd Armored Division; Frankfurt am Main, Germany; 11 October 1945; 260 pp. 



Source:  

http://www.lonesentry.com/usdivisions/history/armored/division/3rd_armored_division.html 
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3rd Armored Division Detail 

"Spearhead" 

The mixture of insignia and distinctive colors of several arms incorporated in the Armored 

Force symbolize integrity and esprit. It is an interlocked ornament, found in Nordic 

monuments, composed of three torques: red for Artillery; blue for Infantry; and yellow for 

Cavalry. The symbols represent the characteristics of Armored Divisions: the tank track, 

mobility and armor protection; the cannon, fire power; and the red bolt of lightning, shock 

action. 

  

 COMMAND AND STAFF 

Commanding General 

15 Sep 1943 

Maj Gen Leroy H. Watson 

7 Aug 1944 

Brig Gen Maurice Rose 

5 Sep 1944 

Maj Gen Maurice Rose 

21 Mar 1945 

Brig Gen Doyle O. Hickey 

 

Artillery Commander 

15 Sep 1943 

Col Frederic G. Brown 

 

Chief of Staff 

15 Sep 1943 

Col John A. Smith 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-1 (Personnel) 

15 Sep 1943 

Lt Col Jack A. Boulger 

1 Apr 1945 

Maj George G. Otis 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-2 (Intelligence) 

15 Sep 1943 

Lt Col Andrew Barr 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-3 (Operations and Plans) 

15 Sep 1943 

Lt Col Howard M. Snyder 
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28 Aug 1943 

Lt Col Wesley A. Sweat 

1 Apr 1945 

Maj James A Alexander 

25 Apr 1945 

Lt Col Wesley A Sweat 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-4 (Logistics) 

15 Sep 1943 

Lt Col Eugene C Orth 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-5 (Civil Affairs) 

22 Feb 1944 

Lt Col William E Dahl 

20 Apr 1945 

Maj George F Cake 

 

Adjutant General 

15 Sep 1943 

Lt Col Robert M Gant 

 

Combat Command A Commander 

15 Sep 1943 

Brig Gen Doyle O Hickey 

31 Mar 1945 

Col Leander L Doan 

 

Combat Command B Commander 

15 Sep 1943 

Brig Gen John J Bohn 

15 Jul 1944 

Col Truman Everett Boudinot 

4 Sep 1944 

Brig Gen Truman Everett Boudinot 

 

Combat Command R Commander 

15 Sep 1943 

Col Graeme G Parks 

19 Jul 1944 

Col William W Cornog Jr 

15 Aug 1944 

Col Louis P Leone 

6 Sep 1944 

Col Carl J Rohsenberger 

24 Sep 1944 

Col Robert L Howze Jr 
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STATISTICS 

 Chronology 

Activated 

15 Apr 41 

Arrived ETO 

15 Sep 43 

Arrived Continent (D/18) 

24 Jun 44 

Entered Combat: 

First Element 

29 Jun 44 

Entire Division 

9 Jul 44 

Days in Combat 

231 

 Casualties (Tentative) 

Killed 

2,540 

Wounded 

7,331 

Missing 

95 

Captured 

139 

Battle Casualties 

10,105 

Non-Battle Casualties 

6,017 

Total Casualties 

16,122 

Percent of T/O Strength 

111.5 

  

 Campaigns 

  Normandy 

  Northern France 

  Ardennes 

  Rhineland 

  Central Europe 

 Individual Awards 

Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) 

17 

Legion of Merit 

23 

Silver Star 

885 

Soldiers Medal 

32 

Bronze Star 

3,884 

Air Medal 

138 

Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) 

3 



Prisoners of War (PsW / POW) Taken: 76,720 
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COMPOSITION 

 ORGANIC UNITS 

Headquarters Company 

Service Company 

Combat Command A 

Combat Command B 

36th Armored Inf Regiment 

32d Armored Regiment 

33d Armored Regiment 

23d Armored Eng Bn 

83d Armored Rcn Bn 

143d Armored Sig Co 

3d Armored Division Artillery 

391st Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

67th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

54th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

3d Armored Division Trains 

3d Ordnance Maintenance Battalion 

Supply Battalion 

45th Armored Medical Battalion 

Military Police Platoon 
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ATTACHMENTS 

 Antiaircraft Artillery 

486th AAA AW Bn (SP) 

25 Jun 44-9 May 45 

413th AAA Gun Bn (Mbl) 

7 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

 Armored 

Co A 738th Tk Bn (Mine Explorer) 

6 Dec 44-15 Jan 45 

1st & 3d Plats Co B 738th Tk Bn (Mine 

12 Jan 45-17 Jan 45 

Explorer) 

 Cavalry 

113th Cav Gp 

8 Jul 44-10 Aug 44 

4th Cav Gp 

28 Feb 45-1 Mar 45 

4th Cav Gp 

3 Mar 45-8 Mar 45 

 Chemical 

Cos A & C 87th Cml Bn 

24 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

 Engineer 

294th Engr C Bn 

25 Oct 44-9 Nov 44 

1st Plat Co B 15th Engr C Bn (9th Div) 

27 Oct 44-11 Nov 44 

298th Engr C Bn 

9 Nov 44-10 Nov 44 

Co B 15th Engr C Bn (9th Div) 

11 Nov 44-1 Dec 44 

298th Engr C Bn 

27 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

Co B 297th Engr C Bn 

27 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

 Field Artillery 

967th FA Bn (155 How) 

29 Jun 44-30 Jun 44 

58th Armd FA Bn 

3 Jul 44-10 Aug 44 

963d FA Bn (155 How) 

7 Jul 44-9 Jul 44 

258th FA Bn (155 Gun) 

8 Jul 44-10 Aug 44 

87th Armd FA Bn 

9 Jul 44-28 Aug 44 

258th FA Bn (155 Gun) 

10 Aug 44-14 Aug 44 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 

12 Aug 44-20 Sep 44 

60th FA Bn (9th Div) (105 How) 

13 Aug 44-15 Aug 44 
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58th Armd FA Bn 

18 Aug 44-1 Oct 44 

84th FA Bn (9th Div) (105 How) 

27 Oct 44-11 Nov 44 

83d Armd FA Bn 

20 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

991st FA Bn (-2 btrys) (155 Gun) 

21 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

188th FA Bn (155 How) 

23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

75th Div Arty 

24 Dec 44-7 Jan 45 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 

2 Jan 45-11 Jan 45 

183d FA Bn (155 How) 

2 Jan 45-11 Jan 45 

83d Armd FA Bn 

2 Jan 45-9 May 45 

183d FA Bn (155 How) 

12 Jan 45-20 Jan 45 

Btry A 991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 

17 Jan 45-19 Jan 45 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 

25 Feb 45-9 Mar 45 

183d FA Bn (155 How) 

25 Feb 45-24 Apr 45 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 

29 Mar 45-1 Apr 45 

138th FA Bn (155 How) 

29 Mar 45-8 Apr 45 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 

6 Apr 45-13 May 45 

Btry A 13th FA Obsn Bn 

17 Apr 45-23 Apr 45 

 Infantry 

1st Bn 60th Inf (9th Div) 

9 Jul 44-11 Jul 44 

2d Bn 60th Inf (9th Div) 

10 Jul 44-11 Jul 44 

3d Bn 60th Inf (9th Div) 

13 Aug 44-15 Aug 44 

2d & 3d Bns 60th Inf (9th Div) 

17 Aug 44-19 Aug 44 

1st Bn 26th Inf (1st Div) 

6 Sep 44-23 Sep 44 

47th Inf (9th Div) 

8 Sep 44-10 Sep 44 

47th CT (9th Div) 

25 Oct 44-10 Nov 45 

84th FA Bn (9th Div) (105 How) 

25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

1 Plat Co B 15th Engr C Bn (9th Div) 

25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

Co A 746th Tk Bn 

25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

Co C 899th TD Bn (SP) 

25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

Btry D 376th AAA AW Bn (Mbl) 

25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

2d Bn 47th Inf (9th Div) 

24 Nov 44-26 Nov 44 

1st Bn 60th Inf (9th Div) 

11 Dec 44-12 Dec 44 

1st Bn 517th Prcht Inf (Non-Div) 

22 Dec 44-26 Dec 44 

509th Prcht Inf Bn (Non-Div) 

23 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 

290th CT (75th Div) 

23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

898th CT (75th Div) 

23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

1 plat Co B 275th Engr C Bn (75th Div)  23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

Btry A 440th AAA AW Bn (Mbl) 

23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

289th CT (75th Div) 

24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 

897th FA Bn (75th Div) (105 How) 

24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 
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730th FA Bn (155 How) (75th Div) 

24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 

Btry A 440th AAA AW Bn (Mbl) 

24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 

331st Inf (83d Div) 

29 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

330th Inf (83d Div) 

1 Jan 45-7 Jan 45 

2d & 3d Bns 330th Inf (83d Div) 

7 Jan 45-19 Jan 45 

1st Bn 330th Inf (83d Div) 

11 Jan 45-19 Jan 45 

335th Inf (84th Div) 

18 Jan 45-21 Jan 45 

13th Inf (8th Div) 

26 Feb 45-17 Mar 45 

395th CT (99th Div) 

28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45 

924th FA Bn (99th Div) (105 How) 

28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45 

Co C 629th Tk Bn 

28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45 

Co C 786th Tk Bn 

28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45 

3d Bn 13th Inf (8th Div) 

17 Mar 45-19 Mar 45 

414th Inf (104th Div) 

23 Mar 45-12 Apr 45 

3d Bn 47th Inf (9th Div) 

11 Apr 45-24 Apr 45 

1st Bn 18th Inf (1st Div) 

11 Apr 45-25 Apr 45 

2d Bn 414th Inf (104th Div) 

12 Apr 445-22 Apr 45 

60th Inf (9th Div) 

22 Apr 45-24 Apr 45 

 Tank Destroyer 

803d TD Bn (SP) 

25 Jun 44-2 Jul 44 

703d TD Bn (SP) 

25 Jun 44-17 Dec 44 

643d TD Bn (SP) 

22 Dec 44-26 Dec 44 

703d TD Bn (SP) 

2 Jan 45- 9 May 45 

2d Plat Co B 635th TD Bn (T) 

15 Jan 45-20 Jan 45 
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DETACHMENTS 

(Attached To) 

 Armored 

CC B 

30th Div 

8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

33d Armd Regt 

30th Div 

8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 

30th Div 

8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

Co D 83d Armd Rcn Bn 

30th Div 

8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

Co B 23d Armd Engr Bn 

30th Div 

8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

CC A 

9th Div 

9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

32d Armd Regt 

9th Div 

9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

3d Bn 36th Armd Inf 

9th Div 

9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

83d Armd Rcn Bn 

9th Div 

9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

Cos A & C 23d Armd Engr Bn  9th Div 

9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

CC B 

1st Div 

26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

33d Armd Regt 

1st Div 

26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 

1st Div 

26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

391st Armd FA Bn 

1st Div 

26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

83d Armd Rcn Bn 

1st Div 

26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

Cos B & D 23d Armd Engr Bn  1st Div 

26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

CC B 

4th Div 

30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

33d Armd Regt 

4th Div 

30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 

4th Div 

30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

391st Armd FA Bn 

4th Div 

30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

83d Armd Rcn Bn 

4th Div 

30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

Cos B & D 23d Armd Engr Bn  4th Div 

30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

CC A 

1st Div 

30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

32d Armd Regt 

1st Div 

30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

3d GBn 36th Armd Inf 

1st Div 

30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

54th Armd FA Bn 

1st Div 

30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

67th Armd FA Bn 

1st Div 

30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

Co A & C 23d Armd Engr Bn  1st Div 

30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

CC B 

1st Div 

4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

33d Armd Regt 

1st Div 

4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 

1st Div 

4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

391st Armd FA Bn 

1st Div 

4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

83d Armd Rcn Bn 

1st Div 

4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

B & D Cos 23d Armd Engr Bn  1st Div 

4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

CC B 

30th Div 

7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

33d Armd Regt 

30th Div 

7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 
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36th Armd Inf 

30th Div 

7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

87th Armd FA Bn 

30th Div 

7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

391st Armd FA Bn 

30th Div 

7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

83d Armd Rcn Bn 

30th Div 

7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

B & D Cos 23d Armd Engr Bn  30th Div 

7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

1 det Co E 23d Armd Engr Bn  30th Div 

7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

Task Force King CC B 

9th Div 

5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

1st Bn 33d Armd Regt 

9th Div 

5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

Co F 36th Armd Inf 

9th Div 

5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

3d Plat Rcn Co 33d Armd Regt 9th Div 

5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

2d Plat Co B 23d Armd Engr Bn  9th Div 

5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

Co E 33d Armd Regt 

26th Inf 

11 Oct 44-22 Oct 44 

Co H 32d Armd Regt 

9th Div 

13 Oct 44-17 Oct 44 

3d Bn 33d Armd Regt 

26th Inf 

15 Oct 44-22 Oct 44 

CC A 

V Corps 

18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

32d Armd Regt (-1st Plat) 

V Corps 

18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

3d Bn 36th Armd Inf 

V Corps 

18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

67th Armd FA Bn 

V Corps 

18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

Co A 23d Armd Engr Bn 

V Corps 

18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

CC B 

30th Div 

19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44 

33d Armd Regt (-3d Bn) 

30th Div 

19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44 

2d Bn 36th Armd Inf 

30th Div 

19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44 

Co D 23d Armd Engr Bn 

30th Div 

19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44 

CC B 

V Corps 

19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45 

33d Armd Regt (-3d Bn) 

V Corps 

19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45 

2d Bn 36th Armd Inf 

V Corps 

19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45 

Co D 23d Armd Engr Bn 

V Corps 

19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45 

Task Force Doan 

84th Div 

23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45 

Hq 32d Armd Regt 

84th Div 

23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45 

2d Bn 32d Armd Regt 

84th Div 

23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45 

3d Bn 36th Armd Inf (-1 co)  84th Div 

23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45 

CC A 

75th Div 

29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

3d Bn 32d Armd Regt 

75th Div 

29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

Co I 36th Armd Inf 

75th Div 

29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

67th Armd FA Bn 

75th Div 

29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

54th Armd FA Bn 

75th Div 

29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

83d Armd Rcn Bn 

75th Div 

29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

Co A 23d aRmd Engr Bn 

75th Div 

29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

Task Force Richardson 

84th Div 

2 Jan 45-23 Jan 45 

3d Bn 32d Armd Regt 

84th Div 

2 Jan 45-23 Jan 45 

1 plat Co A 23d Armd Engr Bn 84th Div 

2 Jan 45-23 Jan 45 

CC R 

1st Div 

8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 
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3d Bn 32d Armd Regt 

1st Div 

8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 

2d Bn 33d Armd Regt 

1st Div 

8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 

3d Bn 36th Armd Inf 

1st Div 

8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 

Co C 23d Armd Engr Bn 

1st Div 

8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 

Co E 23d Armd Engr Bn 

1106th Engr C Gp 

17 Mar 45-25 Mar 45 

CC R 

1st Div 

20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

CC R (Contd) 

1st Div 

20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

3d Bn 32d Armd Regt 

1st Div 

20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

2d Bn 33d Armd Regt 

1st Div 

20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

3d Bn 36th Armd Inf 

1st Div 

20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

Co C 23d Armd Engr Bn 

1st Div 

20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

CC A 

9th Div 

24 Apr 45-25 Apr 45 

CC R 

9th Div 

24 Apr 45-25 Apr 45 

 Engineer 

Co A 23d Armd Engr Bn 

9th Div 

1 Jul 44-31 Jul 44 

Co D 23d Armd Engr Bn 

9th Div 

11 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

 Field Artillery 

54th Armd FA Bn 

9th Div 

1 Jul 44-31 Jul 44 

 Infantry 

1st Bn 36th Armd Inf 

9th Div 

13 Oct 44-17 Oct 44 

2d Bn 36th Armd Inf 

1st Div 

1 Dec 44-8 Dec 44 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS 

DATE 

CORPS 

ARMY 

ARMY GROUP 

Assigned  Attached 

Assigned 

Attached 

20 Nov 43 

VII 

First 



ETOUSA 



8 Feb 44 

XIX 

First 







15 Jul 44 

VII 

First 







1 Aug 44 

VII 

First 



12th 



19 Dec 44 

XVIII Abn 

First 



12th 



20 Dec 44 

XVIII Abn 

First 



12th 

Br 21st 

23 Dec 44 

VII 

First 



12th 

Br 21st 

18 Jan 45 

VII 

First 



12th 

- 

1 May 45 

XIX 

Ninth 



12th 



(-) Indicated relieved from assignment 



COMMAND POSTS 

DATE 

TOWN 

REGION 

COUNTRY 

1943 

15 Sep 

Landed Liverpool 

Lancashire 

England 

17 Sep 

Bruton (Redlynch House) 

Somerset 

England 

1944 

25 Jun 

Les Oubeaux (¾ mi W; S of  Calvados 

France 

Isigny) 

9 Jul 

La Fotelaie (½ mi W; vic 

Manche 

France 

Ariel) 

9 Jul 

St-Jean-de-Daye (¾ mi E) 

Manche 

France 

17 Jul 

Le Mesnil-Veneron 

Manche 

France 

29 Jul 

Carantilly (1 mi S) 

Manche 

France 

31 Jul 

Hambye (1 ½ mi N) 

Manche 

France 

4 Aug 

Cherencey le Heron 

Manche 

France 

9 Aug 

Chatillon-sur-Colmont (1 ½ mi Mayenne 

France 

S) 

13 Aug 

Pre-en-Pail 

Mayenne 

France 

15 Aug 

Ranes (3 mi S) 

Orne 

France 

17 Aug 

Ranes (3 mi N) 

Orne 

France 

22 Aug 

Favieres (1 ½ mi E) 

Eure-et-Loir 

France 

25 Aug 

Mennecy (1 ½ mi W) 

Seine-et-Oise 

France 

26 Aug 

Quincy-sous-Senart 

Seine-et-Oise 

France 
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27 Aug 

Magny-le-Hongre (1 mi SW)  Seine-et-Oise 

France 

28 Aug 

Levignen (1 mi NE) 

Oise 

France 

29 Aug 

Soissons (Sermoise) 

Aisne 

France 

30 Aug 

Braye-en-Laonnois 

Aisne 

France 

31 Aug 

Montcornet (½ mi S) 

Aisne 

France 

1 Sep 

La Capelle 

Aisne 

France 

2 Sep 

Mons (5 mi S) 

Hainaut 

Belgium 

4 Sep 

Charleroi (Chatelineau) 

Hainaut 

Belgium 

5 Sep 

Namur 

Namur 

Belgium 

6 Sep 

Huy (2 mi W) 

Liege 

Belgium 

7 Sep 

Sur Cortil (near Tilff) 

Liege 

Belgium 

9 Sep 

Louviegne 

Liege 

Belgium 

10 Sep 

Verviers 

Liege 

Belgium 

11 Sep 

Eupen 

Liege 

Belgium 

13 Sep 

Raerem 

Liege 

Belgium 

15 Sep 

Dorff 

Rhineland 

Germany 

21 Sep 

Stolberg 

Rhineland 

Germany 

20 Dec 

Hotton 

Luxembourg 

Belgium 

21 Dec 

Erezee (½ mi SW) 

Luxembourg 

Belgium 

22 Dec 

Manhay 

Luxembourg 

Belgium 

23 Dec 

Noiseux 

Luxembourg 

Belgium 

24 Dec 

Barvaux 

Luxembourg 

Belgium 

31 Dec 

Chateau de Bouillon (vic 

Liege 

Belgium 

Havelange) 

1945 

2 Jan 

Werbomont 

Liege 

Belgium 

3 Jan 

La Fourche 

Liege 

Belgium 

6 Jan 

Bra 

Liege 

Belgium 

8 Jan 

Lierneux 

Liege 

Belgium 

14 Jan 

Hebronval 

Liege 

Belgium 

21 Jan 

Petite Somme 

Liege 

Belgium 

7 Feb 

Stolberg 

Rhineland 

Germany 

25 Feb 

Mariaweiler 

Rhineland 

Germany 

26 Feb 

Arnoldsweiler 

Rhineland 

Germany 

26 Feb 

Morschenich 

Rhineland 

Germany 

27 Feb 

Elsdorf (Sittarderhof) (2 ½ mi  Rhineland 

Germany 

SE) 

3 Mar 

Niederaussem 

Rhineland 

Germany 

5 Mar 

Pulheim 

Rhineland 

Germany 

7 Mar 

Cologne 

Rhineland 

Germany 

17 Mar 

Hermulheim 

Rhineland 

Germany 
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22 Mar 

Honnef (Mauser Home) (1 ½  Rhineland 

Germany 

mi S) 

25 Mar 

Eudenbach 

Rhineland 

Germany 

25 Mar 

Griesenbach (Oberscheid) (½  Rhineland 

Germany 

mi S) 

26 Mar 

Maulsbach 

Rhineland 

Germany 

27 Mar 

Altenkirchen 

Rhineland 

Germany 

27 Mar 

Atzelgift 

Rhineland 

Germany 

28 Mar 

Schonbach 

Nassau 

Germany 

29 Mar 

Ober-Marsberg 

Westphalia 

Germany 

30 Mar 

Etteln (1 mi NE) 

Westphalia 

Germany 

31 Mar 

Etteln 

Westphalia 

Germany 

2 Apr 

Nordborchen 

Westphalia 

Germany 

6 Apr 

Brakel 

Westphalia 

Germany 

9 Apr 

Adelebsen 

Hannover 

Germany 

10 Apr 

Werningerode 

Magdeburg 

Germany 

12 Apr 

Sangerhausen 

Halle-Merseburg 

Germany 

13 Apr 

Freist 

Halle-Merseburg 

Germany 

14 Apr 

Lingenau 

Anhalt-Dessau 

Germany 

25 Apr 

Sangerhausen 

Halle-Merseburg 

Germany 



Source: http://www.history.army.mil/documents/eto-ob/3AD-ETO.htm 
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment 









Deeds Not Words 
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Pages excerpted from the book “Spearhead In The West – 1941-1945 The Third Armored 

Division” – printed by Kunst und Werbedruck, Frankfurt am Main, Germany 1945 
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Task Force Lovelady 



Task Force Lovelady was an operational combat unit of Combat Command B of the Third 

Armored Division. 



It was commanded by Lt. Colonel William B. “Bert” Lovelady. 







Its core was the tanks of 2nd Battalion (Reinforced) of the 33rd Armored Regiment but it 

also contained varying units from: 

  36th Armored Infantry Regiment 

  703rd Tank Destroyer Battalion 

  23rd Armored Engineer Battalion 

  83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion 

  391st Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

  486th Anti-Aircraft Battalion 

  143rd Armored Signal Company 

  45th Armored Medical Battalion 



Source: book “Five Stars to Victory” 
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Medal, Ribbons & Citation Research 

I commissioned Brandon Wiegand for the research on medals and citations. Mr. Wiegand is the author of a series of indexes to WWII General Orders for medals and citations. 

Information I provided to the researcher:  


***************************** 

 Seeking: 

1.  Details of Bronze Star 

2.  Determine if he won two Bronze Stars or if the 2nd Bronze Star medal the family has is a 

duplicate 

3.  Full Military Record 

Basic Information:  

  Veteran's Full name, including middle name: Zane Lovidee Strickland. Note: On military 

records his name appears as Zine L Strickland.  

  Unit: 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, 3rd Armored Division, First Army (his name and 

address appears in the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel Directory) 

  Group: Medical Detachment 

  Rank: T5 

  Date of birth: 12 July 1923 

  Place of birth: Enola Township, Faulkner County, Arkansas 

  Date of death: 19 January 1994 

  Army Service Number: 38 443 947 

  Social Security Account Number: 431-48-1661 

  Dates of service (date entered the service and date left the service):  

o  Entered: 9 Jan 1943 

o  Separation: 5 Feb 1946 

  Address at the time he entered the service: Vilonia, Arkansas 

  Address at the time he left the service: Conway, Arkansas 

Known Citations / Commendations: 

  Bronze Star  GO 64 HQ 3rd Armored Division 1945 

  Distinguished Unit Citation / Presidential Unit Citation GO 54 HQ 3rd Armored 

Division 1945 
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Ribbons: 

  Good Conduct 

  Bronze Star   GO 64 HQ 3rd Armored Division 1945 

  American Campaign 

  Europe-Africa-Middle East 1941-45 

  WWII Victory 

Buttons / Badges / Pins: 

  Army Combat Medical Badge 

  Army Medical Corps Branch Insignia 

  U.S. Army Insignia 

  Honorable Service / Discharge 

Anecdotal information related to family by Zane Lovidee Strickland (Note: subject to faded 

and distorted memories of family members):  

  Awarded a commendation for saving a wounded GI. The unit pushed across a river 

but could not hold the advance. Zane dragged a wounded GI up under a bridge and 

held off the enemy while keeping the GI alive overnight until they made it back the 

next day. 

  Was trapped in a basement with a high ranking officer and a few other men. The 

enemy was upstairs and all around. They later escaped. 

  His position was overrun and he was captured. He and a few other GIs made a break 

for it prior to being loaded onto trains eastbound into Germany. He was a POW for 

only a few days. 

  He started in the Army Air Corps as a gunnery instructor. 

  One night he and a group of his Army Air Corps instructor buddies decided to answer 

the call to volunteer for overseas duty. He thought he never would have gone overseas 

if he had not volunteered. 

  Was in a battle where the German soldiers were young kids. 

  He was assigned to guard some POWs when the word came down: “Take no 

prisoners.” He changed to being a medic after that incident. 
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Family lore: 

  He lied about his age to enlist. 

  He started in North Africa and fought in Sicily and Italy before going ashore in 

Normandy. 

[Note: This assertion conflicts with his discharge and the record of his known unit, the 

36th AIR and is only possible if he transferred into the 36th after Africa and the 

Mediterranean like the 3rd AD’s commanding General Rose.] 





War Booty / Memorabilia: 

The only known item is a .38 special Smith and Wesson revolver, reputed to be his 

service sidearm. 


***************************** 
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Emails with researcher regarding medals and citations: 




* * * * * * * 

 

From: Brandon Wiegand [- redacted - ]  

Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 9:22 AM 

To: Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: Hackney - Zane L Strickland - 36th Armored Infantry Regiment - discharge papers Finally found the time to pull the general order for you. 



The item labeled as a Meritorious Unit Citation is a faded Distinguished Unit Citation, which was later renamed the Presidential Unit Citation. 



His second Bronze Star Medal is likely what is commonly referred to as a CIB (in this case [combat medical badge] CMB) conversation. Any one who received the CIB, CMB or a citation for ground combat in WWII was entitled to a Bronze Star Medal according to a change to the regulation made by General Marshall as he was leaving office. These awards were not automatic but had to be applied for. 



I tried to copy GO#54, 1945, 3rd ARM DIV as well, but it isn't in my set of general orders. 



I could likely track down the general order that awarded him the CMB, but will not do so until I hear back from you that you want me to do so. 



In regards to the reference to the 41st Armored Infantry Regiment on his discharge. Strickland was a low point man and was transferred to one of the division, in this case the 2nd Armored Division, which was staying in Germany longer than his original division.  Thus the 3rd AD went home before the 2nd AD and thus men with high points were transferred into the 3rd AD and low point men transferred out just prior to the division's return. This is why you traditionally find Ike Jackets with two patches on them. The patch on the wearer's left side is their current unit of assignment and the one on the right is the one that they served with in combat. 



Brandon T. Wiegand  

ddaymilitaria.com  


* * * * * * * 
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From: Douglas Hackney 

To: - redacted - ; Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 

Date: Mon, 23 Jun 2014 09:33:50 -0500 

Brandon, 

Would he qualify to wear the DUC/PUC even if he was not in service when it was awarded to his unit? 

Doug 




* * * * * * * 

 

From: Brandon Wiegand [- redacted - ]  

Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 1:26 PM 

To: Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 



Doug, 



The DUC/PUC is a permanent award to the individual when the individual was assigned to the unit during the period that the unit was cited. If Company A, 12th Infantry was cited for the DUC for June 6, 1944 and you served in Company A, 12th Infantry on June 6, 1944 you may continue to wear the DUC/PUC after you leave Company A. 

Brandon T. Wiegand  

ddaymilitaria.com  


* * * * * * * 
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From: Douglas Hackney 

To: - redacted - ; Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 

Date: Mon, 23 Jun 2014 13:31:10 -0500 

Brandon, 

Thank you for the information. 

Just to confirm, if he was issued a DUC/PUC then he must have been assigned to the unit during the period that the unit was cited for the DUC/PUC. 

Is that correct? 

Thanks, 

Doug 


* * * * * * * 

From: Brandon Wiegand [- redacted - ] 

Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 1:40 PM 

To: Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 



Doug, 



The answer to your exact question is no, I was issued a PUC and several MUC when I reported to my first tactical unit, as that is what the unit was entitled to. 



Strickland was present when his unit earned the PUC, as it appears on his discharge. The only unit citation on my discharge is a Superior Unit Citation that was awarded to my last command while I was in that command. 



v/r, 

Brandon T. Wiegand  

ddaymilitaria.com  


* * * * * * * 
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From: Douglas Hackney 

To: - redacted - ; Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 

Date: Mon, 23 Jun 2014 13:45:11 -0500 

Brandon, 

In that case, then we definitely need to get a copy of both of the following:  

GO 54 HQ 3rd Armored Division 1945 – for the PUC 

GO 64 HQ 3rd Armored Division 1945 – for the Bronze Star 

That will be the only way we can learn what both of these were for. 

Thanks, 

Doug 




**************************************************** 
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General Order for Zane Strickland Bronze Star:  

1945-05-18 3rd Armored Division General Order 64 
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General Order for Zane Strickland Combat Medical Badge: 

1945-05-28 36th Armored Infantry Regiment General Order 41 
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Relevant Distinguished Unit Badge/Citation - Presidential Unit Citation: 

Note: His record does not show he was in Europe or with the unit when this action took 

place. 



1945-04-30 3rd Armored Division General Order 54 
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********************************************* 

 

GENERAL ORDERS #54  

WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

12 July 1945 

 III__BATTLE HONORS 

The 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, is cited for outstanding performance of duty in action against the enemy in Germany during the period 12 to 22 September 1944. The 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, on 12 September 1944 was assigned the mission of supporting an 

armored task force in its drive to smash the defenses of the Siegfried Line. Antitank-obstacles retarded the progress of armor, and the battalion was committed to overrun strongly fortified defensive positions overlooking the obstacles. 

In 2 days of fierce fighting against a determined enemy the 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, succeeded in overpowering enemy defenses and penetrating the first fortified belt of the West Wall. Over difficult terrain overlooking the second fortified belt this fighting force then attacked to force a bridgehead through the second belt of dragon's teeth. Vigorous hostile action was counterbalanced by an insuperable urge to close with and destroy the enemy wherever found. 

Against tremendous odds the battalion succeeded in establishing a bridgehead and for 3 days repulsed vigorous enemy counterattacks launched against it in an effort to break the battalion's foothold north of the dragon's teeth on critical terrain. On 18 September 1944, after infantry elements on the left and right failed to advance, the 1st Battalion was given the vital mission of withdrawing from its salient and attacking the strongly fortified town of Munsterbusch. Its fighting spirit undimmed, the 1st Battalion withdrew under pressure and launched the assault. The enemy poured deadly fire into its ranks inflicting severe losses on the attackers. The enemy fought savagely which often resulted in hand-to-hand combat. 

Despite enormous losses incurred in this offensive the 1st Battalion allowed the enemy no respite. 

Defending the town stubbornly the enemy employed tank, mortar, artillery, and automatic weapons fire and fanatically held their positions until either killed or overpowered by unrelenting pressure. 

During the period 12 to 22 September 1944 the 1st Battalion demonstrated extraordinary heroism and exhibited gallantry, determination, and esprit de corps in overcoming unusually difficult and hazardous conditions. 

The unconquerable spirit displayed by the 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment in attack missions against important objectives made-possible more deadly blows against the enemy on German soil. 
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The Medical Section, 3d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, is cited for outstanding 

performance of duty in action in Germany during the period 17 to 21 September 1944. Throughout this bitter engagement, the Medical Section, 3d Battalion, 36ti Armored Infantry Regiment, labored 

unceasingly despite devastating hostile artillery, mortar, and small-arms fire, administering medical aid and evacuating casualties. Although several members of the section were painfully wounded, they 

denied themselves treatment or rest until their patients had been cared for. On one occasion, when an adjacent battalion was forced back leaving the aid station unprotected, the members of the section continued their, care for the wounded, realizing that to move the patients would have been, in many cases, fatal. Litter squads operated in the face. of intense fire between the aid station and advanced units, evacuating casualties. Aid men moved with foremost assault units, rendering immediate medical 

treatment to the wounded. 

The unflinching courage and superb devotion to duty displayed by the members of the Medical Section, 3d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, resulted directly in the saving of many lives, 

exemplifying the highest traditions of the military service. 

  ******************************************* 
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Capture and Escape 

Zane Strickland’s son, Rick Strickland, relates a story of Zane Strickland’s group being 

overrun and hiding in a cellar with a senior officer. 



The story says that they were captured by Germans but quickly escaped. 


**************************** 

 

Combat command B, after action report 1945-04: 





Task Force Lovelady combat trail poster:  
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45th Armored Medical Battalion after action report 1945-04: 








********************************************* 

From the book “Five Stars To Victory” pages 106-109 

On the 16th of April, the command post, maintenance section, the infantry and armored aid stations, moved into Thurland in order to assume an approximate central position among our widely dispersed troops. Little did we suspect that some of the most exciting and terrifying hours of the war were about to begin in this little town, thus far scarcely touched by the devastating hand of conflict. 

After establishing as nearly normal guard precautions as possible with an understrength command, we settled down for a few hours of much needed rest, with the exception of Colonel Lovelady, who left his headquarters to join his companies in an attack through the woods. At 0130 o'clock in the morning, the town was attacked by a battalion of enemy infantry, whom we soon recognized as first rate troops, experts in their business. From the burgermeister and Nazi civilians, they found out exactly which buildings we were in, whereupon they set about systematically to rout us out. The command post came first. Some of the officers and men tried to shoot their way out, believing they were faced by only a small patrol. This error led to the death of our Air Corps Lieutenant who had stayed with us to keep liaison with the P-47's. Young, our valiant, youthful motorcycle rider, incurred a compound fractured arm, and because he couldn't be evacuated for more than twenty-four hours, died, apparently from gas gangrene. Others were wounded less critically, among them, Captain Aldinger, whose foot was slightly injured. The rest of the battalion staff was captured intact except for Chief Warrant Officer Palfey, who shot one German with his pistol, then buried himself under a pile of potatoes, where he remained throughout the ordeal. 

Continuing methodically through town, the marauders approached the aid station, which was billeted in two buildings separated by a driveway. This led to a barnyard surrounded by hay-filled sheds, and served as an excellent parking lot for the medical vehicles. Suddenly, the familiar flash and the crash of a panzerfaust brought us quickly to our feet. Dressing hurriedly, it was immediately apparent that the barns were burning furiously and would soon consume all of our vehicles. At that instant, a hand 124 
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grenade was casually, and impolitely, hurled in the window, its fragments wounding S/Sgt. Griese in the face. Not realizing the strength of the attack, the men thought only of getting their vehicles out of the holocaust. This they did, turning westward and driving through a canyon of gutteral voices, but no further shots were fired. They halted on the edge of town, hiding themselves in the cellar of an infantry company's command post. In less than an hour, commands in German brought them from their refuge, hands over heads. Outside, they faced perhaps thirty enemy soldiers with two officers, only a small portion of the number who were in town. After being counted and searched, they were returned to the basement until dawn. 

By then, news of our plight had reached higher headquarters, and friendly artillery (no more consoling than enemy artillery under these circumstances) began pounding at intervals, much to the disconcern of the German troops. By 0830 o'clock in the morning, all American prisoners were collected in another small basement across the street. There were 117 of us, and if it is true that "Misery loves company," 

there was an abundance of both, crowded into this tiny shelter. 

The burgermeister was walking around his town in full glory, smoking an American cigar and wielding an American pistol. He supervised the distribution of panzerfausts and furnished whatever information was needed. His attitude did not impress us favorably and eventually led to his inability to ever hold that office again. 

Our vehicles were thoroughly ransacked, and soon Germans were eating our emergency "K" rations with apparent relish, drinking our coffee and smoking our cigarettes. They wasted no time improving their defenses around the town, cutting the autobahn just west of it, and preparing for the counterattack which was sure to come. 

Believing that another German battalion had successfully attacked Raguhn, thus providing them with a route of evacuation across the Mulde River, they loaded our ambulances with wounded together with considerable numbers of unwounded troops, assigned American drivers with German guards, and started back. Captain Aldinger rode at the head of the column in a peep, with a German driver. 

The other battalion of enemy infantry hadn't performed so well, holding only a few houses on the western edge of Raguhn. Even this fact was unknown to Captain Aldinger, who had no reason to think that the village was not entirely in our hands. At the crossroads a few hundred yards from Raguhn, the strange procession was halted by an alert tank destroyer road block whose persuasive looking 90 

millimeter guns encouraged the enemy occupants of the vehicles to surrender. 

With the perfectly correct impression that Colonel Lovelady had again established a practically 

unstaffed command post in Raguhn, the column headed in that direction in order to place the prisoners under the guard of our troops. As they approached the first buildings in the confusing half-light of early dawn, German machine guns nervously tattooed the road, killing Captain Aldinger and his German 

chauffeur. Later on, Corporal Perry from the reconnaissance platoon, drove the peep out, and he, too, was killed when it turned over for some inexplicable reason. Tragedies such as these struck us deeper than ever at this late date, since everyone felt that the war was nearly over. 
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In the meantime, the enemy troops in Thurland realized that they were isolated from their own lines, and decided to defend their positions until dark, then infiltrate through our cordon of tanks which surrounded them. 

Part of the 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion came to our rescue in an attack which was to 

consume the entire day. Artillery beat in heavily for many hours and, in the evening, tanks were firing directly into the town, many of the rounds hitting the building we were staying in. 

It was nearly eleven o'clock at night that our liberators finally poured into Thurland. A larger part of the German command had been killed during the day, and most of the rest were captured. 

Struggling out of the cramped quarters, the American liberated witnessed, not without some satisfaction, a German village destroyed, with the exception of not more than four houses, by fire and artillery. 

As soon as the wounded were evacuated, the rest of us returned to our normal positions, this time into a safe Raguhn where the command post and aid stations were once more established. 




* * * * 

Source: excerpted from the book “Five Stars To Victory” pages 106-109 

Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady 2nd Bn. (Reinf.), 33rd Arm'd. 

Regt., 3rd Arm'd., Div. U. S. Army in the War Against Germany 1944 - 1945 

Roberts, A. Eaton 

Published by Atlas Printing & Engraving Co., Birmingham, Alabama, 1949 
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Liberation of Nordhausen / Mittelbau-Dora Camps 
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Source: book “Spearheading In The West” pages 147 - 150 
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******************************************** 

 

Mittelbau-Dora in the National Socialist Concentration Camp System 

Mittelbau-Dora is a prototypical example of forced labour by concentration camp inmates, 

and thus of a new camp type within the National Socialist concentration camp system – a 

type not represented by other concentration camp memorials. Between 1943 and 1945, some 

60,000 persons from nearly all the countries of Europe, above all the Soviet Union, Poland 

and France, were deported to the Harz Mountains as concentration camp inmates to perform 

forced labour for the German armament industry. One in three of them died. 

“Dora” was founded in the summer of 1943 as a subcamp of Buchenwald concentration 

camp when the rocket production activities carried out at Peenemünde were relocated to 

tunnel facilities near Nordhausen to protect them from air attacks. Other armament projects 

soon followed: in 1944/45, tens of thousands of concentration camp inmates were deployed 

for forced labour in the construction of underground aircraft factories and fuel plants. To 

accommodate them, the SS established new subcamps which in the autumn of 1944 were 

consolidated with the Dora camp to form the independent Mittelbau concentration camp. 

The Mittelbau network consisted of nearly forty camps located throughout the Harz 

Mountains. 



Source: https://www.buchenwald.de/en/29/ 




******************************************** 
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Dora - Mittelbau/Nordhausen 

Concentration Camp 

   Dora – Mittelbau also known Dora-Nordhausen was a concentration camp in the Harz Mountains, three miles from Nordhausen, Saxony, in Germany. 



The  Dora-Mittelbau camp was first mentioned on 27 August 1943 

as an external unit of the Buchenwald concentration camp. On 28 

October 1944 it became a major concentration camp in its own 

right, with twenty-three branches, most of them in the vicinity, inside 

a restricted military area. 

Following Hitler's August 22 1943 order for SS-Reichsführer 

Heinrich Himmler to use concentration camp workers for A-4 

production, 107 inmates arrived at Nordhausen from Buchenwald 

on August 28, 1943, followed by 1,223 on September 2. Workers 

from Peenemünde departed on October 13, 1943. 



The Lutherplatz in the town of Nordhausen  Originally called Block 17/3 Buchenwald, the SS administration ordered Dora to be political y separated from Buchenwald at the 

end of September 1944 and to become the center of Konzentrationslager Mittelbau (Concentration Camp Central Construction). In effect, the camp became operational on November 1, 1944 with 32,471 Mittelbau prisoners of many nationalities. 

The SS used the Boelcke Kaserne, a former barracks in 

Nordhausen city, as a dumping ground for hopeless prisoner 

cases. Thousands of prisoners were transferred to  Dora-Mittelbau, 

mostly from Buchenwald and they were put to work excavating 

underground tunnels that were to serve as the site of a huge plant 

for the manufacture of V-2 missiles and other arms. 

The original plan of excavation and tunneling provided for two long 

tunnels that would parallel through the mountain from north to 

south and be connected by forty-six smaller tunnels. By 1943 the 

government research firm WIFO had completed Tunnel B and had 

partial y finished the Tunnel A opening on the northern side of the 



hil . 



Entrance to the tunnels at Nordhausen 

The project yielded an excellent site for underground rocket production in the two main tunnels – each 1,800 

meters long and 12 and a half meters wide – and twenty-three connecting tunnels. The Germans used the main tunnels for rocket testing. Railroad tracks ran the length of the tunnel, with sufficient space remaining at the side for huge pieces of machinery. The Junkers company used the small northern section to manufacture airplane engines. 

Until the plant was put into operation, in the late spring of 1944, the ten thousand prisoners working on the site had no living quarters and were housed inside the tunnels, under unbearable conditions, deprived of daylight and fresh air for weeks at a time. They had to work at a murderous pace, in twelve-hour shifts, in very unsanitary conditions and lack of security precautions led to a mortality rate much higher than that in any other concentration camp in Germany. 



132 







Zane L Strickland Military Records 

Only after production began was a camp of wooden barracks 

constructed in  Dora – Mittelbau, to which the prisoners were transferred 

in the summer of 1944. That autumn, when maximum production was 

attained in the camp, Dora-Mittelbau had a permanent prison population 

in the main camp of over twelve thousand, with another twenty thousand 

in the satellite camps. 

When construction was completed and the plant went into operation, 

thousands of Jewish prisoners from various countries were brought 

to  Dora-Mittelbau. They were treated with great brutality and were 

assigned the most physical y exacting jobs, their mortality rate was 

higher than that of any other group of prisoners. 

Tunnel - A One of the two parallel 



tunnels 

Jewish prisoners who were exhausted 

and could not keep pace with the work 

were sent to Auschwitz and Mauthausen, in special transports, to be kil ed there. 

The first group of prisoners sent to  Dora-Mittelbau from Buchenwald included 

several individuals who had been active in the underground organisation in that 

camp. Together with other groups of prisoners of various nationalities, they formed 

an underground while  Dora-  Mittelbau was stil  under construction, in order to 

sabotage the work and slow it down. 

When production began in 1944, the sabotage operations were intensified, 

seriously damaging the manufacturing process and upsetting the timetable for the 

delivery of the weapons desperately needed by the Nazis, as the tide of war 

turned against them. 





Although most of the prisoners were men, a few women were held in the Dora 

Section of V2 rocket being 

Mittelbau camp and in the Groß Werther subcamp. Only one woman guard is now 

constructed at Dora-

known to have served in Dora, Lagerführerin Erna Petermann. Regardless of 

Mittelbau 

gender, al  prisoners were treated with extreme cruelty, which caused il ness, 

injuries and deaths. 



Examples of the cruelty routinely inflicted on prisoners include: severe 

beatings that could permanently disable and/or disfigure the victims, 

deliberate and life-threatening starvation, physical and mental torture as 

well as summary execution under the smallest pretext. 

Large numbers of prisoners were jailed on charges of sabotage; many 

were kil ed during their interrogations or were subsequently executed. 

More than two hundred prisoners, including several of the underground 

leaders were hanged in public. 



On 1 April 1945 the Nazis began the evacuation of the camp, within 

several days most of the prisoners had been taken out, with the majority 

Dead & dying prisoners found at 

transferred to Bergen-Belsen. 

Nordhausen  
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Thousands were murdered en-route, at one point near the vil age of 

Gardelegen, several thousand prisoners – mostly Jews – were crowded 

into a barn that was set on fire, burning them all to death. 

Others succumbed to disease after they reached Bergen-Belsen 

concentration camp on the very eve of liberation. On 25 March 

1945  Dora-Mittelbau and its satel ites contained 34,500 prisoners. 

The camp was liberated on 9 April 1945 by the American forces, who 

found only a handful of prisoners there. Between 7 August and 31 

December 1947, an American Military Tribunal, which was independent 



of the International Military Tribunal at Nuremburg, tried nineteen former 

staff members of the  Dora- Mittelbau, fifteen were found guilty. 

Bodies laid out for mass burial at Dora-



Mittelbau 



The commandants of Dora – Mittelbau were  SS-Sturmbannfuhrer Otto 

Foerschmer, and  SS-Sturmbannfuhrer  Richard Baer, who was also 

commandant at Auschwitz. Other notable camp personnel were Karl Fritzsch 

who also served at Auschwitz and Flossenburg, Karl Hoecker, who was at 

Majdanek and Auschwitz, Franz Hossler, who served at Auschwitz, Dachau 

and Bergen-Belsen, Dr Karl Kahr, who also served Dachau and 

Buchenwald, Alois Kurz, who also served at Majdanek and Auschwitz, Max 

Sell who served at Ravensbruck and Auschwitz, Dr Eduard Wirths, who was 

in charge of al  physicians at Auschwitz. 

The protective-custody camp leader,  SS-Obersturmfuhrer Hans Karl Moeser, 

was sentenced to death by hanging. In his trial statement said: 



Sixteen of the nineteen defendants   “The same way, with the same pleasure, as you shoot deer, I shoot a human 

on trial for war crimes at Dora-

 being. When I came to the SS and had to shoot the first three persons, my 

Mittelbau 

 food didn’t taste good for three days, but today it is a pleasure. It is a joy for 

 me.”  

The other defendants received sentences that ranged from five years to life imprisonment. 

Source: http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/dora.html 









134 

Zane L Strickland Military Records 


***************************************************************** 

 

By noon of the 11th of April, another large city fell to Task Force Lovelady. This was Nordhausen, the site of a notorious concentration camp. 



The horrors of Nordhausen have been dwelt upon so extensively by others that we shall not describe its gruesome scenes here. Having seen it, we need no words to remind us. Its gross inhumanity has been burned deep into our minds. We shall not forget the brutish sadism of the people who perpetrated and tolerated these dens of mass murder. 



Source: book “Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady” 




***************************************************************** 
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Source: “Dora – Nordhausen War Crimes Trial” book 
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Zane Strickland’s unit was in Nordhausen at time of the newsreel filming: 





Source: 45th Armored Medical Battalion after action report 1945-04 
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Still frame of Zane Strickland from newsreel – National Archives reel 111 ADC 3961: 
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The “MGP” on his helmet is for “Military Government Police,” in his case a provisional 

assignment. This would appear on his orders as: "Provisional Military Government Police 

Force Detachment" 

This matches the history as told by his son, Rick Strickland, that he was first assigned to 

guard duty before switching to the medics. 



Source:  

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:1hDopfN5yvoJ:wwiidropzone.com/

product/mgp-marked-fixed-bail/+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us 
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This still is taken from: 
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National Archives meta data card for newsreel 111 ADC 3961 
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Service Dates & ASR audit 

Dates of service: 

induction

2-Jan-43

Little Rock, AR

active service

9-Jan-43

departure

9-Mar-45

arrival

21-Mar-45

departure

19-Jan-46

arrival

29-Jan-46

discharge

5-Feb-46

length of service

years

months

days

continental

2

2

6

foreign

0

10

21

Advanced Service Rating (ASR)  Score

2-Sep-45

48

EDate

1/2/1943

LDate

9/2/1945

1/9/1943 to 1/9/1945

24

1/9/1945 to 9/2/1945

8

32

Calculated ASR

discharge

service months @ 9/1945

32

overseas months @ 9/1945

6

medals

5

campaigns

5

children

0

48

ASR Scoring:

1. Month in service = 1 pt

2. Month in service overseas = 1 pt

3. Combat award (including medal and battle stars) = 5 pts

note that campaign stars worn on theater ribbons = 5 pts

4. Dependent child under 18 = 12 pts

Sources:

Dates:

Army discharge

ASR Scoring: 

http://www.custermen.com/AtTheFront/Points.htm  
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Zane Strickland Army Discharge 
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Zane Strickland Birth Certificate 

Note the “Name changed by affidavit 8/28/51” notation on the birth certificate:  
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His given name at birth was Lovidee Zane Strickland but he went by Zane Lovidee 

Strickland all of his adult life and legally changed it to that after the war. 
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WWII Photos From Strickland Family Archives: 



Date unknown 

Location unknown 

Presumed to be the journey to Europe 9 March – 21 March 1945 as the journey back to the 

U.S. after the war was in January and it is unlikely the men would be topside during that 

time of year. 
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

Zane Strickland in the middle, seated 
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

Note the 3rd Armored Division insignia on the helmet: 
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

Notes: 

  The graphic on the sign, which is difficult to make out, refers to the 3rd Armored 

Division's (3rd AD) nickname of the "Spearhead." 

  The "OZARK" refers to the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, (36th AIR) which was 

part of the 3rd AD. 

  "Ozark" was the radio call sign of the 36th AIR. All except two call signs in the 3rd AD began with the letter O. 

  "Blue" refers to a segment of the 36th AIR. I do not know the level of segmentation but my best guess is battalion. I found other 36th AIR photos with "Ozark Red" so I 

am deducing that the battalion components of the 36th AIR used color designations. 

  "Litter Squads" refers to the men who carried the wounded back from the front lines to the medical stations. 
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

The 3rd Armored Division was assigned to occupy Frankfurt, Germany after the war, so this 

location may have been there. 

Ironically, Douglas Hackney’s mother-in-law, Antje Hofmann Stant, lived in Frankfurt at 

this time as a young girl. She has fond memories of the U.S. soldiers who occupied the city. 

It is possible that their two paths crossed during this period. 
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

Notes: The left shoulder patch is from the Southern Defense Command so this is probably a 

shot of his buddies while he was stationed in the U.S. 

A second major responsibility of [Southern Defense Command ] was the training of soldiers 

prior to their deployment overseas. 

[Southern Defense Command ] headquarters was co-located with the existing Third Army 

headquarters at Fort Sam Houston [in San Antonio, Texas]. 

SDC's operational region covered the states of New MexicoTexas, Oklahoma, 

Arkansas,Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and the western half of the Florida 

Panhandle. 

Source: Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Defense_Command 
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

Notes: The left shoulder patch is from the Southern Defense Command so this is probably a 

shot of his buddies while he was stationed in the U.S. 

I have been unable to identify the location or the right shoulder patch. 
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Date: 5 July 1945 

Location: Probably in or around Frankfurt, Germany 

He was a week shy of his 22nd birthday in this photo. 
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The 3rd Armored Division patch in this photo was the key to unlocking all of this 

information. A friend identified the unit by that patch. That led to identifying the 36th 

Armored Infantry Division and its personnel directory. 
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Zane Strickland Medals, Pins and Ribbons 



Notes: 

  We believe the Merchant Marine Honorable service pin is from his father, Isaac Edgar 

“Jack” Strickland, who served in the Merchant Marines during the war. 

  Since making this image several years ago we have determined that the Meritorious 

Unit Citation is a faded copy of the Distinguished Unit Citation / Presidential Unit 

Citation. 
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Narratives and Unit Histories  

The following are from the period when Zane Strickland was with these units. 




************************************************ 

 

Excerpted from the book “Five Stars To Victory” 

25 March 1945 to 24 April 1945 



Here was the storied Rhine, its splendor enhanced by a beautiful backdrop of majestic mountains 

sprinkled with ancient castles. No wonder this fabled land had been the inspiration of poets and musicians through the centuries! These sights puzzled us in Germany, for we could never understand how such a scenic, fertile country could yield such a ferocious population of war-makers. 

Winding around steep trails we drove inland for several miles, bivouacking in fields torn intermittently by enemy artillery. By nightfall we had learned that our final objective was Altenkirchen, and that we would attack on the 25th of March. 

When we sprung into action at 0430 in the morning, we found that friendly troops had not yet reached our supposed line of departure. Passing through them anyway, we were held up temporarily by mines. 

Reaching the starting point, "D" company, in the lead, lost two tanks almost immediately to mines. This was a day of heavy slugging, each man giving his utmost to put a dent in the opponent's lines. By 8 

o'clock in the evening, we had punctured the inner ring of defense a distance of six miles, a gain greater than had been made in the First Army's sector during the past week. "D" company had lost three tanks, little enough for destroying two enemy tanks, four anti-tank and three self-propelled guns, seven trucks, three artillery pieces with their prime-movers, and two flak guns, besides capturing ninety-five prisoners! Task Force Lovelady was on the loose again, playing the game it knew so well, with all the brilliance of a perfectly coordinated team! 

Leaving Fiersbach the following morning, we were due for a trying day. A frontal attack was impossible because so many anti-tank weapons were hidden in a broad wooded semi-circle that they could pick us off like ducks in a shooting gallery. Flanking movements were equally difficult because of rugged terrain features which precluded maneuvering. The provoking slowness of an infantry attack would be the only way to break the gauntlet of fire which presented an unsurpassable barrier to tanks. 

There was no alternative and we were forced to remain in approximately the same position all day while the infantry systematically destroyed strongpoint after strongpoint. Close artillery support accounted for two self-propelled guns which had played havoc with "E" company. P-47's flew over and bombed an 161 
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enemy tank to Kingdom Come, then strafed several suspected positions. Towards the end of the day, "E" 

company knocked out another self-propelled gun, and we were finally on the way. 

The column moved most of the night in a drizzling rain to reach its objective near Altenkirchen a few hours before dawn. We had accepted heavy losses that day in the interest of achieving a definite breakthrough. "E" company had lost five tanks, "D" company one. Four of Captain Aldinger's supply trucks had been knocked out, one after another, and one medical half-track was hit by an anti-tank gun. 

Task Force Richardson had already entered Altenkirchen from the right flank, and much of Combat 

Command "A" had broken out of their sector of lighter resistance to dash headlong towards Hitler's inner sanctum. 

The anticipated breakthrough had been accomplished within two days of committing the 3rd Armored Division! All the pent-up might on the Remagen Bridgehead was ready to pour through the gaping 

German lines to exploit the successes of our division! 

It was clear that we were destined to tailor another pocket, this time sewing shut Germany's greatest industrial region, the Ruhr Valley. The Ninth Army had bridged the Rhine further north and were 

driving hard to the east. Now, we must meet them. 

After following the route of Combat Command "A" on the 27th of March, we were ready to lead an attack on Marburg the next morning. 

Leaving Herborn to cross the Dill River, we reached our line of departure before nine o'clock in the morning. With the exhilarating smell of both impending victory and spring in the air, morale was never higher. Soft sunshine brought to life the early morning dew, making cloudlets of steam-like fog rise from the warming earth. Colonel Lovelady drove to the head of his column in his peep, waving over his shoulder for the tankers to "Step on it." As their pace reached 20 or 25 miles per hour, he would drop back to a more nearly normal place in the line, sometimes stopping by a crossroad to admire his heavy team as they passed in battle review. When their pace would tend to slacken, he would again speed recklessly ahead and encourage them to drive on. Overhead, hundreds of silver-winged American 

bombers droned their way in perfect echelon, towards the ever diminishing target areas in Central Germany. The thrill of watching these symbols of America's overwhelming power in the air and on the ground, and being a part of it, spurred the tankers on to even greater endeavor, and they now "barreled" 

along the highways at top speed. 

The column would not even slow down for pockets of small arms resistance and the tanks knocked out seven enemy trucks, practically without stopping. A great fuel supply dump was captured, its location reported, then left behind without taking time to examine its contents. Town after town fell so quickly that the people didn't have time to put out the white flags, and could only crouch in their doorways, staring in awe at the unexpected advance. French, Belgian, English, Polish and Russian prisoners of war lined the roads by the thousands, waving and shouting "Viva l'Amerique!" in all its variations. At one point we looked into a valley on our left and watched a German supply column moving in the opposite direction, obviously unaware that we were anything but their own forces. Not wishing to waste time playing with them, as long as they were hopelessly lost anyway, we continued straight towards our objective. 
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In an hour and a half we had travelled more than 20 miles and were on the southern edge of Marburg, one of Germany's cultural centers, a city of some 25,000 population. Its several hospitals and lack of industrial development had scared it from the fate of destruction by Allied bombers that we had seen in Cologne, Bonn and Altenkirchen. Its great 13th Century Cathedral, and University, founded in 1527, escaped completely the ravages of this most terrible of wars. Here, "D" company was halted by a log and earthen road block, covered with infantry forces armed with small weapons, grenades and 

panzerfausts, and well zeroed-in by mortars. Without waiting for this to be cleared, "E" company swung sharply left, encircled the city, and came in to it from the west at 1030 hours. Thus, complete and overwhelming surprise was attained as we hurriedly and with the method of long experience took over the prize and sealed its exits before the consternation of the inhabitants began to wane. 

In the meantime, engineers had forced the road block and the rest of the task force joined in the securement of the objective. 

Entire garrisons of troops with a high percentage of officers were captured. Formal surrenders were accepted all through the day. The final count was 2000 prisoners, not counting the 6000 wounded in the seven hospitals. 

A brief review of the hospitals revealed a number of Americans had been captured between the Roer and the Rhine. They were collected and started back on the route of evacuation after telling us some of the stories of their experiences. They had received as good treatment as was possible for the dwindling medical facilities of the disintegrating German state to render. Food was scarce, but they were as well nourished as the German wounded. "K" rations actually looked good to them, and they could not have devoured them with more zest, had they been turkey. 

The civilian Nazis had thrived during the Hitler regime in this ancient and wealthy university center. 

More arrogant than most we had met, it was necessary to convince them that we meant business and that their homes were ours for billets and command posts. 

Well-stocked Nazi warehouses were quickly ransacked until everyone had new flags with great black swastika's, arm bands and other souvenirs. 

Fine liqueurs and an abundance of Schnapps were collected, consumed in moderation, the rest being loaded into our vehicles for future reference. 

Marburg was the biggest prize yet seized east of the Rhine. Task Force Lovelady reveled in its spoils of war and prepared for another exciting day. 

At five o'clock in the morning on March 29th. Captain John Haldeman, who had led us unerringly 

through much of France, Belgium and into Germany, took his Reconnaissance Company out of Marburg to find the best route leading north. At the first town, Colbe, they hit a hornet's nest of small arms, panzerfausts and mortars. They were trapped with nothing but thin-skinned vehicles. Captain Haldeman was wounded in the neck and they called for help. A platoon from "B" company went to their rescue, the scrap developing into a full-fledged fire-fight in which our small force came out second best, several of our light tankers and Reconnaissance soldiers and officers being wounded or killed. 
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Meanwhile, the rest of our task force took a parallel route west of them, driving with all speed in the direction of Paderborn. Resistance stiffened during the day, "D" company encountering intense bazooka fire in Munchausen, and losing one tank. Rather than consume precious time opposing it, we flanked the town and continued northward, knocking out five trucks, capturing two large railroad guns and 170 

prisoners. By dusk, we had travelled 48 miles! 

Factories and farms poured forth their slave laborers, who greeted us joyously, exuberant on their day of liberation. A constant stream of these happy folk lined the road as they immediately started towards home; French and Belgians walking in the opposite direction from us, on one side of the road; Russians, Poles, Slavs, following us, on the other side, all trekking hopefully toward their respective homelands. 

We continued our relentless drive on Paderborn on the 30th of March, through ever-increasing 

opposition. The enemy had bolstered its collapsing defenses with picked groups of S.S. soldiers, armed mainly with panzerfausts. 

"B" company was leading when they were trapped at a road block in Wrexen. Almost simultaneously, three tanks were knocked out by the deadly panzerfausts, their operators thoroughly concealed in roadside dug-outs. As the tankers bailed out, they were mercilessly mowed down in a withering curtain of machine gun fire. Thus, three tankers were killed and several wounded, along with much of the infantry who had been riding with them. "E" company pulled its heavier weapons up to relieve the desperately beset light tankers. Their plight was temporarily eased and by dusk we were through the town, trying to blaze our way to the final objective. Due to the steep cliffs, completely fortified on the left side of the road, "E" company was stymied until the infantry ferreted out the tenacious defenders. 

By the time that task was accomplished, night had closed in on us and it was decided to try to run the gauntlet under the cloak of darkness. Hardly had we started out than the resounding "BOOM!" of many panzerfausts crystallized in the chill air, sending great flashes of fire far into the night. "E" company lost two tanks, and one was captured before we could withdraw. 

Returning to Wrexen for the night, we received the tragic word of Major General Rose's death. He had been in Task Force Welborn's column on our left flank, when they were treacherously ambushed by a strong force of enemy tanks. With no alternative but surrender, he started to hand his pistol to his captors, when they shot him to death with a Schmeisser machine gun. Because of the importance of the attack which he was leading, and in honor of his personal courage, both VII Corps and First Army has since referred to the operation which virtually isolated the entire Ruhr industrial area, as the "Rose Pocket." 

On March 31st, Task Force Lovelady resumed its attack, "D" company in the lead. Their first act was to knock out the Sherman which had fallen into enemy hands the night before. Then, just as the high ground was being cleared by the infantry with two tanks from "E" company, our combat command headquarters ordered us to withdraw into Wrexen and take another route to our objective. 

This we did, losing another tank to that obnoxious little weapon, the panzerfaust, and fighting deep into the night. 
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Changing our route again, we jumped off at six o'clock in the morning, determined to reach our 

objective that day. At 1200 hours, Task Force Lovelady and Task Force Welborn entered the recently fire-bombed city of Paderborn against nothing but small arms resistance. By the time this devastated city was firmly secured, we had collected 160 prisoners. 

Here the death of Major General Rose was partially avenged. A Nazi General Major by the name of 

Lippert was quite confidently and completely, without knowledge of our advancing tentacles, working in his garden. When the news of our impending approach finally dawned upon him, he rushed into his house, donned his dress uniform and tried to escape by running into the woods at the edge of the city. 

Refusing to halt at the repeated demands of our infantry, he was mortally wounded by a few well-placed bursts from a Tommy-gun. 

Our task force was proud to have been a part of the 3rd Armored Division and to have assumed a vital part in closing the great Ruhr trap which was to yield 350,000 enemy troops who were now completely cut off from supplies and reinforcements. 

Task Force Lovelady had helped sew up the Rose Pocket with stitches of steel. Other units were 

designated to destroy its contents while we resumed the First Army's eastward thrust. 

"B" company had seized and secured Dahl, a suburb of Paderborn, capturing 15 prisoners against little opposition. 

By April 4th, though we only had 16 Sherman and 4 light tanks left, we were sufficiently refreshed to begin another long drive, this time to the Weser River and beyond. 

Leaving Ebberinghausen early in the morning, we spent most of the day fighting terrain and clearing woods, eventually arriving on an objective already secured by the Ninth Armored Division, who had fought along our right flank. 

Seeking to avoid opposition in order to expedite a rapid push to the river, we drove through the night until one o'clock in the morning, when we were halted by impassable roads. A reconnaissance patrol spent the rest of the night looking for a better route, ran into an enemy road block at which two of our soldiers gave their lives and one officer was seriously wounded. 

Marked opposition from roving self-propelled guns and tanks weakened us to 15 Sherman and 9 light tanks, holding us up most of the day. 

On April 7th, we turned north from Trendelburg to capture Helmarshausen on the Weser River, after destroying an enemy tank, 3 trucks and capturing 45 prisoners. The next day was spent securing the river banks and getting ready for the plunge to the other side. 

On April 9th we were on the east bank of the Weser, rolling insistently eastward. By dusk we had reached Lenglern, two miles northwest of the ancient city of Gottingen, having destroyed one enemy tank, one self-propelled gun and capturing another 20 prisoners. 

Now we were moving swiftly as town after town fell before they had time to complete their log and 165 
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earthen road blocks. A town defended by small numbers of enemy bazooka-men and snipers was reason enough to draw our tanks up to a fighting front to practically destroy the village by tank, mortar and artillery fire, and sometimes by strafing planes. 

"Axis Sally," the German female commentator who broadcast the news, highly flavored with propaganda, in English, had always given the 3rd Armored Division considerable infamous publicity. It was about this time that she professed the enemy's dislike for us, just as we had hated them so ruthlessly for many months. Speaking of the merciless onslaughts by. some American units, she reminded us that few German troops would take prisoners from the 1st and 9th Infantry Division, or the 3rd Armored. 

This bit of advertisement served only to make us more immaculate in our devastation of German 

property and lives, though we would not stoop to refuse the surrender of those who wished to give up legitimately. 

By noon of the 11th of April, another large city fell to Task Force Lovelady. This was Nordhausen, the site of a notorious concentration camp. 

The horrors of Nordhausen have been dwelt upon so extensively by others that we shall not describe its gruesome scenes here. Having seen it, we need no words to remind us. Its gross inhumanity has been burned deep into our minds. We shall not forget the brutish sadism of the people who perpetrated and tolerated these dens of mass murder. 

Hardly had Nordhausen been cleared than "E" company attacked southeast to secure Sundhausen in order to facilitate the speed of our eastward attack. 

On April 12th, we roared out of Nordhausen for a blitz attack on Allstedt, another thirty miles along the road to Berlin. Racing through town after town, burgermeisters were informed that if a single shot was fired at an American soldier, we would burn that village to the ground. This was the kind of talk Nazis understood and we progressed rapidly, capturing 60 prisoners by dusk. Unknowingly, we had taken 

many towns which we were to come back to as their first occupation troops after the war. Haringen, Kelbra, Tilleda fell in rapid succession. 

Just east of Tilleda, we encountered the tiny "Beetle" tanks, grotesque failures in the Nazis' book of weird weapons. These were little more than a yard long, less than two feet high, and about twenty inches wide. They were shaped like a tank and carried tracks. They were propelled by a battery-operated electrical mechanism and were guided by a reel of wire which unwound from the operator as the tank moved forward. The body of this lilliputian held in its warhead, several pounds of T.N.T. Our tanks riddled them into easy submission before they had done any damage and we by-passed them scoffingly. 

These were days quite like those of nearly a year ago when we were racing through France. Instead of so many tanks and anti-tank guns, however, the most popular weapon now was the panzerfaust. We were also encountering more flak guns whose barrels were depressed for use as anti-tank weapons. Here, too, every town had its entrance blocked by sturdily constructed log and earth, or rock, road blocks. We were marching so fast, though, that many of these had not yet been completed. 

On the 13th of April, "D" company ran into serious direct crossfire, which destroyed a peep and two tanks, causing some casualties. Our infantry flanked the town of Unterrissdorf on the right. "B" 
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company was on the left and, as they were about to close in on the offenders, the entire crews of two large flak guns appeared with their hands over their heads. 

After that, we proceeded for several miles, practically unmolested, stopping at the banks of the Saale River near Wettin. Finding the bridge blown and a few snipers childishly trying to be brave from the buildings on the other side of the river, our tankers cleaned out their .50 caliber machine guns by firing them into the windows. This was followed by a few minutes of animated strafing by P-47's just to warn the townsfolk that they were making a mistake by trying to defend their village with a few riflemen. 

Colonel Welborn's task force had a bridge across the river north of us, so we returned to Beesenstadt for the night and crossed the river on the morning of the 14th, returning then to our own route. 

"D" company was again snared into a trap of direct fire which cost them one tank, while "E" company lost two tanks trying to flank the enemy's guns. This accomplished, the task force approached Zorbig, there to encounter determined resistance from infantry with large numbers of panzerfausts. This 

stronghold paid a heavy price for its folly, because we lost no time laying down a heavy artillery concentration, elaborated upon by vicious strafing from the P-47's who hovered over us, just waiting for a chance to shoot. Then, laying down an irresistible curtain of marching fire, our tanks and infantry rolled through a completely subdued community. 

Moving out at dawn, Task Force Lovelady achieved its deepest penetration into Germany on the 15th of April. 

Crossing another great autobahn, we approached Raguhn, our entrance fanatically opposed by 

panzerfaust troops whose only hope was to knock out one tank before they died. This they seemed to do willingly, and a hundred enemy soldiers clutched their diabolical weapons in lifeless hands before the day ended. Three hundred wiser ones surrendered. 

We then prepared the town for our arrival by greeting them with a lusty artillery and mortar barrage, which facilitated our entrance at four o'clock in the afternoon. Reconnaissance elements inspected the River Mulde for the unlikely possibility of unmolested bridges, returning with the usual report that they were all blown. We were not particularly perturbed since our orders were not explicit about further objectives on the other side of the Mulde, and we settled down for a comfortable night's rest in Raguhn. 

"B" company back-tracked for a few miles in a northwesterly direction, to clear out a village called Thurland, a name which more than a hundred of us will never forget, for reasons to be presented shortly. 

Here they encountered strong small arms resistance, and the ubiquitous panzerfaust, which had been the mainstay of the dying Wehrmacht since the closure of the Rose Pocket, destroyed two of our light tanks and killed Lieutenant Forbes. 

The next day was spent clearing the towns along the banks of the River Mulde in our sector. "D" 

company seized Priorau and Schierau against light opposition, in which they captured 18 prisoners and a small ammunition dump. "E" company, with infantry from the 414th Regiment, attacked north through woods, to secure a road crossing just south of Dessau. Here they were subjected to continuous barrages of artillery and mortar fire coming from the east side of the river, which caused some casualties, especially among the infantrymen. 
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At this point, our long engaged task force was dangerously attenuated to spread it out so thinly over such a broad and, as yet, unstable. front. On the 16th of April, the command post, maintenance section, the infantry and armored aid stations, moved into Thurland in order to assume an approximate central position among our widely dispersed troops. Little did we suspect that some of the most exciting and terrifying hours of the war were about to begin in this little town, thus far scarcely touched by the devastating hand of conflict. 

After establishing as nearly normal guard precautions as possible with an understrength command, we settled down for a few hours of much needed rest, with the exception of Colonel Lovelady, who left his headquarters to join his companies in an attack through the woods. At 0130 o'clock in the morning, the town was attacked by a battalion of enemy infantry, whom we soon recognized as first rate troops, experts in their business. From the burgermeister and Nazi civilians, they found out exactly which buildings we were in, whereupon they set about systematically to rout us out. The command post came first. Some of the officers and men tried to shoot their way out, believing they were faced by only a small patrol. This error led to the death of our Air Corps Lieutenant who had stayed with us to keep liaison with the P-47's. Young, our valiant, youthful motorcycle rider, incurred a compound fractured arm, and because he couldn't be evacuated for more than twenty-four hours, died, apparently from gas gangrene. Others were wounded less critically, among them, Captain Aldinger, whose foot was slightly injured. The rest of the battalion staff was captured intact except for Chief Warrant Officer Palfey, who shot one German with his pistol, then buried himself under a pile of potatoes, where he remained throughout the ordeal. 

Continuing methodically through town, the marauders approached the aid station, which was billeted in two buildings separated by a driveway. This led to a barnyard surrounded by hay-filled sheds, and served as an excellent parking lot for the medical vehicles. Suddenly, the familiar flash and the crash of a panzerfaust brought us quickly to our feet. Dressing hurriedly, it was immediately apparent that the barns were burning furiously and would soon consume all of our vehicles. At that instant, a hand grenade was casually, and impolitely, hurled in the window, its fragments wounding S/Sgt. Griese in the face. Not realizing the strength of the attack, the men thought only of getting their vehicles out of the holocaust. This they did, turning westward and driving through a canyon of gutteral voices, but no further shots were fired. They halted on the edge of town, hiding themselves in the cellar of an infantry company's command post. In less than an hour, commands in German brought them from their refuge, hands over heads. Outside, they faced perhaps thirty enemy soldiers with two officers, only a small portion of the number who were in town. After being counted and searched, they were returned to the basement until dawn. 

By then, news of our plight had reached higher headquarters, and friendly artillery (no more consoling than enemy artillery under these circumstances) began pounding at intervals, much to the disconcern of the German troops. By 0830 o'clock in the morning, all American prisoners were collected in another small basement across the street. There were 117 of us, and if it is true that "Misery loves company," 

there was an abundance of both, crowded into this tiny shelter. 

The burgermeister was walking around his town in full glory, smoking an American cigar and wielding an American pistol. He supervised the distribution of panzerfausts and furnished whatever information was needed. His attitude did not impress us favorably and eventually led to his inability to ever hold that office again. 
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Our vehicles were thoroughly ransacked, and soon Germans were eating our emergency "K" rations with apparent relish, drinking our coffee and smoking our cigarettes. They wasted no time improving their defenses around the town, cutting the autobahn just west of it, and preparing for the counterattack which was sure to come. 

Believing that another German battalion had successfully attacked Raguhn, thus providing them with a route of evacuation across the Mulde River, they loaded our ambulances with wounded together with considerable numbers of unwounded troops, assigned American drivers with German guards, and started back. Captain Aldinger rode at the head of the column in a peep, with a German driver. 

The other battalion of enemy infantry hadn't performed so well, holding only a few houses on the western edge of Raguhn. Even this fact was unknown to Captain Aldinger, who had no reason to think that the village was not entirely in our hands. At the crossroads a few hundred yards from Raguhn, the strange procession was halted by an alert tank destroyer road block whose persuasive looking 90 

millimeter guns encouraged the enemy occupants of the vehicles to surrender. 

With the perfectly correct impression that Colonel Lovelady had again established a practically 

unstaffed command post in Raguhn, the column headed in that direction in order to place the prisoners under the guard of our troops. As they approached the first buildings in the confusing half-light of early dawn, German machine guns nervously tattooed the road, killing Captain Aldinger and his German 

chauffeur. Later on, Corporal Perry from the reconnaissance platoon, drove the peep out, and he, too, was killed when it turned over for some inexplicable reason. Tragedies such as these struck us deeper than ever at this late date, since everyone felt that the war was nearly over. 

In the meantime, the enemy troops in Thurland realized that they were isolated from their own lines, and decided to defend their positions until dark, then infiltrate through our cordon of tanks which surrounded them. 

Part of the 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion came to our rescue in an attack which was to 

consume the entire day. Artillery beat in heavily for many hours and, in the evening, tanks were firing directly into the town, many of the rounds hitting the building we were staying in. 

It was nearly eleven o'clock at night that our liberators finally poured into Thurland. A larger part of the German command had been killed during the day, and most of the rest were captured. 

Struggling out of the cramped quarters, the American liberated witnessed, not without some satisfaction, a German village destroyed, with the exception of not more than four houses, by fire and artillery. 

As soon as the wounded were evacuated, the rest of us returned to our normal positions, this time into a safe Raguhn where the command post and aid stations were once more established. 

Except for routine patrols, the allocation of a few "B" company tanks to another task force for reinforcement, and of three "E" company tanks to secure a town which had been seized by Task Force Richardson, there was not much activity. Various plans were proposed for bridging the Mulde and 

securing that part of Raguhn on the eastern bank, but none of these materialized. 
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Combat Command "A" was attacking Dessau, while we continued to hold what we had. 

For the Task Force Lovelady, the war was nearly ended. They had reached the banks of the River 

Mulde, final destination of the VII Corps. The war was rapidly dissolving around them as the Russians hit Berlin and were approaching units south of us near Leipzig. Now they were waiting for the Ninth Infantry Division to come forward and relieve them. Billeting parties went back to Tilleda, Sittendorf and Rossla. Ironically enough, we were destined to sojourn under the majestic shadow of a titanic monument in memory of Germany's leader in World War I, Kaiser Wilhelm. On the highest hill at 

Kyffhauser, it could be seen by all the troops in our task force and the massive lodges surrounding it, a luxurious haven for officers in the S.S. and their spouses, would soon be occupied by "D" company. 

Those of us who later examined its extensive museum were struck by a scroll engraved in English which read, "To our dear friends and True Comrades!" and signed by the members of Milwaukee's American Legion Post as late as 1934! We could not but wonder if someday we would follow in the gullible 

footsteps of our progenitors, perhaps inscribing a congratulatory message to the inaugurators of a similar monument in honor of Hitler. We did not think we ever would, but time does strange things, and 

Americans are strange people, willing to love and trust in a world that knows only hate and deceit. 

On the 24th day of April, Task Force Lovelady heard its last crash of enemy mortar and artillery, fired its farewell rounds into enemy lines, picked up its tracks and marched gayly into the west, relatively certain for the first time in ten adventure-filled months that they would awaken the next day to find themselves alive and unwounded. 



Source: excerpted from the book “Five Stars To Victory” 

Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady 2nd Bn. (Reinf.), 33rd Arm'd. 

Regt., 3rd Arm'd., Div. U. S. Army in the War Against Germany 1944 - 1945 

Roberts, A. Eaton 

Published by Atlas Printing & Engraving Co., Birmingham, Alabama, 1949 
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Third Armored Division 

Combat Command B - After Action Report - April 1945 
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45th Armored Medical Battalion - After Action Report  - April 1945 
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Sources: 



Books: 



Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady 2nd Bn. (Reinf.), 33rd 

Arm'd. Regt., 3rd Arm'd., Div. U. S. Army in the War Against Germany 1944 – 1945 

by Roberts, A. Eaton 

36th Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel Directory 1945 

Spearhead In The West – 1941-1945 The Third Armored Division – printed by Kunst 

und Werbedruck, Frankfurt am Main, Germany 1945 

Spearhead In The West – Third Armored Division  – Turner Publishing Company – 

1991 

Major General Maurice Rose: World War II's Greatest Forgotten Commander by 

Stephen L. Ossad & Don R. Marsh – Taylor Trade Publishing – 2006 

Siegfried Line 1944-45: Battles on the German frontier by Steven J. Zaloga – 2007 

Alamo in the Ardennes: The Untold Story of the American Soldiers Who Made the 

Defense of Bastogne Possible by John C. McManus – 2007 

In the Company of Heroes: The Memoirs of Captain Richard M. Blackburn Company 

A, 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment by Jerald W. Berry – 2013 

Louch by Lou Baczewski – 2013 

If You Survive: From Normandy to the Battle of the Bulge to the End of World War 

II by George Wilson – 2010 

Battle of the Bulge 1944 (1): St Vith and the Northern Shoulder by Steven J. Zaloga – 

2003 

Battle of the Bulge 1944 (2): Bastogne by Steven J. Zaloga – 2004 

Bloody Roads to Germany: At Huertgen Forest and the Bulge by William F. Meller – 

2012 
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The Bloody Forest: Battle for the Hurtgen: September 1944-January 1945 by Gerald 

Astor – 2000 

A Dark and Bloody Ground: The Hurtgen Forest and the Roer River Dams, 1944-

1945 by Edward G. Miller – 2003 

The Battle of the Huertgen Forest by Charles B. MacDonald – 2015 

Road to Huertgen: Forest in Hell by Paul Boesch - 2014 

The Hotton Report by Robert K. McDonald – 2012 

Armored Thunderbolt: The U.S. Army Sherman in World War II by Steven Zaloga – 

2008 

The Guns at Last Light: The War in Western Europe, 1944-1945 by Rick Atkinson – 

2013 

Death Traps: The Survival of an American Armored Division in World War II by 

Belton Y. Cooper – 2007 

U.S. Army Armored Division 1943-1945: Organization, Doctrine, Equipment by 

Yves J. Bellanger – 2010 

Data on World War II Tank Engagements Involving the U.S. Third and Fourth 

Armored Divisions by David C. Hardison - 2012 

United States Army in World War II European Theater of Operations Series 

  Breakout and Pursuit 

  Battle of the Bulge 

  The Siegfried Line Campaign 

  The Last Offensive 
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Pamphlets / Magazines:  



Call Me Spearhead – Saga of the Third Armored “Spearhead” Division – published by 

the Stars and Stripes 

Spearheading With The 3rd Armored Division – sequel to “Call Me Spearhead” – 

printed by Hallische Nachrichten, Halle (Saale) 

 

Newsletters: 



Ozark Red Grapevine Newsletter, July 1945 

Bugler Newsletter, date unknown 

Spearhead Doughboy Newsletter 

  19 January 1942 

  28 March 1942 

  24 April 1942 

  15 July 1945 

  9 September 1945 

  16 September 1945 

  7 October 1945 

  November 1945 – last issue 

3rd Armored Division Veterans Newsletter 

  Return to Europe trip – 1992 

  Return to Europe trip – 1994 
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Archives: 

University of Illinois – 3rd Armored Division Archives 

  Online access 

  Personal visit 

  Phone correspondence 

  Email correspondence 

  Procured high-resolution scans of maps and other materials 

United States National Archives 

  Online access 

  Email correspondence 

  Postal mail correspondence 

  Procured high-definition video transfer of multiple 35mm newsreels 

  Procured unit after action reports 

  Procured general orders 

United States Holocaust Museum – Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive 

  Online access 

  Email correspondence 

  Identified Zane Strickland in newsreel 

  Iterated with staff to identify the source National Archives newsreel 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library 

  Online access 

  Phone correspondence 

  Postal mail correspondence 

  Procured unit after action reports 

  Procured general orders 



National Personnel Records Center 

  Postal mail correspondence 

Strickland and Hackney Family Archives 

  Photos 

  Documents 
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Web sites: 



Unfortunately, I did not keep a log of all the web sites I used in this research. If I had 

done so, it would have been a very long list – as in many scores if not hundreds. 

The primary web sites for source material include: 



University of Illinois - 3rd Armored Division Association Archives 

http://archives.library.illinois.edu/guides/3rdarmor/ 

3rd Armored Division History Foundation 

http://www.3ad.com/ 

Association of 3d Armored Division Veterans 

http://www.3ad.org/ 

3rd Armored Division Association 

http://home.earthlink.net/~3adspearhead/ 

3rd Armored Division Memorial Group 

http://36air-ad.com/ 



Video: 



United States Holocaust Museum – Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive 

United States National Archives 

“3rd Armored Division Newsreels” by Combat Reels 

“March 1945: Dual at the Cathedral” by Hermann Rheindorf 



Researchers: 



Brandon T. Wiegand 
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Media Digital File Donations 

In the course of this project I funded the digitization of a variety of source materials into 

high-resolution and high-definition digital formats. 

The resulting digital files were donated to: 

United States Holocaust Museum – Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive 

  High-definition video transfers of 35mm newsreels 

The University of Illinois – 3rd Armored Division Archives 

  Assembled map collage and combat trail – William Brick campaign maps 

  High-definition video transfers of 35mm newsreels 

  High-resolution scans of: 

o  Unit After Action Reports 

o  Unit reports, maps and records 

o  General orders 

o  Large-format maps 

o  Pamphlets 

o  Posters  

o  Books 
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The crest symbolizes the birthplace of the Regiment,

The origin of Brownsville was the fort built by General

Taylor in 1846, at first kmown as Fort Texas, later as

Fort Brown in homor of Major Jacob Brown, who was killed

in its defense while commanding the 4th Infantrv. The

36th Infantrr is therefore doubly associated with Browns-
ville, as its birthplace and through the 4th Infantry, which
vas connected with the birth of Brownsville. The battles of
Pala Alto and Risaca di la Palma were fought for the defense
of Fort Texas. This is shown by a six-bestioned fort in green,

an allusion to the Mexican color, charged with the silver lore
star of Texas.

3. 'MOTTO. "Deeds Fot Words" needs no explanation.

B. On 22 April 1942, the War Department redesignated
the Coat of Arms, 36th Infantry, as the Coat of Arms, 36th
Armored Infantr: Regiment.

C. On 16 May 1941, information was received from the
War Department that the distinctive insignia of the 36th
Infantry consisted of the crest onlv of the Coat of Arms,
and on 22 April 1942, the distinctive insiznia of the 3642
Infantry was redesignated the distinctive insignia of the
36th Armored Infantry Regiment. b
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The Combat Gommand CP crossed the Hiver gbout 1430 end fol-
lowed Task Force Hogen on Route 2, About 1600 the Combat Command
coiled in a field just south of Lobmitz, Vhile there, 66 enemy
infentry were flushed from the woods just north of Worbzig, by
Service units, and 22 others in Lobnits by 2 Liaison Officers.
Both groups were very close to the CP locaticn, it 2030, the CP
moved into the western edge of Kothen for the night. On the way,
an 88 me gun fired st the coluun but very little deuage was done.
Barlier in the day, the Iuftwaffe strafed the left column of Com-
bet Coumand “B", and aleo the Division CP column, F-51'c chased
them eway, and shot down 1 FW 190,

1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regimeni, part of Combat
Command "A", Tesk Force Boles, crotsed the Seale River on Eridge 1,
immediately in rear of Combat Commana "R", and at the close of the
period was assembled in vicinity oi frebitz prepared to follow Task
Force Richerdson the next day.

2d battelion, 36th Armored Infaentry Regiwent, in Tesk Force
Welborn, of Combet Command "B", crossed the Saale River on Bridge
2 immedietely upon completion at 0700, After aesembling in the
vieinity of Gereens, they were prepared to resune the sttack upon
order. At 0915, the atteck was renewed to the esst ageinst slight
oppesition. Spotted reesistence was encountered ail the wey to the
west bank of the tulde Hiver. HKesistance then stififened, and at
the close of the period the Task Force was coiled in the vieinity
of 600 yerds southesst of Torten, and pushing infentry patrole 0
the Bulde itiver in sn effort to secure the bridge intect at 134653,

15 april 1945: Early in the morning, sround 0100, two groups
sent by Task Force Hogan to ebjectives in Kothen rsn insc trouble.
G Company, 33d Armoxed Regiment, and k Company, 47th Infantry, ren
imto rosd blecks end tried three times to advence, but could not,
I Company, 47th Infentry, and H Company, 334 Armored kegiment, did
reaoh their objective. After daylight, progress wes made in getting
by the road blocks end by 0800 troops were nearly to the town's
mein intersection, Lngineers were moved up te clear away the roed
blocks, and tanks moved up. Around 1200, the left flenk of Task
Force Hogan ran into more Volkssturm short of the intersection.

They were armed with small arus, shotgune, and panzerfsusts, 7anke
were moved up to blast the houses

Troops of Task Force Richerdson had reached the western edge
of ¥remz by 0415, and the town was cleared by C730. lioving a shord
distance, they sgein met more dug-in lnfantry, and received auto-
matic fire from both flanks. Gr. Paschleben was defended all the
wey by the enemy.

ibout 1100, toe Tagk Force of Combat Coumand "A", which had
been trailing behind Task Force Richardson, wes sideslipped to the
south, passed Task Force Richardeon, snd went into Lnnicion south
and southeast of Kothen.
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Date:

4-22-45

Task Force from the east and southeast edge of
town. Enemy mortar, artillery and small arms

‘fire continued to be heavy, but by 1700 the

town was cleared. TF Richardson secured its
position in Jessnitz for the night. Company
D 83rd Ren BEn which had been attached to
Richardson reverted to the 83rd Ren Bn at 1730
and moved to Wolfen.

The lst. Bn 36th AIR, as part of TF Orr, attacked
on the right in Cqmdat Command A toward Dessau,
at 0515, and advamced stesdily agzinst stubborn
resistance throughout the day. » resistance
consisted of small arms, pangerfaust, mortar

and artillery fire. At last light the main inter-
section in center of Dessau was r ached, and the
task force secured itself for the night, prepared
to move on at 0600.

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR attacked in its zone at 0530
and sdvanced against small arms, artillory and
mortar fire, encountering one eremy light flak
battery. Br 1300 the task force objective was
secured and contact was eatablished with CCA on

* the left.

The right column of TP Hogan jumped off at 0600.

It moved east to the main intersection in town,
then turned north. The left force in the mesan-
time had circled north, and CCA still further

on the right (east) flnnk, circled north and
northeast, so that once the movement -started in
the mcrning, the point of direction of all forces
had changed to almost Gue north, to finish clear-
Ing Degsau. The left column met no resistance
initially, and that met b the right colum was
negligible. Contact was made with CCA by the
right column st 0850, Purther in the city re-
sistance stiffened, small arms mortar and artille
ery bei: encountered, but by 0030 both mein in-
tersections near the river had been reached.

Getting %o within a few hundred yards of the final
objective on the edge of town, the force advanced
on two roads. Again, stubborn enemy resistance
held up the advance and mines werr reported. In-

ability to get past these obstacles and the necessity

~142-
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Dates

4-11-45

At 2250 the CO issued the order
the next day. Briefly, the CC was to continue the
attack at 0600, seize and secure the ne of
Toads in the vicinity of Tettenborn and lewhof
ETE‘ Richardson), and Bartoldelde and Ost
TF Hogan), The 541l APa Bn wazs t0 be in general
support and be prepared to disvlace forward .to Bime
lirgsrode. Co D 85rd Ren Bn was to revert to on
Control upon the occupation of the objectives by

the Combat Command, At 2220 the engineers reverted

the bridge in Brochthausen would be rsady for traffic
in 15 minutes, Several vehicles of the Combat Comma: 1
Dbogged down and got stuck on the cross countr- br-pm: 3.
Most of them were pulled out but some few coiled for
the night there and plamned %o move at first lizht.

Zor the attack for

The lst Bn 36th AIR as part of TT Boles followed the
Advance route 1, protecting the north flank. At
1900 the Task Porce was ordered to seize and secure
Osterode and Hergberg, At the close of the period
they were moving forwazd on their missiom.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF Welborn CCS, continued clear
ing the road blocks on both sides of the bridge 518388.
At 0730 the advance was resumed, They were delayed
for a short time by a blown bridge at 693326, bub
soon resumed the march and at 1230 entersd Duderstad.,
which had been cleared on 9 Apr 45 Yv elements of 2nd
Inf Div. At 1500 they encountered enemy infantry and
SP guns in vicinity of 890276. This resistance was
quickly ‘overcome and the advance continued to_Ep-
schenrode where stubborn resistance by enemy Infantr—
and pangerfaust men halted the column. Large numbers
of snipers halted and delayed the clearing of the
town, but by 1845 all resistance was overcome and .
numerous prisoners taken. At the close of the peridl
they were at Klein Werther (085250), prepared to con
tinue the advance to the east. Z

At 0600 TF Hogan jumped off in the attack on route
1, 600 yards from Bockelnhagen. The: met small
arms fiTe, which the- shortlr wiped out. About 800
yards further in the woods the- were delayed again
by small arms and machine gun fire, Clearing this,
they preceeded about 80C yards further in the di-
rech Fize from either an §P gun on bank. Ar was
called for and little after 1200 the town was secursd.
By 1300 Osterhagen was also buttoned up. TF Rich-
ardson moved at 0600 and met no resistonce until
they Teached Iimlingsrode at 0930. There they met
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of having to dig out the enemy infentry one by
one, delayed further advance the rest of tae day.
At 1830 a battle group of one platoon of trals
and one platoon of infontrw moved arownd to the
rignt flank to try to uproot the force holding
up the sdvance, but this grouy was wnatle to
accomplish its mission. CC4 on the righs flank
was also held up about 200 yards short of the
objective.

Tate at night a platoon of Infentry, reinforced
later to a compeny, worked through the mine field
and the engineers went up and removed the mines,
The infantry moved forward but at the end of the
period they were still some distance from the
objective.

The Combat Command CP moved to the western eige
of Dessau at 1030. In the afternoon a patrol
from TF Hogan was sent out fo sweep {he woods be-
tween Dessau and Aken, At 1630 the patrol repor-
ted 35 prisomers of.war had been taken from the
woods.

TF Richardson was relieved at Jessnitz by elements
of the 60th Iniantry, the relie® beinz completéd
at 1600. At 1615 TF Richardson reverted to the
control of CCR, and at 1625 moved out to the new
assenbly area in Kothen, Br 1845 all elements
had closed in Kothen.

The 1st Bn 36th ATR, part of TF Orr, CCi, resumed
the attack at 0800 to complete its mission of seiz-
ing and securing that portion of Dessau in its zone.
Initially resistence was 1ight, but as the advance
continued, resistance increased. However, b~ 1300
the objective had been reachsd and serured.

The 2nd Bn, part of T? ¥Welborn CCB, continued to
securs the left sector of CCB southeast of Dessau,

At first light TF Hogan céntinued the attack, mak-
ing good progress agzinst light opposition. At
1000, however, strong enemy positions were enw
countered and the TP stopped to Treorganize and to
plan o coordinated attack. it 1130 the attack was
begun again with infantr leading due to the possi-

-143-
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
*Spearhead Doughboys”

J NORTHERM FANCE ¢ ARDENNES o RWINELAND ¢ CSNTRAL GERMANY

Task Force was dispatched to aid elements of Task
Force Lovelady to secure Tortem, end RJ at 107649
just west of the town, Patrollin:s was codducted
during the day. At the close of the period taey were
disposed in the woods southeast of Torten.

At 0600 TF Hogan rosumed cleanihg up Aken, Dv 1040
the right of the torm was clearedy In the left
portion there were 85's in buildings and were cover-
ing the road blocks, There was firing down cross
streets. The task force comzander threw artillery
at the enemy infantry in the vicinity of North
Church. - The patrol from TF Richardson at Bernburg
made contact with the 113th Cavalry at Pobzig at
1000. At 1210 contact woes also made with them at
the blewn bridge in Bernburg. At 1800 the Group
left in Bernburg was relieved by a combat engineer
battalion and rejoined TF Richardson in vicinity
of Bovbau-Steinfurth. TF Hogan was atiempting to
E;;na vatrol out of Aken east to proceed toward Kl.
au, but was unable to get them out of town up
until 14C0, due to sniper fire from the vicinity
of the church, Considsrable enexny artillery was
thrown into the town. Atout 150C the Combat Commend
CP moved to Aken, but shortly after arrival was
ordered to move to Loberitz. iher this was accompe
liched TF Hogan was placed under Div coantrol, and
TF Richardson, which included the 3rd 31 36th AIR
reverted to CCR control. By 190C TF Hogan had '
Aken cleared, ard contact was nade with the 83rd
Division, T® Richardson received a counter.attack
from 3.tanks and 100 infantr- at about 0520 in
Bobbai-Steinfurth. This attack was d:feated without
loss of ground. During the day the- encountered
heavy enemy defense of Infamir-, supported by tanks,
mortars and artiller:- fire. At night they securesd
their position, Teady to continue the attack at 0600.

During the day TF Bradley at“acked throush Zechepkau

and Thalieim to Reuden, While Reudsn was being

cleared the enemy counter-attacked from the sowth —

east with 3 tanks-and 25 to 50 infentry. This attad

was defeated and the town was secured by 1915.

CCR Hgs werc moved to Loberitz to tc:e over the oper-

ations of TF Richardson, TF Miller and TF Bradley, aftez
o
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1. Embarked from Portland harbor, 22 June, 1944.
2. Debarked on Omaha Beach, D + 18, 23 June, 1944.

3. Bivouacked south of Isigny near Neuilly, 23 June,
1944,

4. Task Force Lovelady first committed to battle south-
west of Aire, contact being made with enemy at
0100 hours, 9 July, 1944.

5. l;ont Hubert: where Task Force Lovelady bears
brunt of German counterattack designed to split the
Normandy beachead and drive the allies into the sea.
11 July.

6. Bois du Hommet: bivouac and assembly area from
16 to 26 July. Preparation for historic First U. S.

7 4

Army breakthrough.
Marigny: First town liberated in Battle of Northern

. France by combined efforts of Task Forces Roysdon

and Lovelady. 26 July.

Contact 4th Armored Division, closing large pocket,
assuring suctess of Breakthrough. 28 July.

. Hill 264: site of vicious enemy counterattack, be-

ginning 0430 hours, 2 August, following all night
drive from Villedieu le Poeles. Determined resi-
stance by German tank — infantry combination,
plus heavy artillery fire, resulting in many casualties
and loss of much equipment. Victorious ending by
4 August.

10. Juvigny Tertra: Attached to 30th Infantry Division
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US Army, APril,1948(Cont'd),

rt, iy, 46th armd ¥ed im, APV 233,

(2) In TORNAU, the ommpany was brought together and set up
facilities for troating oasualtles from the expected couster-attasiss
In the subssquent actiom, tw aid stations and 3 wibulences wers overrm
and sapbured for 24 hours.

(3) Hearward evsoustios Deosme & serious problem. Army ambulances
wera saking trips of 200 - 00 xiles, coasequently thers was m high back
log of patientse 2§ tom trucis were used to eveouated less serioualy
wunded patientss for over s week they were coamstamtly im use, going back
over roads which were frequently under attacks (se asbulance mixed ia
with 2 colusm of combat vehiecles mas fired ow emd destroyeds Ihe driver
was soricunly bumed, the oatients kiiled. 49 other persomnel or venioles
wars Loste

(4) The campany staysd im TORNAU until 26 Aprile Keslstencs was
slowly eleaned out and infambry vaits grasuslly Boved uge

os "C"s  Wpporving Combat Comssmd "A* which is following an
cmtFal Toutes of the DAvision attacke

(1) m 6 April, Gomgamy "C" moveu to SAU LEIIUKG, remminsd there
mmtil the Bth when it moved out £o follow tho colusm acress the W3k AIVER
pontoom bridgee On 9 April me sestiom remained wt IKBAXN, the other was
sent forward to asommpmay a task £orve attacking 4ARUBGHIN.

(&) Gum the 10 April, the Com:any Uorsmander was foroed to spiit
his oompeny and attach a troatment station Lo each of two task forces,
to silninate novessity for using lateral svaoustiom routese Iha oombat
comsand swmg ‘aste (na ssotim moved out of HILKSRCUE to follow, ws
dolayed by blocked roads but finally pulled through by tuak destroyars
and tank refriovers. Irestuamt sduininstered in route was similar to
mathod used last manth: omgualties wers s@t dows colwra to surpioal
wuek, troated there, tramsferred ta Army anbulands, dispatoned resrward
o anbulence had o complete loads The 2ad sectios seb up at SILAGRCLZ,
imbulanaes evaouabing thig task rares nad to proseed asroas vountry bew
cause of blows up roads and lnpmssadle debrise

(8) Mo attack aombinued theugh-gasoline supply wes lowe Al=
though easunlties had not bem exromsly hetvy, 108 imerioan battle eas-
uslties baimg received in seven days ineTrasing resistance slowed cow: the
advenoss Om 135 April oma seotion had set up ImTHALUURE, tha other at
SELLEWIN, treating 55 casusltlcs. Te task forees moved across She JAALL
FIVIR an the L4the By 2000 ths same day, Oombat elemszts had reached
EOTHRN, troatment stations having bivouased in ELETHWLERNIZZ amd AL HLOHR

(4) ™e situation at this peint was very such like a aaval
battlos Imsk forees, imcluding & treatmont sestion of & metical sompany
would attask a tcwm, rotum to & base, §o cub next morning to selze another
tom (or pe the same one) return to fimd thoir base tecem mad fight
to get it backe Amwored umits wers left withous mipportisg infaatry snd
withough umable to ™old" territory manage to atop sericus evemy oomter
atteoks by earefil and plamned sttacks of their swae
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THIRTY.SIXTH ARKORED INFANTRY REGIMENT

= Spearhead Doughboys™

Jr NORTHEIN FANCE o ARGENNES e RNINELAND sk CENTRAL GERANY

wes secured by. 1445. Numerous barricades had been
erected in the town.

At 1100 the 83rd APA Bn and Co D 83rd Ron Bn were
atiached to COR and along with the 54th AFA Bn,
joined the column at Buehne. GCR, TP Richardson
leading, started moving at 1100 over the route
detailed above. TP Richardson closed in an assembly
area in the vicinity of Guntorn at about 2000, CCR
CP vlosed at Imbsen about 2240, At the end of the
period, TP Eogan was still moving in. The plan
outlined the day previous %o capture Uslar was
cancelled by the Division Commander at about 1600,
Decause of the fact that troops of another unit were
closing in on Uslar. A mew objective was assigned,
A% 2200 FO No 6 was issued by the CO, OCR, par 3 of
which said in part:

{a) TP "B" on the right (east) route, will
capture Barterode prior to daylizht 9 Apr 45; at 0600
they will contimue the sttack via the east route, cut
the Toad SE of Hardegsen, and protect the east flank

. 0 the Combat Command. Be preparsd to continue the

attack to Northeim, via route 2, on order.

(b) TF "H", on the left (west) route, will
capture the crossroads in the ravine, 1200 yards east
of Eberhsn prier to daylight 9 Apr 45; continue the
abtack at 0800, via west route aad capture Rardegsen,
and protect the west flank of the CC. Be prepared to
continue the attack 4o Bortheim via route 1, on order.

{c) Co D 83rd Ren Bn will make reconnaissan s
to line OR at 408271 - Hill 394 (402308)-(373302);
assemble vicinity Imbsen by daylight 9 Apr 45 in
CC Eeserva. Upon capture of Hardegsen, immediately
initiate reconnaissance to Northeim (the Division
objective) via routes 1 and 2.

(4) 54th PA Bn will be in direct support
of TP "R", 83rd AFA Bn direct supvort of TF 'H',

(e) Co "C" 2374 irmd Eng Bn (=) and Oo C

703rd TD Bn., initially in reserve.

(£) OP initially Imbsen, will displace
along west route.
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HEADQUARTERS THILD ARMOALD DIVIGION
Ar0 253
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h sccordance with the provisions of WD Circuler 333, 22 December
¢ by Commending Generel, First United States Aray,

1905 pprove:
!ﬂ.lnm unite are cited for outstending ormance of duty in
M\tm sgeinst the enemy, These units are enmtitled to a eitation
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of the Distinguished Unit Badge or Oux Leuf Cluster thereto, whichever

is appropriaf The citatiom follows
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SEXTRRR.
Aftor 4stiom Report, kg, 45th Amed ¥ed (Comtrd)

(2) Company "%
1 Apr - 3 Apr = RAARGK, GFANY
3 Apr = 6 Apr - PAUREGRN,  *
T Apr = 9 Apr - OTTEIROW, ¥
10 apr - 11 Apr - HARDAGSEN, s
12 apr - 12 Apr - GIABOLUBHAUSEN,"
13 dpr - 14 spr - GEGSTENT, °
15 apr - 168 Apr = GERLEBOGK, "
1T Apr - 17 Apr = FIRNJUCRF, =
13 Apr - 24 Apr - JUELLBMORY, "
25 Apr = 30 Apr - SAFGERAAN TN,

(3) Company "5":
1apr = 1 Apr - MARBUKG, OERNANY
2 gpr - 2 Ape - ROTRN, .
3 4pr - 6 Apr - LAuBCKN, "
T Apr - 7 Apr - FROMHHAURIN,
8 Apr - 10 Apr - LASGRITHAL,
11 Apr - 12 apr - HGEURAUSIN,
i3 apr - 14 dpr - ZaBITZ, *;
18 spr - 23 spr - TURMAU, ol
24 Apr - 0 Apr - SASOLREAGSH 7

(4) Caspany “c*y
1 Apr = 2 Apr - NAARIN, GERMANY
3 Apr = & apr - MURD BORGH, *
T Apr = % Apr = 8AD GRIBUKG, °
10 ipr - 13 Apr - GDEOMN, ¢
13 Apr - 14 Apr - OBRESUORF, 4
15 a4pr - 18 Apr - BIKELORF, .
17 Apr = 17 Apr - PREGSUULTE,
18 dgr - 18 pr - KOTHIN, ®
19 apr - 19 Apr - LOREIG, .
20 ipr - 28 apr - DR, -
26 Apr - 30 Apr - SANGHRILAUGEE, "

Narches: Ses Narrative Heport, ippeadix lo. 1.

Battlest See Harrative Leport, Appemdix He. l.

Gomeancing OFfi0ert Chsrles L. Steyaart, L. €51., Medical Corgs

Losssa in Jotiam:

Vaugha, Dossie L.  Pfe
Yohe, ¥1liam . ife

Selks, Grant Mo Lm
House, Jr., Rig vt
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Data:

4-13-45

540255 wae overcome, and the T7 seized and secured
Holdenstedt,

The 3rd Bn 36th ATR of TP Richardson moved at 0400

to secure the ID. By 0610 this had been accomplished.
At 0645 they reported enemy tanks in the woods at
548335 and at 536346; also some small arms and 2 AT
guns 500 yards sast of the town of Annarods, At 0715
they were at the ID and were receiving small arma
fire, tank and AT fire. At 1000 hey were still un-
able to advance. Air was requested and promised for
1115 heurs. Finally over coming the resistance with-

“out the help of air support, the~ reached Siebelgerode

at 1110. The TP gdvanced Tapidly to Gerbstedt by
1320, from where 2 enemy hospitels were Teported.
in enemy columm was observed trving to escape,
Quite~atbit 62 horse drawn equipment was in the col-

.um. Eere &lso around 1000 prisoners of war were
liberated. At 1600, going into Alsleben, the TP

ran into direct firve. Air was put on the resistance
and T? Richardson moved into the town at 1750, How-
ever, it was still receiving 20-mm Plak and some EE.
Slow progress was made by the infmntry and the sdvance
elements tried to get to the bridge into town. They
were unable to get to the brides, At 1630 the bridge
was blown up, practically in the face of the infanbw,
and the TP was ordered fo cross the river over the =
bridgs that was being ‘constructed st Brucke, It,
therefore, pulled back to Sanerslsben for the night,
prepared to cross when the bridge was complated.

: Int elements of TF Hogen moved out at 0400 to secure
“¥he ID and by 0600 had done so. TF Hogan jumped off

at 0700 and ran into fiank end antitonk fire just
after crossing the ID. Overcoming this, they conm-
tinued., CC CP followed TP Hogan out and at 0850

s dual purpose gun started shooting at the tail

of the colwmn. 3 hal-tracks of the 85rd AFA Bn
were knocked out immediately. Lator the TD's found
the abandoned gun in the woods. At the same tie
the head of Hogan's colum drew fire upon leeving

* Ahladorf. Cvercoming this Tesistance and moving on,

the head of the column reached Helbra at 1050. The
Combat Command CP coiled in the woods 1800 yords
#orth of Blankenheim. At 1145 TF Hogen overran 2
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The lst Battalion, 36th irmored Iniantry Regiment, remsined
attached to Combat Commend "A" es & pert of Task Force Boles, and
sent patrols to Delbruck to contact the &th Armored Divisionm,
FPatrols were maintained throughout the period.

The 2d Bettalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, remained
attached to Combat Coumand "B" as part of Task Force welborn, and
continued to patrol and defend ite secior,

W: Tagk Force Hogan continued its patrols and the
security o & position throughout the day and night.

4t mbout (700 houre Taek Force kichardson sent & bettle group
of one tank coupany and one infantry compeny to relieve elements of
Task Force Lovelady with the mission of uring lichtensu. At 1210
houre the town wae cleared snd eecured, The battle group remeined
in the town, seocuring it. Another force wes sent to sweep the
Boddeken Foreet, vicinity Neuboddeken., Other elements remained inm
place and secured and patrolled their sector throughout the period.

The let Battelion, 36tn irmored Infantry Regiment, remained
attached to Combat Comuand "A" eg part of Tesk Force Boles and
remained in position securing its mesigned sector in raderborn and
doing meintensnce on vehicles and weapons.

The 2d Battslion, 36tk irmored Infantry Regiment, remained
attached to Combst Command "B" es pert of Task Force Welborn, which
moved at 2000 houre to Herbram (6142) snd secured it egainst very
light resistance.

g April 1945: At U&l5 hours the Commending Ufiicer went to
Divieion to get the plan of attack and at U900 hours had s meeting
of the Task Force Ccmmenders. The Divieion plan placed Combat Com-
mande "A" snd "B" in the asesult, with Combat Command "R" in Divi-
sion reserve., 1The Division was %0 jump off at 120C hours. Combat
Commend "A" wee in two columns on the left end Combat Commend "B" in
two columneg on tke right of the Livigion zone Combat Command "R"
wes to follow Taek Force Hogan on Route 2 end 1F Richerdson on Route
3. Combst Commend "R" CF wes to follow Task Force Hogan on Route 2.
That portion of Tesk Force Richardsocn which wee in Lichtenau wae to
move directly from there snd join the coluun on Route 3, snd the
force at Alfen wes to move bo the southesst, leaving the eset road
to Task ¥oroce licgan. fTusk Force Hogen wes to mcve via Alfen and
Hordborchen and stay off the Kirchborchen road The Combat Command
was put on & one hour alert &t 130G hours end started moving at

1915 hours on the routes eseigned. At the close of the period, Taek
Force Riechardson was continuing to move to an essembly position
vieinity of Dringenburg and Taek Force Hogan to an assembly aree in
vicinity of Schmechten. Combst Command "R" Ci moved into an acgembly
position just south of Bad Uriburg et the close of the peried.

o
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group of tanks and infantrr were aivancing slow s
against stubborn resistance toward hehaden, The
2nd Bn, 36th ATR with COB as part of TF Weldorn,
advanced to the east on route 3. 'Heavy pongerfaust
fire was encountered nesr Hainholtz. Spall arms
fire was met at Borgholtz but the attack coxtimued.
The 2nd Bn cleared the Eichhagen woods southwest

of Haarbruck and the task force consolidated and
moved on to Hasrbruck, where it was ordered 1o
secure the town for the night.

Service Company, 36th AIR, moved into Siebenstern
at 2100 hours,

4 FPolish Prisoner of War regorted that a force of
Germans was im Altenheerse, and at 1030 hours orders
were iscued te send a force from TF Richardson into
the town. At 1530 the force returned and reported
that 1o enemy %roops were found in the town. For
the remainder of the period TF Richardson and TP
Hogan remained in their bivouac areas.

At 1600 the CO went to Division CP fo Teceive orders
for movement the following day. At 1900 hours

group comnanders met at the CP for the order., The
plan was, briefly, to move out Sunday, 8 Apr 45,

at sbout 1910 south via Dringenburg, Folsom, Wille—
assen, Buebne, Hofgusman, across the Weser River
emeln, to en assembly ares vicinity of Varlosen.

The following morning at £irst light CCR was to
attack and take and securs Uslar. For the operation,
in addition %o present compoments of CCR, the follow-
ing nnits were attached: The 8574 Ren En.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, part of TF Velborn, attacked

2t 0650, and after overcominr & road block, entered
Herstele about 1100, Here direct fire from both
sides of the river; artillery, small arms and panzer-
faust five were encountered. At 1115 part of the

TF was sent to secure Calshaven. Here, also, artiller:
pangerfaust and small arms' fire were met. After con-
Siderable fighting, both tomia were secured at about

es
The 1st Bn 36th ATR, TF w«rsukeza,'cm, continued to
attack with Battle Group Orr to secure Wehrd:on and
entered the town against slight resistance. The
Bridge had been blown earlier by the ememy, Vehrden

-120-
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Date:

suggestions were received for any such future oper-
ations.

On Thursday 26 July 1945, President Harry S. Trumen
and party reviewed the Third Armored (Spearhead)
Division, The Regiment assembled on the Darmstadt-
Prankfurt road near sprendlingen for the review,
The guard of honor was the Pirst Bettelion, 36th
Armored Infantry Regiment and was_commanded by
Colonel Howze. Present with the President were
Secretary of State James ¥. Byrnes, General Dwight
Eisenhower, General Wade Haislip and other digni-
‘tardes,

During the entire month, training and recreation were
carried on, Markemamship and small uhit tactics were
stressed. Athletic programs were supervised by the
Athletic Officer, and baseball and softball compe-
‘tition started, g

. ‘=149~
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Home / M1 Helmets / MGP Marked Fixed Bail

MGP MARKED FIXED BAIL

$750.00

WWil Fixed Bail Helmet marked with the letters MGP. MGP stood for Military Government

Police.

In the ETO, soldiers served on temporary duty with the Miitary Government, an agency of
USS. Army Civil Affairs. These men enforced curfew and blackout rules, kept civilians from
abstructing military traffic, guarded dumps of captured enemy material, protected financial
institutions, and hunted down hidden enemy soldiers and weapons caches. They also

helped root out suspected collaborators,

The helmet itself is an early Fixed Bail with cast brass buckles and heat number 240A. The
liner is a rare MSA liner which shows the same amount of wear as the shell but has no MGP.

marking.

Out of stock

SKU: m1-001

Category: M1 Helmets
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Air was put on the resistonce, and Tesk Force Richardson moved into
the town at 1730 hours. However, it was still receiving 20 mm flak
end some HE. Slow progrees was made by the infantry and the advance
eleuwents tried to work tanks into the town., They were unable to get
to the bridge, At 1630 hours the bridge was blowa up, practically
in the face of the infantry, and the task force wae ordered to croes
the river over the bridge thet wes being constructed st Brucke, It,
therefors, pulled back to Sanderslebem for the night, prepared to
cross when the bridge was completed,

Infantry elements of Tagk Force Hogan moved out at U400 hours
to secure the LU end by 0600 had done so. Tesk Porce Hogen jumped
off at 0700 end ran imtc tenk and enti-tank fire just after crossing
the LD, Overcoming this, they continued., Combat Command CP follow-
ed Task Force Hogan out end at 0650 hours & dual purpose gun started
shooting at the tail of the column. 3 helf-tracke of the 83d Field
Artillery Battalion were knccked out immediately, Later the Tank
Destroyers found the sbandoned gun in the woods. At the same time
the hezd of Hogan's column drew fire upon lesving Ahlsdorf. Over-
coming resistence and moving on, the head of the column reached
Helbra at 1050. The Combat Command CP colled in the woods 1800
yards north of Blankemheim. At 1145 hours Task Force Logan overran
&8 prisoner camp conteining 2 large number of British end Russians
end took 3C Germsn prisoners. By 1200 hours leading eleuents were
at Slersleben, Approsching Nelben on the Spale River at 1430, they
hed the bridge literslly blown up in the face of the lesding elements,
by the retreating Germans. The reilroad bridge, at firet, appeared
to be intact but later investigation, after it was captured, Te-
vealed & locomotive and some cers derailed on it. The Infautry were
gtill running into trouble at the river, However, a patrol cressed
the river. At the bridge emall erms fire continued to come in,
About thigs time air Recozneissance reported the bridge farther south,
in Combat Command "B's" sector, wes out. Ireparations were made to
build 2 bridges, one at Brucke and one in Combat Command "B" sectior
at 778436, Two companies of Lnientry crossed the Combat Command "BY
bridge at 776436, and attacked north to clear Kon during the night.
At the end of the period they were advancing north toward kon, The
Combst Commend CF moved into bivousc at 1830 hours in Zuckeritz,

The rest of Task Force Hogen bivcuacked at Nelben for the night,
During the day tne Combat Commend libersted 13 paratroopers and 2
other American soldiers who hed been prisoners since D-Day.

The lst Battelion, 36th .Armored Infantry Regiment, sttached to
Combet Commend "A", &s part of Task Force Boles, continued to follow
the advance of the Divieion protecting the north flank against an
enemy threat.

The 2d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Keglment, remsined with
Combat Command "B" us part of Task Porce Welborn. At 0700 hours
they attacked and edvanced sgsinct moderzte resistance to 609274
where direct fire from 58 mm dual purpose guns halted them, After

- 13 -
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nmmm-mcussm)-- ngly defended yood block was encountered.
The task force was ordercd to nnummw, ol
THURLAMD and MLATRLIIPZIC and the wood to the morth thereof up to Ggﬂ

36 Aprid Y7 VELHURN conducted mopdng up operations nerth of 60, hedd
mmmmmxmmm«m&u '“uaﬁés)

elininatad ey 0sistence in RAGUNA, FRIDRA MARKE, SCHIERAU and SIES.AUSE.
A force fron TF LOVELADY was sent o clear the road from 100610 4o CR 1076h9 and
then turn east to J0IIEN and sccure the town,

- sald the R ‘woadeast to the Anericansy "Stay vhere you are snd wo will come
to neet %, Uhat basls these gtories have, is udetermined tiais Headquarters
Bt the resaing - e were to hold the wogt bank of the River and walt
for the Iusslons 10 join us, Spoculations were 3 days to 10 days time.

A% 0900 hours, one mdwumm 0 gld dlements
urﬂwvwxmu,om'll( )mdmdm e
was conducted wi the day.

the night T Service elessnte and of TF LOVELADY

nat be ebvack ot PHORLD mgqum' mewmmm
automatdie weapons. (Time 170130 April) Severe house gtreet

uﬂb&mmmwmmmiwm en.»etﬁ-ﬁ:dmnm.
B, was moved north £rom HREIG (03U5) to recapture the wown of THURLAID and after
avercoming strong enany resistance of artillery, mortary Sike £ire thoughout the

day - the town was finally seouwred and outposteds
mwm IF LUVRLADY oco: BAGUHN recained in plece throughout
the day. ‘&mmumm ‘orce continued
mmumﬂwmammw.
the 17/16 sprdl, TF VELBORY wiithirow the force to the
west side of the B river under gover of &t 170800, oper-
:asuu\mummd.o!. mmotmnzm.lyriwm Was secared.
m}. from 10AHEN to contact slenents of Coubat Oommend ¥AY rew
Seie fire vielndty RJ 107619 and wore unable o eifeet a

m.gbw‘ﬂ_m!mmdmdumnduw tomn in his sectors 5ee AINEL fo. 2,
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Combut Coumsnd "R hesdquartere wae woved to Loberitz to teke
over the oyer tions of Tack Force Richirdsor, Teek Force Miller,
&nd Tusk Force Bradley, after Lieutensnt Colonel Yeomane, Comuand-
ing Officer, 83d Armcred Reconn.iecsence Bsttulion, wae killeds
Cozjositicn of troeps at this tiue wae &6 fcliowss
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36 Battalion, 32d irmored Kegluent Cougeny E, 32d Arzored Regiment
3a Battalion, 36th Arud Inf Regt Coupany A, 36th Arma Inf Regt
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lst Plt, Co C, 23d Arad Engr Bn  Cowpanies A & B, 63d Arud Ken Bn
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 NORMANDY

Dates

3-28-45

3-29-45

THIRTY.SIXTH ARKORED INFANTRY REGINENT
~ Spearkead. Donghboys”

Je NORTHERN FANCE ¢ ARDENNES ok RMINELAND ok GENTRAL GERMANY

throughout the day. ‘nexv rasistance was light but
thers was difficulty from . By the close of
the pericd, TF Richordson was continuing $he ad-—
vance on Dillenburg sd 2F Hogmn helted for refuel-
ing northesst of Hof.

Ths 1st Bn 38thiIR con inued a ronid advance with
TF Doan end b- close of the period had captursd and
secured Herborn and had secured a crozsing over the
D111 River. Contact was =nde -ith the 7th irmd Div
on the right flant, 'The 2nd Bn 36th IR with TF
Helborn moved in Toserve on Route 2 and closed at
Holn at 2200.

TF Eogan, after rsfueling, continued a rapid advance
and by 0730 had entersd Dillenberg with little oppo-
sition and had secured the town by 0930, T2 Rich-
ardson advanced rapidly with light resistance and
by 1015 was on the objective in the area south of
Dillenberg st Niederscheld. Both TF's secured the
objective throughout the day and plans were made
for a long thrust northward with Paderborn as the
objcctive. :

The 1st Bn conducted maintenance of equipment pending
receipt of new orders as GCB passed through CCA.

Both ¢ lunns moyed from Dillenburg at 0600 with TF
Hogan on Toute 1, the left route. TF Richardson's
advance was very rapid and in ond inssance advanced
50 miles in five hours amd 13 mimutes. TF Hogan's
advance proceeded rapidly at first but was held up
7 heavr resistance during the late morning, By 1200
TF Hogan was otit of commmication., T# Richardson
reached Brilon at 1800 and cleared and secured the
tom. A relay station was sent back over the route
to contact TF Hogan, The force coiled in the vi-
cinity of Thulen Zor the nmight. The advance of

]517 miles from Dillenburg to Thulen was made in 16

ours .

The 2nd Bn followed the 83rd Rcn Bn and at the end
of the period was at Ober Larsburg, less then 30
kilometers from the final objective.

THe 1st Bn 36th AIR was in CCA and followed TF Love-
lady on route 3.





index-281_1.jpg
§~E~0-R~E-T

(1) LOSSES IN ACTIUNQ (Continued)

E AS] GRADE DATE UF CASUALTY
Wright, Lewis J. 15082734 Pro 18 April 1945
Cole, Delbert K. 36444235 Pfc 18 April 1945
Furtado, Alfred J. 31434320 Pvt 18 April 1945
Dennis, James R. 35611818 Pfo 18 April 1945
Roberts, LaVerne ¥. 36971130 Pfe 18 April 1945
Cooper, Robert M. 35305176 Pve 18 April 1945
Dessautels, Paul A. 31418212 Pfe 18 April 1945
Dabbs, Allton L. 34885854 Pic 18 April 1945
Gargieri, Prank 42176859 Pfc 18 April 1945
Layer, Glenn W. 38732867 Pfo 15 April 1945
Peshek, Ronald J. 0328473 Maj 18 April 1345
Orange, William 4. Jxr 33889204 Pfc 18 April 1945
Davis, Lowell S. 36918199 Pvi 18 April 1945
Beahen, Jerome T. 37775721 Pvt 18 April 1945

. Owens, Nick 34912421 Pfc 18 Aprél 1945
Hardy, Douglas P. 34837691 Pfo 18 April 1945
Pianlo, Edmond 51454505 Pfe 18 April 1945
Howden, Bruce E. Jr. 33538218 Pfe 18 April 1945
Hasse, Don 4. 37378105 Pt 18 April 1945
Pritt, Raymond L. 35086148 Pfe 15 April 1945
Rouse, Merle E. 37753716 Pfo 15 April 1945
Hourant, George M. 12021211 Bgt 15 April 1945
Moseley, William H. 33856824 Pfc 13 April 1945
Young, Hawley G. 37016026 8 Sgt 18 April 1945
Wright, Andrew J Jr 33951442 Pfo 19 April 1945
Carter, Golden H. 44036155 Bvi 17 April 1945
Funk, Herman 35850247 Pvt 18 April 1945
Held, John M. 37638682 Pvt 18 April 1945
Huntley, Charles C. 34935503 2fo 14 April 1945
Marcus, Gilmer L. 34937252 Pfo 13 April 1945
Gutierrez, Pete 37704887 Pyt 14 April 1945
Atwood, Alvin E. 38578729 Pfo. 19 April 1945
Bailey, Wilbur S. 33854866 Pfo 19 April 1945
Mason, John ¥. Jr. 37424742 Pvi 19 April 1945
Sprake, John R. 14003679 Pfo 19 April 1945
Marotta, Patrick A. 31436902 Pve 19 April 1945
Seidenstein, Lester 42189023 Pvi 19 April 1945
Rader, Marvin 32322115 8 sgt 19 April 1945
Cobb, Leland D. 37683811 S sgt 19 April 1945
Qarrier, William 35807065 Pte 19 April 1945
Lee, Elton A« 37776198 Pfo 19 April 1945
Such, James J. 36911988 Pfc 19 April 1945
Lester, Newil W. 42165859 Pfo 19 April 1945
Barrow, Morris J. 38618916 Pfc 19 April 1945
Stepien, Johm T. 36036068 8 8gt 19 April 1945
West, Edward G. 15101851 8§ sgt 19 April 1945
Wissler, Russell S. 33148660 T Sgt 19 April 1945
Adoock, Milton E. 37712620 Pvt 18 April 1945
Ringler, Norman L. 33574127 Cpl 19 April 1945
Chaney, Robert E. 0351085 Maj 15 April 1945
Haomett, Alphie B. 38641301 * epl 20 April 1945
Klues, Roy H. 01326220 let Lt. 20 April 1945
Coleman, Robert E. 14035328 Pvi 20 April 1945
QOliver, John P. 15076802 Sgt. 20 April 1945
Skelley, dJack B. 33940255 Pfc 20 April 1945

§<E~C~R=BE=T T
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HEADQUARTERS THIRTY SIXTH ARNORED INFANTRY RuGINERT
A F 0 253, U 5 ARKY

30 April 1945
SUBJECT: Aetion ageinst Enemy, Keports After/After Lction Hipert-.

70 ¢ THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
¥Washington, D.C. .

(thru channels)
(e) Original Unit:s No change
(b) Changes in Organizstions:
(1) Regimental Hesdquarters, leedy ers Company,

service Company, 36th Armored Infantry Kegiment, were = part of
Combet Command "R" throughout the period.

(2) The lst Battalion, 36th Armored Lnfentry Regiuent,
wae stteched to Combuv Commend "A" ae puri of Task Force "Boles"
and/or Tesk Force "Orr" throughout the period,

(3) The 24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment,
wee atteched to Combet Coumend "B", as pert of Task Force "Welborn"
throughout the period.

(4) The 3d Sattalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment,

wee attached to Combat Commend "R", as pert of Task Force "Richard-
son" throughout the period,

() Strength:

Date Offigers Varrant Officers Enlisted len
1 April 1945 108 4 2350
30 April 1945 99 2416

Net lose or gain: -10 + 66
(4) Stetione: No change.

Mareches: Marohes same as Battle Narrative shown in
this report,

4
o

paragraph g;;
(f) Campaigne: None designated sinee last report.
(g) Zattles:
Throughout the period, exce.t for temporary

chenges s shown in the nerrative following, Combat Comuend "R" was
composed of the following units:
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(1) 108SES IN ACTION: (gomtimied)

53827610 gqes & 2 11 1945
Eu— 34173738 pfe 2 .‘f}n 1045
Thomas 54835152 pfe April 1945
36057454 pec 5 April 1945

55080786 pfec April 1945

37018181 wes 5 april 1946

56078195 April 1845

01327604 It April 1945

T 38583871 pfe April 1545

Rainey, Jemes w. 31071381 sgt April 1945
odle, Fred J. 55171554 wpee & April 1945
» John He 56254572 pfec April 1945

8¢ ler, yoseph e 33807385 pfe April 1945
s lwan, willlem pe 34630705 pfe April 1945
Huskins, goward NMI 54950452 pfe Apral 1945
gunter, ‘;q-ld WM 35008916 pfec APril 1945
yernsmonti, yichael L. 33838192 pvt April 1945
ganders, James Re 54762568 pfo April 1945
Albers, gohn gHe 87588209 pfe April 1945
peaker, George Je. Jr. 38691244 pfo April 1945
ssplen, gatarino wuMI 59688560 pfe April 19456
» Martin e 14083842 pfec APl 1945
griffin, pemon G. 32840086 gvt April 1945
young, Leonce NMI 54153868 April 1945
Bolten, srthur Ke 0838356 t April 1945
Janczak, prank g. 36007704 pfo April 1945
Holman, R 51467884 pfe APTil 1945

aymond L.
wesolowski, Joseph WMI 56046591 s/sgt

NEPRIIIIIOCNOIOCRORNOOCODC R N DD 0D 010 B B 0 0100

Amano, Joseph WMI 52478267 pfo April 1945
Kelly, Jobn p. 42027815 pfe APril 1945
wilks, James p. 6851450 s/set April 1945
gedkins, genro NMI 15065197 pfe 1946
wilson, Le 42146027 pfo April 1945
Rivard, yeurice J. 11065019 pfe April 1945
Thomas, gmest Be 54828755 pfe Aprdl 1945
MexXwe! wilson WMI 55670560 pfe APril 1945
girk, sllen Re 30726187 s/set April 1946
on, ROY Je 42122867 pfe rprdd 5
xinder, yestle T 58922209 11 April 1945
tilden, perry E. 01058189 §27 april 19456
gmith, glarsnce pe 56960788 pfe 1) 1945
yures, anthony Pe 52587150 pfc april 1945
olesky, prank WKI 58539900 pvH April 1945
procks, Hewry Fo 55839446 pfo April 1945
Hueggenberg, yer Ge 57670220 pfo april 1945
tein, fouls WMI 51890588 qec 5 April 1945
price, pdward ye 59612144 pfe April 1945
watters, Robert g. 37052938 1/sgt April 1945
§~E~C~R-E-T
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(L) 10SSES IN ACTION: (gontimued)
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10 spril
10 April 1945
11 april 1945
12 ppril 1945
i: April 1945
12 ppril 1945
12 april 1945
12 april 1945
12 april 1945
11 pprdl 1946
11 april 1945
11 aprdl 1945
10 aApril 1945
pericins, John we 14016560 pfe 10 gpril 1946
Brocious, Nervin yuy 53766815 pfe 10 gpril 1945
pepplesse, pverstt po 56212791 mec 5 10 aApril 1946
Panlkiy-Horman-—gyre 5685084%—~pve
Re 34597644 12 zpril 1045
Alston, Robert M. 54230049 agh 11 aApril 1945
H ton, glifford L. 54978682 ple 11 april 1946
s GTOVEr Me 56699588 pfle 12 ppril 1945
, gtanley Ee 83943049 pfe 12 april 1945
» ton  NMI 6377094  ple 12 zprdl 1945
Meo. , Jumes we 54922105 pfe 12 april 1945
purzo, plbert e 42184554 pfe 12 april 1945
Henneman, ent P 36960928 prle 12 april 1945
B . t Be 37590508 pfe 11 ppril 1046
s AlVin He 42146875 pfe 11 april 1945
Joeger, Getzge mex 42176767 pre 6 april 1945
» C» pie 6 april 1045
Meeilko, pomy mMI 42180258 pfe 12 april 1945
Lewis ¥. 44035063 pre 11 april 1945
1evett, glarence J. 38732975 pfe 11 april 1945
portner, John f. zﬂmg !ésgt :: April 1945
Remua 3 096575 pfe Py 945
Sokoisally, “puliy 10
Frasier, william g. 54509512  pfe 15 April 1945
wood, Hemry Le 86919113 15 spril 1945
er, ponald Pe 37555148 pfe 13 april 1945
Stephens, Leroy NMI 57058553 go/sgt 15 april 1945
posberg, Kemneth L. 20114184 ,/sgt 15 apprdl 1945
HE&yes, James G 01200944 1/‘% 15 aApril 1945
pomnell, williem 7, 6202065 ’/L t 13 aprdil 1945
Rawls, Joe I 14000598 ,/gﬁ'. 13 april 1945
simmons, welter NMI 54268569 (pl 13 april 1945
garlson, ponald Fe 56713724 pfe 13 aprdl 1945
veschiano, prank g. 42190141 pfe 15 april 1945
grews, Hardie NMI 57610388 pvt 13 april 1945

8-E—0-R-E-T
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RESTHIETED
The 4th Cevalry Squadron pussed through IF Hogan's positions

with the mission of protecting the left flank of the bridgehsad
and of selzing the high ground north of Glesoh.

» The £3d Arad Hom Bn was attacined to CC R &t 1800 aours and
was givsn the mission of securing tne slag pile at 244655, of
clearing enemy resigtance froz the woods in froat of TP Richerd-
soen's positions, sand of segcuring a line of departure for the
attaok of T¢ Rivhardson. The time of attack set for 834 Armd Ron
Bn was 0200, 2 xarch 1945,

The 1st 3o, 36tn Arzd Inf Xegt, remained attached to CC A
and sscured the towns of ¥iddenderf and Thorr.

The 2d Bn, 36ih Armd Inf Regt, B3 a component of CC B, moved
fros Eladorf and ssseabled in Glesch.

2 ¥ giﬁl Time of sttack of the 83d Armd Ren 3n wam
chunged $0 end at that tixe taey began the attack to ssgure
a line of departure for the atisok of IF iichardsovn which wam to
be lsunched at O700. The E3d Arzd Rem Bn advanced stemdily in
two columng and by C50C the right coluxr had reached a lins run-
ring from 244645 to 247644 snd at 0536 tne left column had reacined _
® line sxtending from 239652 to 242650. 5

At C7CC TP Richardaon pssssd through the 83d Arxd don 3a and
the 83d reverted to Divislon control.

TF R advanced in two coluxne, Lremy resistsnce was very
stubborn and ut this tims consisted of artillery, mortsr, tank,
erti-tank and emwll arza fire, This typ
threugliont the morning, but by excellent
ocur superior fire poser and maneuver, two cocpanies of infuntry
and five medinm tanks had mucceeded in entaring NHiederuussem by
1160, Tue eneay sontinusd to resiat in the tows, but by 1600 the
main purt of the town wus cleared and at 1740 CO TF R rejorted
tast he was 14 positiom to dutten up for the pigat. Caly the
extreme north-eastern edgs of tha town remalned in enemy hande.

Task Force liogan attacked on ths left of Task Force Hichardson
et C7UC from & line of depariurs in tine viciaity of 203652, Like-
wise, thelr o:position wus heavy and consisted initiully of haavy
smell arns and merter fire. 7The advance of the aruor waus dalayed
by an AT digch at 206657. Hen wnd werk yroauced & orossing and
‘the tanks mcved in bebind tne iofuntry. (n attemiting to .ush the
attuck to ladenfeld, tae taniks and infuntry met gnti-tanx fire
from thet vicipity. By pocn TP H was stogped by the resistance
and it was 140C before the town was entersd,

The town wae cleured of the en2xy, & zlne field was removed,
and a%t 16CC orders were issued to TF H te contisue the aitack Irom

RESTRICTED
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HEADQUARTERS THILD AINCGRED DIVISION
AP0 253

30 April 1945
GENERAL ORDERS )

Yo L . 54 ) BAZILE HONORS

In secordance with the provisione of ¥D Uireuler 333, 22 December
1943, and ac epproved by Commending Generel, First United States Army,
the }ollo-ing unite are cited for outstanding rrtcrmn of duty in
action egeingt the enemy, These unite are entitled to a eitation
stnmﬁ individuals assigned or attached are suthoriged the award
of the Distinguished Unit Badge or Ouk Leef Cluster thereto, whichever
ie appropriste, The citatiom follows

§ § § § §
XE,

The lst Battalion, 30th Armored Infuntiry
outetanding performance of duty in action against the oqu in
during the period 12 to 22 September 1944, The lst Battalion, 36th
Armored Infentry Regiment, on 12 September 1944 wes assigned the mission
of eapporting en armored tagk force im its drive to smash the defenses
of the Siegfried Line, Anti-tank obstacles reterded the progress of
armor, and the betislion wae commitied to overrun strongly fortified
defensive poeitione overlooking the obetacles. In two days of fierce
fighting ugeinst e determined enemy the lst Laticlion, 56%h Aruwored
Infentry Regiment succeeded in overpowering enemy defenses and pene-
truting the firot fortified belt of the "Weet Wall", Over difficult
terrain overlooking the second fortified belt this fighting force then
atta kxed to force & bridgehend through the cecond belt of dragon's
teeth, Vigorous hostile sction was counterbelanced by en insuperable
urge to close with and depotroy ihe enemy wherever found. Against
tremendous odds the battelion succeeded in establishing a bridgehesd
and for three daye repulsed vigorous enemy counterattucks lounched
sgainst it in en effort to break the battalion'e foothold north of the
dregon's teeth on criticel terrain. On 18 ueptember 1944, after infantry
elements on the left and right fuiled to advence, the lot Battelion was
given the vitel mission of withdrawing from its salient and attacking
the strongly fortified town of MUNSTERBUSCH. Its fighting epirit un-
dimned, the lct Battclion withdrew under pressure, launched the esssults,
The enemy poured decdly fire into ite ronks inflicting severe losees
on the attackers, The enemy fought eavagely whick offen recsulted in
hend-to-hend combat. Despite enormous losses incurred in this offensive
the lst Battclion allowed the enemy no respite. ' Defending the town
stubbornly the enemy employed tamk, mortur, artillery, end automatic
weepons fire and fanaticelly held their positicns until either killed
or overpowered by unrelenting pressure. luring the period 12 = 22
September 1944 the let Dattclion demonstiruted extraordinary herolsm,
exhibited gellentry, determinztion and espirit de corps in overcoming
unusuelly difficult and hagardous conditions. [Ihe unconguerable spirit
dieplayed by the lot Battslion, 35th Armored Infantry heglmemt in atteck
amiesions ageinst important objectives unde possible more decdly blows
against the enery on German sdil.

EE e ow n e -
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4BTH ARWOK D MAUICAL BATTALION 50/ges
2O 283, Ue 8. Arsy
2 yay 1948
9.1

WBJELT: ictlom Against Inemy, Reports After/After wtiom Reports for  —
Calemdar Masth of April, 194G, 7

N,

0 1 e Adjutent Gmersl, Washingtes, D. C.

le In accordanoe with Par 10, 4k 346-105 (C 3), the following
After Jotion Report is submitted for the 45th Arworsd Medical Sattaliam,
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
*Spearhead Doughbays™

Jk NORTHERN FRANCE J ARDENNES o RMELAND  Jr CENTRAL GERMANY

German Prisoner of War Camp contzining a large
number of British and Russians, and also took

30 German prisoners. By 1200 the leading elements
were at Sierslsben. A-proaching Melben on the Assle
River at 1430, they:ihad“the.bridge literally blown
up in the face of the leading elements by the re~
treating Germans. The railroad bridge, at first,
appeared to be intact, but later investigation
after it was captured, revealed a locomotive and
some cars derailed on it. The infantry were still
running into trouble at the rivar. However, 2 pa-
4rol crossed the river. At the bridge, small arms
fire continued to come in. About this time air
Treconnaissance reported the bridge farther south
In CCB's sector was cut. Preparations were mede
to build two bridges, ome at Brucke and one in

the sector in which CCB was operating et 778436.
T#o companies of Infantry crossed the CCB bridge
at 778436 and attacked morth to clear Mon during
the night. At the end of the period they were ad-
vancing north toward Mon, The CP of CCR moved
into bivouac at 1830 in Zuckeritz. The rpest of
TF Hogan bivemaced at Nelben for the nisht. Dur—
ing thé day the Combat Command liberated 13 para~
“troopers and two other American soldiers who had
been prisoners -since D-Day.

" The lst Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles of CCA, contimnued to

follow the advance of Divisiomn, protecting the morth
flank against an enemy threat. The 2nd Bn 36th AIR,
TF Welborn of CCB, attacked at C700 and advanced
against moderate resistance to 609274 where direct
#ire from 86-mm dual purpose guns halted them. After
overcoming the resistance ther continued the advance,

+ knocking out numerous 88's. Eisleben was declared

open no resistance encount:red there. The advance
continued and Polleben was entered at 1300 against
moderate resistance., Here a PW camp was overrun and
430 British prisoners of war, including 300 Officers,
were liberatsd. At 1515 they entered Friedenburg amd
cleared it. 5

The 224 Bn 36h ATR established a bridgeshead and the
gngincers siarted huiliing o bridge at 178436 for
CCE to cross,

29
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Flerce fighiing in BESSAU. Last
resistance westof Molde cleared
: 2223 April 45

Capturad BERNBURG.
£ 16 April 45 and AKEN,
z 17 Apri 45 f Dessay

Drave ta MULDE RIVER afist
taking Bobbau- Steinfurih
and Woitan,

1820 Apii 45

hiing if DESSAL. Last
‘e of Mulde clagred
2233 Apiil 45 cured bridgehead
‘over Mulde Fiver.
15 Apiil 45

Capiured Bemburg

Drava 10 MULDE RIVER fter
ing Bobbou-Stainfurth
and Wolfen.
18-20 Apcl 45

JESSNITZ cleared of anomy
21 Apil 45

WOLFEN (Agfa Film Factory]
captured. 20 April 45
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After overcoming the resistance, toe advance was Iipid until
enezj retistance, comslsting of nine 20 ma flak gans sna two tanks
wao et ot ichoneberg (806287), .rtHllery fire knockas out tue
flek .ceitione erd ore teni and’ the advence toward Flanzerciecld
(8527) wse resuzed, Setween .chonsberyz and -lammersield twu road
blceks and neavy small arag fire were encounterzd snd tkhe close of
the jericd fourd the force short .f lawmersield.

"

inc 24 Ba, 36th irad Inf degt, attucaed to IF ®elbern, JC B,

‘attecked through the st Inf Dly and adyanced to ard socured the

town of Xerwelss by the ond of the pericd., Inu lite of ettuok wae
eleng & mein roud on & Tidge line, elweys uzder chservaiion of the
ecexy from the front und flamc, & sbroly ensmy pooltich was zet
initielly, but 4% ees overcome by use of criillery. after tnst,
chief di1ficulty was frece terrein.

26 ksrco 1345 Contoet wes melatained witn oC 4 epd L€ 2
throuskout the morring. At 143. orders were receivec 0 emplcy
I¥ richurdsor in ine gone batween TY lovelady of CC b zud TF Hal
cf .C A for the purpose .f alding the udverce of CC B ond to clear
the erexy from tie ares cetwedrn ihc ccluzne. TF Aichurdson rcoved
from &is ssmexbly sree at 1.0, bui .rogress #zu elow due to tua
cordition of the rosds and tratfic comgestich, dJowever, sltez—
kirchen was reached by 1700 without oppositicn and zcpping-uj ojer
&tiong against remeining enemy there were tuking place, .t luth
orders were raeceived to continue the sdvancs o iue eest ca ioules
1 and 2 of tue Divialon, taking ovsr tue xic.l.x of CC B, IF
Hogen was moved forward and edvenced om soute 1, TF Richardeon
continued tc wdvancs or iouts 2, by tae olose of The perios both
colucos were proceeding slowly duoe o the vieidility and the terrin,

les on, 36th _rud inf fegt: At CE30 Th's with let im, SLin
rrd I‘.-.Z‘—A.aﬁ, nockod Out @ .ari 7 tunk % Slazzersieid ckd the
ztiocs muvad on to Cber .ambuch (0424). anen elezcnts left Ukar
bacn, they were net by heavy .7 and artillery fire, . fter over-
cozing thiz resistunce with artillery, the adv sce continued L3
Sachonvurg (C629) without difficuliy, Luring tho nignt secvy screar
fire fell on tne north edg. of tne oWk,

«d_om, 36th .rmo lf negt. Sy €206 tha roed waica kad ceusew
tihe delty of the Gastalion o the dey before was rezsired and tne
adv nce continued t. the Aigh ground east of ietiersen. The high
ground ves gecurci by U345 tmd tsie ubisck for nnsaelbruch wes con
tipued ut 73C. Tank and T fire biocred edvancy, inflicted 1
#nd toe force waa ordoersd buck to reor unize. . dlgZounted attuck
scueduiea for 13.G wae sloo delayed by caserved urtillery fire, and
1t wee not until 143. that the sttack s urcned. This ti.e it
w58 successful und tho town wes eecured by 1545. .~ road block hald
up tae savence cn Cberctin, DUt Wee OVErcome chc the tosa secured oy
240C. :nomy resistacce concisted of szull wrze fire exd harsssing
artillery fire.

1
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7-1-45
7-31-45

THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGINENT

* Spearhead Donghboys

J NOUMEN FANCE o AMDENNES s IMNELIND o CENFRAL GERMANY

Turing the entire month training, reation and
maintenance were corried on. Speci:l entertain-
ment was provided and some leaves and furlougha
granted. L% Col Orr assumed command of the Regi-
ment from the 4th and the 8th in absence of Col
Howge, and sgain from the 1lth to 17th, Lt Col
Thomas assumed comnmand from the 8th to the 10th
in the absence of Col Orr. Colonel Howze assumed
cermend again 18 June 1945.

A Recimental Parade mas held in the vicnity of

the Zellhaussen Airport, June 19 1945, at which
General Hickey presented the legion of Ferii to
Colonel Howge and the Distinguished Service Cross
to Pfc Roland Pomerleau and 3ilver and Bronge Stare
and Clusters to other Officers and enlisted men of
the Beginent. L

On 29 June 1945 a Review and Inspection were hold

&t the Zellhausen iirport, at which time the Division
and Begimental Commanders said farewell to the men
who were.to leave the Regiment within the next few
days.

Throughout the perlod the Regiment remained in
ocouptational areas in the eastern half of the .
Offenbach Eresis, CP's of all units were the same
as for the June Period.

On 6 July 1945 ‘the Regiment transferred most of

its 85-point officers and emlisted men ( ‘44
Officers snd 798 enlisted men) to the 6th Armd
Division.” Hajor Paul C Root assumed cormend of

the 1st. Battalion., It Col Charles E. Brown
agsured commend of the 2nd Batialion,, and Kajor
G1llmsn E. Morse assumed command of the Third
Battalion. The new persomnel from the 6th Armd .
Division coming to the Regiment in transfers in
sxchange for persomnel transferred out of the regi-
ment, were rapidly acouainted with existing policies
and became vart of the Regiment in short time.

A Regimsntal retreat parade was held in the vicinity
of the Zellhausen Airport on 19 July 1945. Col Howze
decorated all of the guidons of the Regiment with
the Combat. Infantry Company Streamer.

On 21-22 July 1945, Operation "Tallyho" was held
e R e

ginental area, The plan was well thought
out and numerous civilian arvests were made. hany

14
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(L) LoSSES IN ACTION: (gombimued)

NAME ASN GRADE DATE OF CASUALTY
watking, gdwerd He 389283582 pfe 16 april 19456
Pox, wade fe 35829957 pfe 14 ppril 1945
patton, Be 38812575 1/sgt 18 april 1945
Meysr, NMI 36077914 gt 16 pApril 1945
Hyatt, PErTY Re 34935428 pfe 16 april 1945
Brooks, yenry NMI Jre 35839446 pfo 16 ppril 1045
Memn, goward Le X 36980804 pfe 17 April 1945
selards, Joseph NNT 42186192 pfec 17 pprdl 1945
patterson, willism R. 33858379 pvt 14 ppril 1945
©0ldham, pobert we 37061169 pvt 16 aApril 1945
perlington, gdward ge 57771240 pfo 1s 1945
poterek, prank Jo 32453448 pvt 16 April 1945
o s Willlam He 33142902 g/agh 16 pApril 1945
R 6, Hertin H. 37120085 pie 16 April 1945
vinters, willianm e D4611540 pfe 17 april 1945
o Predrick p,Jr37452626 s/sgt 16 april 1945
wishols, felth v. 16126275 gpl 16 ppril 1945
Kahl, ﬁ;rlm re 36960758 pfe 16 sprdil 1945
s arthur wqy 32712722 pfc 16 april 1945
poney, Jemes we 58902431 pfe 16 spril 1945
gsiser, John Qs 33895962 pvt 18 1945
Pleegal, glenn me 33931088 pvt 16 April 1945
xends, pernard we 36918428 pvh 16 1945
uiller, pevid pe 86578616 3/sat 10 april 1945
gasparro, John V. 42122501 pfe 10 4l 1945
Jensem, ylctor we Jre 56834769 ple 10 april 1045
garlson, yilliem 7. 58106762 gec 5 15 gpril 1945
phillips, gluer w.' 34058499 st 18 1945
gtorey, porrest pe 84777502 pfe 16 pril 1945
s IVED T 39904881 s/sgt 16 spril 1945
Reyer, peul WNI 34260859 38t 16 pril 1945
Maher, Richard Le 37659901 pfc 16 april 1945
Hort, yarvin Jye 15186857 pfo 16 rpril 1945
giupak, pdward Fe 32841873 pfc 16 april 1945
@ Ve 54098982 Tee 5 16 april 1945
purton g o (1o} 38607330 pfo 16 spril 1945
y Albert ur 7007333 s5gt 17 april 1946
shersgeorge ¥MI 36042664 Fee 5 16 April 1946
Hopey williem pe 33048168 pfc 17 gpril 1945
partosek, yilton J. 56746524 pfe 17 april 1945
watsan, gorris 7. 59148235 pfc 17 aprdl 1945
parsh, glifford g 35885880 pfo 17 april 1945
pormany, goseph Ee 34546329 pfo 17 april 1945
aeines, plbert Re 38128064 mes 5 17 April 1945
gtemos, jsmuel ¥ 13121145 ¢gpl 17 april 1945
Bpeeson, slbert T. 34869331 pfe 17 april 1945
wise, pred P. 54611435 pvt 17 april 1945

S~E-0-B-B-T

- 34 -
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THIREY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
*Spearhead Doughboys*

 NORMANDY o NORTHERN FRANCE  Jr. ARDENNES Jr RHINELAND 7 CENTRAL GERMANY

Date:
The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, T3 ¥elborn of OCB, sent a
patrol at 0445, after artillerw fire was 1lifted
%o investigate the bridgs. The- found the bridge
blown, and the site strongly defended. One company
of Infantry and a company of tanks moved into po-
sition to force a crossing, the infaniry goin
across on the wreckage of the blowm bridge, Bv 2007
one company plus two platooms of the 2nd Bn had
crossed and most of the enemy fire was token off
the site, Bridging operations wers expected to
start by 2200.
During the afternoon the 83rd ASA Bn was detached
from the Combat Command.

4-16-45 TF Richardson at 0645 reported evervthing guiet.

At 0700 a Battle Group moved north toward Sernburg.
No resistance was met until the- reached the out-
skirts of Bernburg at 0853. They recelved resorts
which indicated that the enemy forces waich had held
them up the night before in Unterpeissen had moved
out, and probably move to Bernburg. On the esdge of
Bernburg they Tan into amall arns and panzerfaust
fire. The Task Force Commander split his group into
two columns and sent one around fo the leff. The
Left force ran into anti-fank fire and small arms.
At 1150 the TF Commander notified the CC CO that it
would take most of the day to clean up the town, due
to the enipers and house-to-house fighting. Some of
the pangerfaust fighting was reported done by ci-
vilians. He was told to take the rcst of tie day if
necessary to clear the town. At 1530 half the fown
was cleaTed, snd by 1900 the farce reached the
river Saale. The bridges, both road and railway,

- wers out, They buttoned up there for the night.
Several prisoners wers liberated, including 8 imerica s
and some Canadians at Bermburg. it 0645 TF Hogan re-
ported all quiet. There was not as yet anv contact
with TF Orr. At 0700 elements of the TF moved out,
‘east, but had gone only a short distance when they
hit enemy smzll arms fire. Again it was house-torhuuse
cleaning. By 1050 Klepzig was reached. The Toad was
blocked and defended by small arms and an anti.tank
gun- The Task Force was told to by-pass it and keep
going. Leaving a force to contain the enemy, ther
sent a force sowtheast, east and northwest to Merzien
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BEQSBREZ
had been giving Combat Comusnd "K" supporting fire under Division
ceontrol, wee given other missions, and moved frow the Combat Com—
mend Area.

17 April 1;&}: For 17th April the mission originally was as
followe: orce Richardson leave one cowpanhy in Bernburg and
send the remsinder on a "clean-up" route, viz: Mukrens-Bebita-

Leau-Plomnitg-Baalberge-Drubard-Kl. Paschleben-Drosa-Wulfen-kicheln-
Kaxdorf-Gr. Paschleben.

Task Force Bogan send & "clean-up" force to Porst-Sibbendorf-
Osternienburg-Trebbichesu-iken (Leave z force st tue river)-Kl.
Zerbgt-Elenigk-¥urs lau-Zehringer-Porst,

At 0700 Tagk Force Hogan moved out and hit & road block and
some mines at Poret, By 0930 the town wee clesred, snd the engin-
eers moved in to clear tue road vlock &nd mines., At Porst tue group
divided with one force going to Aken via Sibbeldorf-Osternienburg-
Trebbicheau-kicheln-Wulfen-Irosa-K1. Paschleven-Trinuu-Gr, Pasch-
leben, and the other, tne original route ss planned. By 1348 one
column wae in Sibbelsdorf, end tne otner im Elsnigk., koving stead-
ily sgeingt light oppoeition, most of the day, beth columne con-
verged on Aken et 1715, On the wey & chemical plent, air Iield, uznd
electrical {ixtures plant were cspturcd, snd a hospital discovered.
Several priscners of war were liverated, sowe of them troops ol the
VII Corgs wire tesu, captured the night before. 1n Aken, small arms,
penzerfausts, and considerable artillery were encountsred, but by
the end oi the period, it was about three-fourths buttoned up., It
was expected that the cleaning up would require most of the nignt
and & greater part of the next dey. Tue force tuet turned esst met
oppositicn, lost one tank, and had eome casuaities. At about 2100,
they buttoned up Gr. Pasculeben, ior tLe night, to continue tue next
dey.

Tesk Force Richardeon noved out et 0700, and noved speedily
with no o,position until it resched Konnern, at 1000, Here the
mission was changed, and it moved tc Route 3, and proceeded east to
come under Division control for & miseion in the vicinity of Hins-
dorf. Prom this sosition it attacked to seize Bobbau-Steinfurts
and Jessnitz. As tie Taek Force got under way for the sttack at
1400, an enemy task force launched a counter-attack nortawest irom
vicinity Bobbsu-Steinfurth. This attacking force was quickly turned
back by heavy artillery and air coogerstion of Iighter-bombers
which knocked out an estimated eight tauks. After overconing stub-
vorn resistance the tesk force reached Boobau-Steinfurtu, and at
the close 0f tne yeriod held tue wast edge of the town,

After sweeping tue woods in the Haideburg Porest, lst Battalion,
36th Armored Infantry Regiment, in Taek Force Orr, rescned the east-
ern edge near the railroad trecks, west of Torten, and remained in
position throughcut the period, keeping pressure on the enemy nolding

= A8
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NFANTRY REGT.

Jian 55 peicent of ite personnel wearing the coveled
badgz.

Juring the “Hipearhend”
campaigns, six ssparate commarders led the 3%t
Lmored Infanty Regimen:. The casiaity rle
more sevess in lowss echelons: Colonel Oxv's “at Baffalics
sent into 16 Initial action a: Villiors Fogeard, Normandy
unde: L: Golonel Walier Abney. Befors the unit reachec
German scil
by soven officors, They wore: Golonsl Aibnoy, Majer Bau:
W, Gorrigan, Gaplan Jahn C Ghapman, Msjar ‘Theadors
P. Muson, Caolain Frack D, Hall, Cupleln Louis F. Fluzuer,
and Colonel O:r
{he first phase of ihe Sieg

Diyisiers dive  waslem

aven

Cantain Tlummer was woundad during
iad

us attack,

n Carkafnir
Jauded al the head of his froops fn Normendy and wae
killed m action or August 8. The ecorda disc ase fant
14 succeeding officers commandec the bxitalion from thai
fime utll VE day! Of these, Ma‘or Tromas G. Tousey, It
and 1, Golonel ‘thamas | Motan se-vad lengesi, the Intier
fighiing witk his Loups lhouglioul (e Rowr-Rhine slug
fest, the great Faderbomn swesp, and fhe steady drive ic
Dessas

re 2Znc a-talon,

* Calonal Vincant

LL Colonel Carllon P. Russsll, wounded in asilon on
Rugust 5, 1944, was the firsl cembai commancer of the
rd Saltalica. Eight ofzer efficers succeedsd him, wilh
1t Cglorsl Psul L, Fowler, and Major Rober: E. Chaney
leding for the longasi pernd of time. Major Gianey
wes killod in aclion len days befora lho “Speailivad’
Livizicn came cut of the line for <he last timo, at Doscan.
Mejor Gordes Thomes then assumed ¢oniand

Many enlisied man of the tth Atmored Infantry Reg-
iment gave tels lives o bring fual viclory. The jeb of
the “Blits Doughs” was 20t an saviable one, and yot thers
‘was such espiit d= cozps among Calonel [ovwze's hneas
fhat not one man weuld have chenged piaces witha fauker
These men ware fhe intighters of the division, “£a spldiers
who insured victory aller the culling edge of lhe armar
had slashed onomy positions. Izdoed, in stroct fighting,
the ammorec infantry citen piocedsd -fe lacks. ior all
of heavy casuzltios, constan: fighling and faligus, ihe
“Blitz Doughs” maintained a briliaz: roputation for valor.

23

The Armored Infaniry didu't
combal. it was man against man in the time honared
tradition of the foot soldicr. Abovc: “Blitz Doughs”
hitch & ride on & "Spearhead” lank. Cenlds: fhe
infantry crosyes {he Weser River in central Germany.
Bottom: two doughis seck shelter from incoming mall
on the Paderborn drive.

39
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;‘E Zna L Striekiond 2040947, Jth armd 18 hagt, for horote whicvissnt
4n goticn aguisol the wavry 3 Garsany on 21 apil 1045,  Lntered militery ser-
vico free aTkensaa, 8
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4-15-45

THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
“Spearhead Doughboys”

J NORTHEAN FRANCE e ARDENMES o RMINELAND - CENTRAL GERAANY

light. At the emd o the period thev were atiaclkire
FPrenz some 2000 yards forward, and plomed to spend
the might in Biendor? and Frenz. CP crossed tre
river about 1430 and followed TP Hogon od Route 2.
Avout 1600 the Combat Commend coiled in a field just
south of Lobnitz. While there, 66 ememy infantry
were flushed from the woods just north of Torbzig
by Service units, and 22 others in Lobaitg br 2
Liaison officers. Both groups were verr close to

the CP locatiom. At 2030 the CP mov~d into the
western edge of Kothen for the niznt. Cn the way,

on 8Srm gun fired at the colum, but verw litstle
damage was done. Earlier in the day the Luftwaffe
strafed the left column of CCB and a%so the Division
CP Column. P-51's chased them awsy and chot down

1 F¥ 190.

®he 1st Bn 36th_AIR, TF Boles of CCA, trossed the
Saale River on Bridge 1, immediately in Tear of
CCR and at the close of the period was asgembled
in vicinity of Trebitz, prepare: to follow TF Rich-
ardson the nevt day.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR in TF Welborn of CCUB, crossed
the Saale river on Bridge 2 imsediatelr upon com-
pletion at 0700, Aft-r assembling in the viciniti
of Garsena thev were prepared to resume tha attac
upon order. At 0915 the attack was renews to the
east against slight opposition. Spotted résis‘ance
was _encountered all the way to the west bank o the
Mulde River. -Resistance then stiffened, and at the
close of the period the Task Force was coiled in the
vicinity of 600 yards southeast of Torten, and push-
ing infaniry patrols to the Eulde River in an effort
to secure the bridge intact at 134653.

Barly in the morning, around 0100, two groups sent
by TF Hogan to objectives in Kothern ran into
trouble. G Co 33rd AR and K Co 47th Irnf ran into
Toad blocks and tried thres times to advance but
could not. I co 47th Inf and B co 33rd AR did
Teach their objectives. After daylight, progress
was made in getting by the rToad blocks and by 0800
troops were mearly to the town's main intersection.
Engineers were moved up to clear away the road
blocks and tanks moved up. Around 1200 the left
f£lank of TF Fogan ran into more Volkssturm short
of the intersectien. They were armed with small

=131~
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(1) LO8S:3 IN ACTION (aonunuvd)

).} ASE G P _CASUALZY
Turnbough, Willard A. 37629105 S Sgt 1.7 April 1945
Wagner, Frank 32861528  Cpl 7 April 1945
Graves, John M. 34914644 Pve 15 April 1945
MoDowsll, Roger C. 14030658 Pfc 18 April 1945
Montalbano, Joseph 42188848  Pvi 18 April 1345
Malinoski, Adolph A. 31417772 Pvt 17 April 1945
Dunecan, Ralph L. 37749745  Pvt 17 April 1945
Parr, Henry C. 33596218 Tec 5 17 April 1945
Michaud, 31433607 Pfo 17 April 1345
Adamg, J 33660836  Pfo 17 April 1345
Sarver, Ed 33091059 S sgt . 17 April 1945
Stephenson, Herman 44013649 Pvt . 17 April 1945/
Zuniga, Joe T. sr~ 37754077 Pvi 17 April 1945
Skaggs, Lver 35655052  Pve 15 April 1945
Zagcaria, i 31411156 Pvt |15 April 1945
Sheridan, Jam 15337585 Pfo 15 April 1945
Wischman, Martin W. 37747684 Pfo 15 April 1945
Arcia, James 39721225 Pvi 18 April 1945
Turnbull, Grant H. 39022533 Sgt- 18 April 1945
Booth, Eugene R. 42177292 18 April 1945 A
Donovan, Claremce I. 36716224 Pve 18 April 1945 T
Stogner, Leverte 38657755 Pvi 18 April 1945 - |
Wilson, Warren D. 42899044 Pve 18 April 1945
Smith, Ellis B. Jr. 44017708 Pvs 18 April 1945
Wood, Eugene M. 34865306  Pvt 18 April 1945
Schwertly, Harvey K. 42142644 Pfc 18 April 1945
Thibeault, Romeo 31100231 Tec 5 18 April 1945
Young, Homer L. 44838744  Pvi 18 April 1945
Smith, Goxdon C. 33713434 Pré 18 April 1945
Denniston, Donald W. 39476473 Cpl 18 April 1945
S.{loul‘. Vincnet W. 31471851 Pfo 18 April 1945
Roberts, George L. 36254000 Pfo 18 April 1945
Ba: tt, John H. 33838526 Pvi 18 April 1945
Peterson, Warren C. 37010599 8 sgt. 18 April 1945
Cavin, Raymond G. 6272411 § sgt 18 April 1945
Newcomb, James O. 35480741  Pfo 18 April 1945
A-pinlli 8am R. 31320547 Tec 5 18 April 1945
Baker, Edwin C. 33303331  Sgt. 18 April 1945
Meschini, Marcel J. 31432899 Pfo 18 April 1945 -
Paige, Tracy 44017583 Pyt 18 April 1345
Skallerud, Lowell R. 17050777 Pvé 18 April 1945
Jaques, Barl K. 31372476 Pfc 18 April 1945
Jones, Alan M. 19177612  Pfo - 18 April 1945
Malone, Frank S. 33822964 Pfc 17 April 1945
Lewis, Eltus C. 18062455 S Sgt 13 April 1945
Steudinger, Benjamin 33838289 Pri 13 April 1945
Everett, Morgan R. 33942880  Pvé 13 April 1945
Berton, Leno L. 31433747 PLe 13 April 1945
Roberts, Albert R. 33713452 Pyt 18 April 1945
Antonucoci, John J. 31436566 Pvt 18 April 1945
Hnyd.n, Henry E. 33860325 Pvi 18 April 1345
s Gerald W. 37589058 Pfaé 18 April 1945
snhl-r, Arthur L. 335814493 Pyt 18 April 1945
Hershey, Chester L. 33802852 5 Sgt 18 April 1945
Bernardiec, John L. 01321990 lst L% 18 April 1945
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kg o xuwey
aix iioy 1 to After Aotiom Report,

U8 Aray, april, 1945 (Cent'd),

compsuy moved cut agaim, reched il [EIHUKY at 0730 and contisued
until it met the task force asxr OT{G:GEN, where mounting resistance
wag zots

(1) About 1040, it bivoumced temporarily im w fiald on the weat
slde of the town treating oasualties. Ine resistance developad into a
battle and the treatment seeticn meedel & suitsble place to eare for
isoroasing cagunitiess (he miire saupesy sovel into A schoolhouse i
SITHRGM midet nortar fire asd est up at wiat was them the fromt limss
iivaouation was 8O problems

{2) mother task furce had net resistence on the right flauke
Amtulances from that task force wers therefore evacusting formsrd to
the troatmest stations .

(3) The campsay stayed ln OTIV RGOS ustil 10 Aprile 56 casualti
wors troateds Renrward evacuation had not lwproved.

(4) deginaing 9 spril, Combat Cemmead A" follewsd on twe cemtral
routss of advanos aoross tho WiSER RIVR. Caompmmy "A" moved from OTIBEEGEN
om 9 April snd to HAKDIGSRN am the 10th, bo CIEBOLUMNAUSEN and 248 G.REASH
the next tws dayss Zhe amly xction was the elimlaation of & pooket of
roulgtence noar OSTERCDE. Dattls casaltles treated for this sction tobaled
23,

4fith Armd Xed Im, APO 253,

{§) simee Combat Cowmand "A" was in Divialon Resarve and more or
loas hold the care of the divislor zame of zecurity while task force
of ther combat Souends eagaged the mnemy n tiuusts as far Jast as the
SLBE River arnd the ¢ity of UiSiall. Goupany “A® reseined togather &s &
campaay followtag Combat Cowmand Hesdguarters route of admpess

(8) Prom 3.iGTHAUGEN, the compamy moved te ULUBSIWT. G 14
April it xoved again te GIRLESOUK, on the 15th to FEANSURFe (ne sestiom
rezained here to support a task (orce olesning up towns in the rear mad
the other setticn moved bo WELLMNIORF. At PEUGORP, an attempt by the
enesy o retake the towm was smothersd by conbat troeps wiile "A" Caspmny
Vedies cheered their camrades from the roof topse The Sompany was to-
gother on the 17th et WELUNDONP where 1t ateyed uatil 25 aprile 172
imrican battie casualties had beon treated from 13 = 25 ipril incldsives

Be Campeny "% Toliowing Combat Casand "4” in its {ight toward the
it RITIE, Uampony "B" split ite compuny into two sesticms, ome braillng
each task foree. Reslstance was stromg until troopa ot over the rivers
(noe aoross task forées continued to roll shead and by 10 April, Cempany
"B” nad bivousced im HORVELAISENs Their principle Job hers was £9 tate esre of
200 emaoiated political prisoners in the infamous Hordnausen Conosmtration
Camp, Conditioms here were hideous beyumi bolief aad many a Americem
soldiers, for the first time saw revealed the imhumen svils of hazisme
Mok forse treatuest statioms Book up tho march the next day, trailing
oharging tanks through SANGREAUGAN, SISLEBIN, adross the SAALE RIVER,
evonbually resching TURNAS om 14 Aprile

(1) % Ammored Divislon forves had outdistansed supporting
9th Divisien Infeatry, stretohed its supply lines to & tiln olastis,
and finally were held up by the KULUS LIVRK.

-
SEEREZ
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river bank towards this city, securing its northern
flarks, enabling other units in the 3rd Armored Divi-
sion to pierce the city's defenses. 5-6 March.

. Remagen Bridgehead: Crossed Rhine, assembling on
bridgehead to attempt breakthrough to Altenkirchen,
22 March.

. Altenkirchen: Determined resistance caused heavy
casualties. Crust finally broken and the formation
of the Ruhr-Rose pocket begah on 26 March.

. Marburg: Captured by Task Force Lovelady with
such speed that the enemy was taken by complete
surprise and forced to surrender huge garrisons of
soldiers with large complement of officers. 28 March.
Axtack now progressed north to

. Paderborn, thus closing the pocket after Major Ge-

neral Maurice Rose, commanding the 3rd Armored
Division was killed.  April.

46. Helmarshausen: Crossed Weser River near here on
6 April, ‘o drive onto

47, Nordhansen, site of infamous concentration camp.
7 April.

48. Raguhn: on the River Miilde. Furthest penetration
into Germany by Task Force Lovelady; 15-23 April.
Task force seized and- secured surrounding towns,
the command group, maintenance section, and aid
station meeting with disaster at

49. Thurland, where above elements were captured for
20 hours on 17 April. Dessau was taken by other
units of the 3rd Armored Division, thus completing
the mission of VII Corps.
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RESERICTED
#ith TF Lovelady attacking on the rigat, TF xick
. oenter, azd TP :lngﬂn coxing in oa the laf:, tae enemy resistante
could ne louger huid snd at 1700 17 R woe Bble to 4.t heyon: the
&2, Prom thst time cn, the resistence wes not -atrong, =nd by the
close of tue jparicd the scuthwegtern ;art cf the $ow: vaes ssacured,

lat Bn, Suth arcd lof Regt, as & cert of TF loan of CC 4,
captured Fliseteden, aiter which they launcked an atiack on Geyon
cocrdinated with in sttack by TF lane on Ifulhelw. .fter the cap-
ture oi Cayen, the betixlion atimcked linthern, whica wis taken by
1915 and secured by 2005.

2d Ban, 36th irmd Inf legt, s & part of IF Welborn of T 3,
moved Ires iledenfeld Tu wn &ttuck pomition in tie vicloisy of
Buisdorf st 1670, The battslion was urdered to svtacs .imperc-
dorf. Ihe stteck wus laursched and afier cvercouing wmoderuse re-
slstasrce, the plece wapn Beocured by -2015.

In referring to the action of tas coibat comzend snd of tne
ctner unitc ovf tne bivielon, the Division cozmander auked that it
be made kzown %o the Trooys that the day's cperation wes os near
perfect as gnithing he hed ever seen.

4 serou 1945: Eotn teek forces contizued t5 secure ;ositicns
in ommeln und took over jositi.ne held previously by ©F lovelsdy
in the ezetern pert of ths town. <c.d blocks were establiched end
petrels wore ir operition by nightfull for tie mecurity of tne
Cenbat Uczzand ares.

Qo H (- 1 plt), 38d areu Regt, iroe lask Force 3icrsrdson, was
sttacisd to B83d scn &u ut 645, The reazsinling platoon wus atvincned
to 4t cavalry Squudron of 4th Cavalry Groug,

lst 3n, 36tn Armd Inf Regt, wes relieved ia Geyes and _inthern
apd woved to rulhelam,

2d 3n, 36th Arad Inf Regt, contirued tc swcure .innersaorfi. .

Tee followipyg wcesaye wae received froc the Cocmanding General,
“nird racred ilvision:

“.gvise ail of tne followin, Ay perscnci cong nuulatiors 1or
8 neurly perfoct oper-tion., 'Congrutulaticns on sgearheading Ttn
Corpe, the lesding lst sraly troops, so the .olsme. COLLI¥. 7ta Jorps.’
noknowlsdge~XU0u, " ,
.arch 1C4%5 The cowbatb Jonssnd ceatinued to secure the
.toxmelrn ared. at 21.¢ IF acgan sus .ttuched 3. .0 3 snd began
zoveuent to en asgosbly ores al 4264 et J2:C,

Mpe la: .m, 36tk arad Iaf .aegt, 2s a part of 27 ioem of IC Ay
attacked cologne und =% +7i. tbe ivading elewsnts Lud entered the

RESERICTED
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e NORMANDY e NORTHERN PANCE o ARDENNES ¢ RHIELAND ¢ CENTRAL GERAANY

Date:

N
K0 et
L
e
L 4=25-45"
4-26-45
to

4-30-45

7Int Division, effective at 1545, and remained under

*Spearkead Doxghboys™

mere pade to comtact CCA on the right.

The Combat Command was attached to the 9th Inf
Division at 1630.

The 1st Bn 36th ATR, part of CCA, contimued to
defend its sector. They were attached to the 9th

control of the 9th Inf Div until the- started to
move to the new assembly area.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, moved to new assembly avea
vicinity Vatterode during the day and reverted to
Regimental control - 36tk Armored Iafantry Recizent.

The 3rd Bn 36th AIR, less Co H, still in Aken, arri-
ved in their mew assembly area, started reorganizing,
cleening up and making necessary maintenance.

411 attached troops of other inits of the Division
were released during the day, and reverted to_their
respective commands. ‘On completion of the relief
of the Combat Command by the 9th Infantry Division
at 1630, the Combat-Commend reverted to comtrol of
3rd Armd Division, Combat Command CP moved at 1725
%o new area in the vicinity of Ranmelburg and closed
4t 2130..

The lst Bn 36th AIR continued to occupy their sector
under CCA until late in the afterncon when relief
wag effected by the Gth Inf Division, The 3rd Armd
Division planned to move the Battalion the following
morning to the 36th AIR sssembly cres, ot which tims
it would revert to regimental control.

The 2nd Bn and 3rd Bn 36th ATR remained in their
sector and proceeded with cleaning up, recreation
and zaintenance,

H Co 36th ATR, was relieved ot Aken during the day,
and joined the 3vd Bm in their assembly avea.

On 26th April, the 1st Bn 36th ATR, moved into its
assigned bivouac area, vicinity of Wippra, and be-
gaz melntenance, oleantng up and zeereation. The
'nd and 3rd Bns contimied with maintenance and Te-
creation” through 28 Apr 1945, On 29 Apr 45 the
Begiment moved mouth to mew assembly arees witn Head-

\
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARKORED INFANTRY REGIMENT

= Spearbead Doughboga”

Jo NOUAANDY Jo NORTMERN FANCE s ARDENNES v RMNELAND i CENTRAL GERMANY

Date:
It Col Yeomans, CO, 83rd Ren Bn, w
_ position of the troops at tr

TF Richardson: 5rd Bn 32 A®; 3rd Bn 36th AIR; 2nd
Plat Co C 703rd TD Bn; 1st Plat Co 0 23vd “mgrs Bn;

TF Miller: Co B 32nd AR; Co 4 36th AI?; Sec o &
703rd TD Bn; Cos 4 & B 83rd Ren Bn.

TP Bradley: 83rd pon Bn (less cos 4 and B and 1
plat each of Oos C and D); Sec Co 4703 TD Bn.

The Battle Group secured Reuden for the mizht.

The lst Bn 36th ATR, part of TP Orr CCA, continued |
to maintain their security during the veriod.

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR, TF Welbron of GC3, withdrew the
btridgehead forces (E and P Cos) to the west side of ’
the Hulde River under cover of darlmess. They con-
tinued o clear the enemy from Torten, beginning at
0800 and by 1720 it was reported cleared. Combat
Patrols moving from Torten to contact elements of |
Combat Comrand Doan received heavy anti-tank and

smzll arms fire from the vicinity of RJ 107649,

and were unable to effect the contact. ]

4-19-45  TF Miller moved from Thalheim towards: 7olfen via
Reuden at 0400 and began an attaclk from the northern
side, advancing southeast., Bv 1100 it had Teached ‘
the main north-south rosd, It reported finding
f"plenty of Krawts, and destroying seme". The
force met strong resistance, runming into Infantry,
automatic weapons, pangerfaust, snivers and artillery .
Tate in the afternoon the task force began to move
fasterand by the close of the period had cleared
four-fifths of Wolfen. This was secured and pre- ‘
parations wers made to move on at 0600, TF Richard-
son attacked st 0400 in Bobbai-Steinfurth. The advanm
was very slow as it was a matter of house-towhouse
fighting, They met pengerfaust, small arms, small
caliber A-P, mortars and considerable direct fire.
AT support was requested and by 0645 plans arrived.

A% 1600 the task force was still in the vicinity of
“the church in the northern part of tows, and the
TF Commander reported the presgure was increasing..
The task force tried to send a batile group around
to tho teft and attack the ememy from the flank and
rear. This force also met resistance but by the
close of the period it had advenced to the point at
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Participated in attack to drive
Germans to ROER RIVER. Third
Battalion Medical Detachment
received citation for action at
Scherpenseel-Hastenrath.

16-19 November 44

Drove through DRAGONS
TEETH - SIEGFRIED LINE.
First Battalion received Unit ——————>0
Citation for action here.
12-15 September 44

Attacked from Langerwehe to
take Geich- Obergeich - Echtz-
Hoven. A and C companies
received Unit Citation for this
action. Germans driven across
Roer River.
10-13 December 44

O EUPEN 2
Defended positions in and near
STOLBERG - MAUSBACH,
Battalions rotated in line.
21 Sept - 19 Dec 44
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& NORMANDY

Date:
4-14-45

THIRTYSIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT

“Spearhead Doughboys™

S NORTHERN FRANCE Jr ARDENNES s RMINELAND i CENTRAL GERMANY

The Engineers worked overnigat comstructing the
bridge over the Saale River, and when the one in
CCB sector was sufficiently finished, latesin the
evening of 13 Apr 45, two componies of Infon

of TF Hogan were sent across on foot. They attacked
north and advanced to secure Mon, Due to the lesck
of necessary bridiging material and boats, the
bridge in CCR sector was not completed until 1035.
The plan for crossing was for TF Hogan and one
batitery of his artillery to cross, followed bw

TF Richardson and one artille: battery. Then the
rest of Hogan's artillery and Richardson's artillery
in that order, followed by the Combat Command Cp.

TF Hogan crossed the river, beginning ar 1035 and
moved on to Eonnern, where it was stopped on the
eastern edge of town by small arms fire. After this
resistance was overcome, the tank force moved repid-

until it reached the outskirts of Eothen, There

met dug-in Infentry armed with small arms and
pangerfausts, There were about two battalion of
Germans, ome of the Wehrmacht and one Volkssturm
mized together. Some bitter fighting ensued, and
by moving in from sevsral directions the task force
had about half the town cleared by 2030. Upon
orders from the CO they did not by-psss the resist-
ance, but started to clear the town, while as the
same’ time giving TP Richardson an opvortunity to
catch up on the left route. An airfield was cap-
tured in the vicinity at which several plons were
destroyed. The south part of town cleared was se-
cured and some elements continued to move toward
the main part of town.

TF Richerdson followed TF Hogan acrocs the Saale
River, and by 1410 was in Komern. From here it
moved to Phase Line F I, where small arms and
pangerfausts fire held it up until 1610. At 1640

it was, approaching Preusslitz. Just beyond Preuss-
litz at Biendorf, it was stopped b~ dug-in Infantry,
Teported to be SS troops armed with smcll arms and
pangzerfausts. Despite hard fishtinz 1% was unable
to advance beyond this point, and a* 2038 Col Rich-
ardson was directed by the CO, CCR, ¢o button up
in that vicinity and be Teady to move out at first

=130~
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for it to reach the bridge., In the nunnma‘, both battle groups
were attempting to wove but progress was negligible. At 1300,
leading elements heard an explosicn wuieu tney lieved to be the
bridge veing blown and by 1330 vielbility had improved sufficient-
ly for airplanes to V.x‘if_y this belief, However, strong enemy re-
sistance continued and by dark Task Force Richardson Led been un-
able to advence further than 400 yards beyoad the railrosd just
east of Bobbau-Steinfurth. At the close of the period, the Task
Force was secured in this position,

At 0600, Tesk Force Hogan resumed the ettack in the factory
ares and meeting only elight resistance completed Lo ping-up o.er-
etions by mid-morning, The battle group that had been sent north
for possible use with Tesk Force Richardson remained in place be-
tween Wolfen end Bobbau-Steiniurth,

During the morning, Commanding Genersl, 3d Armored Division,
had discussed with the Combat Commend Commander his plane for as-
sembly poeitions for this Combat Command when the Bobbau-Stein-
furth — Jeesnitz - Wolien - Greppin mipsiom had been mecomplished,
These plans called for 833 Reconnaissance Battalion to relieve
Battle Group Miller and revert to Division comtrel, Upon relief,
Battle Group Miller wss to revert to Combet Command "A" comtrol
and Combat Commsnd "R", consisting of Task Force Hogan end Tesk
Force Richardson, was t. be assewbled in Reppichau and Chorau,pre-
pared to attuck Dessau on Division order. Therefore, realizing
that Task Force Hogan could not be further used in its present po-
eition, the Combat Command Commander ordered Task Force Hogan to
move &t 1300 to Choreu and from tiuere to patrol the Chorau - K1.
Euhnsu road. Upon resching Chorau, Task Force Hogan ssnt a patrol
north to the Kuhnau woods and then sast toward Kl. Kuhnau, In
spite of some swell arms fire progress was good aud the patrol wes
reinforced te battle group size. By 1630 the eastern edge ol the
woode had been reached and the battle group comtinued to the west-
ern edge of Kl. Kuhneu where a rosd block defended by an assault
gun and swell arms was encountered, By 203C the resistance had
been overcome, the rozd block removed, and the battle group se-
cured itself for the night & proximstely helf-wey tarough the town,
Patrols were sent out during the nlght to deterwine road eonditions
toward Dessau.

At 1730 the Combat Commend CP began movement to new location
at Reppichau, Upon orders of Commanding General, 3d Arwored Di-
vision, Tesk Force Richardison reverted to Division control and was
to continue his attack toward Jessnite but wes not to advunce
further than the blown bridge e:cept cn order,

lst Battelion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiwent, part of Coubat
Commend "A", remained in position during the day, and continued to
secure its sector in the vicinity of 10664c.

2 -
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Task Force kKichardson, &4ir was agein ssked for. Knocking out sn
enemy SP gun, end losing 1 tank, they occupied Neuhof. In the after-
noon, orders for the attack for the next day were re ved, Combat
Command "R" and Combat Commend "B" were to attack abreast, Combat
Command "R" on the left (morth) flank. At 1535 hours Compemy D, 834
Rocomi:jno' Battalion, reverted to Battalion control. For the

next dey'e) operation Combat Conmand "R" was to get another Recon-
naissance Company. The lst Battalion, 313th Infantry, relieved Task
Forece Richardson late in the evening and Tesk Force Richardson moved
to & forwerd sssembly srea at Guedersleben, The 3d Battalion, 414th
Infentry, remained at Usterhagen, and Tesk Foree Hogan moved forward
to an assembly sres at Hochstedt. The Combat Command CP moved for-
ward to essembly sres at Gunzerode at 2000 hours, For the attack the
next day, the 3d Battalion, 47th Infantry, was attached to Task Force
Hogan and joined at Gunzerode. The 83d Field Artillery Battalion was
ettacned to Combat Command "RK" snd placed in direct support of Task
Force Hogan.

The lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Kegiment, part of Tagk
Force Beles of Combat Command "A", resumed the attack ageinst Herz-
burg at firet light ageinst strong opposition of tenks, 3P fire and
small arms. The Task Force continued to push against strong oppo-
eition throughout the day and after entering the town a strong enemy
road block had to be removed before the town fell. By 2300 hours
Herzburg wes secure and arrangements were completed for the relief
of Task Force Boles by elements of the 104th Infentry Division &t
first light, 12 April 1945.

The 2d Battalion, 36th Arwored Infantry Regiment, remained
attac to Combat Command "B" as part of Task Force Welborn, They
resumed the attack east 2% 0530 hours to seize Nordheusen. By 0650
elements were in the northwest edge of town, and by 1135 the north
part of the town was secured, The Combat Command of which 24 Bat-
talion was & part was relieved in Fordhausen by the 3d Battalion,
415th Infantry Regiment, at the close of the period.

12 ﬁEril 1252. Tagk Force Hogan was delayed in jumping off in
the a ue to the fact that the 3d Battalion, 47th Infantry Regi-
ment reported to them the night before after dark, and the breakdown
of men to tanke was not completed in time, However, Tesk Force
Hogan crossed the LD at 0744 hours. Task Force Richerdson jumped off
at 0700 hours., Last of Nordhsusen S5 Troops with penzerfausts were
encountered, By 1010 hours the enemy had been reduced and Tagk Force
Richardson was moving Bgain., ITogress wap uninterrupted until 1212
when bad roade slowed them down. At 1530 hours they were held up by
enemy between Weetelrode and Gonma. Two tanks, or AT guns, were re-
ported end eir wee requested. One of the guns was destroyed and the
other captured intact. A& PW reported a large concentration of tanks
at Wippra. By 1725 hours Task Force Richardson wae in the Gonna -
Obersdorf erea, The towns were occupied and secured.

- 11 -





index-62_1.jpg





index-263_1.jpg
SECREZ

the BJ at 107649, Close contaet wes kept with Task Force Lovelady,
operating tc the esst sgainst Torten, in an effort to establisn
physical contact at the first opportunity.

2d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, ms part of Task
Force Welborn, continued to secure the bridgenesd over the Mulde
River gt 133653, and construction wae continued on a treadway
bridge et thet point until 1845, when orders were issued to die-
continue construction cn the bridge snd withdraw the bridgehead.,
At 0900 part of the Task Force was dispatched to aid elements of
Teek Force lovelady secure Torten, and RJ at 107649, Just weet of
the town. Fatrolling was cenducted during the day. At the close
of the period they were disposed in the woods southeast of Torten.

18 April 12%21 At 0600 Task Force Hogen resumed cleaning up
Aken. y » e right of the tcwn waes cleared, In the left
portion there were bB'e in bulldinge, and covering the road blocks.
There wae firing down cro:s streets. The task force commander
threw ertillery at tue eneumy infantry in the vicinity of the North
Church.

The patrol irom Tesk Force Richardson at Bernburg, made con-
tact with the 113th Cavalry et Pobzig at 1000, At 1210 contact
wes alsc made with them &t the blown bridge in Bernburg. At 1800
the Group left in Beruburg was relieved by & combat engineer bat-
telion and rejoined Task Force Richardson, vicinity Bobbau-Stein-
furth,

Tagk Force Hogen was attempting to get s patrol out of Aken
east, to proceed toward K1, Kuhneu, but up until 1400 wes unable to
get toewm out of town, due to sniper fire from the vicinity of the
church, Congiderable eunemy artillery waes thrown intc the town,
About 1500 the Combat Command CF moved to Aken, but shortly after
arrival was ordered tc move to Loberitz, When this wee accomp-
lished Task Force Hogan was pleced under Division contrcl, end Taesk
Force Richerdison, which included tiue 3d Battelion, 36th Armored
Infantry Regiment, reverted to Combat Command "E" control. By 1900
Tagk Force Hogen hed Aken cleured, end contact wes mede with the
634 Division,

§ Task Force Richerdson received a counter-sttack from 3 tanks
end 100 Infenutry at about 0520, in Bobbeu-Steinfurth. This sttack
wes defeated, without loss of ground. During the day they en-
countered hecvy enemy defense of Infantry, supported by tenks,
mortars, and artillery fire. At night taey secured their position
resdy to continue the atteck at 0600.

During the dey Task Force Bradley attacked turough Zechepkau
and Thelheim to Reuden, While Reuden wes being cleared the enemy
counter~zttecked frou. the soubhiamst with 3 tenks snd 25-50 In-
fantry. This attack was defeatcd and the town secured by 1915.

*  § See page 19a « 19 &
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The Battle Group securel Reuden for

1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, pert of Task
Force Orr, Combat Command "A", continued to maintein their seourity
during the period,

2d Battalion, 36tu Armored Infantry Regiuent, part of Task
Force Welborn, withirew the bridgehead forces (E and F Companies)
to the weet side of the Mulde River, under cover of darkness. They
continued to clear the enewy frowm Torten, beginning at 0800, and by
1720, it wes reported cleared., Combat pairols moving from Torten
to contact elements of Combat Command Doan received heavy anti-tank
and emzll armes fire from the vieinity of RJ at 107645, and were
ungble to effect the contact.

19 Agrél 1945: Task Force killer moved irom Thalheim towards
Wolfen via Reuden at 0400, and begen an attack frou the northern
side advancing southeast. By 1100 it had reached the wain north-
south road., 1t reported iinding "plenty oi Krauts, and destroying
saue", The force mwet sirong resistance, ruuning into inifantry,
automstic weapons, pengerimust, gnipers, and ertillery, Late in
the afterncon the task force began to move fmster and by the close
of the period had cleared four-fifths of Wolfen, This wes secured
and preperations were usde to wove ok at 0600.

Task FPorce Richerdecon sttecked at 0400, in Bebbau-Steinfurth.
The sdvance was very slow as it was & matter of house-to-house
fighting, They met panzerfaust, small arms, small caliber A-P,
mortars, and considersble direct fire., Air support was requested,
and by 0945 planes errived, At 1600 the task force was still in
the vieinity of the church in the northern part of town, and the
task force Commander reported the pressure was inoreasing. The
task force tried to send a bettle group eround to the left and
attack the enemy frow the flank aud rear, This force also met re-
sistance but by the close of the period it had advanced to the
point st which the muin roed brenches east to Jesenitz. A patrol
was sent out this road to go to Jessniteg, reconnoiter and report on
the condition of the bridge, but et the end of the period no report
hed been received,

Orders had been icsued for Tesk Force Hogan (lecs security
detachment st Aken) to join Combai Command et Loberitz, Task Force
Hogan at 0700 left Aken, leaving one ,latoon of Infantry, one pla-
toon of light tanks, and one ssction of tank destroyers to secure
the town, They arrived st 1100, and were immediately given tie
miselon of securing = film factory west of Wolfen. By 1315 tae
task force was moving, and met very little recistance initially.
Two-thirds of the way through, enemy infantry wee encountered, and
et 1645, fire end emoke impeded progress. 45 prisoners of war were
teken, When the factory had been practicelly clewured, and %180
almost destroyed by iire, a battle group concieting of & company
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Although the taking of Nordhausen did not
constitute the heaviest fighting of April 11, that city

GI evamines tail fin of V-2 bomb in underground factory in Nord-
hausen Germany.
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
*Spearhead Doughboys”

Jc NOWMANDY sk NORTHERN FRANCE g ARDENNES ok RHINELAND s CENTRAL GERMANY

Date:

* end electrical fixture p.

the other in Elsnigk. Moving steadily against light
opposition most of the day, both columne converged on
Aken at 1715. On the way a Chemical plant, air field

Yess wata captured, and a
hospital was discovered. Several PW's were liber-
ated; some of them troops of VII Corps wire team,
captured the night before. In Aken, small arms,
panzerfansts and considerable artillery were en-
countered, but by the end of the period it was about
three-fourths buttoned up. It was expected that the
cleaning up would require most of the night and a
greater part of the next dav. The forces that turmed
east met opposition, lost one tank and had some
casualties,” At about 2100 they buttoned up Gr. Pachl -
‘ben for the night to continue the next day.

TP Richardson moved out at 0700 and moved speedily
with no opposition until it reached Konnern at 1000.
Fere the mission was changed, and it moved to Route

3 and proceeded east to come under Division control
for a mission in the vicinity of Hinsdorf. Prom this
position 1t attacked to seize Bobbau-Steinfurth and
Jessnitz. As the Task Force got under way for the
attack at 1400, an enemy task force launched a counte -
attack northwest from vicinity Bobbau-Steinfurth, Thi.
attacking force was quickly turned back by heavy
artillery and air cooperation of fighter-bombers
which knocked out an estimated eight tanks. After
overcoming stubborn resistance the task force reached
Bobbau-Steinfurth, and at the close of the period hel?
the west edge of the town.

After sweeping the woods in the Eaideburg Forest, the
1st Bn 36th AIR in TF Orr, reached the eastern edge
near the railroad tracks west of Torten, and remainec
4n position throughout the period, keeping pressure
on the enemy holding the RJ at 107649, Close con-
tact was kept with TF Lovelady, operating in the

east against Torten, in an effort to establish
physical contact at tha first opportunity.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR as part of TF Welborn, continued
to secure the bridgehead over the Mulde River at
133653 and constiruction was_continued on a treadway
bridge at that point until 1845 when orders were
issued to discontinue construction on the bridge
and withdraw the bridgehead. At 0900 part of the

~135-
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
“Spaariead Doughboys®

J NOWMANDY sk NOTHERN FANCE s ARDENNES o RHINELAND s CENTRAL GERMANY

Date:

The mission of TP Welborn, of whish 2nd 3n 36th AR
was part, was o secure tie road 106650-113646 and
establish road blocks at 106549 and 106348, Moderate
o heavy resistance from artiller—, small arms and
penzerfaust fire was emcountered, and at the close
of the period the- were engaged in house-to-house
fighting along the road southeast of Torton.

4-20-45 At 0600 Battle Growp Miller contimued his attack
south tovard Grepyin. At 0650 thev encountered
dug in infantry and snipers vho dolayed the ad-
vance, By 1315, the southern part of Grepoin vas
practically clesr, and the 83rd Ren Bm began to
take over.. Battle Group Miller rsverted to control
of CCA during the afiernoon.

At 0600 TP Richardson resumed the attack on Jessmitz.
One battle gromp was sent to the left flank, while
another attempted to press straight forward, but
noither was able to advance due to intense automatic
weapons fire, dug in imfantry and direct fire, A
patrol had been dispatched prior to dawn to investi-
gate the condition of the bridge across the creek west
of Jessnitz but had been unable to reach it So another
patrol was sent out. At 0910 this patrol likewise
reported that enemy resistance was $oo heavy for it
%o reach the bridge. In the meantime, both battle
groups were attempting to move butu progTess was
negligible, At 1300 leading elements heard an ex-
plosion which ther belicyed to be the bridge being
blown and by 1330 visibility had improved suffi-
cisntly for airplanes to verify this belief, How-
ever, Btrong enemy resistance sontizued aad by dark
TF Richardson had been wnable to advance furthe:
‘then 400 yards beyond the railroad just east of
Bobbau-Steinfurth, At the close of the period, the

- TP was secured in this positiom.

At 0600 TF Hogan resumed the attack in the factory
area and meeting only slight resistance completed
mopping up operations by mid morning. The battle
group that had been sent north for possidle use with
TF Richardson rerained in place betwecn Jolfen and
Bobbau.Steinfurth.

Durisg the morming the Comanting Gemeral 3rd =

~139-
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During the might 16/17 pril, Service elemsubs and mmwwwvw!
had been ztteck st (HURLAID by approcdmstel. ymmmmummm
eutomatie weapong. (Time 170130 April) Severe house to house gtreet fighting re-
sulbod and the enewy ocoupled the town of THURIAND. Co. U of the 83rd irsd. Rem,
m.mmmdmz-mtm.rmsm(mns)mnapcmwmezfmmmamm
_overcoming strong enany resigtance of ertillery, mortar, 3.4. fire throughout the
day - the town was finally seoured and outpogted.
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JENERAL ORDERE No. 54 (Cont'd)

MEDICAL SBCTION, THIRD BATTALION, 36TH ARMOAED INFANIRY

PNENRNEERIRANS. © - - S

The Medicel Section, Jrd Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment,
is cited for mtltanu.% performance of duty in zction in Germany
the period from 17 to September 1944. Throughout this bitter engage-
ment, the Medical Section, 3rd Battalion, 36%h Armored Infan Regiment
lebored wnceasingly decpite devastating hostile artillery, ury and
small arme fire, aduministering medicel aid and evacuating casualiles.
Although seve! members of the section were themselves painfully wound-
ed, they denied themselves treatment or rest uantil their patients had
been cered for. On one occasion, when an adjacent battalion was forced
back, lecving the wid station unprotected, the members of the section
cont: d their care for the wounded nn{ilina thet to move the patient
would have been, in cases, tani. Litter syuade operated in the
face of intense fire between the aid steti n and advanced units, eva-
cuating casusliies. Adé men moved with foremoct assault units, render-
ing immediate medicsl treatment to the wounded., The unflinching courage
end superd devotion to ﬂu%ﬂlplwld'by the members of the Medical
Bection, 3rd Batiulion, 36th Armorcd Infuntry Regiment, directly re-
sulted in the seving of meny lives, exemplifying the highest traditions
of the military service.

BY COMKAND OF BEIGADIEE GENbrAL HICEEY:

OFFICIALS JOHE As SMITH, JR.,
Colonel, G.B.C.,
Chief of Stuff,

/8/ROEERT M. GANT,
ROBERT M, GANT,
Lt Colonel, Adjutent General's Depertment,
Adjutant General.

A TRUE COPY:

MOND BPiERG K
Capte, 36th Arad\Ipf Regt
Adjutont
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGINENT
* Spearhead Doughboys*

J NORWANDY o NORTMERM FRANCE sk ARDENNES o RMINLAND o CENIRAL GERMANY

HI3STOR 07 RIGILCHT

The 36th Armored Iniantr~ Regiment was originally org-
aniged at Brownsville, Texas, in June 1916, as the 36th In-
fantry, the Regiment being organized b the individual trens-
for of men from the 4th, 26th and 28th Infantrr legiments.
It did not serve overseaz during ’orld jar I and was made
inactive at Fort Jay, New York, 13 October 1321, Pursuant
%o instructions contained in a letier from the Yar Depart-
ment dated 16 December 1940 as smended by letter dated 13
Januery 1941, the Regiment was made active as an Armored
Regiment, which on 1 June 1942 vas redesignated the 36th
Armored Infantrs Regiment. At the time of its reacti-ation:
the Regiment was entitled to no Battle Honors.

DESCRIPTICN OF COAT OF ARI'S

The Regimental Coat of Arms is in three parts as
follows:

1. SHIELD, The official blagonry is Arure, a sword
Dbavonet in fess, or within a border of the like. On a can-
ton argent a cross of the field, over all a cactus proper
(for the 4th, 26th and 28th Infantry), which means in simple
English, A horizontal gold sword bayonet on a blue shield
with a gold border. On o silver guartered insert in the
upper left-hend cornmer (canton) is 2 blue cross, and super-
imposed on top is a cactus. in natural colors.

_ The field of the shield is blue, the Infantr+ color.
The sword bavonet and border sre taken from the unofficial
insignia adopted by the 12th Division. The three parent
organizations are shown on the canton., The 4th and 28th
Infantry took part in the Vera Crug expedition, the name
suggesting the cross in blue for Infantry. The cactus
represents the border service of all three Reziments from
Pebruary 1913, until the organization of the 36th Infantry.

¥ 2, GHEST. The official blagonry of the crest is"On a
wreath of the colors a six-bastioned fort vert charged with
& millet argent,” which means in G. I. language " A silver
star mounted on'a green six-bastion resting on a wreath of
gold and blue."
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(1) 98383 IN OTIN: (Continued)

ASH GRADE 2418 OF CASUALTY

0 . 9Fs z 3 ax

lu';'{ 0. 3689379 Pré 6 Max 1945

Stanley 2. I64TLEY vt & Mar 1945
Sohaefer, Millard J. 52290027 Ffo 6 Mar 1345
Biokels, Thomes A, 36834852 o Mar 1945
Tomng, Garl N, 36078460 £/58% 6 Kar 1945
Wilson, Neill R. 34854021 e § Mar 1945
Hornig, Everess P. 42185724 Ty § Mar 1945
Ji lrving (E1) 36119686 8/3gt 6 Mer 1945
MNeder, Louis A, 36078086 . 8/88% & Nor 1345
Fridenstine, Bobers L. 35716451 ‘' Pfo £ ¥er 1945
Jolly, Algie L. 38447070 Pré € Her 1945
FParmer, Justin (W1} 16061747 3/3g% 6 Uar 1345
Bansox, Orval @, 37596933 ' Ple 6 Mar 1943
Odom, Prentiss (WI) 34849393 bad 4 Mar 1943
¥il1lams, Max 2 ] 39293280 o 7 ¥ax 1945
Brink, Rodert C¢ . < 35086685 Pfo T
Henry, Luoious €. 34837953 Ha 8 x
Sulliven, Luthex L. 33667436 Frt 8N
Baughn, Richard O. 38570747 Pré 7 M
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Devis, Rurry R. . 15042910 Pto 4 X
fay, Harry 3, : 33714846 Laad 7
Foster, Bllly J. 38699487 Pto - n
Satak, John 4. 37587332 e a7
ls.lms,’m-agoro Pe 31103223 o

esge, Samuel J. 0 {3

Raney,’ Jook HE: SRt () N
In rd, Rebert T. 37129967 Tec 5 14 Mar 1845
Peaples, Rovert H. 34931093 Fio 15 Nar 1945
¥sloclason, Ralph NeI 31433087 vy 21 Bar 1945
Burtom, Carvel Rl Jr 3590C103 Pyt * 21 Har 1945
Vest, Liowocd I, 33857851 gt 21 Eaxr 1945
Bdenfield, Azmoa L. 42080708 ba s 21 kar 1945
Levohuek, John NI 35659938 basd _ 21 Mar 1945
Rosa, Kerrill Nil Jr 35893614 Pad ' 21 Mar 1945
Monaghan, Edward J. 3297519 o 21 Kar 1945
killa, Olend C, 33905901 He 21 dpr 1945
Lova, Nosh E. 39424123 vt 21 ¥ar 1945
Huntlsy, Charles Q. 34935503 o 23 Nar 1945
Xostyoz, idem ME1 36980202 Ffo 23 ¥ar 1945
Puller, Ricnmond HEI 38591361 fe 23 kar 1945
Brown, Arthur A, 34845313 e 21 Mar 1945
gtroupe, Claude A. 14123472 Padd 21 Har 1945
Howek, Harry NI 363656C4 rio 22 Bar 1945
Brower, Emery Nul 36117665 Ple 24 Mar 1945
Jonker, Eugene G. 36158144 o/ sgt 21 gar 1945
Canuocn, Homer L. 36313688 9/3g% 22 Kar 1945 -
Raywman, Mleserd L. 37110546 3/3gt 22 Har 1945
Underwocd, Floyd L. 37016320 B 22 Mar 1945
Poohter, Rubin HNX. 32174546 ifo 22 dar 1945

Englaka, Irvin A. Jr. 33757191 gt 24 ver 1945
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(1) I10SSES IN ACTIONS

s glyde F. ST. 1 april 1945
Marker, gustave J. 1 April 1945
gongelo, george Me Srs 42122406 pfe 1 April 1946
campas, pony NMI 59241888 pfe 1 ppril 1945
Irwin, Rpobert g. 38700107 pfe 1 April 1045
polsvert, quug"d Je 51376014 ple 1 april 1945
01ponne! Henry T 55041471 pfe 1 ppril 1946
graig, wayne Le 38670560 1 spril 1945
Herdee, gilas ge 54887707 pfe {mu 1945
pelue, John G. 18517944 gsgt April 1945
Harper, Louis ge. 20560402 pfe 1 april 1945
Martina, Jumes NMI B31E5486 pve 1 ppril 1945
passenise, sam He 57626374 pfe 1 april 1945
eipton, Herold e 58502674 plec 1 spril 1945
provato, Joseph e 42175084 pfe 1 gpril 1945
Avils, on MY 58057669 pfe 1 april 1945
yalth, gobert g. . 36078030 pfe 1 ppril 1945
plerce, pert H. 7085674  pVH 1 April 1945
Richeson, James Re 38067447 pfc 1 april 1945
gole, H Ae 54030342 pfe 1 april 1945
partley, e He 57645691 pfo 1 april 1946
Alarie, R Me 51448877 pfeo 1 april 1945
Ledoux, yillie MMX 51454514 pfe 1 april 1945
Revis, Robert A. 54058924 8/36% 1 april 1945
goming, Harry Ne 36212748 t 1 ppril 1945
Hughes, Be 55295458 pfe 1 april 1045
Koske, 1l e 52918788 pfe 1 April 1945
'lf"“. Jesse Be 39509071 y/;;t 1 April 19465
george,; James J. 55171462 agt 1 ppril 1945 -
purfy, pobert we 37656745 gsgt 1 april 1645
Jardot, ralph Je 37746048 pfe 1 aprdl 1946
Mentanes, Gustavo De 39158126 PVt 1 april 1945
‘Halbrook, Ee 54920180 ple 1 april 1945
goutchens; Billy . 37512885 pfe 1 aprdl 1945
yuselle, gavarie J. 59545108 ple 1 april 1945
priscell, 8 Ae 42060557 pfe 1 gpril 1945
P s Ee 4174518 s/s8t 1 april 1945
Meals, Jsmes Es 53433085 ple 1 april 1946
ganterbury, James M. Jr. 057180867 pfc 1 ppril 1045
¥iller, Joe Ds Jre 54878697 pfe 1 april 1945
pecker, genneth g. 36212774 g/sgt 1 pApril 1946
Brinker, pawrence V. 53704007 3/’2& 1 april 1046
Di » Go 35897962 ./‘55' 1 april 1946
pellflower, Te 59419767 ple 1 spril 1945
Reutter, Je 6131246 pfo 1 april 1945
Rowley, He 42120976 pfe 1 Aprdil 1046
supernavage, gdwerd J. 42190128 pvt 1 ppril 1046
paylor, OQmar G. 56037248 pec 5 1 spril 1945
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At 1300 the miesion of both Task Force Richerdson and Task
Force Hogan was changed. Tesk Force Hogen was- ordered to clear
Xothen immediately, and then cend a force west to meet Task Force
Richardson. When the two Tesk Forces met, Task Force Hogan was
to_ocecupy both Kothen end Frenz, Task Force Richardson was fo
pull back and ocoupy defensive positions in the vieinity of the
cross road sast of Flommetz end the Cross Road just north of
Bebiz. From the latter point a etrong battle group was to be
sent north to Bernburg, sce what was there, and if possible, oo-
cupy end secure it. 4t 1615 Task Iorce Richardson and Task Force
Hogan met in the western part of Kothen, and Task Force Richard-
son started to its assigned objective. They resched Bebiz with-
out opposition. The Battle Group sent north ran intc sniper fire
at Unterpeiesen, and had to siert house-clesning sgain., Frogress
wae elow, snd st 2030, the Commanding Officer, Cowbat Coumand,
directed the tank force to button up whers they were, and be pre-
pared to continue at C60C,

During the evening Task Force Hogen wes ordered to semd two
patrols to contact Combat Command "A" in their new position, one
east on Route 2 to Lausigk, then eouth to meet a patrol from Task
Force Orr at Quellendorf; the other south to meet & Task Force
Boles patrol at Badegast. The one to Badegast made contact at
1920, The other cone, however, ran into a roed block covered by
suall arws and pengerfauct fire a2t the railroad underpsss at the
eastern edge of town. 4t the end of the period contect had not
been mede with Combst Commend "A" by this petrol.

At 1020, Combat Command “A" wes ordersd to move to Irossdick
and Arenpdorf, and to send s force to clesr the enemy from the
¥eilendorf end iornetw aree, where enemy susll srus and panger-
feust fire wep haragsing supply and other vehicles moving along
the Divieion Route 3. let Battalion, 36th Armored lafantry Regi-
ment, as part of Tesk ¥orce Orr, wae sent to oceupy Frosedick,
which wae secured by 1200. When Tsgk Force Boles moved to quellen—
dorf, Tesk Force Orr occupied and secured Frossdick, Fernsdorf,
¥eilendorf snd Frassdorf.

24 Battelion, 36th irmored Infantry Regiment, atteached to
Combat Command "B", part cof Task Force Welborn, sent e patrol at
0445, after artillery fire wss lifted, to inveetigate the bridge.
They found the bridge blown, end the site strongly defended. One
company of Infantry, end a compeny of tenks were moved into po-
sition to force a crossing, the infantry going acrose on the
wreckage of the blown bridge, By 2007 one company plus two pla-
toons of the 24 Bettalion hed crossed, and most of the enemy fire
was taken off the site, B5ridging operations were expected 1o
start by 2400. i

During the afterncon the B83d Armored Field artillery Bat-
talion was detacned frow the Combat Command,
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(J) Former and Present Membor: Who Huve Dietinguished
Themselves'in Actioms  (Continued) :

t( ) © nge Ster
Gurley, Jeke Wey 14009096 rfc Bronse Ster
§ Brongze btar

34 AD G0 50

lst Battelion, 36th Armored Infantry Legizment and lsdioal Se#tiom, 3d
Battalion, 36th Armored Infuniry Legiuent were awsrded the Presidentia

Citation iward eg per CGenerel Orders No. 54, duted 30 Aprdl 1945 - 34 .
See attumched copy -

(k) pPmetogrephs: None.
(1) Inclosuress

1. Journel.

2. True Copy, General Orders No, 54, 3¢ Al - dated
30 April 1945.

Cupta, 36th/ida
Adjutant.
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0 _¥aroh 134, TP xicnarason jumped o1f at L7ui on aoute 2
and uL—‘T‘Edvnmad o’ t_zinll;; #1th Ao o.positivn. .aver emall pockets
of resistance wera zet end quickly overcome. :

Jpcn reaching 6683392, heavy resigtance from encuy parzer-
feusta 8nd tanks wes encouniered. Cloe¢ air support Irom dive-
bombers was given and aided the advarce of the column to (6U2415)
Rordborchsn, where st tie close of the yeriod the force Wee eo-
gaged in olearing toe town of very stubborn L& trocps.

7F Hogan continued the advance throughout the night and &t
0345 wae ordered to mova by a lztersl routs to Soute 2 and %o
follow icute 2 to arilon where it would resume the advance on
Route 1, the leit route. ‘he colusn advanced rapidly to Wewer
(666436) where the colusn waa stopzad by punzerfaust end smsll
arss fire, S

In the case of both 77 Richerdson and IF Hozan the resiztance
proved tc be tone strongest that hed bein met on the drive. ‘he
defenders were troops froam an ariy echocl center north of ‘uder-
born, whp were first class 6roo s and who knew how to defend with
whet they had. (he panzerfaust was used effectively as an unil-
pereonnel weepon, ,

‘2d Dbn, 36th irmd In{ Regt, attached to CC B, pasesd through
83d scn 3n et 120C. D44ff resictauce was sacountered in the vi-
cinity of Etteln (710375) end ssmborn (71841C). In tae vieislty -
of Hemoorn the encuy atteoced the center of the column and by
careful chelce of terrcin and lack of arcor in the coluzn, he was
eble to destroy @ larse oucbar of half-track vehiclas. The bat—
tolicn «es dlsorgantzed to a certain extent mad CC 4 sent a force
10 clean out the anezy.

let Bm, 36th .rxd Inf aegt, fouznt .Y trooss eoutn of stteln
and is the 3oddeken Forsst.

zall arme fights contimuad

31 serch 1845: IF Hogan s;
stubborn resistance fros ‘ewer, 1953 tue town wos re orsed

clesred and secured. «esigtance of the saxe type &3 the da; be-
lore mede it en extre.ely diffdcult task to rid tre town of the
enemy.

cut tne night. £

tce entire day in clescing

F Richerdsca also fougat a asutborn ememy sll day., & 233
TP . reported ordborczon pecursd and a force zoved sorth ag far
so the roud at 690425,

2F Hogan sent & szzll force to .elzkotten tc selze tkat place.
By 223C tne force had reached the i mt 63 409 acd recelved paneer-
foust and small aros fire, it wes delayed in moving further by a
burning ensmy vealcle.
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After iotiom Heport, Hg, 4Gth Armd Yed M, pril, 1945(Comt'd
1. Awrdss .
The 45th Amored Ledioal Battuliom was awarded the

MerStorious Servies Usit Plaque for "supecior perfomianse
of duty In sccomplishment of sxoepticmally diffioult tasks

. during the period 30 June 44 %o 50 Septambor #4" p
1, 00 #61, Hq, 3d Amd Div., dated 27 April 1s4S.
PURPLE HEART
Lo Pante, Joseph J. Captain G0 M8 25 April
Zagke, Jolm rte G0 45 10 spril
Ballew, Charles ¥. /sgt. 00 42 2 spril
Sima, Jre, Jom Pyt 0 J42 2 jpril

APPRADIXs  Hoe 1 = Narrative Heport

INCLOSURSS: Goe (1) eapy Umit Jourmal, im CP
six (6) conies - Tng Memo #1, Ha 45th Amd Ked Hn.
Six (6) copies - Kecavitulation of Casualties.
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RESTRICTED
Since tha zote o1 tue Uombal Jomasal crossed toe beundery
the iat Inf biv znd toe 7oth (nf-uiv, toe umpsusl situssion cA
changing from gontrol of oze divieion tv tast of sacicer in tae
midat of the attack gave rise ¢ several .rcolsme, coiefly arcillery
fire, walich had tc be solved.

ot

Tas: Force atchardscn attacked in two columng &t CBUG aad
progress mag zocd, Sy G7CO tha rigat column had sccured Bockexoth
and by GB1C the leit oolumnm was in the southern part of Heuscnen-
dorf,

The right coluan wse held up by direot fire Iros the vielmity
of HZott end the ridge runnirg northwest whiah overlookzed the route
of zdv.noa.

The lgt Iaf Div, in abose 2oue the rosistarce nes locuted, was
requested to assist in reducipz 1t. - Adr wes urzed, bud it waa only
after a more cuvared route of sdvance wes located thst iie advahoe
could proceed, end 1t wes 1330 before Dasbroich wss entered.

Tue lef: coluwn att:cked snd pecured Birlinghoven, and gon-
tinued the advunce to Mleder ilels by 1900, whers the route wss
blocked by & blown bridge et 634416, Plan: were ride tc build o
bridge, bat one compauy ot ‘nfentry fyrosm TP B was ordered to cross
and take Bulmdori,

Jy 2335 the infantry force {row 7F & was in fuiasdorl snd were
receiving inserwlitient artillery and murtsr n.—u. se Tt nouse
type of fightirg meds prosrens alow.

Arown advanced beaind 7§ dictardson by be
ordmod to attock at 220630 Karca 45 mod’ capture lennei., iLajor
Ag'chn was instruetsd to. zove his foree northeast frow .ezbr.icn
and begir ths astack at L6UQ,

Tae 7uth Div hed eocopercied to the ubmo:t with the Cocbut Jome
mand, and due to & sacriage of infsrtry of the OO, the 7otn had .
sent a baitalicn to take the nigh grourd aad vto(_ded ures in to.
vicinity 654, Ihis sssimted saterle.ly ia toe plan for TF Crown
ard sifser 21.0 when s route acrogs tne creex ned been found, ihe
Tasx -orce moved By, 0 the clome of she .eriod pav-cls wers ou
attempting to iccats routes sud unemy resistance.

Ihere wa
srmd Inf Regt.

no change in taius of 1st &rd Zd BRs of the 36

arch 1345: T2 .idchsrdscn corsinued ojerctions in Bulasdort
und TULL that glace mus re.eried secursd. oc O, 364 .raored
lni .egt, procsedod to the east and too. the town of tossdori.

Timo of ettack for 2F Brown wus chunged
zat ccnsiderable difficulty from torraic und the e
moderate opposltion. ©Tns lesdisng clocenis entercd

Tae tanss
7 cifercd
nnef at 1 OC,

= =

RES mhﬁ £D
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be @m&r "5%; Following Uambat Command "5% in 1ta fuht toward the
155ER R1 ik, Compeny "B" aplit its compuny into two sesticms, ons trailing
sam. tagk force. Reslatence was atromg until troopa got aver the river.
imoe poross task forees ocontinued to roll ahiead and by 10 April, Lempany
“B” nad bivousced im NORLHAUSEN. Their principle job hers was 9 tuie cars of
200 emaciated political prisoners in the Infumous Hordhausem Ceonosntration
Camp, Conditioms here were hideous beymd tellial sad many & Americen
soldiers, for the firet time saw revealed the inmhumen svils of Lasisme
Task foroe trsatuest gtetions Baok up tho mareh the next day, trailing
charging tanks through SANGREAUSAN, SISLRERN, adrosa the SAALE RIVER,
eveabually resching TURNAY on 14 Aprile
(1) % Armored Diviasiom forves had outdistanced mpporting
9th Vivisiem Infantry, stretched its supply llnes to a thin elesstie,
and finally wers held up by the KULDE RIVER.





index-53_1.jpg
Fierce fighting in DESSAU. Last

resistance west of Mulde clegred
22-23 April 45 Secured bridgehead
over Mulde River.

F 15 April 45
DESSAU

Captured Bernburg 16/April 45————""
and Aken 17 April 45

KOTHEN captured

14 April 45 Drove to MULDE RIVER after

taking Bobbau-Steinfurth
and Wolfen.
18-20 April 45

JESPNITZ

JESSNITZ cleared of enemy
21 April 45

WOLFEN (Agfa Film'Factory)
captured. 20 April 45
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTAY REGIMENT
“Spedrhead Doughboys”

J NORMANDY g NORTHEIN FRANCE s ARDENNES sk GMNELAND o CETRAL GERAANY

Date:

4-2-45

4-3-45

Hogzn left a small blociins force or the main road
at the northeast edge of Yewer ond euother small

. infontrr force at 658446 in position to fire on the

Salzlotten-Paderborn road. Salzkotten was secured
during the day and patrol comtact maintained with
TF Boles at 671442, The combat command OP moved
to Nordborchen (683417) at 0500 hours.

The 1st Bn 36th AIR attached to OCA as part of 2P
Boles, attacked through TF Richardson at Nordborchen
at 0626 and advanced morth to Paderborn. Dug-in
enemy tanks, enti-tomk fire and smell arms fire
were encountersd, but they procceded across the
railrosd and helped clear and securc their ssctor.

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR attached o OCB as part of TF
Welborn, ettacked Paderborn in the northeast part
of the town and helped clear this secter.

TF Richardson moved into Alfen at 1000 and contimued
o secure the town of Kirkborchen and Alfen and main-
tain patrol conmtacts with TF Boles on the morth, 83rd
AFA Bn on the east, and both forces of TF Hogan, Som
prisoners of War were brought in. TF Hogan continued
to secure Salgkotben and iewer and maintained con-
tact by patrols with TF Boles to the east and TF
Richardson. During the night 1-2 April, the route
of TF Boles' patrol was cut by ememy infiltration

on the road, vicinity 660450, and at 0730 a force
from TF Hogan moved out to sweep this area and the
soods, vieinity 658453. The enemy forces had mith-
drawn, and no contact was made. Beginning at 2000
elements of TF Hogan in Salgkotien were being con-
tacted b~ patrols from the 2nd Bn 16th Inf in Geache,

The lst Bn 36th ATR remained attached to COA as part
of TF Boles, and continued to secure the western par’
of Paderborn and maintain patrol contact with COB ent
CCR.. 7

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR as part of TF Welborn (CCB) con-
tinued to secure the northeast part of Paderborn and
conducted security patrols.

OCR continued to defend, patrol mad naintain road
blocks throughout the period. TP Hogan sent a patrol
north from Salgkotten which made conbact with ele-
ments of the 8th Armd Div at 537432 at 1555. Another
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' - THIRTY.SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
* Spearhead Doughboys™

Jk NORMANDY o NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ ARDENNES ok RMINELAND Jr CENTRAL GERMANY

Date:
off at 0700. East of Fordhausen 35 Troops with
panzerfaust were encountered, Br 1C10 the enemy
bad been reduced and I¥ Richardson was moving again.
Progress was uninterrupted until 1212 wher bad roads
slowed them dovm, At 153C they were held up by enemy
between Weetelrode and Gonna, Two tanks, or AT guns,
were reported and air support was requested. One of
the guns was destroyed and the oth.r capiured intact.
A PW reported a large concentration of tanks at Fippr .
Br 1725 T2 Richardson was in the Gonma-Obersdorf am a.
The towns were occupied and secured. TF Hogan crossed
the ID at C744 and by 1318 was to Leinungen. At 1530
they were held up b a Toad block at the western edge
of Blankenhein. Airplanes straffed the road block and
by 1600 they were in the town where ther bivouaced T
the night. The Ren drew fire when thev attempted to
g0 beyond the city. By 1835 the woods in the vicinity
of Eanseloh and Blankenheim had b-en clearsd and the
CC Cp moved into town for the night.

Qo A 83rd Ecn Bn attached for operations, suffered
heavy casualties. 3 Half-tracks, 2 ermored cars and
2 1-4 tons wers lost. 35 men wers roported missing,
including the platoon leader, but most of these showed
up later. The Company reported back to Battalion contra:
at 1900. TP Richardson moved up to the woods and cro: s-
“‘rosd vicinity 529325 at 2000. Dismounted personnel
. With pangerfausts were encountered, but the- were

® bésten off, and TF Richardson started patrols in its
area. At 2210 the CO, COR, sent the following messagt
to TF Richardson: "Be prepared to attack with Inf
at 0400 14 Apr 45 to gecure town of Annareds, 545345,
and continue attack with tanks at 0%0G. This will -
be confirmed as soon as definite.y During the eve-
ning, orders came from the CG, 3rd Armd Div, for re—
suming the attack the following day to advance and
secure bridgeheads ever the River Elbe,

The lst Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles of CCA, after being re-
lieved from previous positions, followed CCR om route
1 and occupied and secured the CC objective by 2050.

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR, TP Welborn (CCB), attacked at
0700 and advanced rapidly on Route 3 without encount-
ering resistance until reaching coordinates 520250
where panzerfaust fire was encounterel. AT fire from
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Appendix Ho. 1 %0 Aftor Astiom Keport, 4, 45th Arsd ked ie, APO 263,
U3 Ammy, April, 1346, (Camb'd),

(5) Campany "C" supported this typs of wrfare by attachizg a
troatnent section with eaeh task fordee On 15 April thers was me ohange
in looatiams om 18 April one :e0tio had been sstablished at PREUSSLI 2Zs
om 17 April it moved agaim to TORKAU to support abiacke toward HSREBURG
and Z0TiENe On the 13th ome tesk Toroe attaoked toward AKIN followsd by
the 2ad seetiom of Company "¢ roving from EOTISN to Z0HBIG, thomee %o
SCHEUTIR ém the 20th, where it was joined by the rest of the company @
tho 23rd and revaiued until the 26th. Caguslties uring the operavicns
from 13 ipril to 23 April totaled 469 imsrismm, s fizure which shows
how heavy the resistssee and how diffieult the problems of evacustien
for a trip to the nearost hospitsl mesnt 200 = 400 miles of steady
travelinge

4. i end g Company moved with Ulvision Irsing sud continued to
operate ths Division Reat Cemter. ITransportaticn of remainisg csses
weg affected by making double trips between statioase Ihe Ratim sad
the Fusl snd Lubrioaat seotion worked dsy snd aizht T¢ keep the mecical
companies supplieds At NORUGAUSEN a Medival Offlaer asd techniclans were
sent to oare for the overrum omoemtratiom Camp.

5. By 23 ipril after D1 deys in the coubat sone snd 319 days in
' contaot with the emexy the eatire Uivielcn had been relieved from combat
a4 wors assemblizg {n new bivouas arcas. All companiss of this battalion
retumed to sontrel of this hewdquarbers end & period of maintenance,
rehabilitation end trainisg based on Uperatiocas Heworsndum Ne, 48, i,
34 Amd U1y, was begun. A training program was published emphasising
rehabllitation, physical fitness, and orientatlome. (Jee Inel #1).

8+ DLagplte the hardships of ometant movememt, the hasards of travelliag
through partially oleared areas, the logistical headashes over fast di=
minlohing supplies, the medionl campanies maintained their usual effisleat
evacuntion missione The average distance fram aid stations varied from
© to 6 niless

7e Thers were ssveral acditiomal probiems om this drive whish cmused

needless vork, waste of time and camplication of duties.
%+ Sie dists-ce to Fleld fospitals and Svacuation Hospltels vas

overly lenge For most of the peried from 28 March te 25 April,gho axis
of svasustion ranged fram 55 to 180 niles in ane direotiom. in some
eases, Fiold Hospitals refused to accept oasualties inoluding mame-trwnaporte
able aas Thus, not oaly ws our evacuation slowed dowa but wm agcumilstias
of patiente seriously sifected our support of aivamoing troops as we were
foraed to use our ow transportation.

SESERT
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Date:

4-4-45

4-5-45

XTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIAENT
“Sprarhead Donghboys™

J NORTHERN FRANCE Jp ARDENNES ¢ RHNELAND  Jr CENTRAL GERMANY

patrol was sent to Upspringe during the day, without
opposition. TF Richardson continued to patrol and
defend throughout the day end night. Some Prisoners
of war were brought in.

The lst Bn 36th ATR remained attached to CCA 2s port
of TF Boles, and sent patrols to Deldruck to contact
the 8th Armd Div. Patrols were maintained through-
out the period.

The 2nd Battalion 36th AIR remained attached to OB’
as part of TF Welborn, and continued to potrol and
defend its sector.

T® Hogan continued its patrols and the security of
its position throughout the day end nigat. Ab about
0700 TF Richardson Sent a battle group of one tank
company and one infantry company to rclicve elements
of TF Lovelady with the mission of securing Lichteneu.
At 1210 the tovm was cleared and secur: The battle
group remained-in town, securing it. Another force
L obieane i b e s T B e S
boddeken, Other elements remained in place and se-
cured and patrolled their sector throughout the
period. .

The 1st Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles of OCA, remsined in
position securing its assigned sector in Paderborn
snd doing maintenance on vehicles and weapons.

The 2nd Bn 56th AIR, TP Welborn of CCB, moved at 20C0
to Hertram {8142) and secured it ageinst very light
resistance-.

At 0815 the CO went to Division to get plan of
attack and at 0900 had a meeting of the TF Comdrs,
The division plan placed CCA and CCB in the assault,
with OCR in Division Reserve. The Division was to
jump off at 1200 hours, CCA A was in two colums
on the left, and CCB in two columms on the right of
the Division zone. CCR was to follow TF Hogan om
Route 2 and TP Richardson on Route 3. CCR's CP was
to follow TP Hogan on Route 2. That portion of TF
Richardson which was in Lichtenau, was to move di-
rectly from there and join the columm on Route 3,
vhile the force at Alfen was %o move to the soulh-
east, leaving the esst road to TF Hogm. TF ogen
was to move via Alfen end Nordvorchen and stay off
‘the Eirchborchen road. The Combat Cormand, CC2, was
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LIVING CONDITIONS IN TUNNELS OF DORA
FROM AUGUST 1943 UNTIL MARGH 1944
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30. Suddenly ordered to return to Belgium to halt German
Ardennes offensive. 18 December.

31. Fought over a very wide front (from Manhay to Marche),
beating down numerous enemy attacks and halting the
German advance. 19-29 December.

32. Launched attack against German salient (Bulge) in snow and
mist north of Lierneux. Gains of 1000 yards a day made
against fanatical enemy resistance in most severe winter
weather. Attack continued until relieved at Gouvy, near the
Luxembourg border. 3-25 January.

33. Returned to old battle grounds invicinity of Stolberg, Germany,
and prepared for attack across Roer River, 8 February. At-
tack delayed due to swollen waters of Roer, caused by
enemy's blowing dam. 9-25 February.

34. Crossed Roer River and attacked well dug-in enemy on
Cologne Plain. 26-27 February.

35. Forged across difficult Erft Canal in surprise attack and
established a bridgehead. 27 February.

36. Assaulted Cologne and completed its capture by reaching
the Rhine River. 5-6 March.

37. Crossed-Rhine River in Remagen bridgehead area at Honnef
and attacked north, assisting in clearing enemy from area
south of Sieg River. 20-22 March.

38. Pre-dawn attack pushed off in vicinity of Asbach which
surprised enemy. After two days of relentless fighting,
enemy positions crumbled and a breakthrough was achieved.
24-26 March.

39. Hachenburg captured and bridges on Dill River at Herborn
seized. 27 March.
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NATIONAL PERSCNMNEL RECORDS CENTER A

November 12, 2014

DOUGLAS HACKNLEY
14781 MCMORIAL DR 2336
HOUSTON, TX 77079

RE: Veteran’s Name: STRICKLAND, Zine L
SSN/SN: 38 443 947
Request Number: 2-11871160364

Dear Recipient:

Thank you for contacting the National Personnel Records Center. The record needed to answer
your inquiry s not in our files. 1f the record were here on July 12, 1973, it would have been in
the arca that suffered the most damage in the fire on that date and may have been destroyed. The
fire destroyed the major portion of records of Army military personnel for the period 1912
through 1959, and records of Air Force personnel with sumames Hubbard through Z for the
period 1947 through 1963. Complete personnel/medical records cannat be reconstructed.

We would normally utilize alternate record sources and provide an NA Form 13038,
Certification of Military Service, 1o verify military service: however, the separation document
provided with your enclosures contains more information than we arc able to reconstruet. We
have made copies of all the documents provided and they will be maintained on file.

If you have questions or comments regarding this response, you may contact us at 314-801-0800
or by mail at the address shown in the letterhead above. 1f you contact us, please reference the
Request Number listed above. If you are a veteran, or a deceased veteran’s next of kin, please
consider submitting your future requests online by visiting us at http:/vetrecs.archives.gov.

Sincerel [
i O _ We Value Our

J%' L. WISE £ z Veterans' Privacy
Ardhives Technician (AFN-MC2E) Q Lets Voo e Bene

Jiited to protect .
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(g) Battles -
1 Baroh 19451

COKRPCEITICN CF TRCGFS

TASK POHCE HOGAN TASE PORCS RICHANDSCHE
34 Bn, 334 arad Regt (- 1 Plt) 38 Bn, 324 Arad Regt (- 1 :1t)
54 Ba, 36th Arsd Inf Regt (- Co §) 3d Bn, 13th Ini Regt

54 Plt, Co , 234 armd Engr Bn ist Plt, Co C, 23d Armd Engr G
54 Plt, Ce C, 703d 0 3n 24 Fl%, Co G, 703d T Bn

PASE FUHCE THCHAS

Co G, 36tk Arzd Inf Hegt

Co C, 703d T Ba (-3 :lts)

Ce C, 23d Armd Kngr Bn (-2 Plte)

2d Flt, Co €, 33d Arad Regt éLt Tani
3¢ 216, Co I, 32d Armd Hegt (ied Jasks

Ths beginning of the pariod found Iusk Foroe logan, with Task
Force Thosmep attached, engagsd with the ememy east of the Irft
Canal beyond Gleamch. The first crossing of the Erft had baen made
on the night of 27 February 1945, and 26 Feb had besn gpent in
enlarging the bridgehesd and buildimg = bridge.

Task Force Hogen bridge at 200645 was completed =t ¢10055
¥erch and progress wus continued in expanding the bridgehesd.
Intermittent mortar, artillery, and samll srzs fire fell on thls
bridge site and on ihe front iine throughsut toe duy.

At 1200 hours the esst sbutmeat of the Clsach bridge col
lapsed end repair work was started ot 1340 nours. It wus esii-
mated that tae bridge would be ready for uase by 24CC hours,

TF Richsrdeon, composition me shewn sbove, had secursd a
shallow bridgehead over tna irft Canal in the vicinity of Paffen-
dorf on the night of 27 Feb., ixpansicn of the bridgehesd took
pleoce on 28 Ped znd was contirued on 1 Verch. 7The bridge was coo-
pleted on 28 Yeb 1n time to meet a serious enemy countersttsck
and was in use om 1 Xurch.

An snti-tenk diteh at 221633 proved to be quite sn odstaole
to TF Richardaon, but by 0220 it had been crosaed and & strong
position wis held in the vicinity of 223645. Snemy oppesiticn
oconpisted of hesvy mortar and artlllery fire during the day to-
gether witn small erzs fire. Enemy patrols wers eacountered
during the morning, Two snemy tanis wers deatroyed by alr su,port
at Cas0.

The 395th Regiczental Cozbut Tesm, 99th Division, attacked
tarough [ Riechardson’'s pouiticn at 03C0 with the micaicn of ex-
punding tne bridgensad to tre south.

e

RESTHETED
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brtad 323 R Lot Lo 0l Sl B
Stanford, Herber W., Pvt.
Strickland, Edgar F. Jr., T|Sgt.
Strickland, Zine L, T|5
Sutherland, Howard A., Pvt.
Swiner, Frank J., T{5 &

Qsvle . Michel. “TI5
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J NORMANDY
Date:

5-1-45
to
5-31-45

THIRTY-SIXTH ARAORED INFANTRY REOIMENT
~Spearbead Deughbays™

Jr NORINERM FRANCE Jr ARDENNES o RMINGLAND o CENTRAL OERMANY

quarters and Service Company vicinity Greussen,
1st Battalion in the vicinity of Teissensee, 2nd
Bn vicinity Kolleda, and 3rd Bn vicinity of Gross-
enehrich.

At the end of the period the companies were paid
off, began anew on their maintenance and cXean-up
and prepared to start on a training and recreation
schedule on the lst od May.

At the beginning of the period all units of the
36th Armored Infentry Regiment were directly under
Regimental control, beinc billeted in seve-zl towms
in assembly areas almost in the heart of Germeny,
imediately south and southeast of Sangerhsuscam.
Regimental CP was in Gremssen, lst Bn CP in Jeis-
senes, 2nd Bn OP in Kolleda and 3rd Bu Cp In Gross-
enehrich. Hg Co and Service Co were in Greussen.

Recreation, maintenance of vehicles and weapons,
and clean up in general were carried on for the
first several days of May. On 2 Moy 45 the lst
Bn was presented a Presidential Citation by the
Division Commander for outstanding perZormances
of duty in action againset the enemy in Germany
during period 12th to 22nd of September 1944.
At the same time the 3rd Bn led Section was
presented a similar citation by the Division
Commander for cutstanding performance of duty
in actien in Germamr during the period from 17
%o 21 September 1944.

On 8 May 1945.a Regimental Parade was hel: on the
parade field in the vicinity of Weisecnsee, in

_which all unils of the Regiment took part, Present

for the parade was Colonel John Smith, Chief of
Staff of the Division. Eey the 8th was announced
as official V-E day.

On 11 May 1945 the 7th Corps Com:nander spoke to all
the Regiment on the Parade Ground near Gunstedt. He
told the Regimsnt that the Division was beirgz trans-
ferred to the 19th Corps and in his speech he landed
the deeds of the Division, as being among the best
Divisions .in the present conflict.

On May 12th the Regiment moved to new bivouac area
in vicinity of Prankfurt-on-Hain, The Beginental
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ZThe Combat Commsnd wss sttached to the lat Ind Uiv efifective
&t 1435 and bsges movezent 10 25 eseenbly srea ia the vielnizy of
Ilivler,” Germany. The loet elements of ths CC closed 1n ihe srea
Bt 2330, lae compoglilon for the Cexbet Cozmend was nes as Lollows:

AL:CN LOViLADS

3d Bn, 324 armd Hegt 2d an, 33d Arud aegt
34 Bn, 13th Inf Regt 33 Bn, 36th . red im3 Regt

1st :1t, Co ¢, 234 ired Engr 2o 1ty Co 3, T03d T Do
24 ity Co G, 7034 TO E2 %, Co 3, 234 APaa LLEr 3a

€C_CONTAOL b p
e G, 7u38 T fn {~3 plts) e

2 md Bngr 2n (-2 plta) b
Bet, Cc B, Nalnt Zn i

The 3d Bn, 34tk armd Ilnf Begt, nod bex Tslievod froo 7F logan
in tize to jois TF Zovelsdy et :ulhelr. The 24 En, 13th iaf kegt,
way relieved from sttachment ,rior to departure and reverted to
reglzental control, 13tz In! degt.

The Stouwisls arva provic‘uuly osenplied by tue Combat Comawnd,
wes tazen ever by CC B.

On srriving at liblar, the Conbat Cousend bocawe the reserve
¢f $he lst Inf [iv and wap %o ba used 4o exploit e bridgeheud ic
the event taat tha bridgs over itne auine Wiver at lionn wWes cap-
tured. the Combat Coammend wee pmt on 8 two hour slert by the lst
Int Div.

The lst Bn, 36th arsd lc! segt, attached tc IC 4, acd 24 Bm,
36th srmd Inf 2egt, atsacted to GU B, rezaimed in ,oailticn ia
Colegne, geouring tne west bank I the shine River.

© deren 1945: A% U720 e report irex Egq lst Inl Liv w s re-
ceived tc the siisct thamt the bridge at fonn had two suens de-
siroyed, In view of this irforwsiion, the Coubat Uomman: wes
token ©ff the slert zpnc & jericd of renabilitaticn, treicizg and
miintenante began,

There w=s no change lu the atdscaiment and dig, oeltlenn cf tue
lst and 2d 3ns of the 5.ty rad lel dect. lhay recuiied in the
cologne sres, sitacned 10 JC A and O 3 rospectivaly,

= 1C Zarcn-16 Marcn 1945: The Coubut Jowmi 1 resalned in the
Iibler mrea, aeansbilitation, maintepacce, and treslrlog were cob-
ducted taroughcut the perioed .{ farcn %o 1K arch 1%45. The CC

wzp relieved from attacnment o les Iuf Iiv 1718CC sarch 194h and
reverted to cumtrol of Third armorad Jivisicn.

¢a 18 #ares 1945, CC A and o0 3 wero rsileved in Jologne by
elements cf The 1G4th Inf Civ. The lst I wad 2d .a, 36%h arud
int degt, reseined attughed to € A ani <0 D res;ectively .od
moved to the vicinity of Urual-spd-Baensz, Serduny.
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Date:

4-12-45

the 3rd Bn 414th Inf renained at Osterhagen.

| =

THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
“Spearkead Doughboys™

Jc MORTHERN FRANCE g ARDINNES o RMINELAND v CENTRAL GERRANY

tank and small arms fire. They cclled for air
support. By 1000 they were traveling again and
at 1115 were at Tetienborn where the- met no re-
sistance, The CC Cp moved forward to ‘etterborn at
1310, Enemy tanks, short of Neuhof, abou* 120C, stopp—
ed the advence of TF Ricnardson. Air was again asked
for.  Knocking out an ememy SP gun axd losing one
‘tank, they occupied Newhof. In the afternoon, orders
for the attack for the next day were received, Com-
bat Command R in the left (morth) flank. it 1535
Co D 83rd Hen Bn reverted to Bn control, For_ the
next day's Operation CCR was to get another Ren
Co, The lst En 313th Inf, relieved TF Richardson ‘
late in the evening and T# Richardson moved to:a ‘
forward assembly area at Guedersleben, snd TF Hogan
moved to_a forward assembly area at Epchstedti while |
'he
Combat Cozmand CP moved forward to an assembly area
at Gunzerodes at 2000. For the attack the next dav,
the 3rd Bn 47th Inf was attached to TT Hogan and
Jjoined at Gunzerode. The 83rd AFA Bn was attached
to CCR and placed in direct support of TF Hogan.

The 1st Bn 36th AR, part of TF Boles CCA, Tesumed
‘the attack against Hergburg at firat light egainst ‘
strong opposition of tanks, 3P fire and small arms
fire, The TF contimmed to push against strong oppo-

sition throughout the day and affer entering the
town, a strong ememy road block hod to be Temoved
before the town fell. By 2300 Hergburg was secure
and_arrangements were completed for the relief of
TP Boles br clements of the 104th Inf Div at first
light 12 Apr 45.

The 2nd Pn 36th AIR, CCB, and part of TF Yelborn,
resumed the attack east at 0530 to seize Nordhausen.
By 0650 elements were in the northwest edge of town
and by 1135 the north part of the town was_seoured.
CCB was relieved in Nordhausen bv the 3vd Bn 415th
Inf at the close of the period.

TF Hogan was delayed in jumping off in the attack due
to the fact that the 3rd Bn 47th Inf reported to them
the night before wntil after dark, and the breakdown
of men to tanks was not completed in time, Eowever,

TF Hogan crossed the LD at 0744. TF Richardson jumpad
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anti-tank fire and other enemy sctivity from west of Hevensen,
Task Porce Richardson ran into some §5 troops with panzerfesusts at
Harst, later they spotted 5 more tanks, one of which they knocked
out, In all, 9 Tiger tanks were reported in the woods just south-
west of Parensen, and these held Task Force Hichardson up until
1600 hours or thereabouts. The 83d Reconnaissance .Battalion carlior
reported that Iutterhausen was clear of any enemy.

Task Force Hogen was at Hettenzen at 0730 hours after having
cleared Eberhsn, at 0635, By 0930 hours they were on the objective
(Hardegsen), At Hettensen 22 Frisoners were teken.

Combat Command CP moved into Hardegsen at 1100 hours. At 1440
hours The Commanding Genersl, 34 Armored Division, visited the CP,
4 new objective was assigned Task Force Hogen., Tesk Force Hogan
wse to move over Koute 1 immedietely, and teke and secure Northeim.
Enough force would be left in Hardegsen to secure it, 1430 hours
the 83d Reconnesigsance Battalion was up to the Leine River west of
Northeim, They reported the bridge intact but it had been mined for
qemolition, YAt 1525 hours the 833 Reconn:issance Battalion reported
an enemy column of vehicles bumper to bumper, going into Northeim
from the northwest. Air wae ssked for. .t 1615 hours Task Force
Hogen was at Blankenhoven and had met nc resistance. Vhen they
reached the Leine River the bridge had been blown. A new plan was
put into operastion. Task Force Richardescn was pulled out of Harst,
leaving that sector to Combat Command "B", which had come up along
both flanks., Task Force Richardson was re-routed over Routss 1 and
2 sgain, in order to by-pess the enemy tanks. The head of the col-
umn reached lardegsen at 1730 hours and proceeded on, Combat Com—
mand CP followed Tesk Force Richerdson on Routes 1 and 2, When Task
Porce Hogan found the bridge destroyed across the Leine, the 83d
Reconnaissance Battelion went south to lock for another passage. A
bridge wes found intect between Hillerde and Sudheim, Task Foree
Hogan sent his infaniry scross the stream dismounted, took his armor
down vie the newly discovered bridge, orossed the river, turned
north egein and entered the town ¢f Northeim from the soutawest. By
midnight the tanks and infentry had joined end half the town wae
secure,

Tagk Force Richardson crossed the river via the same bridge,
captured Sudheim after e fierce fight end proceeded east. They were
held up by & rosd block at 585639, but cleared it and at the end of
the period were 600 yerds west of Suterde, At the end of the period
the Combat Commsnd CP wee etill moving toward a new CP location in
Sudheim,

The 1st Battzlion, 36th Armored Infentry Kegiment, attached to
Combat Command "A", as part of Task Force Boles, crossed the
River at Beverungen veginning at 1540 hours and proceeded to
Vernawahlshousen. '

The 24 Bsttslion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, as part of
<=
SECREZ
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2d Bettalion and 33 Battelion, 36ti Armored Infantry Regi:
ment, remeined in their :ector, and proceceded with clean-up, re-
ecreetion and maintenance.

H Company, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, was relieved at
Aken during the day, and joined the 3d Battalion in their accembly
area,

26 - EO April ;incl[ 1945: On the 26th April, the lst Bat-
taliom, TUO T entry Regimeni, woved into ite assigned
bivouac ares, vicinity Wippra, and began uaintenance, clean-up,
and recreation. The 2d and 3d Battalions continued with nainten-
ance and recreation, through 28 April 1945. On 29 April 1945,
the Regiment moved south to new assembly areas with Headquarters
and Service Coupany vicinity Greussen, lst Battalion vicimity
Weicsenses, 2d battalion vicinity Kolleds, and 3d Battallion vi-
cinity Groesenenrich,

4t the end of the jeriod the companies were paid off, begen
anew on taeir meintenance anc clesn-uj, and Lreared to siart on
a training and recreetion schedule on the lst of Kay.

(n) Commending Uificers in Importent Engsgeouments:

361. Armored Infentry hegiuent - Col K L Howze
1st Battalion, 36th Armd Inf Regt - 1t Col ¥ R Orr
2d Battalion, 3(th Armd Inf Hegt - It Col T J Noren
3d Battalion, 36tu Arud Inf Regt - ¥aj R E Chaney

(1) Changee in Coumand:
Lt Col T, J. Moran comugnded telion from 1 - 13 April 1945,

Kejor Ronald J. Feshek conuanded 2d Bn from 14~ 17 April 1945.
Capt Harvey K. Bubenger comumanded 2d Bn  from 18- 3¢ April 1945,

Kajor Robert E. Chaney coumwanded 3da Bn  from 1- 14 April 1945.
Mejor Gordon F. Thouae commanded 3d Bn  from 15- 30 April 1945.
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which was reached at 1900 b~ both for - It re-
quired considsrable time to_clean out Herzien, and
they then proceeded toward Lausigk. On the way they
hit some mines. Dausigk was butioned up at 2200.
Many prisoners of war were taken.

4t 1500 TF Orr was ordered to send the lst 3n 36th
ATR, with Go 4 83rd Ren Bn to sweep the roods west
of route 3 in the Haideourg Forest. 4t 1730 they
jumped off. The Infantry had vory little trouble,
tut the 85rd met automatic weapons and panzerfavsis.
At the close of the period, they were still engaged
in their miseion.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, part of TF Welborn, continued

* mopping-up operations morth of Gridline 60. Ther held

their bridgehead over the Mulde River and contimued
btridgeing operations in the vicinity of 134653. Con-
atTucted was impeded b difficult terrain at the

. southern aporogch and haraseing enemr artillery fire.
| At the close of the period the bridgeing was still

going on, -and the' Infantry were holding in their po-
sitiens astride the Autobahn east of the river cross—
ing west of Kleutsch. 4

During the day the 991st Fi Bn which had been giving
CCR supporting fire under division control, were
given other missions and moved from the Combat Commond
area. =

For the 17tk ipril fhe miasion originally was as
follows: TF Richardson leave one company in Bern~
Yurg and send the remainder on a "clean up" route,
vig: Mukrene-Bebitz-Leau~PlomnitzyVaalberge-Drubard-
Klien Paschlsben-Drosa-¥ulfen-iichsln-Haxdorf-Fr
Paschleben, TF Hogan send a "Clean up” force to
Porst-Sibbendorf-Osternienburg-irebbichesu-iken
(Leave a force at the river )-kl. Zerbst-Elsnigk-
Wurflau-Zehringer-Forst. At 0700 TF Eogan moved

eut and hit a road block and some mines at Porst.

By 0930 the town was cleared, and the engineers
moved in to cleéar the rosd block and mines. At
Porst the_group divided with one force going to
Aken via Sibbeldorf-Osternienburg-‘rebbicheau—
Nicheln-Fuflen-Drosa-Kl. Paschleben-Trimun-Gr.
Paschleben, and the other, the original route as
planned. By 1348 one column was in Sibbelsdorf, and
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tinue the attack st U600 hours, seize and secure the metwork of
roads in the vicinity of Tettenborn and lieuhof (Task Force Richard-
son), and Bartclfelde and Usterhagen (Task Force Hogan). The 54th
Armored Field Artillery Battalion was to be in general support and
be prepared to displace forward to Limlingerode. Compan; B. 834
Armored Reconnaiseance Battalion, was to revert to Battelion control
upon the occupation of the objectives by the Combat Command., At
2220 hours the engineers reported the bridge in Brochthausen would
be ready for treffic in 15 minutes. Several vehicles of the Combat
Commend bogged down and got stuck on the cross country by-psss.

Nost of them were pulled out but some few coiled for the night there,
and planned to move at first light,

Tne 1lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, attached to
Combat Commend "A" as part of Tagk Force Boles, followed the advance
on Route 1, protecting the north flemk. At 1900 hours the Task
Force was ordered to seige and eecure Osterode and Herzberg, At the
close of the period they were moving ferwsrd on their mission,

The 24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infentry Kegiment, part of Task
Force Welborn, continued clearing the road blocks on both sides o
the bridge at 518388. At 0730 houre the advance was resumed. They
were delayed for a short time by a blown bridge at 693326, but soon
resumed the march and at 1230 hours entered Duderstedt, which had
been cleared on 9 April by elemente of the 2d Infantry Diviseion. 4t
1500 hours they encountered enemy infantry and an SP gun in violnity
890276, Thie resistance was quickly overcome and the advance cob~
tinued to Epschenrcde where stubborn resistance by enemy infantry
end pangzerfaust wen halted the column, Large numbers of snipers
halted end delayed the clearing of the town, but by 1845 all resis
tance was overcome and numerous Priscners of War taken, At the close
of the period they were at K1, Werther (085250), prepared to continue
the advance to the east,

1l aApril 1 1+ At 060C hours Task Force Hoger jumped off in the
attack on Hout 600 yerds from Bockelnhagen. They met smell arams
fire, which # shortly wiped out. About 800 yards further in the
woods they were delayed again by small arme and machine gun fire.
Clearing this, they proceeded about 800 yerds and met smsll arms and
direct fire from either an SF gun or tank., Air wes celled for and
at 0915 hours eleuents of the task force entered Bartofelde. By e
little after 1200 bours the town wes sscured, By 1300 hours Oster-
hagen was also buttoned up.

Task Force Richerdecn moved at 0600 and met no resistance until
they resched Iimlingerode, at 0930. There they met tenk znd small
arms fire. They called for air. By 1000 they were traveling again
and at 1115 hours were at Tettenborn where they met no resistance,
The Combat Command CF moved forward to Tetterborn at 1310 hours.
Lnemy tanke, short of Neuhof, about 1200, stopped the advance of

- 10 -
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Tagk Force Welborn, moved on Route 3. They encountered du
fantry and tanks neer Herst. With the eid of air, called gur by
Task Force Kichardson, and & maneuver by Task Force Lovelady, they
were able to advence to the stream crossing at 518388, Here the
bridge was covered by a strongly defended road block at each end.
At the close of the period they were still engsged with the enemy
there.

10 April 1945: On sccount of their forces being scattered,
having engaged most of the previous night, the atteck did not
Jump off at 0600. Tesk Force Hogan started moving at 0800 after
clearing debrie and ‘rubble from the route and at 0825 ran imto a
road block just outside of the city., Just north of Bilshsusen, they
encountered & fire fight, and shot wy two buildimgs. A% 1240 they
spotted three enemy tenks in the woods NE of Gieboldehausen and were
told that 5 enemy tanks left the city about 1100 hours. Air was re-
guested, which came and knocked out 3 tenks and reported ing 10
more, lore air support was requested, At 1340 houre a FW stated
that 13 artillery pieces were located in the woods along the road
between Ostermunde and Herzburg, One enemy Lark IV tank and 2 large
planes were destroyed at 147121. At 142513 Task Force Hogan put in-
fantry in the woods BE of Gieboldehausen and started trying to work
up the hesvier equipment. By 1530 lesding elements were in the for-
ward edge of the woode northeast of Gieboldehsusen and had encounter-
ed about 50 infentry, 3 helf-tracke and some tenke, Pushing shead,
they found one Tiger Tauk abandoned at Poehlde., Twe tanks were
destroyed and some Frigoners of War were taken, and at 1855 Task
¥orce Hogan was 1800 yards south of Scherzfeld, where they ran into
felled trees, craters and debris. At Silkerode and Bockelmhagen
eneny infantry were met and cleared out. Both towns were occupied
end secured for the night, by 2135. The 83d Fleld Artillery Battalion
wae detscied frou Combaet Commend "R" and atteched to Combat Command
"AY,

Tesk Force Richardson started moving at (715 hours and moved
along well until they reached a road block on the western edge of
Gieboldenausen. 4t 1240 they were still held up by the road block
and some enenmy tenks north of the town, Finally, shaking loose, they
were stopped agein at Rudershaven by SP guns., Knocking out the re-
sistence, they moved forwerd until 1815 when a bridge was blown in
front cf them on the rouie between Rudershaven and Hilkerode. They
reeennoitered for another route to by-pass the bridge waile the en-
gineers started to build & bridge. .Going cross country to Hilkerode
they hit the route agein end at 2331 hours had occupied and secured
Zwinge for the night,

Combat Command Ui moved benind Task Force Richardcon most of
the way and at 2000 houre clesed into bivouac st Brochthausen.

At 2250 houre the Commending Cificer issued the crder for the
ettack for the next dsy. Friefly, the Combat Command was to con—
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to repel enemy counterattack which attempted to
drive a wedge from Mortain to Avranches, thus
threatening Allied exploitation in Brittany. 7 August.

11. Began closure of Falaise-Argentan Gap, 13 August,
near les Chapelles.

12. La Fresny de Sauvage: made physical contact with
British, officially closing Falaise-Argentan Gap,
following several days of bitter fighting. 1020 hours,
18 August.

13. Tilly: crossed Seine River after exhilerating dash .

across France at speed unheard of, even during
maneuvers. 25 August.

14. Marne River: crossed without bloodshed, contrary
to its history -during the first World War.
27 August.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

Soissons: liberated by Task Forces Roysdon and
Lovelady against determined enemy resistance. Site
of initial committment of First Infantry Division in
World War One. 28 August.

Crossed Belgian border at 1600 hours, 2 September.

Mons: Through which the fighting elements of Task
Force Lovelady dashed to begin the First Battle of
Mons from behind the German lines. Resulted in
disastrous defeat to the enemy. 2 September.

Namur: crossed River Meuse, attacking north toward
Liege. 6 September.

Liege: Heart of Belgian industry, liberated with great
loss to enemy including a German Lieut. General.
7 September.
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Date:

3-25-45

operation which would carry the Combat Commend %o
Altenicirchen.

There was no change in the lst and 2ad Bns 36th ATR.

A% 0400 the 3rd Armd Division attacked with CCA and
COB abreast, with COF following on the two center
Toutes. Altenkirchen was the initial objective, but
orders were issued that the advance would not be
halted out of contact with the enemy.

TF Richardson used the right center route in the
Division gone and maintained close contact with
TF Kane of CCA. TF Hogan used the left center routé
and maintained close contact with CCB. Composition
of task forces was the sams as before, sxcept that
entire 3rd Bn 36th AIR, was attached to TF Hogan.
-1t Col Hogsn had returned from leave and assumed
comnand of the Task Force, Movement began from

the asgembly area at Hovel at 1450 and by 2030 all
units had closed in an assembly area near Krauts-
heid, Germany.

The 1st Bn 36th AR attacked at 0400 as part of TR
Doan and advanced on Route 4, the southern route.
TF Doan Tan infto a minefield at 753293 and 20amm
and SP fire slowed the advance, After overcoming
the resistance, the advance was rapid watil more
resistance consisting of nine 20-mm flak guns and
tow tanks was met at Schoneberg (806287). Artillery
fire imocked out the flak positions and one tank

. and the advance towerd Flammsrsfeld (8527) was Te-

sumed. Between SchoneBerg and Flamersfeld two
road blocks and heavy spall arms fire were encoun-
tered and the close of the period found the force
short of Flammersfeld.

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR attached to TF Helborn.CCB
attacked through the lst Inf Div and advanced to and
secured the town of Kerweiss b- the end of the peridl.
The line of attack was along a main Toad on & Tidge
line, elways under observation of the enemy from'the
front and fleak, 4 strong enemy position was met
initially, but it was overcome by use of artillery. .
After that, chief difficalt was from terrain. :

=112
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16 April lﬁ;g: Tagk Force Richardson at (645 reported every-
thing quiet. A% 0700 a2 EBettle Group moved north toward Bernburg,
Fo r stance was met until they reached the outekirts of Bern-
burg at 0853. They received reporte which indicated that the
enemy force which had held them up the night before in Unter-
peissen moved out, probably to Bernburg. ©n the edge of Bern-
burg they ran into small srms and panserfsust fire. The task
force Commender split his group into two columns, and sent one
around to the left., The left force ran into Anti-tank fire and
smell arms fire., At 1150, the Task Force Coummander notified the
Combat Commend Commanding Officer it would take most of the day
to clean up the town, due to the snipers and house-to-house fight-
ing. GSome of the panzerfaust fighting was reporived done by civil-
ians, He was told to tuke the rest of the day if necessary to
clear the town, At 1530, half the town wes cleared, and by 1900
the force reached the River Szale, The bridges, both road end
reilway, were out, ZThey buttoned up here for the night, Several
prisoners were libersted, including & Americans and some Canadians,
8t Bernburg. At 0645 Task Foree Hogan reported all quiet.

Ie

There wss as yet no contact with Task Forece Orr. 4t 0700
elements of the Task Yorece moved cut east, but had gone only &
short distance when they Lit susll arms fire. JAgain, it was
house-to-houee cleaning., By 1050, Klepzig was reached. ihe road
was blocked and defended with small erms and an anti-tank gun.
The Task Force was told to by-pess it and keep going. Leaving a
force to contain the enemy, they sent e force southeast, east,
and northwest to ‘erzien, which was reached at 1900 by both forces.
It required considerable time to clean out liergien, and they then
proceeded towerd Lausigk. On the way tiey hit some mines, Lau~
sigk was buttoned up at 22e0, Heny prisoners of war were taken.

At 1500 Task Foroe Orr was ordered to send the lst Battalion,
36th Armored Infantry Kegiment, with A Company, 83d irmored Re-
connaissance Battalion, to sweep the woods weet of Route 3 in the
Hsideburg Forest. At 173C they jumped off, The Infantry had very
little trouble, but the 83d met Zutomstic weapons and panzerfausts.
it the olose of the period, they were still engaged in their
mission,

2d Battalion, 36th Aruored Infentry kegiment, part of Task
Force Welborn, continued mopring-up operations north of Gridline
60. They held their bridgehead over the lLiulde Hiver, snd con-
tinued bridging operstions in the vicinit{ of 134653. Construc-
tion was impeded by difficult terrain &t the southern approach
and harassing enemy srtillery fire. At the close of the period
the bridging was still going on, and the Infantry were holding in
their pesitions, sstride the Autobahn ssst of the iiver crossing
west of Kleutsch.

During the day, the 99let Field .irvillery battalion, which
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Regimental Hq & Hq Company, 36th irmd 1nf Regt
3d Battelion, 36th Armd Inf Regt

Service Company, 36th Armd Inf Regt

3d Battalion, 32d Armored Regiment

3d Battalion, 33d Armored Regiment

54th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
Company C, 234 Armored Lngineer Battalion
Company C, 7034 Tank Destroyer Battalion
Company C, 45th irmored Medical Battelion

Except where otherwise indicated in the narretive following,
Combat Commend "R" was divided into Task Forces, during the month,
az follows

T4SKE FORCE HOGAR TASK FORCE RICHARDSON

34 Bn, 33d Arnd Regt 3d Bn, 324 Armd Regt
3d B, 414th Inf Kegt (1 - 11 4pr) 3d Bn, 36%h Armd Inf Regt

34 Bn, 47th Inf Regt (12-25 ape) . st Pit Go G, 234 Arad Engr Ba
3d P1t Co C, 234 Armd Engr Bn 24 F1% Co C, 703d D Ba

34 r1% Co C, 7034 TD Bn

COMBAT CONMAND DIKECT CONTROL

Regimentsl Hq & Hq Company, 36tn irmd Inf Regt
Service Company, 36th Armd Inf Regt

Company C, 23d irmd Engr Bn (lese 2 plis)
Company C, T03d Tenk Destroyer Bn (less 2 plts)
Company C, 45th Armd Kediecel Battalion

54th Armd Pield Artillery Battelion

A% the beginming of the period Combat Command "R" wap engaging
the enemy, continuing the battle ms releted ir the battle narrative
at the end of larch, Task Force "Richardscn" was in the vicinity
of Nordborchen, and Task Force "Hogan" wee in the vicinity of
Wewer.

BATTLE NARRATIVE

1 ril ¢+ Task Force Richardson continued his operation
begun @y previous to seize the high ground northwest of Nord—
borcuen (0355) to Luprove hie position and cover the attack of
Tesk Force Bolee. A% 0355 hours this objective wae resched after
overcoming resistance from entrenched infantry and some anti-tank
fire, They secured their positions and started patrol contsct
with Tesk Force Boles at 633448,

Tagk Force H"ﬁ“ attacked southwest from Wewer, seizing Salz-
kotten, The Task Foroe entered Salzkotten st (110 aguinset coum-
parctively light recistonce. By 0440 hours the town was cleared
end eecured, and tanke pushed out to the high ground north of the
town, Tagk Force Hogan left & small blocking force on the main
road &t the nortuesst edge of Wewer end cnother smell infantry

= g

£gEE2

[





index-41_1.jpg
VAR oS | STYAKGE 0 MOLDE @
22 o0r- 31060 Poie o

B RN ST mrt STUETS

B #o Lot

GERMANY






index-54_1.jpg
COMBAT ORGANIZATION

THE THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORH
ORGANIC INFANTRY OF
AS SUCH IT HABITUALLY
EACH OF THREE COMBA
THE ACTIONS NAMED
UNDER VARIOUS TASK
CONTROL, BUT IN EV,
""SPEARHEAD DOUGHS

FANTRY REGIMENT IS THE
IRD ARMORED DIVISION.
ED ONE BATTALION TO
ANDS. CONSEQUENTLY,
CHART WERE FOUGHT
COMBAT COMMAND
OF THE DIVISION, THE
A DECISIVE PART. °
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20.
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22.

23.

24,

vehicles destroyed and more than two thousand enemy
soldiers captured. 3-4 September.

Began pursuit across Belgium, overtaking remnants of fleeing
enemy. Destroyed many wagon trains and vehicles. 4-5
September.

Entered western section of Liége. 7 September.

Continued attack to German border in spite of increasing
enemy tank resistance. 9-11 September.

Reached German border at Langfeld (south of Aachen) at
1638 hours. 12 September.

Tore a gap through first Dragon's Teeth of the Siegfried Line,
destroying several 88-mm AT guns and six concrete pill-
boxes. Casualties were heavy as the enemy defended his

home country's frontier tenaciously. 13 September.

25.Second and final line of Dragon's Teeth and pillboxes
breached west of Stolberg. Battle-weary men accomplished
this difficult job with sheer will power and in spite of great
losses. 15 September.

26. Cleared rear areas of enemy and assisted in capturing
Minsterbusch, situated on west edge of Stolberg, Germany.
18 September.

27. Defended sector in Stolberg. 26 September - 18 November.

28. Participated in attack to eliminate German salient in the
vicinity of Nothberg. 24-25 November.

29. Attacked well dug-in enemy from Langerwehe to Hoven,
driving the enemy across Roer River. 10-12 December.
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HEADQUARTERS THIRTY SIXTH ARIORED LNFANTRY REGDMENT
AP0 253, U S ARMY

31.¥arch 1945
SUBJECT: Action against Enemy, Reports After/After Action Reporta.

T t THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

waahington, D.C. (thru channels)

(a) ozriginal Unit: WNo change

(b) Changes in Organizations:

(1) Regtl Hy., Hq Co and Ser Co., 36th AIR ware a
part of Combat Command "R" throughout the period.

(2) The lst Bn., 36th AIR was attached to Combat
Command "A* throughout the period.

(3) The 2nd Bn., 36th AIR was attached to Combat
Command *B* throughout the period.

(4) 7The 3rd Bn., 36th AIR was attached to Combat
Command "R® throughout the period.

’ ) (c) gtrengths

Date Officers Farrant Officers Lnlisted
s Men
1 ¥ar 1345 113 4 2482
31 Mar 1945 109 4 2344
Net loss 4 o 138

(4) gtations: ¥o change

(e} ¥arches: Yarches same as “attle Jarrative shown in
paragraph (g) this report.

(£) Campaigns: None designated since last report.

S,

RESTRIGFED
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Tie high ground ncr.,nwss: cf fewer wus cecured ani tae is

force bu”cned e

n, 36th .rzd inf segt, opeit the duy in eissriag sue
Qred.

lst
Soddeken

28 3ny 36th Arsd Inf Zoat, of 7 velbora, CC B, sttacked to
ssize the high ground tares kilomsiers gouth of Padarborn., The
ground was securad wlinout opgsositics, Sui the ememy counter-
attacied with five tanks av 1d43C ung drove thexm bsck to tha vi-
cinlty of Hemborn. Tae battalisn assenlt guns ascoounted for thrse
of tha five enemy tamks end siter tae fcrce waa raorganized tho
hign ground was retaion and secured,

The ecoount of the drive « b, the Taird .rmored ivision,
as reported in this documant, act fell tho complote st af
the exnorsous asount of enemy equijient overrun, tho vast euppilse
tazzen, tue steggering mumber ol prisoners captured, tha communica-~
tion lines ¢isrujpted, the rosd nets cut, or the graest morale efisct
it hed on the Jerzun clvilian and military populution. Thia
acoount is more m factual raecord of how it m2s done,

- (u) Commwnding Sfficers in imiorgsut smgagzesents:
36th ircd Int Hegt Col B L Aowze
1st Bn, 36th srad Inf ezt it vol ﬁn:l ore
24 3n, 30th irmd Inf Sest L% Cel ? J Xeran
3d Pn, 38t armd Iut Rest - Laj R 2 Chaney

T

(1) Ckences 1a Commend: Heme,
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13.

14.

15.

enemy equipment. Elements completely cut off by enemy for
two days. Medicalsupplies were dropped by air. 13-14 August.
After vigorous and determined fighting against elements of
the 1st SS (Adolf Hitler) and 2nd SS (Das Reich) Panzer
Divisions, the outskirts of Fromental were reached about
dark. 16 August.

Fromental cleared of enemy and contact made with the
British, there-by closing the German escape gap to the east.
18 August.

Crossed Seine River at Melun and attacked to northeast
to begin liberating French towns and cities by the score.
26 August.

Secured bridgehead over Marne River at La Ferte Sous
Jouarre. 27 August.

16. Two German railroad trains caught and destroyed, vicinity
of Braisne. Battle ensued between four Tiger tanks loaded
on one train and our tanks. Enemy tanks were destroyed
by tank and direct artillery fire. Continued attack to Aisne
River and secured bridgehead. 28 August.

17. Received orders to change direction and proceed north
toward Mons to trap large number of enemy. 31 August.

18. Crossed Franco-Belgian border at 1615 hours and seized
Mons. Seizure resulted in trapping the entire rear guard
of the 7th and 15th German Armies. 2 September.

19. Intense fighting raged between Mons, Belgium, and Mau-
beuge, France, for two days and nights as the enemy
.attempted to break through and escape. Hundreds of enemy
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! ICTED

Wiledenfsld to ,uenheim. =hemy fiFs Wza seavy frum the left flank

nd for that reascn TF Kohnn'u attack c diverted tu the south-

east. The order direated thst the CC rsserve would secure leden-

feld, but wss later changed, as UG, 3d AJJ, ordered T B fo send =

foroe there for that puryose,

By 2000, Auenneim wus secured and CF H buttoned up thers for
the nignt. At the clowe of the period, elements IF 1 left at
¥iedenfsld were being relieved by IF Welborn of CC B,

The lst Bn, 36th Armd Inf Regt, ws & purt of TF Losn of CC 2,
crossed the irit Canal at Bergheis and attucked Oberaussem, The
attack continued througicut ths day against moderste resistance
and by the close of the period the town was sscured. The 2d
36tn irmd In{ Regt, e @ parc of IF felbora of CC B, followed 7F
Hogan and relieved elements of I¥ iogan in Hiedenfeld.

2 ¥arch 1945; At O7C0 T Hogsn attacked from .uenheiz in the
directIon of Rheidt, The 3d Bn, 3bth irmd Inf Regt, reacnad kon-
chef &t 0720 and by 0900 had cleared and secured the town, In-
fantry had worked forwsrd under cover of durkness and the town was
entered and taken witnout difficulty,

After moving furward fron Konouof, the tagk force cume under
aneay tamk fire. Tue enesmy tank wus destroyed and the advance
ccntinued, Gther enemy tenks were encountered during the morning.
At 1400 TF Hogan reported a battalion of the 99th DLV on the left
hed been contuoted, The sotion of thiam battallon wes coordinated
with the uction of [P H, tareugh the CG, s ineldt was also that
battalion's objective. By 1545 heidt had bsen taken and 1¥
Hogsn wes preparing to continue on mission.

“ank fire was agwiz dirscted sgaingt ¥ Hogun sc it leit
Bheidt. The Iire came from left flank snd it wae necassery to use
an alternute route to get by it even though fightsr bombers wers
used. By 2035 TP Hogan had resched ttozmeln and et the ologe of
tae period was engugéd in clearing the 87 section of the town.

TP Richerdson moved ocut in the attuck on Ingecdorf at €770
acd wae xet lmmediutely by AT fire frowm vicinity of 261671.

The enemy continued to resist the advance cf I7 Richardaon' .
by AT and seall arms fire from 268662 and 298563, but Ingerdort
wes cuptured and the uivance on toimeln was begua ui 1CCC. Heavy
AD fire forced tanks to withdraw to edge of Ingendorf. Ine
platoon of medium tanks from CU Xegerva reverted to Sutzalion
control at 1260,

Before it was oseible to tuke Jtommeln, it Wao necesssry to
stuge m coordinased sttack in conjunctios with I# Lovelsdy of CC B.
It wes & well defended town witu a minefiald which hed to be
breached, u romd ulock which nad to be removed, and A7 and small
arse fire waioh hed to be reduced.

e &
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RESTRIOTED
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1 Nordhausen -Hell-Hole

...... You'd never forget the look in their eyes. It was almost enough to make up for
all the weary days end the fear and the hell of batile, They were so thankiul o the

liberators, and they looked at the Yanks with that special gaze reserved for deities .
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Werner, Arnold B.
Earding, Fred W.
Jennan, Halph F.
Potts, Clifton J.
Knizht, @abriel M.

RESIIETED

(J) ro:nor and Present Members Fho Have Distinguished T.

ASN

57120070
35118541
36274424
36118482
38225146

Schoenfeld, Delbert K.3766372%

Harding, Pred W,
Dillard, ¥illaism O.
Bell, Wodrow W,
Hooper, Béward R.
MoFall, Ealph L.
Peterson, Gilvert A.
oust, Abers 3.
Ruggiero, Emilio
Barrett, Jesse B.
$heel, Edward H.
Ilkenio, Thomas J.

36118541
0537391
15090068
11052098
14043062
17046420
37076251
11066492
59509011
016347
”17!9 05

Rodgors, Joseph M. Jr !!0467%:

Goad, James L.
Horgan, Kenneth I,
Eoline, Alvin O,
Ponzetti, Charles A.
Schulman, Barnet
8troup, Georgs %.
Oook, Rodvert J.
Homsey, Joseph
0Otto, Paul F.
!ubozy, BLLL
Stroud, Lyle L.

o' cmnnr, Lecnard E.

Sprouls, George A.
Swiner, Frank J.
Williems, Robert J.
Bre%, Willard S.
Kreutzer, Leonard J.
Engleka, Irvin A, Jx.
Aoldreghini,Touls 0.
Mottern, Earl J.
3alb, Harvey S.

Engleka, Irvia A.
Nameth, Lyall J.
Fendland, Prndu‘iak ¥.
Foclure, Hsrry

39 049141
39459099
31123393

067386
gz!i 399
36767413

371254715
33674051

33757191
34881102
33688622
0462284

33757191
01293093

o13329382

Msozynski, Alexandex- 36166579

Facheok, Stanley F.
Fraston, D. 7.
Cwen, James T. Jr.

32936334
34807352
(338346
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THIRTY.SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT

~Speariead Doughbays®

J NORWANOY ¢ NORTHERN FRANCE sk ARDENNES ‘g EMNELAND o CENIRAL GERMANY

Date:

6-1-45

CP was located at Munlheim, and the Jottolions
located in the towns mearby. 1st 3n CP wes in
Seligenstadt, 2nd Bn at Housen and 3rd 3n at Juge-
hein, Naintenance of vehicles ard wezpons vas Ie
sumed as well as a training scheiule which inclu-
ded severzl hours of recreation and athletics, and
the beginning of the Education Program.

On 18 May 1945 a formation wes held in the vicinity
of Darmstadt at which tine awards and decorations
were prescuted to men of the' Rewiaent, who had hot
previously received them but for whom the- had decn
authorized, by the Division Comrznder Gencral Eickey.
Regular training schedule, including meintonance of
weapons and vehicles, recreation, swim:ing, shows
and games were cerried on through the 20th of liay.
Work was being done tovards getting the Tducation

. Program started. A questionaire was circulated
‘v through the Regizent to datermins the educational

needs 8f the men, and textbooks and materizls
requisitioned on the basis of the answers received
therefrom.

. Effective 20 May 1945 Lt Col Wm R Orr was appointed

Executive Officer, succeeding Lt Col Ccrlton P.

.‘Russell who was relieved to return to the United

States. Major Curlee was assigned to the 2nd Bn

.and Major Owen assumed commend of the lct Batialion.

Captain Bryan Gruver was assigned to Regimental
5-3. : .

The period 20 Moy 45 to the exd of the month was
‘taken up with training, maintenance of weapons and
equipment, recreation and final planning for the
Education Program. Schools for instructers in
the program started 28 Moy 45 with Hajor Gordon

F. Thomas in charge.

At the beginning of the period all units of the
36tk Armored Infantrr Regiient were under Regimental
control in the area east and southeast of Frank—on-
Main. Regimental CP was otill at Buhlheim, irst
Battalion in viginity of towns near Seligenstadt,
Second Battalien in vicinity of Eausen and Third
Battalion area vicinity of Jugeheim. Service co

was located at Muhlheim.

~147-
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
“Spearhead Doughboys”

J NORMANDY Jc NOWTHERN FRANCE s ARDENNES o RMNELAND o CENTRAL GERMANY

EISTORY OF THE

36th ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
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348321 ol Gy
A% 1505, enemy infantry and an 5.F. g were oy Tnds
resistaioe vus overcame and the advence conmtimued to EFSCGHMNAOADE (91 “here
atubborn eneny infantry and basooka men halted the A large of snipers
delayed the clearing of the town but at 1845 hours, all resistance ‘been

and magy Pis teken, 19

®
E

at the bridgshead but by 08X hours moved out. There no enemy regigtance

At 10, TF JOVELADY encountered enamy infantry and fire from S.Fe guns vieind

s iy ety o Ve mn%ud.m-:‘w”m s Voo
enemy men were

point, the advance was repid and the task foree resched 052205 by hours vhere

Orders were recelved to make a coordinated attack on HORDHAUS@I, 130L30 Npril,
i of the 27 grid line and TF LOVILADY o secure

Agrdl the attack was launched as scheduled and by O7L0 hours TF LOVELADY
southwest part of the town without opposition. 1225 hours the south

i e

aEs §E
:
£
§
N
i
£l

g
§
:
i
‘
:
!
|

i rapddly woute b
sestbered light resistance of basooka and susll srms. fire. W‘R houra, the
&%};&MW&MW&M&KW end

)

13 jpwril 1945 at 0700 hours, TF WELBUEN continued the atiack towards the eabt,
Resistonce wes moderate untdl the lesding dlements roached 60927h wherc direet firve
from B3m dual pwrose guns halted the advances The entmy was bringing imto play
nany of the anti-cireraft bettalions vidlech had long formed the inner ring antie

‘The
agalnst moderate reslgtancs.. In FOLLESEN a PV eap waus overrune. L0
were liberabed including 300 officerss The majority of these had
ecaptivity since dune 19l0. Cuptured at DUNKIRK. 7 |
and by 1515 enbered FEIDENEG (TTh3). The town
B, of inf was uoross the river and a bridge wes under construction at a gite
vicinity of 360

¢
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RESTGRICTED

19 ¥areh 1945: Rect, rehabilitation, malnienanze, snd truiniag
werc continued by tho Combat Command. At CHCO 3d 2n, 333 Arzd Hesgt,
rejoined tae Cosbet Coumsnd, reylscing 2d 3n, 334 Arnd segtu, whiechn
wen relieved a=d revurted to OT A cvntrol, Jhe 3d 3a, 13t%a Int’
iegt, was detacasd fros Coumbatl Cucmend at 15CC and reverwed to 13th
Infantry regimental contrcl. There was no change in statum er
diepcsltions of the lst and 24 Spa, 36th Arad Inf Sext,

2C sarch 1945: &t O73C Comdat Comzend wue ageln stteched to
lst Inf Uiv.

Tas compositicn cf tno Combat Compand was as foilows: ﬁ

Pais rORCE AICHAL: It Is BRUSH +
3@ Zm, 32d ir:d ldegt 3d Bn, 734 Arzd negt
34 #n, 36tn Arzd Inf Hegt (- co I) Co I, 3bta Arzd inf zewt
lot £1t, Co ¢, 234 Arad tngr Bn Ja 1ty o &y 233 irsd Sngr Sn
2d .1ty o &, 7034 ID Bn 38 .1t, Sc £, TC38 L En
+ Lt Col hogan on leave to

CC CONTRCL
54th Arma ¥ . kn

Ce C, 238 Arad Lngr-&m (-2 plta)
Go v, 7u3d TL Br (-2 plts)§ =
bet, Co 5, #aint in

3 1t whion hed .)reviuualy beer wiin 834 dcn Dn ravaried to Comzpany
centrol CB45,

Sngland

At 110C orders were lssued to uove at 1245 o cross the shins
zive: over the Vil Ucr s :oztoon bridge north of heasgen to an
sesembly ares in the vicinity of honmef, Sersuny.

kovement st.rtad at 124Y &L. ot -15C7 hours the first tegk
arrived on the euct banr oi the andne River, .rdars were iasued
e¢n rouis for IF¥ dlchardson to copiioue the zcrca - nd zesesble near
Ittecbach, Gerzany, .11 units cic.ed ia thelr rsm.ective soxbly
arees by 2045, .o I, 36tn «rmd ini aess, wi s ro.levsd froca TF
Srowc &t 2250 snd wes attuched to IF nicherdson. IF idchardeon
relieved alements of ths L6th inf north of Itvtenbach during the
nigot .f 2.-2. uron in preopsrotice for as atlack ay 2iU6UD Laroh
1945, .

21 tarch 1945 7The attecx oi sce lbtu Inf o. tie left of IF
24cacrdson began at U3 O and by (4. had reacled 6653EC,

‘he misasion of the Jeabal vo.msnd wae to deatrey tie snuxmy in
its zona 's far north A t.e lex :iver, the finsl objectives
baing -uisdor? and ..ernel. The zONe® #ag LLrro® oRl 82 a reguls
the order for tns attack desisncted zn sttack in coluwn of task
torzes witia T¢ lenardson lesding zod TF srewn in reservae.
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27 ¥arch 1045: Tark Force Hogan continued to ~ivance throuzt-
cut the nionv end morning. At deltefeld (1336) socce resistince wes

> suiekly Svercome ond the sdvance comtinued.

zet, but 1% w

: azk ¥orce Aicherdsdn m.istained e ropld cdvunes throl
the day. Lnemy resistacce was llght, but thers waa dilitecu
terraiz. g

3y ths clome of the soricd, Ir slcnardson was consinudsy the
sdvence on Dillomburg and T¥ Hogan wus nslted for refueiing morth-
eest of iof.

The lat 2n, 36th Arzd Inf iegt, continued o rapld advance with
I Scan and by the cloge of the paricd nad captured asd ascursd
llerbora snd had secured s crossifig ovar soe ;111 giver, Contact
wes made with T¢n ~rod Liv on visat flank, The 24 im, 36%h irad

Iaf legt, with TF felborn, moved in reserve cn doute 2 and closed
2t fioln at 2200.

26_¥arch 1945: ¥ Hogan, nitsr refualing, convimied e rupid
Advsn—T—l%zco akd by O73C 4ed eatersd Lillenburg with littls opposition
and hud eecursd the town by (93¢, -IP Richardson adveiced Fnzidly
#ithi Light nanimturios aniiby 1015 wasion Vne ohjsciive in tha icoa
south of Dillenburg &« Siederscield. 5Suin Task Forces secured the
objective throughout the day cnod ylans wers sade for a long taruct
northward with “sderborn as the objective. o

st B, 36t irmd ini degt, conducted saintenance of equipment
pending receijt of new crders as CC b paesed through G 4.

&3 dareh 1242: EBoth columns coved fros Dillenturg at U6UC with
TP Hoguf on soute i, the lelt route.

I¥ Hiohardscn's &
advsnsed 90 miles in

:nce wes very rapid and in one Inatanze
houre end 13 minutes.

liogan' § advenae proceeded ropidly st fir.t but was held up
by heavy resistance during the late morming. dy 120C TP .ogan'
wae out of communication.

TF Richardscn resched 3Brilon at 16CC and cleasred aud secwred
the town, & relay station wse sant Duck ovar tue route to ooatact
T¥ Hogan. Tie force coiled in thae vicdaity of Jhulen for toe
night. The advsance of &7 miles from Villecdurg to ihuler wes sade
in 16 zours.

Jue 24 3n, 36ta arsd Inf degt, followed B34 Aon 3n and as ‘the
end of the period wam at (ber Larsburg, les: thes 30 zilozeters
fres the finel objective.

lst Ba, 30ta arnd Inf Hezt, wus in €U A ‘end followod ¥ love-
lady on douta 3. :

UCTED'
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force at 658446 in position to fire on the Sulskotten-Paderborn
road, Salzkotten was secured during the dey and patrol centact
maintained with Tesk Force Boles at 671442,

The combat command CF moved to Nordborchen (€83417) at 0900
hours,

The lst Battalion, 36ih Armored Infentry Regiment, attached
to Combet Command "A" ae part of Task Force Boles, attacked through
Tagk Force Richardson at Nordborchen at 0626 hours and sdvanced
north to Paderborn. Dug-in enemy tenks, anti-tank fire and small
arme fire were encountered, but they proceeded across the railroad
and helped clear and secure their cector,

The 2d Battalion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, attached
to Combat Command "B" as a pert cf Task Force Welborn, attacked
Paderborn in the northeast part of the town and helped clear this
mector,

2 AE;;I %g‘is Task Force Richardson moved into Alfen at 1000
boure and continued to secure the town of Kirkborchen end Alfen
and msintein patrol contzcts with Task Force Doles on the north,

834 Armored Field iArtillery Battalion on the east, and both forces
of Task Force Hogan., Some Priconers of War were brought in.

Task Force Hogan continued to seoure Salzkotten and Wewer and
maintained contsct by patrols with Task Force Boles to the eest
end Task Force Richardson. During the might 1 - 2 April, the
route of the Task Force Boles patrol was cut by an enemy infiltra-
tion on the road, vicinity 660450, and at 0730 hours a force from
Tagk Force Hogan moved out to sweep this area and the woods, vi-
oinity 658453, The enemy forces had withdrawn, and no contact was
mede. Beginning at 2000 hours, elements of Task Force Hogan in
Salzkotten were being contacted by patrols from the 24 Battalion,
16th Infentry, in Gesche.

The st Battaliom, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, remsined
attached to Combat Command "A" as part of Task Force Boles, and
continued to secure the western part of Faderborn and meintain
patrol contact with Combat Command "BE" and Combet Command "R".

The 24 Bettelion, 36th Armored Infentry Kegiuent, as pert of
Task Force Welborn of Combat Commend "B", continued to secure the
northeast part of Paderbern and conducted security patrols.

3 A?rél 1945: Combet Command "R" continued to defend, pairol,
and maintein road blocks taroughout the period. Taek Force Hogan
sent & patrol nerth from Salzkotten which made contect with ele-
ments of the 8th armored Division et 597432 at 1555 hours, Another
patrol wag sent to Upspringe during the day, without cpposition.
Task Force Richardson continued to patrol and defend throughout the
day and night, Some Frigoners of War were brought in.

w §
ECREZ

[





index-141_2.jpg





index-187_1.jpg
& NomwANDY

Date:
3-30-45

3-31-45

THIRTY.SIXTH ARMGRED INFANTRY REGIMENT
“Spearhead Doughboys"

Sk NORTHERN FRANCE g AIDINNES ¢ RMINELAND sk CENTRAL GERMANY

27 Richardson jumped off at 0700 on Route 2 and ad-
vanced initially with no opposition. Later smell

‘pockets of resistonce were met and quickly overrun,

TUpon reaching 685392, heavy resistance from enemy
pangerfausts and tanks were encountersd. Close air .
supoort from dive-Sombers was given and mided the
advance of the column to (682415) Nordberchen, where
at the close of the period the force was engaged in
¢clearing the town of very stubborn SS troops. 1%
Hogan continued the sdvance throughout the night

and at 0345 was ordered to move by a lateral route
to route 2 and to follow Towte 2 to Brilon where it
would resume the advance on Route 1, the left route.
The column advanced ravidly to Wewer (668436) where
they were stopped by pangerfaust and emall arms fir-,

In the oase of both TF Richardson and TF Hogen the
Tesistance proved to be the strongest that had been
met on the drive. The defenders were trocps from an
army achool center north of Paderborn, who wers first
class troops and who Jmew how to defend with what
they had. The pangerfaust was used effectively as an
anti-personnel weapon.

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR attached to CCB, passed through
the 83rd Ren Bn at 1200, Stiff resistance was en-
countered in the vicnity of Btteln (710373)-.and
Hamborn (718410). In the vicinity of Hamborn the
enemy attacked the center of the column by coreful
choice of terrainyand lack ef armor in the column
permitted him to destroy = large mumber of half-
track vehicles. The battalion was disorganized

to a certain extent and CCA sent a force to clean
out* thas ennny:
The 1st Bn 36th ATR fought SS troops south of Etteln
and in the Baddeksn Forest. Small arms fights con-
tinued throughout the night.

TF Hogan svent the entire day in clearing stubborn
Tesistance from Wewery At 1953 the town was Teport-
ed cleared and secured. Resistance of the same type
as the day before mads it an extremely difficult
task to rid the town of the ememy, TF Richardson
also fought a stubborn enemy ell day. At 2330 Task

=115-
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* THIRTY-SIXTH ARMGRED INFANTRY REGIMENT
“Spearhead Doughboys®

Jr NORMANDY g MORTHERN FRANCE g ARDENNES sk RHNELAND v CENTRAL GERMANY

Date:

4-145

Force Richardson reported Nordborchen secured ond
a _force moved north as far as the road at 690425,
TF Hogan sent a small force to Salzkotien to seize
that place, and b 2230 the force had reached the
Road Junction at 630409 and received pangerfaust
and smell arms fire. It was delayed in moving fur-
ther by a burning enemy vehicle, However, the
high ground northwest of Wewer was secured and the
task force buttoned up.

The 1st Bn 36th AIR spent the day in cleasring the
Baddeken Forest.

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR of TF ¥elborn, CCB, attacked
to @eize the high ground throe kilometers south

of Paderborn. The ground was secursd without oppo-
sition, but the enemy counter—attacked with five
tanks at 1830 and drove them back to the vicinity
of Hemborn. The battalion 2ssault guns accounted
for three of the five enemy tanks and after fhe
force was reorgenized, the high ground was talen
and secured.

The gccount of the drive made b~ the Third ArmoTed
Diyision, as reported in this document, does mot
tell the complete story of the enormous amount of
enemy equipment overrun, the vast supplies taken,
the staggering number of prisoners captured, the
commmication lines disrupted, the Toad nets cut,
or the great morale effect it had on the German
civilian and military population. This account
is more of a factual record of how it was done.

Task Force Richardson contimued his operation
Dbegun the dav previous to seize the high ground
northeast of Nordborchen (0355) to improve his
position and cover the attack of TF Boles. At

0355 hours this objective was reached after over-
coming resistance from entrenched infantry and
some anti-tank fire, They secured their positions
and started patrol combact with TF Boles at 693448.

+ TP Hogan attacked southwest from Wewer, seizing

Salzkotten. The TF entered Salskotten at 0110
against comparatively light resistance. By 0440
the fown was cleared and secured, and tamks pushed
out to the high ground north of the town. Task Force

~116-
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Appendix oe 1 to Aftsr AStion Eeport, K
Us Army, spril, 1348 (Cams'd)

46th Amd ¥ed lm, AFO 253,

Be more are tw possible solutions: (1) To incromse the musber
of Arny aibuimnces: (2) Yo attash two hospital waits from m /ield Hospital
evacuated by armored trostmest

8 iedical Goupssy Comsenders werd ;iven the respemsidility of
inveatiga¥ing azy snamy hospitals, repertiog nu=bers of wouaded ¥il's,
nusber of cpomtlag perscemel, searching towns for enssy wounded, investigating
srd reporting on oomocatretion camps mad FY Ospse

8. illetiag wes so problem in thlo part of Germany, relatively uatoushed
because 3f the spesd of tha attack snd becauae the population deeided mot
o roatste L

9. (fficors and sea Of the 575th smbulsees Caspsay perfomred outstending
sarvices ia the evaoustiom of 3d Amored Division easucltlas, Uriving day
wnd RiFAG over strange dangercus reecs for distences whioh avorsged 150 mil
twlgo oaptured by enemy patrols, these men performed thoir duty im as ex~
omplary =amner.

10. Attached ms inolos re musber 3 is a resapitulation of sasualtise
treated by this bahtalios from fune 1946 to April 1946, inclusive.
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the battalion wee billeted in towns in thet vicinity.

At 1640 the ertillery air OP reported that the bridge at
098743 nac just been blown,

1st Battslicn, 36th Armored Infantr, Reglment, .ect of Task
Force Orr, continued to maintsin defensive positions in Deseau
throughout the period.

2d Battalion, 36th Ar.ored Infantry Regiucnt, part of Task
Force Welborn of Combat Commend "B", contimucd tc secure its sec—
tor throughout the yefiod., It wes antici,ated that 2d Battalion
would move to the new assembly area sometime during the ncxt day.

24 April 194%: Task Force Hogan remained in poeition, se-
curing _ts sector throughout the day. During the morning, prior
to deylight, end again sfter dark, reguler patrols were made to
contact Combat Commsnd "A" on the right.

& The Combat Commend was attached to 9tk Infantry Division at
1630,

lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, pert of Combat
Coumend "A", continucd to defend its sector. They were ettached
to the 9th Infantry Division effective 1545, end remained under
control of 9th Infantry Divielon until they started woving to the
new assembly area.

2d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiuent, moved to new
asseubly ares vicinity Vetterode during the day and reverted to
Regimental control, 36tk Armored Infantry Regiment.

3d Battelion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, less Compeny
still in kken, in their new asseubly mrea, stsrted reorganizing,
cleaning u;, and necessary maintenance,

25 4 1945: All ettecued troops of other unite of the Di.
vieion were released during the day, and reverted to their respect-
ive comuandis. On completion of the relief of the Combat Command
by 9th Infentry Division at 1630, the Combat Commsnd reverted to
control of 3d Armored Division. Combat Comumand CP moved at 1725
to new area vicinity Rammelburg and closed at 2130.

lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infaniry Regiment, continued to
oceupy their sector, umier Combet Commsnd "A", until late in the
afternoon when relief was eifected by 9th Infamtry Divieion. 3d
Armered Division planned to vove the Battalion the following morn-
ing to the 36th Arwored lnisntry Regiment mesembly ares, at which
tiwe it would revert to regimental control.
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A league of nations of forced laborers head for home.
Freed by the Third Armored drive.
German tank-destroyer mects “Spearhead” tank, Alles

apus for Jerry|

Hostile machine gun fire downed this yank.

Hitler said: "Give me five years and you will not
recognize Germany again.” He was right

Dora, hysterically happy men attempred to lift Lt.
Herbert Gontard to_their shoulders. Although the
lieurenant was a slim young man, the weake
laberers couldn’t lift him.

Nordhausen and Dora were efficient in 2 char
acteristic Nazi way, but to the shocked eyes of
American fighting men, the camps were the most
complete condemnasion of Hitlerism yet exposed.
“The wankers of the 3rd were in a savage mood as

150

More of the foolhardy Hitler Yugend find their dreams collapsing.

they went on to the final batiles. {

While Brigadier General Doyle O. Hickey,
chewing savagely on his pipe, surveved the gagging
horror of Nordhausen, his old clite Combat Com-
mand “A” took Herzburg, reducing # swong road
block in the process. Combat Command “Reserve”
also battered ahead.

Advance clements crashed through Sangechausen
on April 12, and by the following day had reached
the Saale River. Here again all bridges were thor-
oughly blown. The ground flattened perceptively
as the “Spearhead” Division left the choppy, wood-
ed Harz Mountains to the left rear

Eisleben was declared an open city as the flying
speatheads neared it, but on the outskirts, at Pol-
Icben, 2 British prisoner of war camp was overrun
and some 430 Englishmen liberated. Tt had been a
long wait for the Britons, some of whom had been

isoncrs since the debacle of Dunkirk, the Not-
wegian campaign, Africa and Crete.

To the long confined British, Yank supet-abund-
ance of equipment was a dreamed-of miracle, Said
one Captain in amazemene: “You chaps have enough
mazericl in this convoy to reach Berlin !

It was a grear day for the crstwhile peisoners,
Traditionally rescrved English officers and enlisted
men broke down and cheered as the bartle group
formations thundered through town. An airborne
infantry major summed it up: “ We knew yon were
coming, bu when that first Sherman tank rolled
over the hill T was so happy T cried.”

Division clements crossed the Sazle on twa
bridges built by Colonel Foster's combat engincers
on the nigh of April 13-14. Tn spice of increasing
opposition, the tanks and infantry of Task Force
Welborn lanced straight out into the blue. They
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the attack via the east route, cut the road SE of Hardegsen, and -
protect the east flank of the Combat Command, Be prepared to con~
tinue the attack to Northeim, via route 2, on order,

(b) TF "B", on the left (west) route, will capture the
erossroads in the ravine, 1200 yards east of Eberhsn prior to day-
light 9 April 45; continue the attack at 0600, via west route
capture Hardegsen, and protect the weet flank of the CC. Be pre-
pared to continue the attack to Northeim vie route 1, on order.

(e) Co. "D", 83rd Armd Ren Bn., will make reconnaissence
to line CR at 408271 - Hill 394 (402308-373302); Assemble vieinity
Imbsen by deylight 9 April in CC Reserve. Upon empture of Hardeg-
sen, inmedistely initliate reconnaissance to Northeim (the Division
objective) via routes 1 end 2,

(4) 54th F A En will be in direct support of TF "R", 83rd
F 4 Bn direct support of TF "H",

(e) Co. "C", 23ra Armd Eng Bn (-) and Co, "C", 703rd 1D
Bn,, initielly in reserve.

(£) CP initielly Imbsen, will dieplace along west route,

Task Force Richardson attecked at 2400, At 2135 Cempany D,
634 Reconnaissance Battelion, reported they were in Eberhsn, end
also the control point 22 (ravine and CR 1200 yards east), and both
were clesr of the enemy,

The lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, attached to
Combat Command "A" as part of Tesk Force Boles, remained in its lo-
cation throughout the period maintalning read bloeks and conducting
maintenance, .

The 2d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, attached to
Combat Commsnd "B" as pert of Tesk Force Welborn, sent dismounted
patrols from Carlshoven at 1530 hours esst along the river road to
Wehmbeck, This patrol met no opposition and had complsted its
migsion of opening the road by 2045 hours. At the close of the
period the whole of Combat Command "B" was being relieved in present
position by elements of the let Infantry Divieion to participate in
2 new operation on the River Weser.

April ¢ At 0250 hours Task Force Richardson reported on
the o ve they were to take prior to deylight (Barterode). No
resistence wes met end the tenks moved in. 4t 0600 hours the attack
jumped off, They hit a road block just beyond Barterode et 0635.
This took some time to clear., At 0800 hours Tesk Force Richardson
Yook Eseheck and proceeded to Emmerhsn. At 1050 hours they had
resched Harste and sighted two enewmy tanke 800 yerds northesst of
Herstc. At 1030 houre the 53d leconnaissence Battalion reported
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Date:

3-26-45

3-21-45

THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGINENT
“Spearhead Doughbegs™

S NORTHERN FANCE 3 AROENNES o RWNELAND ok CENTRAL OERAANY

Contact was maintained with CCA and CCB throughout
the morning., At 1430 orders were received to employ
TF Richardson in the zone between TF Lovelady of GOB
and T? Kane of CCA for the purpose of aiding the
advance of CCB and to clear the enemy from his assen-
bly area at 1500, but the progress was slow due t0
the condition of the roads and traffic congestion.
However, Altenkirchen was reached by 1700 without
opposition and mopping-up operations against remain-
ing enemy there were taking place. At 1805 orders
were Teceived to continue fhe advance to the east
on Routes 1 and 2 of the Division, taling over-the
mission of CCB.  TF Bogan was moved forward and ad-
vanced on Route 1. TF Richardson continued to ad-
vance on Route 2, By the close of the period both
columns were proceeding slowly due to the visibility
and the terrsin.

1st Bn 36th ATR: At 0630 TD's with the lst Bn 36th
Imocked out a Mark V tank at Flamersfeld and the
sttack moved on to Ober Wambach, they were met by
heavy AT ‘and artillery fire, After overcoming this
resistance with artillery, the advance continued to

. Bachenburg (0629) without difficulty. During the

night heavy mortar fire fell on the north edge of
the town. .

2nd Bn 36th AIR: By 0200 the road which had, caused

" delay of the battlion on the day befors was repaired

and the advance continued to the high ground east of
Rettersen. The high ground was secured by 0345 and
the attack for Easselbruch was continued at 0730.

Tank and AT fire blocked advance, inflicted losses
and the force was ordered back to reorgamize. &
dismounted attack, scheduled for 1300, was also de-
layed by observed artiller~ fire, and it was not unt L
1430 that the attack was launched. This time it was

‘successful and the to'm was securel by 1545. A Toad

block held up the advance on Oberoth, but was over—
come and the town secured by 2400, Znemy resistance
consisted of small arms fire and harassing artillery
tire, 3 :

IF Hogan contimed to advamce throughout the night
and morning, At Jeitefeld (1336) some resistance was
met, but was quickly avercome and the advance con-
tinued, TF Richardson maintained 2 repid advance
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sance Battaliom, which had becn attacued to Task Force Richardson,
reverted to the 63d Reconnsissance Battelion &t 1730, and moved
to Wolfeu.

let Battelion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, as part of
Task Force Orr, attacked on the right in Combat Command "A" gone
touerd Decsau, at 0515, and advenced steadily zgainst stubborn
resistance taroughout the day. The resistance consisted of small
arus, panserfaust, mortar and ertillery fire. At last ligat the
mein intersection in center of Dessau was reached, and the task
force secured itself for the night, prepared to move on at 0600.

24 Bettelion, 36ti Armored Infentry Regiment, sttacked north
in its zone ut 0530 and advanced ageinsct small arms, ertillery
and mortar fire, encountering one enemy light flak batiery, By
1300 the task force objective was secured end contact was estab-
lished witn Combat Command "A" on the leit.

22 Asril 1§i2‘ The right column of Task Force Hogan Jumped
off & moved ezst to the main intersection in town, then
turned north. The left force in the weantime had circled north,
and Combat Commend "A", still further on the right (east) flank,
cireled north snd nortieast, so thet once the movement started in
the morning, the point of directicm of all forces had changed to
almost due north, te finish clearing Dessau., The left column met
no resistance initially, ané that met by the right columwn was neg-
ligible. Contact was msde with Combzt Command "A" by the right
column at 0830, Further in the city, resistance stiffened, small
arms, mortar, end artillery being encountered, but by 0930 both
main intercections near the river had been reached.

+ Getting to within e few hundred yarde of the final objective
on the edge of town, the force advanced on two rosds, Again, stube
born enemy resistance held up the advance snd mines were reported.
Inability to get past these cbetacles, and the necessity of having
to dig out the enemy infantry one by one, delayed further advance
the rest of the day. At 1830 & battle groupy of one platoon tanks
and one pletoon infantry moved around to the right flank to try
to upzroot the force holding up the advance, but this group was un—
able to accomplish its uission, Combat Command "A" on the right
flenk was elso held up about 200 yards short of the objective.

Lete at night a platoon of Infantry, reinforced later to a
company, worked through the m:ne field, and the engineers went up
end removed the mines, The infantry uoved forward but =t the end
of tne period they were still some distance from the objective.

The Combat Commend CP moved tc the western edge of Desssu at
1030. In the zfternoon a patrol frow Task Force Hogen wae sent
out to sweep the woods between Dessau and Aken, At 1630 the petrol
reporied 35 prisoners of war had been teken frow the woode.

- 24 -
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(1)  LOSSES IN ACTION  (Continued)

e ASK  GRADE  DAIE QF OARUALT

gantrell, Sanm 34738729 Teo 5 20 April 1945
Merre, Odrlo N, 52765550 Pfc 14 hpril 1945
Mertin, Orville D, 36918992 Pt 14 April 1945
Zabel, Lawrence . 57451065 2fc 14 April 1945
Comeliug, Roy A. 38398986 gt 15 April 1945
Barney, Irving O, 12026428 »fo 16 April 1945
Duft, Baward 31467322 Pfe 16 April 1945
Connors, Gerald 51433808 Pvt 16 April 1945
Hilburn, D.P.E. (io) 39421764 Pt 10 April 1945
Finke, Herman Fe 56398524 5 Sgt 14 April 1945
Lareon, Robert L. 57566466 Cpl 14 April 1945
Johneon, Carl J. 33893674 Pyt 14 April 1945
Kehn, Herbert 12176930 ptc 14 April 1945
Donoven, Arthur G. 31433852 Pfc 15 April 1945

[63) Former end Present Hembers ¥ho Heve Distinguished
Themselves Actions

&
&

Sooty, Jossph 5., 01520570
Imscheck, Roland B., 01327612 24 Lt Silver Star 34

AD GO
AD GO

Gomez, Gl 34230679 S Sgt Bilver Btar 34 AD GO 43
Johnaon, Janes &., 53820549 S Sgt  Silver Star 3d AD G0 43
Horgan, Kenneth L., 39049141 Pfo Silver Star 3d AD GO 43
Swinger, Frank J., 33674051 Pfc §Cluster to B.8. 3d AD GO 43
White, Irumen H., 38068258 Pfec  §Cluster to B.S, 34 AD GO 43
Howze, Roberi L. Jr., 016055 Col. Erongze Star 34 AD G0 43
Young, Carl K., 36078460 T 8gt Eronze Star 34 AD GO 43
Harlow, Ermest L. Jv., 20361922 8 Sgt Eronge Star 3d AD GO 43
Mertin, Ethere S., 34818559 S 8gt Bronge Star 3d AD GO 43
Heid, Ralpn B. 35775230  Bgt bronse Stur 3a AD G0 43
ln;ﬁl John G., 37120329 Sgt Bronge Star 34 AD GO 43
jordlund, Morris V. 37032925 s Bronge Star 3d AD GO 43
Kexrvoski, Baward 51392196  Pfc Bronze Star 3d AD GO 43
Penix, Barl 35244075 Pfc Bronze Star 3d AD GO 43
Qlllltlra, Williem D., 31392055 Pfc . Bronze Star $d AD GO 43
Rowley, Paul H., 42120976 Pfe Bronze Star 3d AD GO 43
Bprovl, Charles, 36960878 Pfe Bronge Star 34 AD GO 44
Catts, William P., 32757640 Pvt Bronge Ster 3d AD GO 44

g{ie, Ls 02005516 1st Lt Silver Star 34 AD GO 45
Cable, Paul E. 01326804 lst Lt Silver Star 3@ AD GO'50
Fredericks, Dsie Way 0132761% 24 Lt Silver Star 3d AD GO 50
Rayman, Richerd L., 37110546 8 Begt Silver Star 3d AD GO 50
Sullivan, John T. Jr., 34871604 5 Sgt  Silver Star 34 AD GO 50
DiGiambattisti, Louie 42118403 Pfe Silver Ster 3d AD GO 50
Hughes, Bdward E., 35295438 Pfc Silver Star 3@ AD GO 50
Lopez, Conredo M., 38065020  Pfc Silver Stur 3@ AD G0 50
Sempson, George S., 33946528 Pfec Silver Ster 3d AD GO 50
Costello, John A., Q1057391 1let Lt Bronze Ster 34 AD GO 50
Stapleton, Raymond 0., 37016834 5 sgt Bronze }?tax‘ 34 AD GO 50
Geraghty, Thomes E., 39206625 Sgt Bronze Star 3G AD GO 50
Stake, John R., 31034715 sgt Bronze Ster 34 AD GO 50
Arcilay, Relph 33760701 Ple Bronge Ster 56 AD 80 50

§-5
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DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION

The follewing uniis of the 3rd Armored Division were awarded the DISTINGUISHED
UNIT CITATION for heroism in action against the enemy in Eutope.

MEDICAL SECTION, IST BATTALION, 32ND ARMORED REGIMENT, af Renes and
Fromentel, France, on 14 o 17 Augusi, 1944,

FORWARD ECHELON AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, IRD ARMORED DIVISION,
with aitached personnel of the 143AD ARMORED SIGNAL COMPANY, in France and.
Bolgium, on 25 August lo 4 Sepiember, 1944

RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY, G2ND ARMORED REGIMENT, at Mons, Belglum, on.
3 {0 4 September, 1944.

2ND BATTALION, 32ND ARMORED REGIMENT, at Nuthoim, the Siegiiied Line, Germany,
on 11 to 13 Sepiember, 194,

IST BATTALION, 36TH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT, at Munsterbusch, the Sieg-
fried Line, Germany, on 12 to 22 Seplember, 1844,

MEDICAL SECTION, 38D BATTALION, 35TH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT, at Stol-
berg, Germany, on 17 to 21 Seplember, 1944,

1ST BATTALION, S3AD ARMORED REGIMENT, (Less Companies "B and "G, and Sid.
Platoon, Company “A" with “F and 'I" Companics) a! Hastenrath and Scherpenseel,
Germany, on 16 to 13 November, 1944.

COMPANY A", 36T ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT, at Echtz, Germany, on 10 1o
18 Decomber, 1944,

COMPANY "G, 36TH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT, at Obergeich and Hoven,
Geimany, on 10 to 13 December, 1944,
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HEADQUARTERS THIRTY SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
AP0 253, U § Army

l/ (’
v
s"m)ws w30 April 1945
ww’m RECORD MATERIAL
Subject: Letter of Transmittal. 11" RECORDS. DIV, NaRS,

To : Commanding General, Third Armored Divisiem, APO 253.

Enclosed herewith are After/After Action Reports for
the month of April 1945 with enclosures thereto.

For the Commanding ozr? ers

&9
"EDMOND MAN
Captain, 3M Inf Regt
Adjutan
3 Incls:

No. 1 - After/After Action Report.
¥o. 2 - Journal - 4pril 1945.

Ro. 3 - True Copy - General Orders No. 54, 3d AD — 30 April 1945.
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48.

49.

Raguhn: on the River Miilde. Furthest penetration
into Germany by Task Force Lovelady, 15-23 April.
Task force seized and- secured surrounding towns,
the command group, maintenance section, and aid
station meeting with disaster at

Thurland, where above elements were captured for
20 hours on 17 April. Dessau was taken by other
units of the 3rd Armored Division, thus completing
the mission of VII Corps.
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INPANTRY REGIMENT

*Spearhead Doughboys”

J NORMANDY g NORTMERN FRANGE s ANDENNES ok RMINELAND  Jr CENTRAL GERMANY

Date:

4-24-45

bility of mines and duc to intense panzerfcust fire
on the tanks if the tanks broke defilade. Although
some progress was made it was slight, Thio wes due
to an infense crossfire from sutomatic weapons end
the fire from pangerfaust being used indirectly as
mortars. The right column -enccuntersd a wire ocb-
stacle at 1430 and attempts to clear it of fire so
that engineers could remove mines were mnsuccessful.

The Combat Coumander then orderei both colurms to
attack at 1630 with tanks leading, accepting losses
due:to pangerfaust and mines. At 1630, after an in-
tense artillery preparation, the ottack began and
by 1645 the objective was reached. CC A in the
miantime had taken and secured their objective.
This marked the complete occupation of Dessau.
Road blocks and patrols were Set up.

At 0700 a force consisting of Co H, 36th Armd Inf
Regt, and Co C 32nd AR, was sent bv 7F Richardsen
to Aken to relisve the force of TF Fogan in thot
towm. :

At 0755 TF Hogan dispatched a force of cme comrany
of tanks and one platoon of inientrr to continue
sweeping the woods west of Dessau. They returned
at 1100 and reported finding no resistance.

At 1515 TF Richardson left the security force at
Aken and the remainder of the task force started
moving from Kothen to the new billeting area. The
units close’ in their respective oreas at_1910, snd
the 3rd Bn 32nd AR reverted to 32nd Armd ‘Regtl con-

.trol. Hqs 3rd Bn 36th AIR was located in Grillen-

burg and the battalion was billeted in towns in that
vicinity.

At 1640 the artillery air OP reported that the tridge
at 098743 had just been blown.

.
The lst Bn 36th AIR part of T7 foera of CCA, con-
‘tinued to secure its scctor through the period. It
was anticipated that the 2nd Bn would move to the
new asssmbly area sometime during the next day.

TF Hogan remained in position, Securing its sector
throughout the day. During the morning, prior to
davlight, and after after dark, regular patrols
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appendix Kge 1 to Alter aotiom Report, Hg, 46th Armd Sed im, APV 233,
US Army, APril,1948(Cont’d),

{(2) Is TOEHAU, the company was brought together and set up
facilities for troabing casualitles from the expected counter-atiacito.
In the subgejuent setiom, twe aid stations end 3 webulenses wers overrum
and eapbtured for 24 hours.
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) 10838S IN ACTIONS (gontinued)

) U,
Butt, gharles pe 34088002 @pl 15 april 1945
uoglure, yllliem He 34282281 pfe 15 spril 1945
Glark, Harey Le 34973901 pfo 15 april 1945
grice, George Ge 31436654 pvb 15 zpril 1945
Grove, oW Jeo Fe 33848844 pfo 15 ppril 1945
pennington, james (e 54949002 pfc 156 April 1945
gaylor, psher w¥uMI 35240646 pfe 16 ppril 1945
payler, guelid g 18194487 pfo 15 april 1945
gheshaek, steven ¥MY 33200064 pvt 15 april 1945
LentZ, HEYTY Je 33878617 pvht 15 April 1945
welters, o8t Re 39175322 pvht 15 april 1945
Med. Joseph ve 42101257 pvh 18 april 1945
whd! s LOTOY Mo 14085102 pfo 15 pprd] 1945
Jackson, garold j. 31354585 opl 15 spril 1945
Farmer, Be - 42104465 pfec 15 spril 1945
Jumaes, NUT J=e 35845685 pfe 18 April 1945
s HENTY Jeo 52276683 /3% 15 april 1945
putler, Fugene Re 37673733 gsat 15 april 1945
» RODErt Je 36968918 pfo 15 april 1945
Jagkson, Richard gz, % “#fo 15 ppril 1945
¥uhl, grvin pe 376 s/sst 18 april 1945
Rhinehart, gemneth Re 36980490 sgt 12 ppril 1945
pavis, gharles 7. 14025941 pfe 15 ppril 1945
ooney, gharles Re 35856615 Tec 5 15 ppril 1945
Plster, williem Je 33616182 pfo 15 Apridi 1945
, glger NI 39701682 pfo 15 april 1945
Wohlgemuth, gurd Re 32606645 Teo 5 15 aprdl 1945
Ruglmen, gichard e 37016785 pfo 16 spril 1945
gallantyne, Robert J. 35906750 pvh 18 aprdl 1945
Pege, Marcel F. 35086780 pve 15 april 1945
welker, phillip g 15838195 pfo 15 aprdl 1945
@ s Jo° Ge 36570894 pvh 15 ppril 1945
gainey, grover J. 54849R36 pvh 15 april 1945
groker, John g sr. 34989335 pvh 15 pprdl 1945
Hey, Howerd WMI 37407495 opl 168 april 1945
yarbery, Bill NI 37067388 s/set 16 april 1945
Neyer, Rayfiecld M. 37664933 88t 168 april 1945
+ RODErt He 35076231 pfe 16 april 1945
Remsey, glyde Re 31373191 pfe 16 april 10948
eving WMT 32644525 pfo 16 ppril 19456 -
Bovgers, otto we 37605275 pfo 17 pril 1845
Wi bewm, Harry NMI 326879018 pvh 17 April 1945
jambright, pesuregard J. 34767972 pvb 16 ppril 1945
pugett, Evn e 57627242 3/38% 16 april 1945
s VOrnon Je 556912909 pfe 16 ppril 1946
Ewiatkowski, chester p. 32923940 pfe 16 1948
washington, Jemes Je 42148680 pfe 16 aApril 1945
gehring, george Je 33199769 pvt 16 ppril 1948
§=E-C-R-E-T
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to tidg headquarters in the fomm of a casualty report, A casualty report based
Mwmvmuunh:hiu:’-n-.h. i i

o PRI AD PRSEI MEBERS WHO HAVE DISTINGUISHED THESELVES 10 ACTICN,

lo citations were awarded for tids period.

Ko FHOTOGRARHS,

tone available from tis headquarters. Photo toans from Signal Corps
aperate with tho conbat umits but under Mvislon i e e
o Divisions
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(1) Z083:8 IW ACTION:

BAMB ASK GRAIS
Outsball, Howaxd D 0
Krxghnar, Michsel ¥W. 33075211 Pfo
-Gespaxa, John Fs 42122330 Bt
Lambright, Besuregsrd 34767972 vt
Ruminer, Vaughn D. 38731209 Pr
Zaruska, Joseph (WNMI) 11065208 vt
8inks, Samuel %. 34180310 25
Brown, Noxward (NWMI) 34058332 8/3g¢
Marino, Alfred G. 42106054 o
Puoells, Oharles ¥. 31448820 e
Veoghiano, Frank 8. 42190141 vs
E411, Willtem A, 37651049 o
Musselman, Olyde E. 42140307 Plo
Perrcus, Williem 3. 51466002  Pvd
grove, Glemk.V. 39204556  Pfo
Stout, George 3. 37120045 8/8g%
Wadsworth, Lession B. 35079530 vt
Qrokex, John Q. 5r, 34939333 Pvy
Shepherd, Ralph %, Jx. 59138961 Pto
Tenpenny, Oharles L. 34884410  Pfo
Humphries, Allen 2.W. 34879851 PLo
Oonnell, Alson L. 32945399 8/8g%
Bundriek, Herman M. 01011158 CGapt
Vender Linden Willisa P, 0485920 24 1%
::‘ku, Asron B.. ;}:2;’5; m
1ivan, Clayton 2. &

Lamos, Richard R. 51463004 Pyt
Ademesyk, Felix J. 36349254 B/3gt
Beoerra, Prank (N{I) 36779923 Pla
Golbert, Ralaigh ¥. 01998479 1s% Lt.
Pinnegan, Thomas J. 13080316 $/3g%
Hull, 3411 H. 39476559 o
Hicks, Robert 3, 39049226  2/5
Hordlund, Msurice V. 37032925  1/5
Babel, Alphonse (WAI) 31422353 Po
Dodson, Ieve J, 54384077 rto
Shick, Jemes J. 33441346 Plo
Iwick, Lawrenae A. 20128073 438t
Strelau, Norman A. 37596737 Pfo
Burch, Thomas 0. 35140095 Pfo
Johnson, RBrnest L. J. 34168056 8/3g%
Renesu, Willie G. 34983221 Pfo
Guam, Wesley N. 36768146  8gt
Patsie, Jemes D, 36056482  1/3g%
Freenan, Vernon ¥, 34173762 o
Prreslawski, Joha 3, 6411261 Pto
Hazurek, Charles X. 36980136 o
Tomkinson, Roders L. 0375590 1st Lt
Guess, Richard M. 33923391 Pfo
Lenningham, Williesm (EMI) 38055322 Pto
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24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, part of Task
Force Welborn of Combat Command “B", continued the attack througi-
out the -night and early morning egainst swall arms, artillery and
mortar fire, By 1000 they had eccured the critical enemy strong
point at RJ 106649. A combai patrcl ewept towns in the southern
part of the divielon sector woich had mot been c¢leared during the
initiel advance of tie Division to this eres. Little resistance
was encountered, and numercus prigonere of war were taken, i

21 egx'll 12_481 Task Force Hogan resumed the attack toward
Deggau . ne force attacked east through K1, Kuhnsu, and
the other attacked north to ér. Kwhnau to take that town and then
to proceed aguinst Desssu. By 0630 the right column was helf-way
through K1, Kuhnau, but the force sent north was held up by & rozd
block defended by smell erms and panzeriaust fire on the road
leading out of Kl. Kuhnau. At 0730 the right column wes also held
up by & rosd block and artillery fire, By 0630 the rosd block to
the north had been clesred end the leit column started moving
8lowl;. By 1045 tne road block on the east was removed, ithe right
column started woving, and by 1430 was in the weetern edge of
Dessau. The left coluun proceeded to Gr, Kunnau snd by 1430 hed
clezred the town but snother road block on the eastern edge of the
town wes encountered. Overcoming this obstacle, the force woved
on, and by 1530 was two-tuirds of the way from Gr. Kuhnau o Dessau.
The right column was inside the ¢ity aud moving. At this time, the
Conmanding General, 3d Armored Divieion, directed that both coluune
be neld im ;lace until Combat Comiznd "A", coming in from the
south, could come abreast. When this wac accomylished, both
columns were to resuwe the attack on order. At 1730 Combat Com-
mend "A" cene abreast and tue Coumanding General, 3d Armored Di~
vision, ordered resumption of the sttack. After advancing 400
yerds in Dessau, the Combat Command was ordered to secure its po-
sition for the night, Due to the layout of the city, the left
column was somewhat forward of the right column, Order: were is-
sued for the attack to be resumed at first light with the left
column remaining in place until the rignt column came sbreast and
for both then to continue together,

Combat Command CP moved to Kl, Kuhnau et 1415.

Task Porce Richardson (operating under 3d Armored Division
contrel) started the attack toward Jeesnitz mt 0530. Atteupte to
cross the Spittel Wasser creek were met with very heavy small arms,
artillery, and wortar fire. Reconnsissance for & suitable crossi
was started both tc the north end south., A bridge was found intac
at 148533, and a battle group crossed there, beginning at 1150.

This battle grou, sttacked Jessnitz frow the north supported by the
remeinder of the task force from the east and soutneast edge of
town. Enem; wortsr, srtillery, and ssell arus fire continued Leavy,
but by 1700 the town was cleared, Task Force Richardson secured
its poeition in Jessnitz for tue night. Company D, 83d Reconnais-
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40. Began race to Paderborn, advancing 90 miles on first day.
Hundreds of enemy trucks and supply vehicles overtaken
and destroyed or captured. 29 March.

41. Had bitter battles with SS Panzer Training Regiment along
approaches to city of Paderborn. 30-31 March.

42. Entered Paderborn while elements moved 25 miles westward
to Lippstadt, contacting elements of 9th U. S. Army. This was
first link-up which formed the envelopment of the great Ruhr
industrial area. 1 April.

43. Attacked to east and fought stubborn German troops along
Weser River. 5-7 April.

44. Crossed Weser River at Veckerhagen and began racing
through the heart of Germany. 8 April.

45. Captured Gieboldehausen and began drive to cut off Harz
Mountains, while far to the rear the towns of Osterode and
Herzberg were being cleared of the enemy. 10-12 April.

46. Crossed Saale River in the vicinity of Kénnern, assaulted that
town and continued attack to northeast. 14 April.
47. Entered Bernberg and fought elements of Hitler's new home
defense, Scharnhorst and Von Hotten Divisions. 15 April.
48. Fought over wide area from Bernberg to Jessnitz, beating
down several German attacks. 15-21 April.

49. Assaulted Dessau, capturing the city and advancing to the
Elbe River. 22-23 April

50. Relief effected from the line around Dessau, at which time
the Russian forces were 21 miles to the east. 25 April.
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THE BATTLE OF THE ARDENNES

1: 500 000

LIMIT OF ENEMY
ADVANCE
23 DEC 1944






index-80_1.jpg
FIVE STARS TO VICTORY

eom Noewuanpy 7O THE MULOE
WITH NEN 4/\/0 TANKS

Jask Force Lowtady”

280 BaTTALION, 3350 ARmokeo RegmenT

o
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(1) 3 IN ACTION (continued)

ASN GRADE DATE OF CASUAL!
Sehrotberger, Dale L. 36990465 Pfe 21 April 1945
Brannan, Aubrey T. 33202690 Pfo 18 April 1945
Dolin, David R. 32845683 Pvi 21 April 1945
Arotsky, Abraham 31274535 Tec 5 16 April 1945
Niemi, Ralph E. 01014371 1st Lt. 13 Apxil 1945
Van Hoose, Howard 35717373 Pvi 15 April 1945
Tricarico, Frank A. 42175055 Pfe 17 April 1945
Aker, Pred T. 44033086 Pvt 17 April 1945
Kinn, Edward L. 0511701 2nd Lt 18 April 1945
Palmer, Adrain P. 34989990 Pfe 18 April 1945
Chadwick, Alpin C. 39549033 S sgt 18 April 1945
Jones, Wilbon M. 20360460 8 8gh 19 April 1945
Mitohell, Byrom 34689259 Pfec 19 April 1945
Solami, Sam F. 36744925 Pfo 21 April 1945
Hockensmith, Glarence 37729738 Pfe 21 April 1945
Whitmire, Ployd B. dr. 33610659 Pfo 21 April 1345
Reland, Robert A. 35894489 Pfo 21 April 1545
Saponaro, Rocco D. 32909210 Pfe 21 Aprid 1945
Darbee, Harold G. 36117964 8 Sgt 19 April 1945
Van Houten, Everett 42142686 8g% 19 April 1945
Abernathy, Kenneth A. 37596136 Pfo 19 April 1345
Tippie, L.B. (io) 02005516 1st It 21 April 1345
Sutton, Gregory P. 34947221 Sat 21 April 154
Robertson, R.B. (10} 38601254 Pie 21 April 1345
Sourry, Frederick G. Jr.44026296 Pfo 22 April 1945
Armstrong, Domald L. 36843351 Pfe 22 April 1945
MeCann, Herchel H. 14033949 2; 8% 21 April 1945
Ritter, mdward W.L. 35901658 5'3gt 21 April 1945
Pool, John R. 39304665 gt 19 April 19435
Graham, Richard L. 37016283 Tec 5 22 April 1945
Haid, Ralpk N. 8T 35715230 35t 19 Ap#il 1945
Kaup, John G. » 37120329 sgt 19 4pril 1945
Sprowl, Charles E. 36960878 Ffe 19 April 1945
Finn, Eicherd T. 36819082 rfe 19 April 1945
Danchick, Joseph 32142899 Pte 19 April 18945
Thellefsen, Merrill A. 42099960 Prt 22 ipril 1945
Roan, Frencis 8. 20118352 vt 7 April 1945
Quayle, Thomas B. 01297250 lst Lt 21 April 1945
Kott, Bdward J. 32709197 2fe 11 April 1945
Hester, Edward G. 33921971 Pvé 20 April 1945
Hanson, Ervin O. . 31466256 Pte 19 4pril 1945
Miohie, Phillip 4. 31343997 2fa 21 April 1945
HNearhood, Alvin H. 16148108 Pfo 21 April 1345
Cox, Ralph W. 01318652 lst L% 21 Apxll 1945
Miller, Robert E. 35915194 Tec 5 18 April 1945
Imbrote, Joeseph P. 32176196 Pvi 20 April 1945
Snover, Sammie J. 36573717 Prt 21 Aprid 1945
Miller, willlam C 35046759 8 sgt 21 April 1345
Jaglarski, Casimer S. 36908249 Pfe 22 April 1945
Tohulks, Richard H. 35171603 Pfec 22 April 1545
Robertson, Ezell M. 34657221 Pvt 18 Aprdil 1945
Bieber, Arnold 32598005 Sgt 816 April 1945
Berry, Janes M. 33702463 Pfo - 18 April 1945
Finoh, Charles M. 42182915 Pyt 14 April 1945
Forte, John J. 33837169 sgs 21 April 1945
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THIRTY.SIXTH ARMORED (NFANTRY REGIMENT
Sprarkead Donghboys®

J NORMANDY e WORTHERN FRANGE ok ARDENNES oo RHNELANO o CENTRAL OERMANY

Date:

4-9-45

TF Richardson attacked =t 2400, it 2135 Co D 83rd
Ren Bn reported thew were in Zberhsn and also bhe
control point 22 (ravine aré CR 1200 verds cast),
and both were clear of the enemy.

The lst Bn 36th AIR, TP Boles COA, r-
location throughout the period, mainta
blocks and conducting maintenance.

2ined in ite
ring rosd

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR, TF '‘elborn of CCB, sent dis-
mounted patrols from Carlshaven at 1530 hours east
along the river Toad to Fenmbeck. This patrol met
Do opposition and had completed its mission of open-
ing the road by 204%. At the close of the period
‘the whole of CCB wa3 being relieved in present po-
sition by elements of the 1st Inf Div to particivate
in a mew operation on the River Weser.

4% 0250 TF Richardson reported on the objective they
were to take prior to day-light (Barterods), No re~
sigtance was met and the tanks moved in, At 0600

the attzck jumped off, Ther hit a road block just
Ybeyond Bartcrode @t 0635. This took some time %o
clear, At 080C TF Richardsen took Eseheck and pro-
cecded to Emmerhsn. At 1050 the~ had reached Harste
and sighted two enemy tanks 800 yards mortheast of
Harste. At 1030 the 83rd Een Bn Teported anti-tank
Firstand ot ariwny BOPITIAT Pon west of Bevanssd
TF Richardson ran into some S3 troops with panger-
fasusts at Horste. Later they spotted 5 more tanks, one
of which the- imocked-out, In all, 9 Tiger tanks were
Teported in the woods just southwest of Parensen, and
these held TF Richardson up until 1600 or thereabouts.
The 83rd Recon Bn earlier reported that Iutterhausen wac
clear of any enemy. TF Bogan was at Hettensen at
0730 hours after having clcared Sberhausen at 0635.

By 0930 ther were on the objective (Hardegsen. At
Hettensen 22 prisoners were taken. The CP of the
Combat Command moved into Hardegsen at 1100 hours.

At 1440 the CG, 3rd Armd Div, visited the CP. A

new objective was assigned T+ Hogen, IF Hogan was

to move over route 1 immediately andntake and secure
Fortheim. Enough force would be left in Hardegsen

o secure it. At 1430 the 83rd Rcn Bn was up %o the
Leine River west of Northeim. The- reported the

b
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(1) 10SSES IN ACTION: {gontimied)

peneen, les Ee 11 jpril 1945
® erger, paul g, mtm 13 spril 19e5 -
Rise, ghomas Ee 33446468 12 gpril 1945 °
poyer, glifford g. 87010650 agt 18 sprdl 1946
pailey, James 7. 55816728 15 April 1945
‘pakass, As b 45d 15 4pril 1945
shaw, Gs 14055013 5/gst 15 jpril 1945
Hopper, Homer T. 58694011 pfe 15 april 1945
aies Le 56918468 I}t 15 speil 1945
s R! De 423 15 april 1945
© Bs 35088558 pvt 13 spril 1945
Rivenbark, Henry g. 44013876 pvt 15 spril 1945
ma slhert D 52507408 pve 14 gpril 1945
s Joseph H. 56085068 pvt 14 April 1945
peiley, 53217574 15 april 1945
Gamara, Nanuel M. Jr. 51567422 pfe 14 April 1946
.‘h‘l“', .‘: e ullbl:g- )ﬁ ; April 1845
yalenti, I 42126 April 1945
1dnville, X 85877251 §/w 10 april 1945
Rusicka, tor He 36458293 10 zpril 1945
Jehlen, John ae 428136495 ‘e 10 april 1045
pdwarda, pon: Fo 42184658 pvt 10 april 1846
penna, FONY Me JTe 50465417 u/set 14 april 1845
parker, gorris M. 38042858 %st 14 april 1946
B i :.g. 34968581 “:gi 11: April 1945
s * 12201150 AP L1 I
Grube, glwood :i.sr. 38857896 pfc 14 april 1945
N ® He 385748556 pfe 14 grdl 1945
Bell, Horase L. Js 54988965 pvh 14 April 1945
gmetans, Jolm pe 42008078 pvi 14 ppril 1945
m:&” As 34888092 pVL 14 gpril 1945
Haokstedt, paymond C. a/set 14 ppril 3945
Frank, zouis We 35018574 pvt 14 april 1945
Edee, Ge 6286690  opl 14 ppril 1945
m, BSXYY T e 33814434 pfo 14 gpril 1945
» HeOry Ne 54800644 PV 14 april 1945
prouehalski, sylvester wuy 35284647 pfec 14 april 1945
Erolikowski, 1ouls Le 52200488 ple 8 pril 1945
geserotto, ENEENe G S7LS! gt 14 gprid 1845
Reed, ganford R JT. 87753695 pvi 14 april 1945
M’;ﬁ* 'S 39170400 pfo 15 april 1945
gtasiosld, gtanley s 56608602 15 ppril 1945
ini, gvio Je . 36980728 pfe 15 april 1945
ve, HErold Se 54979405 e 15 april 1945
iRt te iy 3oo60857 are 16 Ari3 1048
o) . g
iy Rt RS Sese0stz pfe 15 spril 1945
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20. Rotgen: Task Force Lovelady is the, first Allied upit
to seize and secure a German town. History is made
at 1451 hours, 12 September.

21. Mausbach: Greatest depth of initial penetration by
Task Force Lovelady of vaunted Siegfried Line.
15 September.

22. Stolberg: Area of defense during period of reorgani-
zation until 16 November.

23. Werth: Towns captured by Task Force Lovelady
24, Kottenich: when they punched a ho'ie in the Siegfried
Line for the Firit U. S. Army,

26. Hastenrath: 16 November, thus expediting the drive
to the Roer River.

25. Sherpenseel:

21,

28.

29.
30.

3L

Petit Coo: First major contact with Von Rundstedts’
elite troops during the Ardennes offensive. . In this
vicinity -is Perfondroy where Task Force Lovelady
witnessed atrocities committed by Germans upon
Belgian women and children. 20-22 December.

Trois Ponts: Where Major Stallings and most of
fighting elements of Task Force Lovelady were
besieged for two days while the battalion aid station
in Petit Coo was captured. 22-24 December.

Ny: Detensive action in this vicinity. 25 December.

Trinal: Objective of reconnaissance in force, resul-
ting in heavy casualties to the enemy. 29 December.

Vaux Chavanne: Line of Departure for attack to

Cherain. 3 January, 1945.
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3-22-45

3-23-45

3-24-45

=

THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
* Spearhead Doughboys”

S NORTHERN FRANCE s ARDENMES v RHINELAND ok CEMTRAL GERMANY

Erown was instructed to move his force northeast
from Dambréich and begin the attack at 0600,

The 78th Inf Div had cooperated to the utmost with
the Combat Command, and due to a shortage of Infantry
of the Combat Commend, the 76th had sent a battalion
to attack the gzround ard wood :d arza in the vicin
of 6540. This assisted materially in the plan for
TF Brown and after 210C when a Toute across the
creek had been fow d, the TF moved up. The close
of the period found patrols out attempting to locate
routes and enemy resistance.

There was no change in status of the lst and 2nd Bns
of the 36th Armd Inf Regt.

TF Richardson continued operations in Busidorf and bz
0500 that place was recorted secured. Co G 36th AIR
procesded to the east and took the town of Stossdorf.

Time o attaclk for TF Brown was chariged to 0400. The
tanks met coneidorable difficulty from terrain and
the enemy offered moderate opposition. The leading
elements entered Hennef ot 1000, but fighting com-
tinued until late afternoon when the town was Te-
ported secure, TF brown was rslieved by the 2nd 2n
309th Inf at 2100 and the Task Porce began movement
to assembly area at Olinghoven.

The 3rd Bn 414th Inf was attachs? to CCR and moved
to the vicinity of Hovel. Orders were received to
move the Combat Comcand on %he morninz of 23 T 45
to the vicinit~ of Hovel and rejoin the 3rd md
Div. The Combat Command was z‘elievcd from 78th Inf
Div effective 2200.

There was no change in status or disnositions of
the 1st and 2nd BEns 36th AIR.

At 0925 movement to assembly area in the vicinity
of Hovel commenced and by 1058 all units had closed.

The 1st and 2nd Bns 36th Armd Inf, as components of
CCA and CCB respectively, moved a¢ross the Rhine dur—
ing the day and assembled in the division area (7030)

All units of CCR remained in the assembly srea at
Hovel., CO and staff studied plans for an extensive

=111-

e mmE EE O BE BN O BE " " O E S OH OO RO 'R OO "BE





index-282_1.jpg
(1) -~ 10SSES IN AGEPE§-R-B{fontinued)

DeSanti, Arture
Wise, Jaok R.
Dourow, Fraderick W.
Wisnowski, Robert J.
Yurke, Roger B.
Krehely, John P,
Buith, James R.

h{, Walter W.

Wo! 5-5{1, Bdward J.
Qordell, Barl M.
Rickey, Leodore A.
Hehnly, Barl W.
Ssxvis, Roy ¥.
QGrumpley, James W.
Colling, Erwin E.
Maki, Jacob E.
Conners, Lawrsnoe L.
Roub, Ronald D.
Easterday, LeRoy H.
Stump, Clarence W.
Shadriek, Amold 4.
Jackson, Robert 0
Curran, Richard J.
Theobald, Ernest E.
Roberts, Calvin D.

ABN

31429907
6667920

36919351
»2181328
39458756
42184582
36073647
01290968
33802104
34387030
31468259
33947486
36987215
38432218
36226130
36980172
31166099
37776315
37481474
13177053
33956806
7004899

42183593
363138626
37748727

DeCresgenso, Emingildo ¢42185595

Hartel, Iionsl P.
LaBrutte, Carmon J.
Lisi, Pasco F. Jr.
Brrley, Lattis
Sadowski, Edward J.
Vater, Frank E.
Verette, Joseph V. *
Kurts, Warren C.
Lambrecht, Leonard R.
Stacy, John J.

Snow, Arthur C.
Ashworth, Wilson P.
Mitehsll, Warrem M.
Goldberg, Armold
Walkeér, Lowell X
Martin, Paul E.
Mott, Harold K.
Furhman, Mortom
Donaldgon, Johm E.
Eokert, Arthur J.
Trent, Charles D.
Douthit, Johm W.
Michalitsch, Yoseph L
Besuchemin, Armand
Appleton, Thomas W. Jx.

32168295
35728649
44026323
31399697
42184359
31470169
35134761
33844824
17041846
34076554
34572050
36228054
42101354
37067373
31448834
34936011
42176260

TN AN R XX L X XXX X RN NERY 1)

B=limCmE BT

GRADE

Pfe
Rfe
LA
Pfo-
Pfo
Pfe
Tec 4
lst Lt
Pve
Pfe
Pfo
Pvi
Pyt
sgt
Pfe
Pfo
g Sgt
Pfo
Pve
Pvi
Pve
Tec 5
Pfe
3 sgt
Pfe
Pfe
8 sgb
Pfo
Bvt
$_Bgt
Pri
Pri
S Sat
fTec 5
Pfe
PLe
Pfc
szt
Pvi
PLe
Pfo
Pfe
Pre
Pfe
Pfc
Pry
Pre
Pfo
Pve
Pfe
Pfo
Pfc
B2 L]
Pfo

P

DATE UF Ca: L

20 April 1945
20 April 1945
20 April 1945
20 April 1945
20 April 1945
20 April 1945
20 April 1945
20 April 1945
20 April 1945
20 April 1845
20 april 1945
21 April 1945
21 April 1945

April 1345
21 April 1945
19 April 1945
23 Aprxil 1345

21 April 1945
21 April 1945
21 April 1945
21 April 1945
21 April 1945
2 1945
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Date:

4-21-44

tance was encountersd, and mum rous prisoners of
war were talen,

TF Hogan resumed the attack toward lessau at 060C.
One force attacked east through ¥1 Xuknau, and a-
nother attacked north to Gr Kuhnnu to take that
town and then proceed against Dessau. By 0630

the right colym was just about h-lf wey through
K1 Kphrau, but the force sent north was held up '
by a road block defended by small arzs and panger-
faust fire on the Toad leading out o K1 Eubnau.
At 0730 the right column was alsc held up by a
Toad block and artillery fire. Bv G830 the road
block to the north had been cleared and the .left
column started moving slowly. By 1045 tne road
block on the east was removed, the rizht column
started moving, and by 1430 was in the western
edge of Dessau. The left column proceeded to

Gr Ephnau and by 1430 had cleared the town but
another road block on the eastern edge of the town

-wag encountered. Overcoming this obstacle, the force

moved on, and by 1530 was two thirds of the way
from Gr Kuhnau to Dessau. The right colum was in-

,side the city and moving. At this time, the CG,

3rd Armd Div, directed that both columns be held

in place until COA, coming in frox the south, could
come abréast. When this was accomplished, both co-
lums were to resume the attack on order. At 1730
CCA came abreast and the 0G, 3rd Armd Div, ordered
resumption of the attack. After advancing 400 yards
in Dessau the Combat Command was ordersd to secure
its position for the night. Due to the layout of
the city, the left column was somewnat forward of
tha Tight column, Orders were issued for the attack
0 be resumed zt, £irst light with the left column
remaining in place until the right column came
abreast and for both then to continue together.

Combat Command CP moved to X1 Kuhnau at 1415.

TF Richardson (operation under 3rd Armd Div control)
started the attack towerd Jessnitz at 0530. Attempbs
to cross the Spittel Jasser Creelk were met with very
heavy small arms, artillery and mortar fire. Recon—
naissance for a Suitable crossing was started both
+to the north and south. A bridze was fouad intact
at 148533, and a battle group atsacked Jessnitz
from the morth supported by the Temainder of the

141~
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and 10668, Moderate to heawy resiste
ance S.A.t;-dh-mn:-;omm-n;-:dw -h—p:‘
m«ﬂb Jo'.;'mrm' e orective woRs ho finally

4 combat patrol was arganized to swesp all towns in the division moue which
had not been gone through during the initial advance of the Division to ihis area.
bm vas encountered but nany Fifs taken during the next seversl dayse

The corosition of this force was as followss

SO0 pATEL, (e IORMO ADIBIAEY Gomnending)
Hene Cos 3 Armle -1, 3 ¥latas,
Medical MJ:d'B' 0o, i ou ih- d

g, Seciiin, "Bt Go. 2 e g
0 Repreporietive -

3 !-d&tm-k
1PV Toan representative,

The tamns covered and routes taken arc shown in red AWNEX No. 2, BAF "A®,

On 20 April orders were igsued to siese and gecure D3 Al Co Oomxls 3% waa
o play a suall part in the stiack - cleaning out a sector between the LULDE
xiveru-xm:imcwuru.mu-. See AUNEK No. 2, MAF %A% for C.
Comd, “BY secotr.

2 spwell, TF VELBUIN ntbacked north in the assigned some at 0530 and edvanced
-pama.b,mm. and morter fire. 1300 the task force pono was cleared
‘and contact was mﬂmn@hm C. Comd, "A" on the lefts

nuxwxm-avum»mnwumm.commudm

-mmm BAGUMN. loderate enemy resistance Was encountercd. By
1325 hours fowm cleared, TF LOVELADY was ordered to atbeck south from
mmt&wrl&manwmmm\eammtwmﬁrmﬁu
mmmmnmmm %diﬁm xntusqn-mu
Sottarei s exitaat M. svitishad vith 1 OO0 et f L i
encountered and contact was established with T9 RICHANDSUN ntunﬁ-md
JES3NTTZ. ﬂw’mmmm—dﬁdmﬂw-&h&wlm&mmh
its secarliy positionse

The towm patrol (Battle group) of G. Comd, *BM contimued the reconnsissance
‘tovms of the Divigion area not previously oleared, The mission was
ed at 1900 hours 21 April.

22 Awil, TF WELBORN contimued to secure the left sector of G, Coud, "i". it
1615 elenents of (Oth Infantry Regte (?ﬂllnt m.) complied the relicf of alements
u!ﬂlm”}mﬁ!sa\mbo!ntuﬁr 56 grid 1ine). &b 1520, the 2nd Bn.

v.)mmmﬂmﬂ]«ﬂ'wﬂw‘ﬂoﬂbh\-

23 A ril, C. Comd, "B* comtinued to secure the assigned Division gector
Sirongnh S oot
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Signel Corps ADC 3961
17 SOURCE: AFCF (M-1608-1610) Card 2 of 2
\DC FILM: ARCH & APC MP, 814' ea Silent
961=2
LIB 5567 - SLAVE LABOR CAMP
Nordhausen, Germany - 1l April 45
LS, Pan, destroyed buildings of prison camp area. CU, dead bodies lying in
prison area. MSs, CUs, some of the cadaverous-looking prisoners.
Excellent scenes, US medics and MPs of the 3rd Armored Div, FUSA, carry the
sick and dying prisoners out of the camp. Seq: Emaciated man seated on ground
is helped onto litter by US medics. The man is crying and clasping his hands in
thankful prayer. Short scene, unidentified US Brig Gen speaks to internees.
Ext CU, Pan emaciated prisoners seated amid rubble. VS, liberated prisoners
eating and talking. Ints, emaciated victims lying in barracks amid corpses.
CU, starved prisoner eating an egg. VS, US medics lead or carry extremely
emaciated prisoners from the bldg. MS, loaded ambulances pull out of area.
(Note: The Nordhausen concentration camp showed the most horrible examples
of Ndzi brutality. Hundreds of emaciated bodies covered the filthy barracks floors.

More than 2, 000 Russian, French, Italian, Belgian and Polish captives lived under
Record Group 111
Accession Number III-NAV-21Q

ARMY PICTORIAL CENTER, 35-11 35th Ave., LIC 1, NY ERBS/lzw

these conditions.)
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Date:

4-10-45
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bridge intact but it hod been mined for &
At 1325 the 83rd Ron Ba reperted an en
vehicles, bumper to bumper, goins ianto
‘the northwest. Air s

TP Bogan wes at Blankcnil a
Then they reached the Leine 2ivew the brifs had beem
blovn. A new plan was into overationy TF Rich—
ardson was pulled out of Harst, leavinz thet sector
o CCR which had come up along both flamks, TF Rich-
ardson was Te-routed over rontes 1 and-2 again in
order to by-pass the ensmy tanks. The head of the
column Teached Hardegsen at 1730 and proceeded on.
The CC CP followed T3 Richardson on Towtes 1 amd 2.
¥nen TF Hogen found the bridge destroyed across the
Leine, the 85rd Ren Bu went south to look for snother
passage. A bridge was found intact between Hillerds
and Sudneim, TF Hogan Sent his inféntry across the
strean dismounted, ook his ormor down via the newly
discovered bridgs, crossed the ri turned north
again end entered the town of Hi
southwest, Br midnight the tanks ond infantry had
joired and half the town was secure.

TF Richardson crossed the river vic the same bridge,
captured Sudheim after a fierce fight and nrocesded
east. They were held up by a road block at 585639,
but oeared it and at the end of the period were 600
yards west of Suterde, At the en’ of the period the
Combat Comrand CP was still moving toward a mew CP
location in Sudheim.

The 1st Bn 36th ATR, TF Boles (CCi), crossed the
Weser river at Beverungen beginming at 1540 and
rroceeded to secure Vernawahlehousen.

The 2nd Bn, @s part of TF Welborn (ICB), moved on
Boute 3. They encountered dug-in infantrr and tanks
rear Barst. §ith the aid of air, called by TF Rich-
ardson, and a maneuver b- TF Loveladr, they were able
to advance to the strean crossing at 518388. Here the
bridge was covered by a strongly defehded roed block
at each end. At the close of the period, taey were
8t111 engaged with the enemy there.

On account of their forces being scattered, having

-123-
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outekirts ¢f the clty mgsinst moderate reeistence. ‘he adveace
ionto the clty contlousd throughout the dey. louss tc houss fight-
ing end xopping u, wos the tyge of fighting cerried ch,

24 2p, 36th irmd Inf Regt, no ¢ part of 27 seldocs, CC B,
sttucked at G400 mnd mecured the towns Tolihcoven, Egck, Liadweiler,
Longerich, Fesch, #illzuth, lelsersdori «nd Bergheimerhofi, all
auburbs of Cologme.

5 iaron 1532. The Combat Jozzand remained in an sssembly po-
sitlen In Stommeln throughout the day and wes vut of cantacy wita
the enemy., Petreis previded sceurity for the ares. Co H, 324 fxcd
Regt, returned fro. the 23d dcn Br and 124ta Cavalry,

The lst Bn, 3bii «rxd Iaf wegt, as a part of TF Loan, ocntinued
house to nouse fighting ia Jologne and by 5 nad resch:d tae
faswous oz Cathedral on ths west baak of tue saiue Sdver. The lst
En wes tue “3pearnead” of the “"3jearnssd” Division im the attuck on
Cologns.

The 24 Ba, 36th armd Irf Regt, ss a part cf I¥ veldorn, GO 3,
attuc.ed at 04CC and by LTi hsad seized fne “ord Lotor :leat in
Cologne, efter whles it becase meserve of CC B,

The 3d Bn, 36tn arzd Inf Hegt, as & part of 77 iiogan, attached
to CC B, attscked and selzed Sichl, u suburb of Uologne, by 1245.
The p¥tuck wse continued against mudersie resistance toward tae
xkine Hiver. Sneay resistunce indicated that oe did cot ludend to
put up & suvrong defense ic tie olty.

T lasren 1945: Tesk Force hichardson of Sthe Combal ‘owmmand
reculdsd i Stokzeln 1 en assewbly arem. Tusi foras Loveledy
(2¢ Bm, 33d Armd .egt, 2¢ Bn, l3%h Inf degt, .11 Cc 3, 7°'354 IL bm,
#1% Co 3, 23d & “ngr 2n) was datuoned frow UC U at 12.0 and wan
atiaches to CO The Tash -orce scved to sauseudly srass s .ul-
weix and .innerzderi during the aiterncon.

Tas ist Em, 36%a .rad Inf degt, contizued to sucure cositicns
wlong tne skine fiver in Cologna.

The od Bm, 36ta Arid inf asgt, resslued iu assesbiy ,osition
us u .ert of T¥ relbcrm, the resarve of <C 3.

24 ©n, 36th :irad Ini Hdegt, a co.pccent of Taek Torce ldogun,
attached to CC 3, centinued to cloar tua essigned zoze of tne ‘anaxy
&and by 16{0 the buttelion nad reschad taz Lidse in Cologre.

8 tmzch 194%: ..t 155 the Jocbet Josmend wes plaved on o two
nour nlert and orders wore lasued tc meke u route recoaneissasce io
toe vicinity of sruhl, vermany, wiere it was contes;luted thut the
Comout Jozzand mignt de aoved for esploy-ent.

- &~
RESFTRTED
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T April lafi‘ A Poligh Prisoner of War reported that a force
of Germans was in Altenheerse, and at 1030 hours orders were issued
to send a force from Task Force Richardson into the town. A% 1530
hours the force returned and reported that no enemy troops were
found in the town. For the remsinder of the period Task Force
Richerdson end Tsgk Force Hogan remeined in their bivouac arces.

(5]

At 1600 houre the Commending Officer went to Division CP to
receive ordere for movemeni the following day. At 1900 hours group
commenders met &t the CP for the order. The plen, briefly, was to
move out Sunday, 8 April at ebout 0910 south via Dringenburg, Felson,
Willegassen, Buekl Hofgueman, across the VWeser River, Hemeln, to
an assembly aree vicinity Verlosen. The following morning at first
light Combet Comusnd "R" was to attack and take and secure Uslar.
For the operation, in sddition to present components of the Combat
Command, the following units were to be attached: 83d Armored Field
Artillery Battaiion, Company D, 83d irmored Reconnaiseance Battalion,

The 24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, part of Task
Force Welborn, attacked at 0630, and after overcoming & rosd block,
entered Herstele about 1100, Here direct fire from both sides of
the river, artillery, small arms and pangerfaust fire were encount-
ered, At 1115 part of the Task Force was sent to secure Carlshaven.
Here, also, artillery, panzerfaust, and small arms fire were met,
After considerable fighting, both towns were secured about 1800.

The lst Battslion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, attached to
Combat Commend "A", ss part of Task Force "Boles", Battle Group "Orr",
continued the sitack to secure Wehrden and entered the town sgainst
elight resistence. The bridge had been blown earlier by the enemy.
Wehrden wag secured by 1445, lNumerous barricedes had been erected
in the town, :

8 Ex‘il 1945: At 1100, the 834 /rmored Field Artillery Bat-
talion ompany D, 83& irmored Recomnsissance Battalion, were
attached to Combaet Commend "R", and along with the 54th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion, joined the column &t Puehne. Combat Command
"R", Task Force Richerdson leading, started moving at 1100, over the
route detailed above. Task Force Richardson closed in an assembly
area vicinity Guntern at about 2000, Combat Commend "R" CP closed
at Imbsen about 2240, At the end of the periocd, Task Force Hogan
was e3ill moving in,

The plan outlined the day previous to capture Uslar was can-
celled by the Division Commsnder at about 160C, becmuse of the fact
that troops of another unit were closing in on Uslar, A new ob-
jective was amesigned, At 2200 Field Order No. 6 was issued by the
Commanding Officer, Combat Commend "R", parsgraph 3 of which said
in pert:

(a) TF "R, on the right (east) route, will capture
Barterode prior to deylight 9 April 45; et 0600 they will conmtinue

o~
SECR

z

e
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1. Left station of 8-1/2 months, Camp Codford, for ports of
Weymouth and Portsmouth. 16-19 June.

2. First units landed on Omaha Beach. 23 June.

3.Germansalientabove VilliersFossard smashed by specialized
tactics developed for hedgerow fighting. Action was baptism
of fire for the Regiment and heavy casualties were sustained.
1500 yards gained in two-day fight. 29-30 June.

4.Crossed Vire River at St. Jean de Daye and repelted German
attack attempting to cut the Normandy beachhead. 8-12
July.

5. Attacked north of Canisy to effect and exploit St. L&
breakthrough. 27 July.

6.Advanced against bitter and determined enemy resistance

to Cerisy La Salle and Roncey, leaving roads cluttered with
destroyed enemy vehicles. Killed and captured hundreds
of enemy soldiers. 28-29 July.

7. Crossed Sienne River in vicinity of Gavray against determined
enemy resistance. 30 July.
8. Secured bridgehead across See River by fording stream after
building up bed with rocks. 31 July.
9. Defensive position held on high ground west of Mortain under
intensive and uninterrupted enemy shelling. 3-4 August.
10. Secured bridgehead across Mayenne River at Ambriéres.
6 August.
11. Crossed river at Mayenne and advanced forty-five miles to
Ranes and Joue du Bois, leaving- a smashed trail of burning
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arms, shotguns and panzerfausts, Tanks wers moved
up t0 blast the houses. Troops of T? Richardson
had reached the western edge of Frenz by 0415, and
the town was cleared by 0730. Lovins a short dis-
tance, thev again met more dug-in Infantry and re-
ceived automatic fire from both flanks. Gross
Paschleben was defended all the way br enemy.

About 1100 the TF of CCA which had been trailing be-
hind TF Richardson was side-slipped to the south, passed
TP Richardson and went into position south and south-
east of Kothen. At 1300 the mission of both TF Eogan
and TF Richardson was changed. TF Hogan was ordered
%o clear Kothen immeciately, and then send force

west to meet TP Richardson. When the two Task Forces
met, TF Hogan was to oce ‘both Tothen and Frenz.

7F Richardson was to pull hack and occupy defensive
positions in the vicinity of the crossroad east of
Plommetz and the crossroad just north of Bebis.

From the latter point a strong batt¥e group was +o .

be sent north to Bernburg, see what was there, and ¥ °
possible, occupy sud secure it. A% 1515 T3 Richardson
and TF Eogan met in the western part of Kothen and

TF Richardson started to its assigned objective.

They reached Bebiz without opposition. fThe Batile

. group sent north ran into smiper fire at Unterpeissen

and had to start house-cleanin: again, Progress was
slow, and at 2030, the 0O CCR directed the tank force
to button up where thew were, and bs prepared to con-
tinne at 0600. During the evening TF Hogan was
ordered to send two patrols to contact CCA in their

.mew position, one east of route 2 to Lausigk, then

south o meet a patrol from TF Orr at Quellendorf;

the other south to meet a TP Boles patrol and 3adegast.
The ome to Badegast made contact at 1920. The other
one, however, ran into a road block coversd by small
arms and panzerfaust fire at the railroad underpass

at the eastern edge of town, At the end of the period
contact had mat been made with CCA by this patrol.

At 1020 CCA waa ordered to move to Frosadick and Aren-
sdorf, and %o send a force to clear the enemy from
the ¥eilendor and Zornetz area where enemy small

arms and pangerfaust fire was harassing supply and
other vehicles moving slong the Division Toute 3.

-lst Bn 36th AIR, s part of TF Orr, was sent to

occupy Prossdick, which was secured b- 1200, n
TF Boles moved to Quellendorf, TF Orr occupied and
sacured Prossdick. Fernsdor?, Meilendorf and Frassdorf.
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The Medicul Section, 3rd Battalion, 36tk Arcored Infantry Regiment,
is cited for ou performance of ﬂu:ir:n action in Germany during
the period from 17 to September 1944. ughout this bitter e
ment, the Medical Section, 3rd Battalion, 36%h Armored Infan Kegiment
labored unceasingly despiie devastating hostile artillery, mortsr, amd
small arms fire, administering medical ald and evacuating casualties,
Although severcl members of the section were themselves painfully wound-
ed, they denied themselves treetaent or rcst until their patieats had
bdeen ciored for. On one occasion, when an adjocent battelion was forced
back, leaving the uild station unprotected, the memberz of the section
cont: d their care for the wounded, realising thut to move the patient
would have beea, in cases, fotal. Litter squads operated in the
face of intense fire between the aid steti n and advanced units, eva-
cuating cast ies. 4id men moved with foremost wesault units, render-
ing immediate medicel trestment to the wounded. The unflinching coursge
and superdb devotion to duty displayed by the meabers of the Hedical
Bection, 3rd Baticlion, 36%h Armorcd Infantry hegiment, directly re-
sulted in the seving of memy lives, exemplifying the highest truditions
of the military service.
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will live forever in the memories of 3rd Armored
Division soldiers as a place of horror. The Ameri-
cans couldn’t believe their eyes. It is all very well
to read of a Maidenck, but no written word can
roperly convey the atmosphere of such a charnel
house, the unbearable stench of decomposing bodies,
the sight of live human beings, starved to pallid
skelesons, Iying cheek by jowl with the ten-day dead.

Two task forces of Brigadier General Truman
E. Boudinot’s Combat Command “B” drove into
Nordhausen practically together. They were the
assault elements of Colonel John C. Welborn and
Lt. Colonel William B. Lovelady. General Boudinot
‘himself was among the first to enter the compound
of Nordhausen’s slave extermination camp, the for-
mer Caserne Boelcke, What he saw will go down
in history as one of the greatest outrages against
humanity in the entire war of German disregard for
the rights and dignities of man.

Camp Nordhausen had been bombed by allied
airplancs, buit it was not bomb damage which so
sickened the general and his troops as they viewed
the remains of the Nazi institution. Hundreds of
corpses lay sprawled over the acres of the big com-
pound. More hundreds filled the great barracks, They
lay in contorted heaps, half stripped, mouths gapiny
B e o b e piled i
like cordwood, in the corners and under the stair-
ways.

Everywhere among the dead were the living—
emaciated, ragged shapes whose fever-bright eyes
waited passively for the release of death. Over all
the area clung the terrible odor of decomposition
and, like a dirge of forlorn hope, the combined cries
of these unfortunates rose and fell in weak undula-
tions. It was a fabric of moans and whimpers, of
delirium and outright madness. Here and there 2
single shape totcered about, walking slowly, like 2
man dreaming.

‘There was no hope for many of the prisoners in
this place. Major Martin L. Sherman, a medical
officer, estimared that although the army’s medical
Facilities would be immediately put to use there was
ligtle chance of more than half the patients surviving.
“They were so far gone in the depchs of starvation
that death was a matter of hours. A number of
those who had not starved had been shot by SS
troapers when they attempted to run for cover dur-
ing the air bombardment. They were, in a way,
lucky.
The highly efficient German hercenvolk who
caused the situation at Nordhausen and Dora, which
swas a place several Kilometers to the north, were
acting out a clearly defined program. These pri-
soners were political enemies of the Third Reich,
German as well as other European nationals. They
were men like Peter Hahn, a German communist,
who had been a constant inmate of his country’s
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concentration camps for cight years; like Pole
Leitner, a Hurgarian electrician, who was dying
from the ravages of tubcrculosis. They were four-
teen year old boys and aged men. They were mem-
bers ‘of the French Intelligence, Belgians, Poles,
Russians—a very babel of tongues and nations, all
dying together in the filth and dirt of their own
dysentry.

Guarded by SS troops who delighted in beating
the prisoners, these men had slept in three-decker
wooden bunks, three men in each tier. Now every
other man was a sunken corpse and, ofen as not,
his neighbor in the same bed still lived and had the
strength to move his eyes, slowly and wonderingly.

This was according to plan. The prisoners had
worked —had dragged themselves 1o labor on V-1
and V-2 assembly lines although they were starviny
on a diet of four ounces of black bread and a sm
amount of thin soup each day. They worked be-
cause the S had a cure for slackers or alleged sabo-
teurs, At Dora they hanged 32 men one day and
forced the entire garrison to watch. The prisonets
then hauled their comrades to German crematicn
ovens.

The ovens were a very important fixture at Dorz.
Thob G by e ioae e e
elothing, and were dumped on the ground. When
crematoriums were full a pyre was constructed out-
side: first a tier of bodies, then a layer of dry wood:
more bodies, and kerosene. They burned weil
enough for the S$ and it didn’t matter to them if a
fow bones were lef. In fact, the SS wasn's at all
partial: when one of their own men died, he too
was shovelled into the oven.

The camp at Dora was claborate. While Nord-
hausen was merely a barracks area from which the
men were marched to work cach morning ¢ 4 A. M.,
Dora wasa factory in iwself, There were two parallel
wunnels driven into the side of a hill there for a
distance of almost two miles. Numbers of crossing
tunnels and two separate levels were packed solidly
with precision machinery. Here, the slave labor
tuzned out quantitics of V-1 and V-2 weapons, many
of which were intact when CC B clemens artived
to halt production, Robot bombs were an old siory
10 “Spearhead” troops, but the more unfamiliar
V-2 was of interest. They found the weapon to be
shaped like a huge cigar with fins, 50 feet long. It
Tad 4 e cumhiaon haps arictns i aneloo
cian’s nightmare of wiring, V-3, according o pri-
soners, was also undergoing experiments at Dora,
but few of dhe political prisoners were assigned 10
its development. Those who were put on V-3 manu-
facture, according to eye-witness accounts, were
segregated and finally murdered 1o preserve the
secret of that which they had seen.

The arrival of American troops was miraculous
to the half-crazed and starved dlave laboress. At






index-305_1.jpg
SEeRET
Appendix L. 1 to After Actiom Heport, fiq, 45th Armd ked ba, APO 263,
U3 Army, spril, 1945.

Harrative Report
ey

Mapas Nap UiZ THAL EUROPE, Sheots P3, 1S, PT, Q3, W, 45, Q8,Q7, K&,
265 Soales 1/100,000.

1 a1 Apri) 1545, the 3pd Amored Divisiom, after its spectecular
dash o the outskirts of PADKKBORN, was tactioally emgaged with stubbom
olanents of '35 Treops and Officer Candidates sngaged in a last sffort to
stop us fram cempleting the encirelemeat of the BUAR VALLEY.

2. Dispositiom of casbat oormands and of our melical compmies was
as follows: y
&¢ Combat Camand "A"4 (me task foree had emtered PADEORG mad
had begum oTeaning up the #lty; amother task foree had made contaot with the
2ad Armored Divisiem ia LIPPSYADT. Company “A" had ome trestmemt section ia
HAARZN and ane sectios im KTRCHBORCHSE.

(1) an 2 April, the entire compa y was set up in & luftwaife
adninistration building in PADEEBORN, where it remained t1ll § April while
saxbat troops sontimued to outpost and defond FADINECRE wnd LIPPSTALT.

(2) Me emtire modical company was kept slosed up to tesk
forea iesdquarters throughout this drive becasse it wes the safest slece
to be, The formrd positiom of the treatmeat staticms also made 1% pow= °
sible to resder definitive mscisal care witiinm 30 misutes after & casualty
™ taggede

be Combat Commamd “5"3 was colled S5 of PAUSREORN in preparatiom
for an sttedk o [ty from tho right flamk, By 1700, iwo task forees
liad sompleted their missiem. Company 3" supported the abtesk from HASONH,
wers light sed mo wougual incidents intercepbed the evacustion

S+ Combat Uammmnd "R"i At the begluaiag of the period, this
canbat comsand Wes seouring approsches be PAL RECEN end protecting the
advange of Combat Commemd "A". Campsay "G, lceated at NORDBORCLEN,
miprorted the attack, treating 36 Mmcrican cssualtiese

ds  ne medical compsniss were cach evaouated by a platom of
tea smbulasdes fram the 578th Awbulance Compamy. The Fleld Hospitals and
Evacustion Hospltals were soom it of reasamable reach whioh nesessitated.
trips of 150, 155 and 175 miles. fortumately, casialties wors light thus
W wers not foread to hold patients at this times

S On 5 April, the Division atiscked due Sast to secure unlimited
objectives of the way to & Orossing of the WS RIVER

oA G Supported Combat Cammand A" in its mission
to selse BAD [2THURG, The emtire ecmpany moved out after dark om the algnt
of 5 spril toward 4D LRIBUEG, Traffio o tiom end impossible driving
sanditions forsed the sampany to turn baske At 0530 the next morniag, the
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Date:

4-5-45

THIRTY.SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
“Speariead Doughbogs™

S NORTHERM FRANCE s ARGENNES o AMINELAND ¢ CENTRAL GERMANY.

put on a one hour alert at 1300 and siarted movisg
at 1915 on the rowtes assigned. At the close of
the period, TF Richardson wes contiruing to move to
sn_assembly aTea positiom in the vicinitr of Drimg-
enturg and TF Hogam to an assembly area in vieinity
of Schmechten. GOR's CP moved into an assembly po-
sition just south of Bad Driburg at the close of
the period.

The 1st Bn, TF Boles of CCA, which attacked east
from vicinity of Faderborn at 1220, was earoute %o
specified intermediate objectives and final objective
on the River Wemer.

The 2nd Bn, CCB's TF Welborm, which sttacked east
from the vienity of Dall at 1200 to secure certain
internediste objectives, after which onders were
issued for the Task Porce to contim:e on ta objec—
tives on the Weser River, was going well zs the
period closed. .

TF Richardson moved over Route 3 into an asgembly
area in vicinity of Duringenburg at 0400 and awaited
developments. One platoon of 3rd B 36th AIR, went
to Bad Driburg to guard the hospital there. ¥ Hogan
coiled in assembly srea at 0200 in vicimity of Schmech-
‘ten snd spent the day there, refueling and doing ne-
cessary maintenance. The CP of GCR moved to the mew
CP location in vicinity of Schmechten at about 000.
The Division Commander visited the Command CP at
1500, It was not expected that CCR would move be-
fore Saturday or Sunday, Tth or 8th of April 1945,
depending on developments in front of CCA and CCB.

OCA's TF Boles, with lst Bn 36th AIR as part, was
advancing east on route 1. A road block was encoun-
terad just west of Otthergen and the infantry moved
forward to establish a by-pass. At imelunzen the
enemy destroyed the bridge and the infantry again
pushed across and imto the town ageinst strong re-
sistance. Along mos% of the route, small arms, pamzer
faust and some artillery fire was encountered. it
the end of the period part of the 1st Bn 36th ATR
and some tanka were engaged with the ememy infontry
sbout 1200 yards morth of Drinke, while another batile
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Men of e 36th Ammared Inizniry Regimeni, “Ilitz Daugns” of the frd
Armered Divisien, trace their immediate histosy back to Browssvills, Texas,
where ‘ha unit was activated in July, 1916, by personnel cf the 4th, Z6th, and
2811 Iufantsy Regimonls. The new vigaszation did £at g0 overssss in Warld
V7ar 1, but saw sorvice on tho Moxican border.

Reaclivaled by a zadr Gom the ¢lst Aunoted Infaniry Negimen: of the
3nd Armorcd Division, on April 15, 1847, the 6th Armorss Iafantry Renimeul

becnma an otiginal “uperthend” element

i A: Camp Bcaurogard, Loisiana, the first commander was Colonsl Wallea
Bty s H. Wrlker, the officer wic later becams n lieut ceneral in command. af the

| fawous XX "Ghost Coips” of lhe 8:d American Aimy. Citer commandess,
during training ot Camp Polk, Louisiana; Descrt Training Center, California;
Gamp Pickett, Vicginia; and Indianiown Gap, Pe-nsylvamia; were Golonel

Edwin A. Smitt, Celozel Wiliam L, Boberls, srd Colouel Giacme G. Parks

Upon arnval In England, during mid-September, 1943, e 36l was billeted
at Sutten Vony, Wil Wilh the 12ai.0f the div:sion it mancuysred widely
over Salisbury Zlain, eagaged in landing exercises along the Brifish cozat,
and took part in various spectal 1 courses.

Lt Catosel Colonel Parks led fhe 31z Daughs” in their bapfism of fire et Villiers
Wilim R, O | Fossard, Nommandy, out on Jaly 13, 1944, he was s_cceeded Ly Colonel
Wilisz W, Cornog, Jr. Celozsl Gormog was tae first rogimental commandsx
to be killed la action. Prow: August ¢ to Seplember 71, 1344, the regiment
yis under the command of Li Colanel Jack R. Hulcheson, Culcusl Leuis
¥. leane, snd Colgns’ Car' [ Rohssuderger. A: that tme, Colonel Robert
L. Howas, Ju, came o e regiment and led it thicugh the remaining eight
months of 22 Europeas campalgn.

Mon ol L 981 Asmored Infantry legiment figursd prominently i every
5rd Armorcd Divicic: action cn the continent. Companies “A7 anc “C' of
Hal Thnion the 1s{ Datialicn, were ie dvsion's fixst taciical units 1o be awarded-fic
0. Cuies, I, Distinguished Unil Cilalicn, This honor was besiowed cs the zesull of hero'c
£ fighting iz the December Foer River salien:. The ealire
1s1 Battalion, commn=cad by 1. Ge ozsl William E. Om,
e od 4 Dislizcuished Unil Cifation for
work in siorming the Siegitiod Lize. The action began
duwiag On's first day in anfilal That was charsoteristic of
the rogimental spicit

later awa

The Distinguished Unit Citation was alsv yiven to me= af
~the Znd and 31¢ Battalion medical sect:ons fo1 outstanding
qallantry in aclion sl Fowsnel, Fiance, and the fipiberg
ares, i2 Germany, respectively. And, in September, lhe 1, Cologel

Carllan 7. Reseell,
36 36th was declared a combat nfariry regiment ith MOIS  Exscutive Omaeer
22 38

|| Robert . chaney G Tomey, In






index-141_1.jpg





index-161_1.jpg





index-85_1.jpg
. Malempre: Subjected to great amount of artillery,

rocket, and mortar fire after town was captured.
4-5 .lanuary

. Fraiture: Surprise attack perfectly executed, resul-

ting in capture of 287 prisoners and destruction of
large quantities of enemy equipment. 6 January.

. Langlir: Captured in dawn attack, in spite of intense

&

artillery fire, Turned south without delay on 14 Ja-
nuary to

Lomre: Aid station burned, which drew fire on the
Task Force and CCB command posts, causing many
casuaities on 14 January. Between here and

. Cherain: Task Force Lovelady made one of the most

courageous stands in the course of the war. After

great loss of life and untold hardships, the task force
was decimated until 3 light tanks and 2 tank destroy-
ers remained. 14-15 January.

317. Sterpigny: Final action in the Bulge. 18-21 January.

38. Bonsin: Rest area. For the first time since fighting
began in July, Task Force Lovelady was out of
range of enemy artillery. 22 January - 8 Februasy.

39. Duren: Crossed Roer River at this point to begin
exciting drive to the Rhine. 26 February.

40. Worringen: on the Rhine. Captured by Task Force
Loveladys’ units attached to the 83rd Reconnaisance
Battalion., thus making: them the first elements of
the First U. S. Army to reach the Rhine. 4 March.

41 Cologne: Task Force Lovelady attacked south along
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MAJOR OPERATIONS OF THE
THIRTY- SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT

18 JUNE 1944 - 25APRIL 1945
o NORUAOY A NORTHERN FRANGE. S ARDENNES sl RHINELAND, e CENTRAL EUROPE

COMBAT ORGANZATION
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Liberation of the
Dora - Mittelbau/Nordhausen

Concentration Camp

Nordhausen, Saxony, Germany
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tut fighting continued uniil leta efterncon whan the tosr woy ro-
poTted secure. - &

Tuek Porce Brown was relievad by 24 Bm, 3.9th Ini -egb, a3
21¢C end tae Tavk Force begur zcovesent tc mscoubly nros a3 ling-
Laven.

Taek Force Hloherdson wes rellevad ic Luisdori sra .tossdsrt
at 223C by elenente of 3C9th Inf Regt cnd began movemznt to en
acsexmbly area in Itleldorf. -

Tne 3d Bn, 4l4th Iuf Jegt, wos attached to CC H and movaed to
the vicinity of Lovel. (rders were reveivos tc move the Coabat
vozzand on the mcroing of 23 karch 1945 tc the vicinit, of Hovel
chd rajein 33 Arzd Div. Tne .oxmbat Commend wes rellsved frox Teta
inf Div effective 2200,

Thers wes no ghange in staetus or diapoalticas of let and 2d
Bos, 36t Arad [nf aegt,

23 iargh lﬂ_f:x
viciolvy or =ovel eos

lot and 2d éos, 35tn orod inf iegt, aa cowpogents of & A end
CC U respectively, moved scross tho Rhipe during tus day acd assem-
bled in the division srea TI3C.

24 arch 1945: Al units oi use voubat Cousmend rezained in
the swgelbly aree at Sovel, 0 acd 2ta3f studled ;lsme for un
oxtensive o.érction whlcn would cerry the CC to altenkironen.

% U525 movement to the asaoeabl, uraa ia tce
wetoed snd by IC58 81] unlte aod closed.

Thuere was no change Lnm lsbé end «d Unm, 36th arsd Inf lest.

£5_sareh 1';'42: At C40C the 3d Armored .ivision nttaciad wita
CC A and oJ 2 abrecet wish CC R followiny on ihe two center routea.
“ltenkirczen wns vhe initial cojuctive, but crders wers isiued thet
ths udvacce would not bLe Bslted cut of conruct witn the enuay.

Task Jorce licherdssn usei $ne risht center rcute in tae
division zone und waintuioed clous conbact with 78 Zure oL .C ..
TF Hogan uged the l2ft certer routa and msintuined cleso centact
witn Gu 2. Comgesiti.n of taex fcrees wes th zulte cs vefore,
except tuct entire 3 3n, J6ta  rmd Inf segt, wes attsched 3o P
Hogan, «t Col Hogon nud returned fron leave and eurntel Sommsed
of w9 tusk force.) Lcovezant bYegan irom the sseombly eres at Jlovel
at 145. and by U030 ell units awd cleoced in ap awvsembly arsa neur
.reuioneld, Gerzahy.

The ls% on, 36ta .rad Jui Sogt, attaciked ab «4.0 25 & yart of
.¥ loan and aavanced oo icute 4, tne scuthern route. ‘he 2F ran
inte & minafleid at 753295 snd « & 2nd F firu plowed the advesue.
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The 1st Battelion, 36th Aruored Infantry Regiment, remained
attached io Combet Command "A" ae part of Task Force Boles, which
attaoked east from vicinity of Faderborn at 1220 hours en route to
spscified intermediate objectives and finsl objective on the River
Veser,

The 2d Battalion, 3€th Armored Infantry Hegimen$, remained
attached to Combat Command "B" as part of Task Force Welborn, which
ettacked east from the vieinity of Dall at 1200 hours to secure
certuin intermediate objectives, after which orders were issued for
the Task Force to continue on to objectives on the River Wesmer.

§_ipril 1252 Tagk Force Richardson moved over Route 3 into an
aggembly erea in vicinity of luringenburg at 0400 hours and awaited
developments. One platoon of the 34 Battalion, 36th irmored Infantry
Regiment, went to Bad Lriburg to guard the hospitazl there. Task
Force Hogen coiled in mssembly ares at 0200 hours in vicinity of
Sehmechten and spent the day there, refueling and doing neceseary
maintenance. The Combet Command CF moved to the new CF location in
vieinity of Schmechten at about 1000 hours. The Division Coumander
visited the Combat Commend CF at 1500 hours., It was not expected
thet Combet Commend "R" would move before Samturdsy or Sunday, 7 or

8 April 1945, depending on developments in front of Combet Commande
"A" and "B".

The lst Bettalion, 36tk Arumored Infantry Regiment, remained
attsched to Combat Coumand "A" as part of Task Force Boles; which
was advancing east on Houte 1. A rosd block wee encountered just
weet of (ttbergen anmd the infantry moved forward to establish 2
bypass. At Amelunxen the enemy destroyed tne bridge mnd tne infentry
Bgain pushed scross end into the town egainet strong resistence.
Along mcst cf the route smell szrme, pangerfaust end some artillery
fire were enccuntered. At the end of the period part of the lst
Battalion, 36th srmored lnfantry Regiment, sad some tsnks Were en-
geged with enemy infantry sbout 1200 ysrds north of Drinke, waile
another battle group of tenke and infsniry were advancing slowly
egainet stubborn resietence toward Weamden.

The 2d Battalien, 36th irmored Infantry Regiment, with Combat
Command "B", as part of Task Force Welborn, advanced to the east on
Route 3. eavy panzerfsust fire wae encountered nesr iisimholtz.
tmall arme fire was met at Borgholtz but the atteck continued. The
24 Battalion, 36th irmored lnfzntry Regiment, clesred the 'ichhagen
woeds southwest of Hearbruck end the task force consolidated and
moved on to Haerbruck, where it wes crdered to secure the town for
the night.

service Company, 36th /rmored infantry Regiment, moved into
siebenstern at 21.C houre.
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Date:
Division had discussed with the CO CCR his pians
for assemblr positions for this Combat Command when
‘the Bobbau-Steinfurth-Jessnitz-7olfen-Greppin missién |
bhad been completed, These plans called for the 83rd |
Ren Bn to relieve Battle Group Miller and revert to
Division control. Unon relieZ, the Battle Group,
Battle Group Liller, was to Tevers %o CC control
and CCR consicting of TF Hogan and TP Richordson
was to be assembled in Reppichau and Chorau, prep—
pared to attack Dessau on Division order. Therefore,
TeYaizing that TP Hogan could not be Zurther used
in $%a present position, , TF Hogan was ordered to
move at 130C to Chorau and from there to pafrol the
Ghorau-K1 Kulnsw road. Upon reaching Chorwa, TF
Hogan sent a patrol north to the Zuhnau woods and
then east toward K1 Kuhmau, In spite of some small
arms fire progress was good and the patrol was re-
inforced to battle group size. Bv 1630 the easiern
edge of the woods had been reached and the battle
group continued to the western edge of K1 Fuhnau where
a road block, defended by an assault gun and small
arms was encountered. 2030 the resistance had
been overcome, the road block removed, and the
battle group Secured itself for the night spproxi~
mately half way through the town: Pairols were sent
on during the night to determine road conditions
toward Dessau. :

4t 1730 the CP of the Combat Comnand began movement
%0 new location at Reppichau., Upon orders of CG.
3rd Armd Div, TF Richardson reverted to Division
control and was to continue his attack toward
Jessnitz, but was not to advance further than the
blown bridge except on order.

lst Bn 36th ATR part of CCA remained in position
during the day, and con*irued to secure its sector
in the vicinity of 106648.

The 2nd Bn 36th ATH, part of TE Yelborn of CCB, con-
‘tinued the attacked throughout the night and early
mornin%yaigir_st emall arms, artillery and mortar
fire. 00 they had secured ths critical enemy
strong point at RJ 106649, 4 combat patrol swept
towns in the southern part of the division sector
which had not been clearad during the initial ad-
vance of the Division to this area. Little resis-

-140-
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Tegk Force Richardson was relieved at Jessnitz by elements
of the 60th Infantry Regiment, the relief being completed at 1600,
At 1615 Task Force Richerdson reverted to the control of Combat
Commwand "R", and at 1625 moved out to = new assembly area in
Kothen, By 1845 all elements had closed in Kothen,

lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Hegiwent, part of Task
Force Orr, Oombet Commend "A", resumed tie atteck at 0800 to com-
plete its miseion of seizing and aeuurillif thet portion cf Dessau
in its gone. Initially resistance wae light, but as the advance
continued, resistance increased. However, by 1300 the objective
had been reached and secured.

2d Battalion, 36th Armored lafantry Regiment, pert of Task
Force Welborn, Combat Command "B", continued to secure the leit
sector of Combat Command "B" eouthesst of Dessau.

23 April 1945: At first light, Pesk Force Hogen contvinued
the BTLHZ:M S HBKILL good progre:s egainet lighi ¢ position. A%
1000, however, & strong enemy position was encountered and the
Task Force stopped to reorganize and to plan & coordinated attack.
At 1130 the attack was begun sgein with infentry leading Gue to
possibility of wuines wnd due to intense panzerfaust fire cn the
tanks if the tenks broke defilede. Although some progress was
made, it was slight due to intense cross fire from sutomatic
wespons and the fire frow panzerisusts being used indirectly as
mortars. The right column encountered a wire obetacle at 1430
end attempte to clear it of fire rc tuat engineers could reuove
mines were unsuccessful,

The Combet Commander then ordered both columns to atteck at
1630 with tanks leading, accepting any losses due to panzerfausis
and mines. At 1630, efter an intense artillery preparaticn, the
attack began and by 1645 the objective was reached, Combat Com—
mand "A", in the meantime, bad tecken and secured their objective,
This marked the complete ocoupation of Deesau. Hoad blocke and
patrols were set up,

At 0700 & foree consisting oi Company H, 36th Armored In~
fantry Regiment, and Company C,32d4 Armcred Regiment, was sent by
Tesk Force Richardeon tc Aken to relieve the foree of Task Force
Hogau in theat townm,

At 0755 Task Force Hogan dispatched =« force of one company
tanks snd ohe platoon infsntry to continue sweeping the woods
west of Dessau., They returned at 1100 snd reported finding no
resistance. .

At 1515 Tesk Force Richardson left the security force at Aken
and the remeinder of the tusk force sierted movement from Kothen
to the new billeting area., The units closed in their respective
areas at 1910, end toe 3d Battalion, 324 Armored Regiment, revert-
ed to 32d Armored Regimental conircl. Headquarters 3d Battalion,
36th Armored Infantry Regiment, wae loceted in Grillenburg and

e
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Army 2 or more Corps 100,000 to 150,000 Field Marshal or General
Corps 2 or more Divisions 25,000 to 50,000 General or Lt. Gen.
Division 3 or more Brigades or Regiments 10,000 to 15,000 Lt Gen or Maj. Gen.
Brigade 3 or more Battalions 1500 to 3500 Mai. Gen, Brigadier or Col.
Regiment[2] 2 or more Battalions 1000 to 2000 Col.

Battalion 4 or more Companies 400 to 1000 Lt Col

Company 2 or more Platoons 100 to 250 Captain or Maj

Platoon (Troop) 2 or more Squads 161050 st

Squad 2 or more Sections 8to24 Sqt.

Section 41012 Sqt

Notes:

[1] This column indicates what usually makes up the core of the unit - with larger formations there will be more
supporting units as well such as units for headquarters, admin, signals, air-defence etc etc which willincrease the
overall number of men involved.

2] Regiment s not usually a deployed unit as a whole, butis more of an "administrative family" or permanent label
of a group's identity. So units from a particular regiment may be spread around within an army.
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THIRTY-SIXTH ARNORED INFANTAY REQIMENT
*Spearhead Doughboys”

J NOBMANDY o NORTHERN FRANCE oy ARDENNES ¢ RHINELAND oo CENTRAL GERMANY

been engaged most of the previous might, the attack
did not jump off at 0600. TF Eogan Started moving

at 0800 after clearing debris and rub:le from -the
route azd at 0825 ran into a road block just out-
side of the city, Just north of Bilshausen, they
encountered a fire fight, and shot up two buildings.
At 1240 thev spotted three enemy tanks in the woods
NE of Gieboldehausen and were told that 5 enemy tanis
left the city at about 1100. Air was requested, which
came and kmocked out 3 fanks and reported seeing 10
more. More air support was requested. At 1340 a

P¥ stated that 13 artillery pieces were located in
the woods along the road between Ostermunde and
Hergburg. One enemy Mark IV tank and 2 large planes
were destroyed at 147121. At 142515 TF Hogan put
Infantry in the woods NE of Gieboldechausen and started
trying to_work up the heavier equipment. 3v 1530
leading elements were in the forward edge of the
woods WE of Gieboldehsisen and hed encountered about
50 infantry, 3 half-tracks and some tanks, Pushin
ahead, thev found ome Tiger Tank abandomed at Pochide.
Two tanks were destroyed and some Pw's taken, and at
1855 TF Hogan was 1800 yards sowth of Scharzfeld,
wheTe they Tan into felled trees, craters and debris.
At Bilkerode and Bockelnhagen enemy infentry were

met and cleared out. Both towns wers occupisd and
secured for tho might by 2235, The 83rd APA Bn was

- detached from CCR and attached to CCA.

TF Richardson started moving at 0715 hours and
moved along well until ther reached a road block on
the western edge of Gieboldehausen, At 1240 they
were still held up by the road block ond some enemy
tanks' north of the town. Finally, shaking loose,
they were stopped again at Rudershaven by SP guns.
Knocking out the resistance, ther moved forvard wntil
1815 when a bridge ves blows in front of thes between
Rudershaven and Bilerode. Thev reconnoitered for
another route to bv-pass the bridge while the emgineers
started to build a bridge. Going cross.country to
Hilkerode they Kit the route again and at 2331 had
occupled and secured Zwinge for the night.

The Combat Command CP moved behind TF Richardson most
of the way and at 2000 closed into bivcuac at Broch-
thausen.
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Tagk Force Eogen crossed the ID at C744 houre and by 1318 hours
was.to Leinungen, At 1530 they were held up by & road h{aek at the
wesiern edge of Blenkénheim, .ir strafed the road block and by 1600
houre they were in the town where they bivouacked for the night.
The Reconnsissance drew fire when they attempted to go beyond the
elty. By 1835 hours the woode in the vicinity of Eneeloh and Blank-
enheim had been cleared and the Combet Command CP moved into town
for the night,

Company A, 834 Reconnsiseance Bottelion, attached for the opera-
tion, suffered heavy casuslties. 3 half-trecks, 2 armored cars, and
2 1/4 tons were lost. 35 men were reported missing, including the
platoon leader, but most of these showed up leter. The Company re-
ported back to Battalion comtrol at 1900 hours, Tesk ¥oree Richard-
son moved up to the woods and crose road vielnity 529325 at 2000
hours. Dismounted personnel with panzerfausts weére encountered, but
they were beeten off, and Task Force Richardson started patrole in
its erea, At 2210 hours, the Commanding Officer, Combat Commend "R",
sent the follewing message to Task Force Richurdson: "Be prepared
to atteck with Infantry at 0400, 13 April 1945 to secure town of
Annarode, 545345, and continue attack with tanks at 0706. This will
be confirmed as soon as definite.” During the evening, orders came
from The Commsnding Generzl, 3d Armored Division, for resuming the
attack the following day to aivance and secure bridgeheads over the
Hiver Elbe.

The lpgt Battelion, 36th irmored Infantry Regiment, part of Com—
bat Command "A", in Task Force Boles, after being reliéved from pre—
vicus pogitions, followed Combat Command "R" on Route 1 and cccupied
and gecured the Combat Command objeetive by 2050 hours,

The 2& Battelion, 36th Armored Infentry Xegiment, part of Task
Force Welborn, attacked at 0700 hours and advenced rapidly on Route
3 without encountering resistance, until reaching coordinstes 520250
where penzerfaust fire wes encountered. Anti-tenk fire from 540255
wag overcoue, and the Task Force seized and secured Holdenstedt,

13 Ag;n 1945: The 3d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regi-
ment, © ‘agk Force Richaerdson, moved at 040C hours to secure the

LD, By 061C this hed been accomplished. At 0645 they reported

enemy tanks in the woeds at 548335 end 536346, slso some small arms
&nd 2 AT guns 500 yerds east of the town of innarode. At 0715 they
were at the 1D and were receiving emall arme firse, tank, end AT fire,
At 1000 they were still unable to advance. Air was requected and
promised for 1115 heurs, Finally overcoming the resistence without
the help of air cuppert, they reached Siebelgerode at 111G, The
task force advanced rapldly to Gerbstedt by 132C houre, frow where

2 enemy hospitals were reported. An enemy column ves observed iry~
ing to escave. <uite & bit of horsedruwn equipment was in the
column, Here aleo around 1000 prigoners of war were liberated. At
1600 hours, going inte Alsleben, the task force ren into direct fire,

- 18-
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Date:

which the mrin road branches east %o Jessnitz. 4
‘patrol was sent out this rocd to go to Jessnitz,
Teconnoiter and report on the condition of the

“bridgs, but ab the exd of tho period no report

had been received. Orders had been icsued for

TF Hogan (Less security detnchtment at Aken) to

join Combat Commend at Loberitz. TF Hogan at

0700 le?t iken, leaving onme platoon of Infantry,

one platoon oX light tanks and one section of

tank destroyers to secure the town. They arrived

at 1100, and were immediately given the mission

of securing a film factory west of Wolfen.

1315 the task force was moving and met very little
resistance initially. Two-thirds of the way through
cnemv infantry was encountered, and at 1645, fire
and smoke impsded progress. 45 prisoners oi war
were taken. Wien the factory had been practically
cleared, and also almost destroyed br fire, a battle
group consis*inz of a company of tonks end one In-
fantry company movei out %o the left and north of
Wolfen with the.mission of advancing left and north
to Bovbau-Steinfurth to relieve the pressure in
front of TF Richardson. However, bv the time this
force had moved one-fourth of the wo-, TF Richardson
had cleared the situation in Bobbau-Steinfurth to
‘the extent that the battlc group was not needed. It
was ordered %o halt ond secure its position between -
the built up sections of Wolfen and Bobbau-Steinfurth.
The Combat Command CP moved from Loberitz to the
northeast edge of Wolfen at 180C.

During the day Air support was requested several

- %imes ané 4id considerable strafing. The 54th APA
“Bn, from positions in Wadendorf, supported all

three task forces with fire.
The 1st Bn (less Co A) 36th ATR, part of TF Orr, at

'1800 attacked north from vicinitr 108653 in conjunc—

+ion with TP Welborn with the mission of securing road
100648-106648. = The attack moved initially sgeinst

“light resistance and at 210C the left element had

secured 1ts objective, Resistancs conaisting of
small arms, pangerfausts and artillery fire slowed
the advance of the right element and at the end of
the period 1t had not advanced all the way %o its
abjective.

2138
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of tanks and one of Infantry moved out tc the leit, and north of
Wolfen with the miceion of advancing north to Bobbau-Steinfurth
to relieve the yreesure in front of Tesk Force Richardson. How-
ever, by th. tine this force had moved, one-fourth cf the way,
Tesk Force Richerdeon Led cleared the citustion in Bobbau-Stein-
furth to the extent thel the battle grouy wes uct needed. It was
ordered to helt and iecure its positicn between the built-up sec-
tions of Wolfen end Borbau-Steinfurts,

The Combet Commsnd CP moved irom Loberitz to the northesst
edge of Wolfen at 1800,

During the dey Air Support wae requected seversl times, and
did considersble straiing. The 54ti Field Artillery Battalion,
irom positions in Weuendorf, sujported all three task forces with
fire,

1st Battalion (lees Company A), 36th Arwored Infantry Regi-
ment, purt of Task Force Orr, at 1600, attecked north from vieini-
ty 108633 in ccnjunction with Task Force Welborn witi the mission
of securing road 100648-106645, The attack moved initially
ageinst light repietance and at 2100 the left element had secured
its objective., Repistance consieting of suall arme, panzerfauste
and srtillery iire slowed the =dvance o the right element, and
et the end of the period it had not edvanced sll the wey to ite
objective,

The miesion of Tesk Force Welborn, .f which 2d Battelion,
36th Armored Infantry Hegiment, wee & ,urt, wae Lo secure the road
106650-113046 end establish road blocks at 106645 end 106646, Mod-
erate to he.vy resistance frcm artillery, small arme and yanger-
feust fire wes eucounterei, and at the close of the period they
were engaged in house-to-house fighting along the road southeabt
of Torten.

20 April 1 + At 0600, Bettle Group Killer continued his
attac u owal Greppin., A% 0650, they encountered dug-in
Infentry end snipers who delayed the advence. By 1315, the south-
ern part of Greppin was practicelly clear, and the 83d Armored
Reconnalssance Battalion began to take over. Bettle Group Miller
reverted to coatrol of Combat Comwand "A" during the afternoon.

At 0600, Task Force Richardecn resumed the a.tack on Jessniiz,
One bettle group was sent to the left flenk while encther attempted
to press straight forward bul neither was able 1o advance due to
intense automatic weayons fire, dug-in infantry, end direcl fire.
A petrol hed beem disyatched rior to daws to investigate the con-
ecrose the creex wesi of Jessnitz but had
been unable to resch ii so ancther petrol was zent out. 4t 0910,
this patrol likewise reported that eneny resistance was too heavy

- 20 =
SECREZT





index-258_1.jpg
- overcoming this resistance they continued the advance, knocking
out numerous £8's, Eipleben was declared open and no resistance
encountered there. The advance continued and Polleben was entered
at 1300 hours againat moderate resistance. Here a P¥ Cemp was
everrun and 430 British prisoners of war, including over 300
oificers, were liberated. At 1515 houre they enterei Friedenburg
and cleered it,

2d Battalion, 36th Armored 1niantr{ Regiment, was put &cross
the river and the engineers started building e bridge at 778436,

1§ April ;g%gc The Bngineers worked overnight constructing
the bridge over the Saale River, and when the one in Combat Commend
"B" Seotor wes sufficiently finished, late the evening before, two
compsnies of Intantry of Tesk Yorce Hogan were sent across on f00%.
They sttacked north and sdvanced to secure kon, Due to the lack of
necessary bridging material bnd bosts, the bridge in Combat Command
"E" Sector was not completed until 1035. The plan for crossing was
for Tagk Force Hogan and one battery of his artillery to cross,
followed by Task Force Kichardeson and one artillery battery. Then
the rest of Hogan'c artillery and Richardson's srtillery in that
order, followed by Cowbat Command CF.

Task Force Hogan crossed the Lkiver, befinning at 1035, and
moved on to Konnern, where it wes stopped on the esetern edge of
town by small srus fire, After this resistance was overcoume, thi
tank force moved rapidly until it reached the outskirts of XLothen,
There it met dug-in Infentry armed with smell arme end panzer-
fausts. There were sbout two battalions of Germans, one of the
Wehrmacht, end one Volkssturu, mixed together. Some bitter fight-
ing ensued, and by moving in frou several directious the tank force
hed about half the town cleared by 2030. Upon orders from the
Commanding Officer they did not by-pacs the resistance, but started
to eclear the town, at the same time giving Task Force Richardson
an opportunity to catch up on the left route. An airfield was cap-
tured in the vicinity, at which several planes were destroyed.

The south part of town cleared was secured, and some elements con-
tinded to mave toward the main part of town, ¥

Tagk Force ilchardson followed Task Force Liogan across the
Ssale River, and by 1410 was in Xonmern. Frou here it moved to
Phaee Line F 1, whers small arms and pangerfsust fire held it up
until 1610, At 1640 it was approaching Preusslitz. Just beyond
Preusslite at Siendorf, it was stopped by dug-in Infantry, re-
ported to be =5, srmed with small armg and panzerfausts. Despite
hard fighting it wee wnable to advance beyond this point, and at
‘2030, Colonel Kichardson was directed by the Coumanding Officer,
Combat Command "R", to button up im that vicinity, and be ready to
wove out &t firet light, At the end of the period they were at-
teeking Frenz, 2000 yerds forwdrd, and planned to spend the night
in Biendorf and Frene,
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